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PREPACJE. 


Fbom  the  entreaties  of  a  Friend  the  foUowing 
••  Notes'*  were  written  for  bis  private  eye  :— 
fiom  the  sblicitations  of  other  friends  they  ans, 
mow  offered  to  the  eye  of  die  Public^    The 
former  were  tender  petsuasions^  and,  in  obey* 
ing  them,   the  author  h&d  aincb  a^d  sincere 
gratification:  he  wishes  he  could  feel, as  well 
assured  that  he  is  pursuing  the  path  of  wisdom, 
by  yielding  to  the  latter.    But  he  is  sensible 
that  what  may  be  amusing,  or  may  be  deemed 
eren  yaluable,  in  the  closet  of  friendship,  may 
be  Tery  unfit  to  meet  the  less^prejudiced  judg<* 
ment  of  the  world;    and  he  is  not  without 
asany  apprehensions^  lest  a  flattering  partiality 
—a  partiality  which  often  deals  praise,  where  no 
merit  is  due,  should  have  induced  him  to  pre* 
sent  to  the  Public,  that  whi<;h  ought  never  to 
have  escaped  beyond  tiie    limits  of  privsti 
perusal. 

at 


IV  J^REFACE. 

Conscious  how  little  his  "  Notes"  are  calcu- 
lated to  withstand  the  Scrutinizing  severity  of 
criticism,  he  ^ay  observe  that,  at  no  time, 
during  the  period  of  writing  them,  had  he  a 
thought  that  they  were  destined  to  appear  at 
the  bar  of  the  Public.  To  fulfil  the  wishes  of 
one,  whose  sentiments  and  opinions  were  dear 
to  him,  was  a  grateful  task:  it  was  congenial 
to  his  feelings,  and,  regardless  of  studied  rules, 
he  performed  it  with  all  the  freedom  of  familiar 
intercourse.  He  devoted  to  his  friend,  daily, 
the  few  last  minutes  before  retiring  to  his 
pillowy  whence  it  happened  that  his  remarks 
were,  often,  traced  with  a  drowsy  pen,  or 
hurried  over  with  a  wearied  and  reluctant  arm  : 
but,  firom  adopting  this  habit,  the  busy  occu- 
pation of  the  day  suffered  no  interruption ;  all 
the  occurrences  were  noted,  whilst  they  were 
strongly  alive  in  the  memory ;  and  those  who 
have  known  the  privation  of  a  long  and  perilous 
absence  from  their  home,  and  the  objects^  of 
their  esteem,  will  comprehend  the  many  happy 
iassociations,  which  were,  thus,  brought  to 
sweeten  the  hours  of  tepose. 


PREFACE.  .V 

At  the  time  of  the  author's  arrival  in  the 
Wcstlndies,  every  thing,  in  the  tropical  regions, 
was  new  to  him.  He  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
information,  and  without  Waiting  to  digest  his 
remarks  into  a  systematic  train  ;  to  stamp  theqi 
with  the  importance  of  method ;  or  to  improve 
them  by  more  mature  observation,  he  endea* 
voured  to  convey,  to  his  friend,  a  correct  repre- 
sentation of  the  feelings  impressed  upon  his 
mind,  by  the  novel  scenes  around  him,  before 
habit  and  familiarity  had  weakened  their  effects 

He  fears  that  the  frequent  repetitions,  ne- 
cessary to  this  mode  of  communication,  will  be 
found  to  be  more  tedious,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, even  more  multiplied  than  a  "  thrice 
told  tale;**  but  he  saw  no  way  of  avoiding  them, 
without  altering  the  whole  plan  of  the  work, 
and  depriving  it  of  the  only  merit,  which  he 
feels  it  has  any  title  to  claim,  viz.  that  of  giving 
the  occurrences,  precisely  as  they  passed  before 
the  eye.  He  was  not  engaged  in  a  deliberate 
voyage  of  discovery;  nor  did  the  busy  and 
anxious  duties  of  his  appointment  allow  him 
time  for  pursuits  of  minute  investigation.     The 


nUBFACC*- 


ittinost  he  could  hope  was  to  catch  events  Ri 
ihey  passed^  and  faithfully  note  them  from  the 
impression  of  the  fleeting  moment  If  It' 
should  be  objected  to  him  that  the  remarks  are 
BOt  always  of  high  importance,  he  would 
observe  that  it  is  not  from  great  occurrences^ 
alone,  that  a  correct  judgment  is  formed  of  mea. 
and  things ;  it  is  more  from  the  daily,  common 
round,  than  from  the  great  and  blazoned  events, 
that  a  just  knowledge  is  acquired  of  the  cha« 
factera  of  mdividuals : — ^perhaps,  also,  of  em- 
pires, oations,^  and  colonies. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

TO  THS 

SECX)ND  EDITION, 


Ik  presenting  the  former  edition  of  the  follow^ 
ing  ^'  Notes**  to  the  Public,  the  author  explain- 
ed that  they  were  collected,  from  fleeting 
eyenta,  during  a  series  of  professional  duties, 
vhich  tiered  only  short  intervals  of  leisure 
and  repose,  and  that  they  were  originally  in- 
tended  only  for  the  gratification  of  a  private 
circle.  He  expressed,  likewise,  his  apprehen* 
sions  respecting  their  being  submitted  toge* 
floral  scrutiny,  and  the  severity  of  criticism* 
]9ehas  now  the  satisfaction  of  remarking^  that 
the  public  reception  of  the  first  impression  has 
heen  more  encouraging  than  he  had  allowed 
himself  to  expect  For  several  years  past  th» 
book  has  been  out  of  print,  and«  during  this 
period,  multiplied  applications  have  been  m^c^ 
reqoj^ting  the  author,  to  prepare  a  new  edition* 
In  complying  with  these  entreaties,  he 
has  been  anxiously  desirous  of  rendering  the 


Vlll  ADVERTISEMENT. 

present  pages  more  worthy  of  general  atten- 
tion :  and  with  this  view,  he  has  availed  him- 
self of  such  candid  and  manly  criticisms,  as 
appeared  to  have  arisen  from  a  fkir  and  liberal 
examination  of  the  work. 

Not  only  have  those  parts  of  the  former 
edition,  which  were  deemed  irrelevant,  been^ 
removed,  and  others,  which  appeared  diffuse, 
condensed,  but  a  considerable  proportion  of 
•  new  matter,  respecting  the  Islands  of  Mar- 
tinique, Jamaica,  and  St.  Domingo,  as  well 
as  upon  the  subject  of  *  slavery  in  general,  has 
been  introduced.  *  In  order  to  accomplish  this 
object^  without  increasing  the  bulk  of  the 
volumes,  the  author  has  found  it  necessary  to 
have  frequent  recourse  to  abridgment,  and 
even  to  the  omission  of  whole  pages,  where^ 
the  subject  was  of  minor  importance. 

These  extensive  alterations  and  additions 
have  been  made  with  as  much  care  as  the 
various  avocations  of  the  author  allowed  him  to 
bestow  :  still,  he  cannot  but  regret  that  the  im- 
perious duties  of  a  professional  life  have  not 
only  considerably  delayed  the  appearance  of  the 
present  edition;  but  have  prevented  that  mi- 
nute and  attentive  revision  which  he  wished  it 
to  receive. 

/  /      .  s  • 

-    BlOOMSBURY  SgUARB,  s  )         • 

Jpril,  1816.  .  .: 
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flotttluunptoDy  Oct.  S»  t795# 

The  bapptness  we  enjoy  by  corresponding  with 
those  whom  we  esteem,  when  separated  from 
them,  beyond  the  reach  of  personal  intercoutse, 
tanks  amongst  {he  highest  blessings  of  civil- 
i2ted  life:  It  is  to  navigation  and  the  art  of 
writing,  those  'powerful  engines  which  have 
established  a  freedom  of  intercourse  throughout 
the  wide  extent  of  the  globe,  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  enjoyment  of  communicating 
with  far-distant  ifriends,  and  thereby  rendering 
our  separation  less  intolerable. 

But  you  will  too  soon  discover  how  much 
you  have  sacrificed  your  judgment  to  your  feel- 
ings, in  so  strenuously  requiring  frequent  conf« 
inunications,  from  me,  during  my  absence  from 
England.  In  the  corresfiondence  which  your 
kindness' has  exacted,  you  will  have  to  encounter 

VOL.  !•  B 


2  NOT£S  ON  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

a  task^  while  all  the  advantages  of  amusement 
and  instruction  will  be  mine.  Still,  as.you  have 
brought  it  upon  yourself,  you  must  be  conteQt 
to  see  me  your  debtor,  assured  ^f  my  regret 
that  the  benefit,  to  be  derived,  cannot  be  reci- 
procal. Did  I  even  possess  all  the  glowing  and 
happy  talents  necessary  to  descriptive  narration, 
the  busy  employment  of  my  time,  and  the  un- 
settled state  of  my  mind,  amidst  the  perpetual 
hurry  and  uncertainty  of  military  movements, 
must  prevent  me  from  observing,  and  still  more 
from  relating  what  may  pass  before  me,  with 
accuracy;  and  from  bemg  unable  to  mature  my 
remarks  by  the  recurrent  eye  of  a  continued  re- 
sidence, they  will  necessarily  be  superficial  and 
undigested. 

You  can  only  expect  the  perusal  of  hasty 
motes,  hastily  collected,  by  an  observer  whose 
time  must  be  devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  ap^ 
^ointment;  and  whose  movements  and  pauses 
must  be  regulated  by  those  exigencies  of  the 
army  which  more  imperiously  demand  his  at- 
tention. 

But  it  were  needless  to  enter  into  a  detai} . 
ef  the  allowances  you  ivill  have  to  make.  You 
already  know  them :  hence,  as  apologies  are  irkr 
some  to  you,  I  forego  all  further  comment,  and^ 
meeting  you  as  you  desire,  proceed  to  my  sub^* 
ject. 

The  adventures  of  a  stage-coapb  are  some** 
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times  mmusing,  but  it  happened  that  myjbuN 
oey,  UthcTi  was  peculiarly  devoid  of  incident, 
being,  «wrtly»  i  datrk  nocturnal  ride,  without 
any  lUfaig  todiv^  or  to  interest 

Amidit  the  stillness  of  night  we  tolled 
swiftly  oq/ without  impediment  or  ctelay,  al- 
ways finding  horses  in  readiness  at  the  place  df 
ijhttige.  Even  the  great  business  of  eating  and 
drinkiBg  wasmore  than  eomttionly  disregarded. 
l?o  social  hour  of  supper  was  bbserved:  n(»* 
wwa  our  conductors  troubled  with  those  ire* 
c|uent  calls  of  thirst,  which  are^  commonly^  so 
vexatious  and  annoying  to  the  passengers.  To 
mdi  the  end  of  the  journey  seemed  alike  the 
object  of  all. 

We  arrived  at  an  early  hour,  and  after 
taking  the  refreshment  of  a  cold  ablution,  and' 
a  plentiful  break&st,  I  proceeded,  without  de* 
lay,  to  head  quarters,  to  pay  my  respects  to  the 
commander  in  chief.  It  happened  that  the  in- 
spector-general of  hospitals  was  with  Sir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  at  the  time:  I,  therefore,  report- 
ed my  appointment  to  both;  and  put  myself 
under  command. 

From  the  quarters  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  I  accompanied  the  inspector-general  to 
visit  the  sick.  This  afforded  me  an  early  op- 
portunity of  viewing  the  military  hospital,  and 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  remarking  to  you  that 
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.it  does  mocii  craidit  to  t})e  doc^r'ii  ^  judgnrtnt 
and  industry.  Placed  ia.  thf  dire^Hn  of  ibe 
medical  departm^t,  his  j^s^rtioiM.te^e  d^od- 
strated  how  essential  it  is  tQ  commit  that  ia* 
portant  appointment  to  nn  .o$oer  ^Rdiciitf  expe- 
rience qjvaUfies  him  for  all  the  varipua  dutiaa  it 
demands.  J^rpm  a  weU-devi3e4  arrtmgesmit^ 
forwarded  ]|^y  a.2^<»i9  and.  laudable  ioAatry^ 
he  l^s  caujied:  i^  lar^  old  buildiaig,  late  a  rixgu- 
jpfxse,  to.be  pc^v^rtied  in^  a  ;CQmmodioii%  and 
.well-^r^  JiQ^pitjEd  ;^wbera;  ihe  mk  are^  eomfiant- 
^^ly  placedj  duly  attended^  and  convenisntljv, 
as  well  as  liberally  accommodated. . 

The  Ql9<;k  telU  me  it  is  midnight.    Adieni 

*  Sir  J.  M'NsDsrs  Higrcs. 


VpfnA  Ti. 


'*  i- 


LETTER    II. 


If  you  were  a  stiaxtfp^  ta  SdutiuDnpton^:  linigbt^ 
otkr  you  many  full  pages  iqwu  its  deBg^btful 
i^tuationi.aitd  thesaaayehanna  of  itsmyMisi^ 
for  it  caanot  be  disputed  ihaJi  tbb  tmm  and' 
neigbbourbood  afford  iiote<^  pkasing  sidesery;^ 
CQuyepifiBCf^  and  acoonhnodatioii  thaa  morif 
•tber  parts  of  EoglaucL    ;     ;  . 

As  you  kitoir  «iy  thabit  of  visiting^  wUt 
are  calledMrj^  of  laplaq^  aa  soon  as^ioslible 
after  my  arrival,  youndll  condude'lliat  i  taqir^* 
]|pt  aegleat«dhthe  ebbampment  mear  S<»itbamp> 
tern.  ,1  bave  made  it  a  viait^of  itery  atfeottve' 
iaspectioa^  ^aMdilmtcb  d6  I  ^iaSt  it  wei^  pw* 
sible  for  words,  to  c^f^rtiy,  to  ybdi^  ^^  Ivsr 
of  feela^  tbat  rusbed^iafao  my  ipiad  ;a|Hni^' 
the  occasion:  I  scarcity  knew  wUich  umi^ 
predpminailt4  Viiwlag  the  soldiers^  in^  full 
contempjation  of  tbe  strict  ooiden- (ti)eqmibily* 
deportments  and  tbe  elei«d:ed!  aitUa^ii*nv>c(f^^ 
their  dianicter,  toy  mind  tqiTersed^  ah  :haaty^ 
ravie^j  all' the  perils  and  hardafaips,ithe  ghity> 
and  Ivmors,  whMi.  aliadl  to  a  military  life*  i' I* 
felt  ajfASfctf  pride jild.ifmtjMtiDn  oil  «^^ 
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$0  fine  a  body  of  men  ready  to  join  in  our  ex* 
pedition.  My  imagination  placed  all  the  in* 
vidng  forms  of  tuccess  before  them.  I  observ* 
ed  them  in  battle,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Atlantic;  felt  honored  in  dieir  bravery;  hail* 
ed  them  victorious,  and,  crowned  with  the  lau« 
reb  they  had  won,  saw  them  return  in  safetyi^ 
to  their  hom^  and  tlieir  friends. 

Yet  the  bright  picture  was  not  without  its 
diades :  restless^  fancy  went  on  to  busy  berseliP 
in  gloomy  comjterisons,   in  painful  contrasts, 
and  afflicting  reverses !  Viewing  the  btilliancy, 
the  order,  and  the  comfort  <^  a  domestic  ^amp, 
in  the  peaceful  fields  of  £ngUnd,  she  called  up' 
lAeiMJ  of  a  confused  ahd  tumultuous  encamp- ' 
sririit  upon  the  enemy's  soil,  threatened  by  the 
jqipiioach  of  a  daring^  ibcb   routed  by  blood* 
thinty  cufaorts,  or  stormed  by  a  horde  ai  mer* 
oiless.  brigands!  And,  stiU  worse  than  these,' 
were  painted  the  fatal  ills  of  clknate :  yellow* 
ff¥«  opened  her  devooriiig  ja^s,  and,  in  deadly* 
dntfse,  exposed  a  contrast,  yet  more  afflictive,  ^ 
ikm  all  the  perils  of  battle. 

Although,  in  my  miii4  the  more  happy  hce \ 
of '  the- picture  maintaintod  ics  impression,  I' am 
starry 'to  btHeve  that  the  genial  sensation  of  tht 
comitry  b  in  sympstby  with  the  opposi^  ^  A 
degtte  of  horror  $eeink  to  havci  overspiead  the 
nition,  from  the  late  destttictiw  effects  bf  the 
•fiscming  fever,  or,  m^t  tisemultiiMedeBODtb 
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nates,  the  West  India  plague ;  insomuch  that  a- 
sense  of  terror  attaches  to  the  very  name  of  the* 
West  Indies ;  many  considering  it  synonimous- 
wkh  the  grave.  Perhaps,  it  were  not  too  much* 
ta  say,  that  all,  who  have  friends  in  the  expe*' 
dttion,  apprehend  more  from  disease  than  the-' 
sword. 

Siich  discouraging  sentiments,  I  am  sorry 
to  6nd,  have  not  been  concealed  from  the  troops. 
llie  fearful  farewell  of  desponding  friends  is 
^ery  day,  and  hour,  either  heedlessly,  or  art** 
fUly  brought  to  their  ears.  People  walking 
about  the  camp,  attending  at  a  review,  or  a 
parade,  or  merely  upon  see'mg  parties  of  soldiers' 
in  the  streets,  are  heard  to  excliaim,  "  Ah,  poor 
ftllows !  you  are  going  to  your  last  home!  What 
^a  pity  that  such  brave  men  should  go  to  that 
West  India  grave! — to  that  hateful  climate  to 
be  killed  by  the  plague !  Poor  fellows,  good  by, 
farewell !  we  shall  never  see  you  back  again  !** 
With  such«Hke  accents  are  the  soldiers  inces- 
santly saluted;  and  the  hopeless  predictions  are 
toudly  echoed,  by  the  desi^iiig,  whose  turbu- 
lent spirits  wottld  be  gratified  in  exciting  dis- 
content among  the  troops. 

But,  strongly'  as  I  wouM  condemn  every 
attempt,    and  every  incaution,    which?  might 
create  even  the  feeblest  ray  of  terror  in  the 
breasts  of  the  sokliera,  yet  I  €*iinot  but  be  sen- ' 
sibfe,.  thai  it  is  a  service  of  immineQt  danger: 
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nAdr  while  I  look  at  these  men,  in  high  admira- 
tioii  of  their  intrepid  cbaracteri  the  reooUeotion^ 
of  the  general  sensation,  which  prevails  respect^ 
ing  them,  steals  upon  me,  and  causes  a  silei^t^ 
pang,  in  the  consciousness  that  a  great  n^ajority  of 
tbein  will  n^ver  return.  Still  I  hope  that  every 
soldier  is  governed  by  the  same  individual  ftejr 
ings  as  m3rself,  and  that  each  is  fully  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  it  will  be  his  lot  to  escape, 

It  is  the  duty  of  military  men  to  serve 
wheresoever  their  country  requires ;  hence  the 
attempts  to  inspire  them  with  a  dread  of  clm^, 
af e  not  less  cruel|  than  mischievous :  designed 
to  injure  the  country,  they  operate  by  distress- 
ing the  feelings  of  the  individual,  whose  qoble 
mind  knows  no  fear  of  death  from  any  other 
cause ;  but,  if  he  fall,  falls  without  a  murmur,^ 
glorying  in  having  devoted  himself  to  hif 
cpuntry,  and  calmly  resigning  himself  to  the 
fate  of  war. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  expedition  i$ 
sOy  immediately,  upon  the  eve  of  sailii^  as  is 
generally  imagined.    The  whol^  of  the  trjOOf^. 
are  not  yet  assemb^d,  nor  are  tb^  transports  in 
readiness. 

From  some  infermati^ni  which  h^  reached 
us,  it  appears  not  unlikely  that  we  n?^  ^d.our . 
names  upon  the  Su  Qomii^  staff,  instead  qf . 
the  staff  of  the  I^^ard  Islands;  inyhich  case 
we  may  have  to  majk^.  a  jqwnay  to.  Corfe  to  join 


die  expeditton  about  to  aail  from  Icelaiid.  This 
would  be  a  disappoiatmeDt  tx>  me,  beyond  tke 
mere  inconveuieiioe  of  ngkin  moving  my  persoa 
and  my  baggagi^  fof^  i&  tht  Leewbrd  I$]a«d 
dimioD^  I  have'aciquaiiitaiice9>  whom  I  had 
hoped  to  find  my  comrades  on.  aervioe ;  Whiie^* 
with  tbe'St.  Domingo  stafi^.  there  are  very  £bw 
persons  to  whom  I  am.kndwti. 

Is  my  present  pursuit  I  feet  the  aeostsitgr 
of  viewing  pccun'ences  in  tbeit  best  light;  but 
I  shall  make  it  my  duty  to  remove  whatever 
difficulties  may  occur,  by  subduing  them.  As 
if  the  evils  of  the  world  were  not  ebough  severe, 
wc;^  too  commonly,  attach  ourselves  to  thfe  un^ 
happy  ftce  of  ^events^  bcood  over  fajic^  sar^ 
lows,   and,   eagerly,  multiply  our  ^isapfM^iut*' 


^  Tel  some  there  are,  of  men  I  think  the  worst, 

Ftorinqie!  mibeppjrif  tbeyosuHbeeufsM, 

Vor  ewer  brooiKog  «ver  mis'ry'e  ^ggt'^ 


This. gloomy,  tendency  of  dispositioit  forma . 
areoiarkaUe  characteristie  between  the  p^ple^ 
of  England  and   those  of  France;   w)>ik  ai| 
£ng^iadni»%  inaflictive  conteinplatipn,  dwells 
on  miafortuiMv  ^^^^  tb  sliic;ide^  a  FrenchmM>. 
however  adverse  the  affairs*  of   the  moment^ 
ahraja  finds  wfasrewiliud  to  attftqb  hfs  better,  ^ 
hopes! 


10  -VOTES  OK  THE  Wlkftr  INDIES. 

From  this  facility  of  yielding  to  events^  it 
has  been  said  that  the  French  people  know  how- 
to  jday  the  game  of  happiness  better  than  the 
English.    It  may  be  so.    Bnt  still  it  is  possible, 
tliat  the  principle,  to  which  I  allude,  ma3rfae> 
carried  to  excess.    Where  it  is  the  effect  of  a: 
patient  and  manly  fortitude,  and  tmi^XojeA  to 
support  us  agains.t  injury,  misfortune,  and  dia** 
appointment,   it  is  amiable  and  virtuous,  and 
may  be  dignified  with  the  title  of  philosophy. 
But  it  is^  sometimes  the  effect  of  frivolity,  or 
depravity-^is  connected  with  vice  and  dissipa*. 
tibn,  and  highly  unworthy.    When  pioceedhig 
from  this  source,  it  supersedes  all  the  finer  feeU' 
ingsand  sentiments  of  the  mind.     It  destroys  i 
the  natural  affections,    and^    weakening  -tfaet 
attachment  which  ought  to  exist,  between  moDi 
and  ms^n,  tends  to  make  mere  egot^ts  q£  ^s^lU 
It  not  only  fenders,  us  insensible  to  our  own 
misfortunes,  and  the  common  ills  of  Irfe,  but 
makes  us  callous  to^the  sufierings  of  olthirs,  and 
shuts  the  heart  against  those  feelbgs'of  sympa* 
thy  and  compassion,  which,  bifmg  founded  in 
hbmanity,  are  among  the  highest  adornments., 
of  our  nature.  .   i    •        .    * » 

The  'plodding  pursuits,  and.  sober  attach^* 
ments  of    the  English,  'possess  net  sufficient 
go&t  fox  the  appetite  of  a  Ffenchman,   whot^. 
life  may  be  said  t6  constitute  onevsystmrv^Be  . 
continued  series  of  intrigue.    In  all  his  ioccu^i 
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pftticma  he  requires  ihe  high  seasontiig  <of  variety^ 
Whatever  the  substam^e  of  bis  pursuit;  intrigue 
it  always  the  condiikieQt.    Without  a  spiee  o£ 
intrigue  the  board  were  ihsipid^  however  sump^ 
tudusw    A  Frenchmau  tfimbles  nothteiadf  with 
the  affecttOQs;  biit  is  a  <ittpe  to  hts  passions^ 
His  attalchiDents  wear  away  with  the  momeutir 
and  are  not  thought  of  beyoaid  the!  period  of 
beii^  convehieAt  to  his  purpbse.    He  is  often 
disappointed,  btt  never  dismayed.  .  All  regret,, 
for  the  past,  he  buries  in  some  new  scheme  ot 
adventure. '   If  one  project  fails,  he;  instantly, 
flies  to  another,  exclaiming,  '^Ah,Diable!  cela 
ae  me  conviens  pas.    Il  y  faut  un  autre  projet*' 
If  he  sudceed  not  to*day,  he  has  always  a  new, 
plan  for  the  morrow.    If  discomfited  in  the. 
scheme  of  the  morning,  he  feels  certain  of  suc- 
cess in  the  nouveauprafet  of  the  evenings   Some^ 
thin^  new,  something  not  of  plain  or  ready  at- 
tainment,   something  possessing  a  real   or  a 
fancied  intricacy  is  always  imagined,    or  at- 
tempted.   No  matter  how  vast,  or  how  frivolous 
the  object — ^whether  a  revolution  of  the  state, 
or  a  game  of  loto!  It  diverts  his  attention,  dis** 
sipates  the  moment,  shields  him  from  the  sad- 
ness of  disappointment,   and  shuts  the  door 
against  ennui.     From  the  conduct  usually  pur^ 
sued,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  leading  feature,  in 
the  character  of  a  Frenchman,  not  to  attach 
himself  seriously,  or  permanently  to  any  thing ; 
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bat  to  avail  hiniself  of  all  passing  circmbstancM^ 
jnelding  to  eacb,  or  oaosing  each  to  3neld  to 
kis  putpose.  In  this  way  he  travds  the  great 
journey  of  lifb  itridi  less  of  care  and  sorrour 
than  the  more  sedate  of  mother  nations';  sombre 
reflectiQ^  otfering  no  impediment  to  a  patb^ 
which,  at  every  st^,  bears  his  loved  motto, 

"Vive  la  bagatelle  r 

I  ^n  aware  that  you  will  plead  very  hvmd 
exceptions  to  this^  as  a  general  chantcter,  and 
I  most  readily  admit  them ;  for,  notwithstand^ 
ing  that  the  revise  is  too  qommon,  I  have  seed 
Frenchmen^  under  misfortune,  whose  patient 
submission,  instead  of  bearing  the  marks  of 
levity  and  frivolity,  has  exhibited  all  the  manly 
firmness  of  true  dignity  and  philosophy. 

But  I  am  wandering  from  my  subject--^ 
abruptly,  theMfore,  Goodnight! 


X^TTEB  nt  If 


I^ETTER  HL 

'    Poftnouth^  Oat  99. 

Since  writing  to  you  my  last  letter  we  have  re- 
ceived  orders  to  repair  on  board  the  Ulysse^ 
and  proceed  to  Cork  to  join  the  St.  Domingo 
division  of  the  expeditiQn,  under  the  command 
of  General  Whyte. 

Dr.  Master  and  myself  had  9ur.  haggagt 
put  on  board  this  ship  in  the  river  Thai^es^  and 
we  are  waiting  in  the  daily  expectation  of  heir 
arrival  at  Spithead.  | 

Portsmouth  venfieSi  to  our  experience,  all 
that  we  had  heard  of  its  unpleasantness,  an4 
vulgar  immorality.  The  great  objects,  which 
.call  forth  the  attention  of  strangers,  are  th# 
dock-jard,  the  Plaslar  hospital,  and  the  &14 
walk  upon  the  rampart's.  All  these  we  have  vi* 
sited,  likewise  South-Sea  castle,'  and  the  For- 
ton  and  Porchester  prisons :  nor  have  we  negu 
lected  that  new  modern  messenger  the  telegraph| 
by  which  intelligence  can  be  conveyed,  fron^^ 
this  place  to  the  Admiralty,  at  Charing-cross,  in 
Ae  short,  period  of  ten  minutes. 

Having  thus  exhausted  all  the  novelty  oC 
we  town  and  its  environs,  it  only  reiTtains  to  u% 
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to  lapse  into  the  dull  round  of  the  plac€.  It  ii 
said  that  in  days  of  peace,  long  grass  grow» 
upon  the  streets.  In  time  of  war  they  are  more 
trodden ;  but,  icven  'then,  the  busy  activity  of 
the  place  occurs  only  at  intervals,  such  as  when 
a  fleet  comes  in,  or  is  about  to  sail :  at  which 
periods  the  town  becomes  all  crowd  and  hurry^ 
ibr  a  few  days,  iuid  then  suddenly  reverts  to  a. 
languid  intermission  of  duln^ss  and  inactivity. 
'  ^  ^  In  respect  to  streets,  houses,  markets,  and 
traffic,  Portsmouth  is  not  unlike  other  country 
towns,  but  Portsmouth-pointy  Portsea-commoh, 
and  some  other  parts  cf  the  town  have  peculii* 
rities  which  seem  to  sanction  the  celebrity  the- 
place  has  acquired.  In  some  quarters,  Ports- 
iDOuth  is  not  only  filthy  and  crowded,  but 
crowded  with  ^  class  of  low  and  abandoned 
beings,  who  seem  to  have  declared  open  war 
igainst  ^very  habit  of  decency  and  decorum. 
The  riotous,  drunken,  and  immoral  Scenes  of 
diis  place  exceed,  perhaps,  all  others.  Com- 
tnonly  gross  obscenity  and  intoxication  preserve 
enough  of  diffidence  to  seek  the  concealment  of 
flight,  and,  assuming  a  kind  of  decency,  strive 
to  hide  themselves  from  the  public  eye:  but,* 
here,  hordes  of  proflrgaie  females  are  seen  reeK 
itrg  in  drunkenness,  or  plying  upon  the  streets 
with  shocking  immodesty  in  open  day.  These 
^ughters '  of  Cypria  are  not  only  of  manners 
peculiar,  but  likewise  of  such  peculiar  figu1:t 
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and  appaid,  that  it  were  diffieult,  in  atfy  other 
.part  of  England;  to  find  a  correct  resemblance 
^  them. 

To  form  to  yourself  an  idea  of  these  tender 
^mamenti  of  the  fair-sex,  imagine  a  being  of 
more  than  Amasonian  stature/  having  a  crimson 
countenance^  emblazoned  with  all  the  effrontery 
of  Cyprian  confidence,  and  broad  Bacchanalian 
iblly;  give  to  her  bold  visage  the  warlike  fea*> 
tores  of  two  wounded  cheeks,  a  tumid  nose^ 
scarred  and  l)attered  brows,  and  a  pair  of  black* 
xaued  eyes^  with  deeply  reddened  balls;  then 
add  to  her  sides  a  pair  of  brawny  arms,  fit  to 
encounter  a  Colossus,  and  set  her  upon  two 
ancles  like  the  fixed  supporters  of  agate:  by 
way  of  apparel,  put  upon  her  a  loose  flying  cap, 
a  man's  black  hat,  a  torn  neckerchief,  stone 
tings  on  her  fingers,  and  a  dirty  white,  or  taw*- 
dry  flowered  gown,  with  short  apron,  and  a 
pink  petticoat:  thus,  will  3'ou  have  something 
very  like  the  figure  of  **  Sweet  Poll  of  Ports- 
mouth." 

My  visit  to  the  dock-yard  was  of  a  nature 
hi(^ly  gratifying.  I  contemplated  this  vast 
dep6t  of  stores ;  this  great  workshop  of  our 
navy,  as  the  emblem  of  our  nation's  glory.  I 
{regarded  each  spot  with  sill  the  enthusiastic  ve^ 
neration  of  a  Briton,  proud  of  his  country's 
greatness,  and  iof  the  splendid  and  h^oit 
achievements  of  its  defeadbrs;  '  t  ^ 
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The  Tigre,  ship  of  war,  lat^y  ituken  from 
the  French,  by  Lord  Bridport;  beiiig^  in  dock^ 
-we  had  the  opportunity  of  going  on  board,  'te 
witness  the  injuries.  Abe  had  sustained  from  the 
thunderbolts,  of  Bptsun^  Ihr  shattered  candid 
ti<^n  bejspake,  in  strong  expression^  the  terrible 
^ect#  of  a  cjlose-fought  action  at  sea^  Yet 
we  were  told  ^at  all  she  had  suffered  was  trivial) 
compared  to  what  is  $eeii,  in  many  vessds,  after 
a  battle.  If  so,  it  is  ecjualty  matter  of  .surpcne 
that  such  Vessels  nhoiidd  beikeptslfloat,.  ta  tiist 
any  should  ever  h^ve  be^  constructed  capable 
of  withstanding  the  4estracti\'e  batteries  b6w 
brought  against  the4i# 

While  ^xaminin^  the  maty  wounds  of  the 
jigre,  tny  mind  called  up,  \n  yivid  associatioii^ 
the  late  i;ioble  retreat  madi^  by  our  gallant  ad> 
miral  Cprnw^Jlis,  which  I  have  always. thougfct 
did  him  singular  credit  Conducted  as  it  was^ 
it  had  all  the  merit  Qf  a  great  .victx>ry,.  and  I 
well  reipember  that,  at  the  first  moment  of  pe^ 
rusing  the  dispatches  concerning  it,  I  was  im» 
pressed  wich  a  high  sense  of  that  officer's  judg- 
ment, and  his  valour,  and  felt  that  I  shoi^ld 
ever  reta.in  the  higliest  respect  for  his  profes* 
sibnal  talejiits*  To  have  defended  an  inferior 
fle^t,  gainst  sudh  unequal  force,  and  to  have 
^pught  every  ship  safe  into  port,  argues  a  dei- 
gre^  of  intrei:dd  deliberation,  of  address,  and  of 
steady  valour,  which  caa  only  be  found  iii  a 
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great  commaftder;  *  To  have  brought  in  the  fast- 
saifing  vesseK  of  wife  sqtiadtbn  woiild  have  been 
meritorioui  :  Mt  iohaV^e  dr6pped  astern,  with 
the§e;  and^dauSid 'iKflri'  tb  Kear  the  bfows,  in 
pnitectlon  of  tAe  ^VcMkt  Vessels,  whilst  they 
dade  the  best  <i(  the  wind  J^  and,,  thus,  to  have 
saVed  the'  Wht>le,  Vas  douMy  Konotabfei  *  It 
was  great  rod  bold,  and' worthy  the  brotheif  of 
our  brave  Wd  Ibng-este6nwd  'Marquis,  whose 
high  and  weH-appreciated  4afWts  are  so  univer- 
sally acknowledged, '  aiid  io  ilicreased  in  splen-' 
dour,  by  thcf  hutnanity  and  benevolence  of  his 
nature.  Thkt  tivx)  *  such  ^distinguished  com* 
manders,  iti  ^thV  diflferent' branches  of  our  ser-' 
vice,  sbouldbe^und  in  ^  Same  family,  is  no 
less  honorable  to  themselves  than  gratifying  to 
thdr*  country.  Of  such  men  England  has  just 
cause  ta  be  proud,  *  . 

My  visit  to  Haslar  hospital  was  iti  keeping 
with  that  to  thte  dock -yard.  Connected  ^idi 
our  country's  jgreatness,  it  called  up  a  similar 
train  of  ideas,  and  I  felt  it  an  honor  to  £ng* 
land  that  so  noble  an  institution  should  offer,  to 
our  brave  tars,  the  comforts  required  in  sick- 
ness. Too  mu6h  cannot  be  doiie  for  our^navy, 
nor  can  the  provision  for  ouri^k  and  wdunded* 
defenders  be  too  liberal:  they  merit  all  their 
country  can  bestow.  It  has  long  been  said,  and 
with  great  correctness,  thajt  British '  sailors  dxe 
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apothecaries,  a  chaplam,  an  agent,  a  steward 
and  a  dispea^r,  with  assistamts  and  servants  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  sick.  The  hospital 
accommodates  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pa^ 
tientSy  conTeniently,  but  it  sometimes  happens^ 
that  it  receives  as  many  as  two  thousand.  This 
important  establishment  was  founded  in  the  year 
1746,  but  was  ten  years  before  it  was  completed, 
the  patioits  not  being  admitted  until  the  year 
1756.  The  expenditure,  as  may  be  expected, 
from  the  nature  of  the  institution,  differs  very 
widely  in  different  years,  varying  from  10,000/.. 
to  upwards  of  30,000/.  per  annum. 

But  great  and  liberal  as  the  relief  is  which 
ia  held^ut,  to  the  sick«  we  are  not  to  contem- 
plate this  splendid  institution,  in  the  limited  view 
of  a  mere  asylum  for  those  who  are,  imme- 
diately, suffering.  Its  object  is  far  mure  exten-^ 
sive :  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  depAt — the  great 
and  general  receptacle  of  maritime  sickness, 
and  the  best  guardian  of  our  navy ;  for  it  not 
only  offers  a  home  to  the  sick,  but  holds  out 
the  means  of  keeping  disease  and  infection 
from  our  fleets.  Every  sliip  lying  in  harboor, 
oc  upon  going  out  to  ^ea,  has  the  privilege  of 
sending  any  of  the  sailors  who  may  chance  ta 
tie  ill,  to  the  Haslar ;  a  regulation  founded  in 
wisdom,  and  fraught  with  great  and  manifold 
advantages;  for,  not  only  are  the  sick  more 


speedily  recoveted,  but,  by  this  exq^ttent.  ar- 
rangement, €very  ship  is^  made  free  from  diiea^e^ 
and  contagion  k  prevented;  or^  if  it  ahould  al- 
ready exist,  is  kept  from  spreading  through  the 
vessel,  or  extending  its  dire&I  effecta  to  the 
fleet  Hence,  from  the  extensive  accommoda- 
tion of  this  admirable  institution,  and  from  the 
strict  rules  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  which 
are  now  observed  on  board  the  ships,  all  appre* 
hension  is  removed  of  great  and  general  sick- 
ness in  the  navy. 

I  mentioned  the  ramparts  as  another  object 
of  our  attention^  These  form  an  agreeable  re* 
lief  to  the  general  heaviness  of  the  town,  by  af* 
fording  a  lively  and  extensive  view  of  the  en- 
virons, including  the  sea,  the  Isle  of  Wight^ 
and  the  Southampton  river,  with  the  fleets  at 
Spithead  a^d  St.  Helens. 

The  fortifications  of  Portsmouth  have  been, 
lately,  extended  to  the  part  called  Portsea,  by 
which  they  have  assumed  a  more  formidable 
aspect;  and  although  they  are,  even  yet,  more 
calculated  to  guard  against  a  surprise,  than  to  ^ 
withstand  the  regular  attack  of  a  besieging 
army,  still,  from  its  fosses,  its  bastions,  and 
its  angles,  this  place  wears  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a  regularly  fortified  town,  than  any 
other  of  our  island.  But,  happily  for  Eng- 
land^ she  has  been  fortified  by  a  greater  master 

c3 
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iStim  Vaiibaoy  Cdfaert^  6t  any  oth#r  aogineer 
of  modem  or  ancient  celebrity*  The  trident  of 
M  Nepttme  has  dug  a  deep  fosse  around  her, 
iirhich  Britons,  of  the  present  day,  know  bow 
toward,  as  their  best  defei^e. 


jUEXTUi  jy.  ^  fiS 
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J>nix  at  Portsmouth,  sa^d  the  Ulysses  Dot  yet 
come  found  from  the  Thames ! 

Some  troops  were  embarked  ob  the  27th 
mst  from  this  place.  The  weatlier  .was  rough 
and  unfavorable.  Such  indeed  has*  it,  con- 
stantly, been,  since  our  arrival-^alWiys'Stoirttiy, 
and,  at  times,  tempestuous.  From  this  stitte  of 
the  weather  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  this  great  maritime  port  to  much  advan* 
tage ;  a  degree  of  grandeur  being  added*  to  the 
scenery,  which,  in  a  more  tranquil  season,  would 
not  have'  existed.  The  general  movement  and 
activity  have  been,  necessarily,  increased ;  wc 
have  heard  the'  deep  roaring  of  the  KllowSi  and 
have  listened  to  the  howling  of  the  wind,  and 
the  beating  of  the  storm  among  the  shipping ; 
the  troubled  waves  have  dashed,  in  heavy  seas, 
upon  the  land;  or  broken  with  violence,  against 
the  rampart-walls;  boats  and  ships  have  been 
set  adrift,  others  have  been  forced  from  their 
anchors  and  cast  on  shore;  and  that  degree  of 
the  grand  and  terrific,  necessary  to  the  sublime, 
has  strongly  prevailed. 

You  expected  probably,  that  my  next  letter 
c  4- 
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The  injuries  done  were  less  than  might 
,have  been  expected.  Some  of  the  ships  and 
bofts  necessarily  suffered;  a  few  houses  were 
^unroofed;  and,  amidst  the  devastation,  the 
.windmill,  at  Gosport,  was>faiown  to  the  ground. 
It  vras,  at  first,  said  that  many  lives  were  losi ; 
but,  happily,  we  do  not  find  this  report. coti* 
finned. 
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Portsmouth^  Nor.  6,  179^ 

-  « 

Out  of  dvil,  it  is  said,  sometimes  sprjageth 
good :  aod  I  feel  assured  that  you  will  ag^ee 
with  me,  in  considering  the  adage  yexjAed, 
when  I  tell  you,  that  the  repeated  delays  to 
which  we  have  been  subjected  have  proved  the 
means  of  completing  our  party,  by  converting 
our  harmonious  trio  into  a  still  moreeocial  quar- 
tette :  a  circumstance  which  has  l;iappened  fronli 
our  having  the  company  of  Dr.  Cleghorn,  who  is 
now  arrived,  at  this  place,  on  his  way  to  join 
the  St.  Domingo  hospital  staff.  He  is  a  plea- 
sant, well-informed  man,  brother  to  the  profes- 
sor of  anatomy  in  the  University  of  Dublin, 
and  nephew  to  the  celebrated  author  on  the 
diseases  of  Minorca.  His  society  is  a  great 
acquisition  to  us,  and  we  are  much  gratified  in 
having  such  an  agreeable  addition  to  our  party. 
We  now  look,  more  anxiously  than  ever,  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Ulysses,  in  the  hope  of  being 
allowed  to  establish  a  friendly  mess  for  the 
voyage. 

With  our  newly-arrived  comrade  we  have 
repeated  our  visits  to  the  dock-yard,  the  Haslar 
hospital,  and  the  For  ton  prison. 
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At  the  prison  we  met  with  a  striking  ex* 
ample  of  the  great  vicissitudes  to  which  persons 
are  liable,  who  are  exposed  to  the  hazardous 
chances  of  war.  Observing  among  the  prison** 
er8>  an  officer  whq  had  lost  his  right  arm,  we 
were  led  to  ask  some  questions  respecting  him, 
when  we  learned  that  he  was  the  very  lieutenant 
who  took  possession  of  our  ship  of  war  the  Alex^ 
ander,  at  the  time  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
French:  and  that  he  had,  afterwards,  been 
taken  in  one  of  the  ships  captured  by  Lord 
Bridport^s  fleet,  and  had  lost  his  arm  in  the 
action.  Thus  the  man,  who,  but  a  short  time 
ago,  rejoiced  in  victory,  is  now  humbled  by 
defeat,  and  has  the  sad  mortification  of  being 
confined  a  prisoner,  with  the  loss  of  a  most  im-» 
pcrtant  IimT>,  and  the  melancholy  prospect  of 
being  a  cripple  throughout  the  remainder  of  hk 
life. 
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Spitheadi  Nov,  12. 

Gbeetinos  from  the  Ulysses !  Our  suspense  is, 
at  length,  relieved.  The  day  after  I  last  wrote 
to  you,  our  long-looked-for  Ulysses  arrived,  with 
a  6eet  from  the'  Downs,  and  yest^day,  Doctors 
Henderson,  Master,  Cleghom,  and  myself,  took  ' 
our  births  on  board,  finding  Master's  and  my 
baggage  stowed  in  safety. 

We  left  Portsmouth  amidst  a  great  scene 
of  hurry  and  confusion,  in  consequence  of  a 
report  having  prevailed,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
fleet  from  the  Do^alls,  that  every  ship,  belong- 
ing to  the  expedition,   was  to   sail,    without  * 
further  delay;  those  of  the  Lee  ward  Island  divi^ 
sion  for  Barbadoes,  and  those  of  the  St  Do-^ 
mingo  division  for  Cork.    The  transports,  with 
troops  froiQ  Southampton,  happening  to  drop 
down  the  river  at  the  same  time,  to  rendez- 
vous at  the  Motherbank  and  Spithead,  seemed 
to  confirm  the  report ;  and  suddenly,  all  was 
converted  into    extreme  hurry  and    activity. 
Multitudes,  both  from  the  newly  arrived  ships, 
and  from  those  which  had  been  long  waiting, 
thronged  on  shore  to  purchase  provisions  and 
stores,  to  complete  their  stock  for  the  voyage. 
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Many,  who  had  passed  their  hours  of  suspense 
in  the  town^  had  also  their  marketings  to  make ; 
and  hence  the  demand  becoming,  suddenly^ 
greater  than  the  supply,  it  mtroduced  all  the 
confusion  of  a  general  scramble.  Each  seized 
upon  whatever  provisions  he  could  iind,  asking 
no  questional  but  paying  any  money  that  wait 
demanded. 

Not  aware  of  the  tumultuous  pressure  of 
such  a  moment,  and  considering  ours  to  be  only 
a  short  passage  we  had,  purposely,  delayed 
purchasing  our  meat,  bread,  and  other  fresh 
provisions,  until  we  should  he  certain  that  the 
8hip>  in  M(hich  we  were  to  make  the  voyage, 
was  arrived.  But,  should  we  proceed  to  sea, 
imibediatety,  and  the  voyage  be  at  alt  protrasct* 
ed,  we  aliall  be  reduced,  by  this  neglect,  to  salt 
food,  and  the  ship's  allowance;  for,  we  were" 
unable  to  obtain  what  we  wished, .  and  were 
compelled  to  repair  on  board  with  a  veiry  dcfi^ 
cient  supply. 

All  the  butchers'  and  bakers^  shops  were 
quTckly  emptied.  Not  a  loaf,  nor  a  bit  of  meat, 
ni>t  feven  a  carrot,  or  a  cabbage  remained,  and 
many  went  empty  a*?ay.  Neither  porters  nor' 
servants  were  required ;  ev^  one  who  was  sue-  • 
ceasful  enough  to  put  his  hand  upon  any  provf- 
sions^  gladly  became  the  bearer  of  his  owh  load. 
To  shew  you  the  extremity  to  which  we  were 
reduced^  I  may  tell  you  that  our  party  stopped 
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a-«i9ni  upap  the  street,  who  ^^as  <:arryiiig  home 
a  large  giblet  pie,  hot  from  the  oven,  which  we 
tempted. him  to  let  us  take  oa  board,  by  offer- 
iag  for  the  pie  and  the  dish^  more  than  double 
their  value ;  or  whatever  money  be  might  de* 
niaod. 

To  an  unconcerned  spectator  it  must  have 
been  a  most  ludicrous  and  diverting  scepe,  and, 
such  as  might  have  afforded  full  scope  to  the  alU. 
animating  pencil  of  Hogarth.  We  were  too 
intimately  assp<uated  in  what  was  passing,  to 
view  it  only  witli  ^n  eye  of  amusement  StiU 
I  could  not  but  remark  the  oddity  of  the  as- 
semUagB,  and  the  varied  expression  of  counter 
nance,  as  actuated  by  hope,  joy,  disoppointr. 
ment,  hurry,  and  anxiety.  Military  wd  naval 
officers,  pasj»engers,  seJtvants,  soldiers,  sailors,, 
boys, '  women,  and  negroes,  all  crowded  toge* 
ther  upon  the  streets,  formed  one  heterogeneous 
mass-~one  great  and  motley  g^roup,  of  which 
every  part  was  in  busy  motion;  each  person 
feeling  the  apprehension  of  being  left  behind. 

From  the  multitudes  of  anxious  heavy-ladeni 
individuals  who  were  seen  running  with  their 
burdens  down  to  the  boats^  and  scrambling  to^ 
embark,  it  might  have  appeared  to  a  stnmger, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Portsmouth  were  mak*. 
itig  one  gfreat  efibrt  to  carry  off  all  tjbue  provi- 
sions, stores,  and  furniture  of  the  totf  n^  before 
evjumatiog  it  to. the  possession  of  an  eneivyi 
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One  hupried  off  with  lelgjs  and  slK)u1der$  of  mat* 
ton,  another  with  half  a  sheep,  a  third  with 
^  huge  piece  of  beef,  and  others  with  different 
joints  of  veal  or  pork.  Here  was  a  man  running 
with  a  cheese,  there  one  with  a  sugar-loaf. 
Others  were  scampering  away  loaded  with  rice, 
or  papers  of  groceries.  Some  i^n  off  trith  bags 
of  bread,  some  with  baskets  of  greens,  pdtatoes, 
carrots,  turnips,  and  the  like.  Many  were  seenr 
bending  under  heavy  bundles  of  clothes,,  wet 
from  the  walsh  J  others  loaded  with  camp-stools, 
deal  boxes,  sea-coffers,  pewter  utensils,  and  va- 
rious other  kinds  of  stores;  and,  amidst  the 
throng,  ourselves  with  the  smoking  giblet  pie, 
and  stich  other  provisions  as  we  had  been  able 
to  procure*  Every  one  was  upon  the  alert.  Ne* 
cessity  nuide  all  induistriotts,  and,  without  any 
idle  or  scrupulous  objections,  each  was  glad  to' 
minister  to  his  own  wants. 

Such  WW  the  State  in  which  we  left  Ports* 
mouth;  after  a  residence  of  three  weeks,  during 
which  time  we  had  regarded  it  as  ^  dull  inant^ 
mate  pl&ce;  but  the  change  was  sudden,  and  will 
be  only  transient:  the  hurry  and  tumult  will 
vanish  with  the  sailing  of  the  fleet,  and  the 
town  will  relapse  into  its  tranquil  sameness,  un* 
til  the  recurrence  of  a  similar  occasion. 

Let  me  return  with  you  to  the  Ulysses,  and 
tell  you,  that  upon  reaching  the  ship,  we  had 
SO' anxiously  looked  for,  we  w^e  refieived  a« 
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pTOpte  unknown  and  junregarded,  conducted 
into  a  large  ward-room,  strewed  with  various 
kinds  of  lumber,  and  tliere  left,  as  in*  a  wilder- 
ness. No.  births  had  been  prepared,  nor  any 
kind  of  arrangement  made  for  us.  Not  a  cot 
was  slung;  nor  any  sleeping-place  allotted.  The 
Ward-room  was  open  to  all,  and  was  ta  serve  for 
the  whole  of  the  passengers.  We  were  turned 
in  loose,  with  six  or  eight  other  persons,  and 
soon  found  ourselves  to  be,  only,  individuals  of 
the  general  herd;  the  whole  flock  being  left, 
at  large,  like  sheep  in  a  common  fold. 

The  vessel  is  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the 
navy,  and  it  was  no  part  6f  his  duty  to  prepare, 
accomrriodations  for  passengers  vVhom  he  neither 
knew  nor  expected*     She  is  one  of  the  old  forty- 
four  gun  frigates,  and  carries  some  of  her  guns 
as  an  armed  transport.     If  our  ship  had  been  a 
common  transport,  or  a  merchantman,  we  might 
have  felt  enough  at  home  to  hate  demanded  all 
we  required,  but,  from  not  having  been  passen- 
gers before  on  board  a  ship  of  war,   Cleghom, 
Master,  and  myself  w^re  quite  at-fi  loss  how  to 
proceed.     Fortunately   Henderson   is  hK)re    au 
fait  to  these  subjects,  and  from  understanding 
the  necessary  etiquette,  kindly  took  upon*  him* 
self  the  task  of  meliorating  our  condition.  Hav- 
ing applied,  with  all  due  ceremony,  to  the  Go* 
vernor  of  ourocjean-castle,  he  soon  succeeded  in 
bringing  one  of  the  lieutenants  to  our  aid;  who, 
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very  obligingly,  gave  immediate  directions  fot 
bettering  our  situation,  and  it  was  gratifying, 
beyond  all  the  advantages  of  personal  conve* 
nience,  to  observe  with  what  promptitude  his 
orders  were  put  in  execution.  The  packages, 
and  other  incommoding  lumber,  were  quickly 
removed ;  and  a  canvass  partition  was  put  up  to 
divide  the  ward-room  into  two  separate  apart* 
ments;  allotting  to  us  that  on  the  starboard' 
side.  Four  cots  were  slung,  in  a  row,  over  th« 
cannon,  and  inclosed  with  another  canvass  run- 
ning parallel  with  the  former,  throughout  the 
whole  length  of  the  ward-room.  This  formed 
a  general  sleeping  birth  for  our  mess,  allowing 
to  each  his  appropriate  dressing-room  between 
the  several  guns ;  and,  thus,  we  were  speedily 
fnrnished  with  fiye  distinct  apartments,  viz. 
a  long  narrow  ^dining-room,  and,  as  ,we  were 
assured,  four  excellent  bed-rooms. 

We  were  both  amused  and  gratified  in  oIk 
aerving  the  expertness  of  the  ship's  carpenters, 
and  all  the  men  employed  upon  this  occasion; 
and  it  afforded  us  great  pleasure  to  remark  how 
prompt  and  obedient  they  were  in  executing  the 
commands  of  tlieir  officers.  On  board  a  transport 
or  a  merchantman,  several  days  would  have  beea 
expended,  in  preparing  what  was  here  complete 
in  a  single  hour. 

As  we  are  only  fresh-water  sailors,  it  wat 
hinted,  for  our  information^    that  the  aft,  or 
3 


LETTER  VI.  SS 

iternmost  cot,  being  the  upper  birth  on  the  star* 
board  side,  was  deemed  the  place  of  honor,  and 
hence  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  captain, 
when  the  officers  sleep  in  the  ward-room.  My 
ambition  did  not  lead  me  to  contend  for  this 
siokening  post  of  honor,  therefore,  in  obedience 
to  my  poor  nauseated  stomach,  I  begged  per- 
mission to  take  the  lowest  cot  of  the  four,  and 
am  accordingly  indulged  with  the  birth  nearest 
the  centre  of  the  ship,  where  I  lie  with  my  three 
comrades,  in  a  row,  behind  me.  In  balance 
for  this  accommodation  I  find  that  at  each  move  1 
mentof  the  ship,  or  the  cot,  my  feet  are  struck 
agrainst  the  bulk-head  at  the  bottom  of  the  ward- 
room; I  am  bumped  upon  the  huge  cannon 
standing  undcirme;  or  have  Dr.  Cleghorn's  feet 
roughly  presented  to  my  head. 
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LETTER    VIL 

H*  M,  S.  Ulysses,  Nor.  15* 

The  long-expected  day  is  at  length  arrived: 
the  signal  of  departure  being  given,  all  the 
ships  of  the  Leeward  Island  division  weigh- 
ed anchor  this  morning,  and  put  to  sea  under  a 
most  favorable  breeze.  The  Ulysses  being  left 
to  wait  the  sailing  of  the  convoy  for  Cork,  we 
remained  spectators,  and  had  every  opportunity 
of  enjoying  the  splendid  and  animating  scene. 
The  day  was  fine,  and  the  wind  steady.  On. 
passing  round,  or,  to  use  the  sailors*  term, 
doubling  the  point  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  all  the 
ships  appeared  to  fall  into  regular  succession, 
forming  a  line  of  seemingly  endless  extent, 
each  elevating  her  sails,  into  view,  over  the 
territory. of  the  island,  as  if  they  were  con- 
tending which  should  be  longest  seen. 

It  was  a  pleasing  spectacle  to  every  be- 
holderj  apd  those  who  felt  as  Englishmen  ought, 
derived,  from  it,  sensations  peculiarly  grateful. 
To  witness  such  a  fleet  steering  from  our  little 
island,  into  the  broad  ocean,  to  fight  our  battles 
in  a  far  distant  country,  conveyed  ideas  of  great- 
ness and  power^  which  were  calculated  to  raise 
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a  just  ambition  in  every  British  bosom*  The 
ships  of  war  and  transports  exceeded  two  hun- 
dred sail.  The  immense  ship,  the  Commerce  de 
Marseilles,  captured  at  Toulon,  is  at  the  head  of 
the  convoy,  with  the  admiral,  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  army,  and  nearly  a  thousand  troops 
on  board.  It  is,  currently,  reported  here  that 
the  whole  of  these,  together  with  the  Cork  divi- 
sion, are  to  rendezvous  at  Barbadoes,  and,  mak- 
ing that  the  grand  dep6t,  proceed,  from  thence, 
to  the  attack  of  various  colonies. 

For  a  long  time  past  this  vast  armament  has 
been  expected  in  the  West  Indies,  and  during 
many  tedious  weeks  has  England,  almost  daily, 
looked  for  its  departure ;  but  to  prepare,  and 
set  afloat  such  a  fleet,  and  such  an  army,  is  an 
undertaking  far  more  difficult  than  those  super- 
ficial observers,  who  are  ignorant  of  the  service, 
are  willing  to  imagine.  If  it  meet  with 
fair  winds,  and  proceed  without  disaster,  or 
unforeseen  delay,  it  may  yet  vrive  at  a  good 
season,  and  in  time,  perhaps,  to  effect  all  its  in- 
tended operations. 

We  were,  yesterday,  regale^J  with  the  loud 
treat  of  hearing  the  ship's  cannon  fired,  whilst 
we  were  on  board.  Every  thing  was  cleared 
away,  as  if  preparing  for  action:  all  the  doors 
and  windows  v^ere  set  open,  and  every  precau- 
tion used,  to  prevent  injury  or  accident.  We 
remained  in  the  ward-room  during  the  time  of 
D  3 
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firing  theguqs  in  that  part  of  the  ship,  and  en« 
deavoured  to  be  strittly  attentive  to  the  eflfect 
Itfuras  not  unlike  a  violent  stroke  of  electricity : 
and^  for  a  moment,  we  felt  stunned  with  the 
shock.  The  jarring  concussion  conveyed  the 
sensation  of  the  whole  ship  having  shivered 
asunder,  or  suddenly  .burst  into  atoms;  and  it 
seemed  a  subject  of  surprize  that  the  ears  of  the 
sailors  should,  ever,  become  capable  of  support* 
ing  the  successive  and  violent  explosions  of  a 
hostile  engagement  Notwithstanding  the  pre- 
caution of  letting  down  the  windows,  those  of 
the  quarter  gallery  "were  shattered  to  pieces. 

As  we  are  to  wait  for  other  ships,  we  may 
BOW  find  an  opportunity  of  adding  to  the  scanty 
stock  of  provisions,  which  we  procured  amidst 
the  general  scramble  of  embarkation :  we  hope, 
also,  that  our  vessel  will  have  time  to  take  in  a 
fresh  supply  of  water;  for  we  have,  hitherto, 
suffered,  very  severely,  from  not  having  any 
on  board  but  what  has  been  putrid  and  offen- 
sive; and  coming  to  this  direttly  from  the 
shore,  has  rendered  it  far  worse  than  if  we  had 
been,  gradually,  compelled  to  submit  to  it,  after 
being  a  long  time  at  sea.  To  myself,  in  particu- 
lar, this  is  a  weighty  misfortune,  as  I  have  not 
the  common  resource  of  flying  to  wine  and  beer, 
as  a  relief.  Wp  have  taken  to  our  aid,  both  pu- 
rifiers and  filtering  stones;  and,  we  are  further 
^ured  of  having  our  present  sufferings  com*^ 
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pensated  upon  the  passage ;  for  the  Thames  wa^ 
ter,  now  so  offensive,  will  soon  restore  itself,  and, 
becoming  settled  and  depurated,  will  be  clear 
and  sweet  as  we  can  desire. 

With  regard  to  our  eating,  likewise,  'tis  well 
we  arc  not  of  the  Epicurean  school.  The  many  dis* 
i^reeable  smells,  and  the  heaving  motion  of  the 
ship,  have  much  impaired  our  appetites ;  and,  if 
we  were  over-dainty,  we  must,  literally,  starve ; 
for  our  governor  of  the  galley  happens  to  be  fit 
only  to  cook  for  the  stomachs  of  Neptune's 
hardiest  sons* 

As  soon  as  theother  vessels  shall  be  ready,  the^ 
Ulysses,  we  are  told,  is  to  proceed  with  them 
to  Cowes  harbour,  to  join  the  St  Domingo  divi- 
sion. It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  my  next 
letter  may  be  addressed  to  you  from  Ireland. 


i>4 


40  NOTES  ON  THE  vrar  nxjyns. 


LETTER  VIII. 

Spithetd,  Nov,  19. 

When,  in  my  last,  1  mentioned  to  you  the 
splendid  sight  we  had  witnessed,  in  the  departure 
6F  an  important  division  of  our  great  expedi- 
tion, I  did  not  anticipate  the  painful  reverse  of,^ 
thus  soon,  communicating  the  unhappy  tidings 
of  its  return.  Pleased  as  we  were  at  the  sail- 
ing of  this  grand  fleet,  only  a  few  days  since ; 
now,  we  should  rejoice,  still  more,  could  we 
see  every  ship  again  safe  in  harbour. 

Yesterday  we  experienced,  a  most  tremen- 
dous gale,  which,  from  its  disastrous  effects 
among  the  shipping  at  Spithead,  led  to  very 
painful  apprehensions  concerning  the  fleet  which 
had  so  lately  gone  to  sea.  The  wind  having 
shifted  to  an  unfavorable  point,  and  blowing 
with  great  violence,  it  was  manifest  that  the . 
convoy  could  not  proceed;  and  too  evident, 
that  many  of  the  ships »must  be  damaged  or  lost; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  we  are,  already,  wit- 
nessing the  melancholy  confirmation  of  our 
.  fears ;  for  the  fleet  not  having  cleared  the  chau" 
nel,  was  unable  to  weather  the  storm,  and,  du- 
ring the  whole  of  this  day,  different  ships  have 
been  dropping  in  at  St.  Helens,  in  a  sadly  dii^ 
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abled  state,  bringing  still  worse  tidings  of  tliose 
kft  behind.  A  storm  so  violent  and  destruc« 
live  has  seldom  been  knowain  this  climate;  in- 
deed, many  who  had  been  in  the  West  Indies, 
remarked,  that  it  was  scarcely  inferior  to  a  tro- 
pical hurricane.  Even  the  admiral's  ship  was  in 
extreme  peril,  and,  with  great  difficulty,  was 
supported  through  the  galie.  She  is  now  brought 
back  in  a  much  injured  condition,  being  i-ery 
leaky,  and  having  a  consrdehible  deptli  of  water 
in  the  bold.  So  alarming  was  her  situation, 
during  the  tempest,  that  if  the  boisterous  ele- 
ments had  raged  only  a  little  longer,  she  would 
have,  probably,  gone  to  the  bottom,  with  the 
general,  the  admiral,  and  nearly  two  thousand 
souls  on  board. 

Multitudes  are  known  to  be  lostr  but  the 
full  extent  of  this  sad  disaster  cannot  yet  be 
ascertained,  for  crippled  ships^  still  continue  to 
arrive:*  it  is  hoped  therefore  that  some  may 
appear  which  report  leads  us  not  to  expect. 
Among  those  most  despaired  of  is  the  Stanley, 
with  some  hundreds  of  troops  on  board.  Of 
this  ship  not  the  slightest  intelligence  can  be 
learned,  from  any  one  yet  returned.  She  is  sup- 
posed to  have  gone  to  the  bottom,  and  all  hands 
to  have  perished!  What  a  sad  and  melancholy 
change !  Tliis  vast  fleet,  which  had  cost-so  much 
tinie,  and  toil  in  its  equipment ;  and  which,  so 
Jately,  spread  its  sails  under  the  fail  est  prospects. 
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h  already  defeated^  disabled,  and  brought  to 
ruin !  What  a  striking  proof  of  the  weaknegi 
of  human  foresight ;  and  of  the  uncertainty  of 
all  our  wisest  calculations ! 

Signals  of  distress  were  beard  on  all  quar«- 
ters.  Pieces  of*  masts,  cordage,  and  planka 
floated  by  the  sides  of  the  Ulysses :  all  was  hurry 
and  alarm  around  us.  Many  vessels  lying  near 
to  us  were  injured;  some^  driven  from  their 
anchors,  drifted  on  board  other  ships,  or  were 
cast  on  shore/  and,  being  wrecked,  remained* 
before  our^eyes,  fearful  examples  of  the  greater 
evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  storm. 

Such  was  the  perilous  insecurity  even  of 
the  Ulysses,  that  although,  to  use  the  sea-term, 
we  had  struck  our  top-mastSy  and  made  all  snug, 
it  was  deemed  expedient  to  prepare  the  guns^ 
for  the  purpose  of  firing  signals  of  distress. 

I  was  excessively  ill;  and  from  the  deep 
rolling,  heavy  tossings,  and  the  many  troubled 
motions  of  the  ship,  was  quite  unable  to  sup- 
port myself  upon  my  legs.  Staggering  and 
stumbling  I  crawled  out  of  the  ward-room  to 
the  middle  of  the  half-deck,  to  seek  a  more  cen- 
tral part  of  the  vessel;  and,  there,  clinging  to 
some  firm  hold,  remained,  sick  and  comfortless, 
to  wear  out  a  most  distressful  day.  Afflicted 
with  head-ach,  a  nauseated  stomach,  and  en-^ 
feebled  limbs,  my  contemplations  were  not  of 
the  most  consolatory  nature.    I  saw  all  the  6vils 
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that  were  to  befal  our  fleet  under  tbeir  most 
gloomy  colours.  I  beheld  the  convoy  dispersed ; 
"i^hips  struggling  in  the  gale ;  my  fellow-crear 
tures  sinking ;  and  the  whole  expedition  dia- 
comfited :  the  mind  sympathizing  with  the  sicK* 
ened  frame^  all  was  pictured  as  one  grand  scene 
of  destruction. 

In  the  midst  of  our  danger,  I  could  not 
but  notice  the  strange  remarks,  and  quaint  jokes 
which  passed  among  the  sailors,  who  were,  va« 
riously,  actuated  by  feelings  of « indolence,  an- 
xietyy  or^  indifference.  One  of  them  being 
called  upon  deck,  and  desired  to  go  aloft,  to  do 
something  that  was  expedient  at  the  top  of  the 
mast,  idly  crawled  up,  from  below,  muttering, 
**I'd  rather  be  drowned  in  the  sea,  dammee, 
than  at  the  mast  head!"  another,  observing  a 
passenger  in  a  severe  fit  of  vomiting,  exclaimed, 
"  Dammee,  he's  only  sick  for  want  o 'grog;"  and 
a  third,  as  if  responsive  to  the  other,  called  out, 
'*  StiflF  breeze,  Jack.  He  '11  be  worse  yet  ! 
Steward!  why  don't  you  give  the  gentleman 
some  fat  pork to  settle  his  stomach  ?" 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  storm 
began  to  abate ;  when  torrents  of  rain  lessened 
the  wind,  and  brought  the  sailors  a  respite 
from  the  harassing,  and  perilous  duties  of  the 
day. 

We  were  on  shore  this  morning, at  Ports- 
mouth, and,  from  the  ramparts,  saw  the  ships 
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of  the  returning  fleet  assembled  in  forest  crowd 
at  St.  Helens.  From  thence,  also,  we  had  a 
more  ample  demonstration  of  the  effects  which 
the  storm  had  produced  immediately  arbund 
us ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  we  find  the 
injury  more  extensive  than  we  at  first  imagined.^ 

We  have  had  a  pleasant  ramble,  since  I  last 
wrote  to  you,  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in  search  of 
eggs,  poultry,  and  pigs  to  add  to  our  sea  store. 

It  is,  again,  rumoured  that  we  are  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  first  hour  of  a  fair  wind 
to  proceed  to  Cork,  without  Waiting  for  any 
other  vessel ;  and  we  are  all  of  accord  in  wish- 
ing that  this  may  prove  correct,  for  our  present 
state  of  suspense  is  growing  sadly  wearisomtj 
find  vexatious. 
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LETTER  IX. 

H.  M.  S.  Ulytsei,  Nov/sa 

The  uncertainty  of  the'law  has  established  it- 
self into  an  adage :  but  I  begin  to  suspect  that^ 
proverbial  as  it  is,  it  must  yield  to  the  greater 
incertitude  of  military  service*  In  my  last  let- 
ter I  mentioned  to  you  that  we  were  to  proceed 
to  Cove  the  rhoment  the  wind  was  fair,  and,  in 
this  idea,  we  had  written  to  our  friends  desiring 
them  not  to  address  us,  again,  at  Spithead ;  but 
to  send  their  letters  to  Ireland,  that  they  might 
meet  us  at  Cork.  Now,  we  find  that  our  desti- 
nation is  again  changed,  and  within  the  few  last 
days,  it  has  been  so  rapidly  altered  and  con- 
firmed, fixed,  reversed,  and  varied,  that  we  are 
totally  at  a  loss  on  what  assurance  to  depend. 

At  present  it  is  reported  that  three  forty- 
four  gun  ships,  viz.  the  Ulysses,  the  Experiment, 
and  the  Charon,  are  to  take  in  the  troops,  which 
were  in  such  extreme  peril,  during  the  gale,  on 
board  the  vast  and  unwieldy  Commerce  de  Mar-, 
seilles,  and  to  run  out  with  them,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  the  West  Indies. 

Consistent  with  this  arrangement,  vessels 
came  alongside  the  Ulysses  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  S6th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  re-> 
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moving.the  St.  Domingo  stores;  and  the  hos- 
pital packages,  which  were  stowed  in  this 
ship,  are  now  distributed  into  two  or  three 
vessels;  which  is  an  improvement,  gained  by 
the  change,  for  should  either  of  these  ships 
chance  to  be  lost,  captured,  or  delayed,  still  a 
proportion  of  the  stores  may  safely  arrive  in  the 
others.  Further  advantages  may  also  derive* 
from  the  distribution,  as  an  assortment  will  be 
more  conveniently  at  hand  for  any  case  of  emer- 
gency;  such  as  immediate  or  unexpected  service, 
detachment$,  or  supplying  particular  islands  or 
colonies. 

It  were  difficult  to  acknowledge  similar 
advantages  from  the  separation  of  our  happy  and 
social  mess,  although  we  are,  likewise,  obliged  to 
divide  our  stores,  and  mess-apparatus,  being  now 
instructed  to  make  the  voyage  in  different  sbip^. 
This  is  matter  of  high  regret  to  us  all,  and  the 
more  so,  as  we  had  been  long  enough  together 
to  become  well  acquainted,  and  happy  in  each 
other's  society,  besides  having  jointly  provided 
ourselves  for  the  voyage. 

We  have  received  orders  to  repair,  two  of 
us  to  the  George  and  Bridget,  and  two  to  the 
Lord  Sheffield :  Dr.  Master  and  myself  feel  our- 
selves fortunate  in  being  appointed  to  the  latter, 
for  we  had  visited  the  George  and  Bridget,  and 
had  not  acquired  any  predilection  in  her  favor. 
The  Lord  Sheffield  we  have  not  yel  seen,  but 
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ber  captain  tells  us  that  she  is  a  fast-sailing 
ship,  and  fitted  up  in  a  superior  style^  with  her 
cabin  *'  neat^  lights  and  lively  as  a  drawing*^ 
room^'*  We  dp  not  give  implicit  confidence  to 
the  report  of  one  so  strongly  interested  in  speak* 
ing  her  fair :  but  the  probabilities  are  much  in 
her  favor,  she  being  a  West  India  trader,  and^ 
no  doabt,  better  fitted  for  passengers,  and  better 
adapted,  in  all  respects,  for  a  tropical  climate. 
The  George  and  Bridget  is  a  large  Baltic  timber 
ship,  and,  of  course,  has  not  had  the  same  occa« 
sion  either  for  conveying  or  accommodating  pas- 
sengers. 

We  have  met  with  many  of  the  officers  at 
Portsmouth  who  were  out,  in  the  fleet,  during 
the  late  destructive  gale.  Their  accounts  are  af- 
flicting beyond  all  the  suggestions  even  of  fear- 
ful anticipation.  Deducting  in  due  allowance 
for  the  augmented  terrors  of  young  and  fresh-^ 
water  sailors,  still  the  whole  scene,  and  its  re- 
sult have  been  most  painfully  disastrous ;  for, 
melancholy  to  repeat !  multitudes  of  souls  have 
perished ;  and  six  or  seven  vessels  have  not  been 
heard  of  since  the  storm. 
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LETTER    X. 

Mother-b*Bk,  Dec.  3, 1765. 

My  late  letter  to  you,  from  Portsmouth,  had 
nearly  been  a  last  address.  In  my  passage  from 
thence  to  the  Lord  Sheffield,  at  the  Mother- 
banky  I  was  exposed  to  ^uch  imminent  peril  as 
to  have  had  scarcely  a  hope  of  escape.  The  ne- 
cessary arrangements  being  made  for  dccupying 
our  new  births,  I  left  Portsmouth  in  a  small 
four-oared  boat,  belonging  to  the  Lord  Sheffield, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Jaffray  (the  master  of  the 
ship)  and  Mr.  M^^Lean,  of  the  hospital  depart- 
ment. On  our  way  to  the  Mother-bank,  we 
were  suddenly  overtaken  by  a  violent,  and,  si- 
tuated as  we  were,  most  perilous  storm.  The 
jky  blackened ;  the  tearing  winds  roared ;  and 
the  tumid  sea,  gathering  into  frightful  moun- 
tains, rushed  before  the  wind  in  boisterous 
loudness,  threatening  us  with  instant  destruc- 
tion. Tossed  from  wave  to  wave,  and  dashed 
and  rolled  about,  amidst  the  broken  mountains 
of  water,  every  moment  seemed  likely  to  be  our 
last:  for  any  one  of  the  heavy  seas  might  have 
upset  our  little  bark,  or  have  broken  over  us,  and 
sent  us  to  the  bottom.  Begirt  with  multitudes 
of  rugged  and  liquid  hills,  rupturing  on  all  quar- 
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ters,  and  roUitig  and  tumbling  one  over  another 
towards  her,  so  small  a  boat  seemed  to  have  no 
chance  of  maintaining  herself  upon  the  rude 
and  ever  changing  surface.  From  the  deep 
swellbg  of  the  sea,  together  with  the  ccmstant 
agitation  and  breakmg  of  the  waves,  the  sailori 
could  not  take* sufficient  depth  to  pull  steadily 
with  their  oars ;  nor  could  the  boat  be  made  to 
obey  the  helm. '  At  one  moment  we  were  raised, 
as  it  were,  on  a  pinnacle — at  the  next  ingulfed 
in  deep  shade  between  two  roaring  surges,  tow« 
ering  high  above  us,  and  seeming  to  say,  ^'  Ye 
shall  never  rise  again.**  Yet,  quickly,  we  were 
lifted  upon  a  new-formed  summit;  and  as  sud- 
denly dashed  again  into  the  vale  of  stillmore 
ragged  billows,  each  contending  in  hasty  strife, 
which  should  be  the  n^ssenger  of  our  fate* 

The  captain,  with  a  countenance  strongly 
expressive  of  anxiety,  begged  of  us  not  to  speak, 
lest  we  should  divert  his  attention  from  the 
helm:  upon  the  management  of  which  our 
safety  very  much  depended.  Sitting  at  his 
elbow,  in  profound  silence,  as  he  desired,  I 
watched  his  features  as  the  barometer  of  my 
hopes  and  fears,  and  you  will  believe  that  I  felt 
not  quite  at  ease,  upon  observing  him  betray 
manifest  symptoms  of  alarm.  To  move  was 
evai  worse  than  to  speak,  stad  might  be  instant 
destruction  to  us  all ;  hence  it  only  remained  to 
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M  to  sit  hx  solenm  sti^oets^  and  jmA  our  d*- 
tJny.  .        ' 

To  reach  the  Lord  Shefl^d  was  absolutely 
itwpoisible ;  for  the  wind  was  coirtmry,  and  tfae 
«ide  hi  concert  widi  the  stmm,  to  prevent  it : 

*  aiM  to  r^turti  t<#  Portsmouth  was,  scarcely,  iess 
'&^ikt\At^  or  less  perilous,  fi'om  libe  inability  of 

'<^ur  tittle  boat  to  resist  the  enoraions  fbllowiag 
reaves,  impelled  by  tln^  jokt  force  ^f  tiie  gale 
«ftdthetkie« 

In  this  critical  dilemma  it  was  decided 

*  iliat  we <sb<iuid  steer  fiir  the  neaMst  ihip  there 
was  imy  hope  of  our  being  able  to  fotdi; 
and  the  captain^  eneoumging  tlie  sailors  to 
continue  at  their  iCars^  and  bear  away  to  4^- 
ward,  directed  the  helm  accordingly.  In  tliis 
attempt  westruggled  on,  often  Washed  witl)  the 
heavy  sprays,  and  w  frequently  almost  aip^et  by 

.  jlie  tearisig  gosts  of  wind.  But  perseveranoe, 
together  with  g^^eat  d^t^ity  in  the  mauage* 
vaent*6f  the^oat,  at  length,  tocceeded  in  bring* 

•  ilig  us  alongside  the  Diana  frigate,  where  we 
wane  kindly  recerved^  and  even  cherished  as 
ftiends  rescued  from  the  devouring  deep. 

Hdvmg  witdesaed  Ae  danger  to  which  we 

•  Imdbeen  exposetl,  tlie  officers,  in  the  most  li« 
teral  manner,  welcomed  us  on  board,  and  se-* 
fusing  to  heir  a  word  of  apology,  rnsisMd  upen 
our  not  attempting  to  depart  until  every  ap- 
pearance of  the  gale^hould  have  subsidedr    In- 
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deed  they  gave  curders  thafc  eur  boat  Bhonld  he 
hoisted  on  board,  anfl  desired  that  we  would 
think  only  of  making  oarpeWes  comfortable 
ibr  the  nig^t  In  this  they  were  imperatiTje^ 
nor  will  you  imagine  tbat  our  obedienpe  jras 
reluctant. 

The  Diana  was  under  the  command  of 
li^itenant  Davy^  in  the  absence  of  C^ptaia 
Faulkener.  This  gentleman  gave  directions  for 
oyr  /eceiving  every  accommod^don  the  ship 
could  afford,  and  tendered  his  services  in  a  man- 
ner that  made  it  grat^il  to  accept  j^e  kindness 
.bestowed*  Every  individual  seemed  to  emulate 
die  cooamanding  officer  in  frieiiMlly  attetttdoos 
towardl^  our  party,  'insomuch  that  we  had  causb 
to  rejoioe  intfae  peril  winch  had  driven  us  anon^ 
them.  •  ' .  * 

As  soon  as.  we  were  made  dry,  and  enabled 
to  feel  a  little  like  purselvies,  we  were  invited 
to  the  dinner^tafale  of  the  mess.  It  w^s  spread 
with  plenty,  and  we  partook  with  Mr.  Daevy, 
and  the  whole  party  of  officers,  who  vied  willi 
each  other  in  kind  hospitality  tdwards  the 
rescued  4rtraigers.  Good  humour  prevsiled;  the 
conversation  was  agreeable ;  and  the  bottle 
passed  freely  until  ev^ng,  wh^i  a  party  wa$ 
formed  to  a  rubber  at  whist,,  and,  at  night,  we 
vera  conducted  to  aome  of  the  best  births  of 
die  ship. 

We  wese  pleased  to  lie«r  ^yery  persw^  with 
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^bom  we  converaed^  speak  of  Heutenant  Davy 
in  the  highest  terms  of  praise*  He  was  entitled 
to  our  best  wishes,  and  we  owed  him  much  ror 
^Mjpect  and  gratitude  :  we  were  exceedingly 
happy,  therefore,  to  learn  that  he  had  equally 
the  esteem  of  his  captain,  his  mess-mates,  and 
the  sailors.  As  a  onnpanion,  he  is  amiable  and 
engaging.  His  address  is  easy ;  his  manners  are 
accomplished;  and,  independent  of  his  great 
kindness  to  us,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  his  general 
conduct,  and  the  handsome  report  of  his  bro- 
ther officers,  could  not  but  call  fbrth  our  regard. 

We  passed  the  night  in  rest  and  comfort. 
In  the  morning  the  weather  was  settled  and  fine ; 
therefore,  after  taking  breakfast,  our  boat  was 
lowered  down,  and  we  made  the  best  of  our  way 
to  the  Lord  Sheffield,  reluctantly  quitting  the 
liospitable  party,  with  whom  misfortune  had 
brought  us  acquainted. 

Without  further  interruption  we  reached 
the  Mother-bank,  and  I  have  now  the  pleasure 
to  address  you,  in  safety,  from  the  Lord  Sheffield, 
a' very  fine  West  India  ship,  and  as  superior  to 
the  gloomy  George  and  Bridget,  as  her  captain 
had  represented.  She  is  thoroughly  clean,  has 
m  general  air  of  neatness,  and  seems  likely  to  ve- 
rify the  commander's  report  of  her  sailing.  She 
is  convenkntly  adapted  for  passengers,  and  is 
expressly  calculated  for  the  West  Indies,  having 
awnings,  scuttles^  port-holes  and  all  the  neces- 
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sary  accommodations  for  the  climate.  The 
cabin  is  coitamodious,  and  is  fitted  up  with  ma- 
hogany wainscot,  pier  glasses,  chairs,  sofa,  Sec. 
due  regard  being  paid  to  taste  and^  ornament 

We  have  several  guns  on  board,  and  wear 
the  appearance  of  being  well  armed ;  but  the 
ship- is  not  sufficiently  manned  to  defend  herself 
against  a  ]:egular  attack,  and  this  is  what  we 
have  most  to  lament  in  our  change  from  the 
Ulysses,  for  in  other  respects  our  situation  is  > 
improved, 
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LETTER    XI. 

Jjofd  Sheffield,  Deo«  8« 

Again  t  hav«  been  \in6ettled^  and  tnoviog  aboiifc 
from  plate  to  place^  making  my  home  somelimes 
on  board,  sometimes  on  shore.  On  examm* 
mg  my  baggage,  soon  after  I  jomed  the  Lord 
Sheffield,  I  perceived  tha»t  one  of  my  boxes  was 
missing ;  and  it  has  cost  me  a  long,  and  a  very 
sickly  round,  to  recover  it  In  following  the 
Ulysses,  which  had  changed  her  birth,  we  were 
brought  into  an  open  and  heavy-swelling  sea, 
the  motion  of  which  made  me  very  unwell,  and 
led  me  to  contemplate  the  probable  sufferings  I 
shall  have  to  support  upon  the  long  voyage  we 
are  about  to  undertake. 

Capt  Jaffray  never  having  been  on  board 
a  ship  of  such  immense  bulk,  availed  himself  of 
my  necei^sities,  and  took  the  command  of  the 
boat,  upon  this  excursion,  in  order  to  look  at 
the  vast  Commerce  de  Marseilles.  I  wish  jt 
were  practicable  to  convey  to  you,  in  words, 
the  sense  of  grandeur  with  which  the  mind  is 
inspired  on  first  approaching  such  an  enormous 
floating  battery ;  or  to  paint  to  you  the  .sensa- 
tions excited  by  rowing,  in  a  small  boat,  close 
below  her  stem,  and  hev  sides ;;  but  it  were 


quite  impossible  for  the  pen  to  describe  how 
diminutive  we  felt,  or  how  immense  and 
wonderful  she  appeared.  To  express  it  by  the 
image  of  the  gnat  and  the  capie},  k  were  neces- 
sary to  suppose  the  former  the  mmutest  of  its 
race,  and  the  lalter  hugelj^  overgrown.  Look- 
ing up  from  our  little  skiff,  the  sight  .wastruly 
awful ;  the  figure  of  the  ship  was  forgotten ;  the' 
hult  appeared  a  mountain,  the  masts  lofty  obe-* 
lisks  erected  upon  it;  and  the  tremendous  bat- 
teries, projecting  from  her  sides,  conveyed  the 
idea  of  a  stupendous  rock  hspging  over  us,  for* 
tified  with  many  tiers  of  cannon. 

We  returned,  yesterday,  to  the  Lord  Shef- 
field, and  you  will  be  glad  to  know  that  we 
were  accompanied  by  doctor  Cleghom,  who,  in 
consequence  of  a  new  arrangement,  is  permitted 
to  join  our  mess ;  so  that  we  have  again  the 
prospect  of  crossing  the  Atlantic  pleasantly 
en  gnartettc. 

To-day  a  signal  has  been  made  for  th# 
fleet  to  unmoor ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this, 
the  Lord  Sheffield  has  dropped  down  from  the 
Mother-bank  to  the  eastern  part  of  Spitbead. 
Should  the  wjnd  continue  at  th6  point  from 
which  it  now  blows,  we  may  be  to-morrow  oB 
pur  passage.     .  * 
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LETTER   XII. 

Lord  Sheffield,  atsea^  Deo.  iU 

"r  length  wc  are  at  sea!  the  convoy  sailed 
from  Spithead  and  St.  Helens,  the  day  after  I 
sent  my  last  letter,  and  I  now  lift  my  pen 
to  you  upon  the  bosom  of  the  wide  Atlantic, 
From  the  time  of  the  ever-memorable  attempt 
of  the  fleet  to  proceed  upon  the  voyage,  in  the 
month  of  November,  the  adverse  winds,  which 
had  driven  it  back,  in  so  shattered  and  disastrous 
z  condition,  detained  it,  in  harbour,  until  the  9th 
instant ;  when  it  again  put  to  sea  under  a  se* 
lene  sky,  and  propitious  breezes ;  but,  notwith- 
standing these  favorable  appearances,  we  have, 
since,  had  a  most  pe];ilous  succession  q£  storms, 
one  having,  scarcely,  subsided  before  it  has 
been  followed  by  aiiother  {  and  I  have  now  so 
lost  my  confidence  in  the  weather,  that,  al- 
though I  ^  sitting  in  tolerable  quietness  to 
write  to  you,  at  this^ moment,  I  dare  scarcely 
hope  to  finish  my  letter  before  I  shall  be  tossed 
from  my  chair  by  a  renewal  of  the  gale. 

This  is  the  last  day  of  the  old  year,  and, 
whichsoever  way  I  look,  my  eye  surveys  only 
an  unbounded  oqean.    When  we  may  again  see 
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land,  it  were  difficult  to  conjecture,  but  my  pen 
shall  prepare  for  you  some  notes  of  our  pro* 
ceedings,  occasionally,  when  the  sea  will  per* 
mit  me  to  guide  it ;  and  I  will  send  them  by 
any  vessel  we  may  chance  to  meet  on  the  pas« 
sage,  or  by  the  earliest  packet,  after  we  reach 
the  West  Indies. 

On  the  first  morning  of  our  being  at  sea^ 
the  weather  was  clear  and  mild,  and  the  whole 
fleet,  consisting  of  nearly  three  hundred  vessels, 
of  various  magnitude,  was  assembled  in  compact 
form,  occupying  a  certain  circle  of  the  ocean*$ 
surface,  and  gliding  smoothly  on  its  passage*  It 
formed  one  of  the  grandest  spectacles  ever  be* 
held.  Nfever  shall  I  forget  climbing  up  the 
shrowds,  as  high  as  the  main  top,  to  enjoy  it  ill 
all  its  perfection.  The  sun  shone;  the  sea  was 
smooth  and  undisturbed ;  the  air  serene.  All  sails 
were  set,  and  the  vessels  being  near  to  each  other, 
the  white  canvass  seemed  spread,  in  crowded 
continuation,  throughout  the  wide  space  covered 
by  the  fleet  Looking  dpwn  upon  the  multitude 
of  ships,  it  created  the  idea  of  an  entire  nation 
moving  upon  the  waters.  It  was  an  emblem  of 
Britain's  glory.  We  appeared  to  command  tbo 
whole  empire  of  the  main ;  and  the  prospect, 
being  calculated  to  excite  flattering  hopes  of  vio* 
tory  and  success,  could  not  fail* to  be  viewed,  by 
every  Briton,   with  delight    But,  alast   how 
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delusive  were  these  auspicious  dawnings!*  We-' 
bad  advanced  very  little  on  our  passage,  before 
a  jdire  reverse  succeeded.  The  sua  was  now 
obscured;  a  thick  fog  overspread  the  ocean; 
and  all  the  fleet  was  sliut  from  our  sight 
Clouds  gathered  around;  and  the  heavens 
scowled  in  terrific  blackness.  At  length  burst 
fjf^rth  a  roaring  storm !  the  waters  broke  into 
huge  billows ;  and  the  ships,  struggUng  against 
the  wild  and  furious  waves,  M^ere,  at  one 
naoment,  tossed  on  a  pinnacle,  and,  the  next^ 
plunged  into  a  gloomy  deep,  surrounded  by  dis^ 
ordered  mountains.  In  an  instant  they  were 
again  amidst  the  clouds,  and  again  as  sud* 
denly  sunk  in  the  dark  valley  of  liquid  hills ; 
ihus,  alternately,  threatening  us  with  the  danger 
af  being  burled  from  a  summit,  or  swallowed  up 
in  a  frightful  gulf  of  the  unfathomable  ocean, 
JJor  had  we,  barely,  to  encounter  the  common 
jdjnigers  of  the  sea,  but,  from  being  amidst^ 
crowded  fleet,  were,  every  instant,  liable  to  the 
additional  peril  of  running  aboard  some  neighi^ 
faouring  ship,  and  being  dashed  in  pieces,  or 
drivetx  Suddenly  to  the  bottom:  to  this  we 
.mem  likewise  exposed  by  the  darktiesa  of 
jugfat,  or  by  a  heavy  fog.  The  terror  of  these 
-critical  moments  is  necessarily  augmented  by 
tihe  lively  appreheinsions  of  those  who  are  but 
little  b^custQimd  ^o  the  s^a;*  nor  is  this  wonder^ 


Mt  for,  where  every  motion,  and  every  sound  is  y 
calculated  to  excite  dlarm,   he  must  be  more, 
than  a  philosopher,  he  must  be  a  sailor,  who  can 
regard  even  the  less  ipiminent  perils  with  un« 
concern. 

During  a  storm,  the  deep  rollings  of  the 
ship,  her  deeper  lurches,  the,  thundering  concus- 
sion of  heavy  seas  against  her  sides,  the  hoUoM^ 
dreary  sound*  of  the  wind  howling  in  her  sails 
and  riggipg,  the  hurry  and  clamour  of  theshipV 
company,  and  the  dismal  creakings  of  the  masts,, 
bcilkheada,  and  other  parts  of  the  vessel,  all 
conspire  to  crearte  tumult  and  confusion,  and  ta 
keep  alive  the  most  trembling  apprehensions^ 
At  one  moment  the  ship  is  upset,  the  next  you 
feel  her  strike  upon  a  rock :  suddenly  she  i^ 
shattered  to  atoms ;  or,  foundering,  sinks  to  the 
bottom ;  and,  while  you  are  absorbed  in  thesa 
iiensations,  a  sfea,  or  heavy  spray  breaks  ^ver  th« 
deck,  a  threatening  wave  beats  in  the  quarter 
gallery,  or  a  rolling  mountain  dashes  th^  stem 
windows  into  the  cabin.  The  water  now  pouring 
upon  you  from  every  opening,  your  fears  are 
confirmed,  and  you  feel  that  the  vessel  is  po- 
sitively sinking-  Quickly,  the  accident  is  ter 
pured,  and,  in  the  moment  of  despair  you  ar^ 
greeted  with  tidings  of  safejty. 

Often,  in  the  midst  of  alarming  appetr* 
antes,  *and  manifold  dis<|uietudes,  you  are  visitr 
^  by  the  carpenter,  with  the  "  dead-lights/ 
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whO|  fixing  them  in  the  stern  windows^  naik 
you  up  in  darkness,  as  in  a  coffin,  and  with  as 
much  sang  Jroid  as  men  of  his  calling  screw 
up  the  bodies  of  those  who  are  actually  dead : 
replying,  at  the  same  time,  to  your  an:&ious  and 
feaiful  inquiries  regarding  the  necessity  for  that 
step  being  taken,  that  it  is  *^  only  to  keep  the  spray 
from  breaking  the  windows  r  But  I  am  fatiguing 
you  with  a  detail  of  what  every  one  knows;  and 
inost  who  have  been  at  sea,  have  felt :  let  me, 
therefore,  return  to  our  voyage. 

What  shall  I  say  to  you  of  our  armada 
-*-our  unfortunate  fleet!  Ere  this  can  meet 
your  hand,  you  will  have  had  many,  alas !  too 
nany  melancholy  proofs  of  the  disasters  which 
have  befallen  it  Did  ever  the  seas:  did  the 
heavens  ever  fight  so  cruelly  against  an  ex|>e-> 
dition !  were  ever  the  elements  so  decidedly  • 
hostile  to  the  great  and  flattering  efforts  of 
man ! 

After  the  violence  of  the  first  gale^  niosf 
of  our  scattered  fleet,  owing  to  the  attention 
and  exertions  of  Admiral  Christian  and  his 
officers,  was  again  assembled,  and  we  felicitat- 
ed ourselves  in  the  hope  of  proceeding  to  our 
place  of  destination  without  further  interrup- 
tion :  but  the  turbulent  mountains  of  a  disorder* 
ed  sea  were  scarcely  reduced  to  a  more  tran- 
quil surface,  before  the  storm  was  renewed 
with  additional  violence.      Quickly  we  werg 
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more  scattered  than  before.  Many  of  the  ships, 
unable  to  i^ist  this  second  shock,  were,  now, 
much  injured,  and  obliged  to  put  back  into  port» 
Some,  we  suppose,  again  joined  the  admiral, 
and  others  wholly  lost  the  convoy.  We  were 
among  the  latter,  but,  when  the  weather  cleared, 
we  fell  in  with  a  small  division  of  the  fleet,  with 
which  we  sailed  in  company,  for  several  days. 
Further  repetitions  of  the  storm  again  separated 
us,  and  we  were  tossed  about,  seeing  no  more 
than  three,  sometimes  but  two,  and  often  only  a 
single  ship,  until,  at  length,  we  found  ourselves 
quite  alone  upon  the  broad  ocean. 

Previous  to  our  final  separation  we  wit- 
nessed a  scene  of  a  most  melancholy  nature; 
having  pbserved  a  neighbouring  ship  in  the 
utmost  danger  of  being  lost,  without  possess* 
ipg  the  power  of  affording  her  any  relief  She 
hoisted  a  flag,  and  fired  guns  of  distress ;  but 
the  gale  was  so  strong,  and  the  sea  running 
so  frightfully  high,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
give  her  assistance.  We  stood  towards  her, 
and  anxiously  kept  her  in  view,  in  the  hope  of 
administering  aid,  if  she  should  be  supported 
upon  the  surface  until  the  weather  became  mode- 
rate. Unhappily  the  tempest  cpntinued  increas* 
ing  rathertthan  diminishing  in  violence.  We 
looked  fearfully  on  the  ship,  expecting  every 
instant  to  see  her  go  to  the  bottom.  She  re- 
peated signals  of  distress.  We  heard  them,  and 
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«awr  them,  but  were  unable  to  obey  them.  It 
was  a  most  awful  crisis.  We  regarded  her  with 
dismal  forebodings,  examining  her,  both  with 
the  eye  and  the  telescope,  again  and '  again. 
Her  masts  were  standing;  her  sails  entire  J 
■and  die  rigging,  apparently,  perfect ;  but  these 
circumstances,  which  to  landsmen  would  have 
seemed  favorable,  we  discovered  to  be  the 
-very  reverse;  for,  hence  it  Was  that  our  best 
sailors  formed  the  fatal  conclusion  that  heir 
situation  was  hopeless,  and  that  she  must  have 
sprung  a  leak! 

We  watched  the  heavens,  and  the  waters 
in  painful  solicitude,  but  saw  no  relaxation  of 
the  storm.  Tremendous  mountains  at  one  rao- 
nvent  concealed  the  wretched  ship  from  our 
view :  at  another  we  appeared  to  be  enve-^ 
loped,  together,  in  the  same  frightful  gulf. 
You  will  conceive  our  sensations  upon  feeling 
that,  in  one  instant  more,  this  deep  pit  of  the 
ocean  might  be  the  grave  of  every  soul  oa 
board.  Signals,  denoting  the  extreme  of  danger^ 
were  repeated :  the  sea  rolled  in  terrific  dis- 
order: we  bent  our  eyes  in  vain  towards  the 
vessel,  deploring  her  threatened  fate,  and  our 
own  inability  to  prevent  it !  Night  came  on. 
We  lost  her  in  darkness,  and — ^beHeld  her  no 
more! 

Heaven  grant  that  she  may  be  in  safety  L 
But  we  all  fear  she  cannot  have  withstood  the 
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Violence  of  the  gale,  whicK  continued  until 
^morning,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  with  unremitted  fury.  Our  anxiety 
was  also  much  augmented,  from  having  seen 
masts,  spars,  and  other  pieces  of  wreck,   float 
by  the  side  of  out  ihip,  when  the  storm  abated. 
Until  now  I  had  regarded  the  sailing  in  com- 
pany with  a  fleet  as  a  kind  of  social  protection ; 
but  henceforth  I  shall  feel  no  desire  to  move  in 
crowded  society  on  the  ocean.    Being  alone,  we 
are  exposed  to  the  risk  of  felling  into  the  hands 
of  tlie  enemy ;  but,  compared  to  our  late  suffer- 
ing, even  the  vilest  of  French  prisons  loses  its 
horrors;  for,  what  can  be  so  truly  afflicting  as 
to  see  a  number  of  our  fellow-creatures  plunged 
into  the  deepest  distress,  and  to  feel  withheld 
from  tendering  them  relief!  Our  solitary  situa- 
tion must  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  a  scene : 
it  also  removes  the  peril  of  our  being  injured  or 
destroyed,   by  other  ships ;  of  which  we  had 
much  dread,  '^hile  we  were  amidst  the  fleet. 

It  is  not  only  during  a  storm  that  there  is 
danger  of  one  ship  running  foul  of  another:  it 
is  equally^  perhaps  more  likely  to  happen  when 
the  wind  abates,  particularly  if  this  occur  sud- 
denly, for  then  the  ship,  npt  being  supported  by 
the  resistance  of  the  gale,  gives  way  to  the 
heavy  seas,  and,  from  disobeying  the  helm,  is 
.  liable  to  be  driven  aboard  other  vessels.  Often, 
at  this  moment,  as  well  as  during  the  storm,  the 
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ships  appear  to  have  do  weight,  iior  depth  of 
purchase  in  the  water,  but  they  toss  and  roll 
about  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  like  empty 
barrels  floating  upon  the  surface. 

At  the  period  of  separating  from  the  fleet 
we  knew  not  our  place  of  destination :  it  be* 
came  expedient  therefore  to  open  the  sealed 
instructions;  from  which  we  discovered  that 
Carlisle  Bay,  in  Barbadoes,  was  fixed  as  the 
general  rendezvous  of  the  fleet  Here,  therefore, 
all  our  attractions  lie,  and  to  this  port  we  are 
endeavouring  to  steer;'  but  adverse  winds  and 
violent  tempests  perpetually  oppose  our  pro** 
gress.  It  is  now  more  than  three  weeks  from 
the  date  of  our  departure,  and  we  are  yet  beating 
about  much  nearer  to  you  than  you  imagine, 
having,  hitherto,  advanced,  on  our  passage, 
only  twelve  degrees  of  longitude,  and  three  of 
latitude.  But  in  whatever  latitude  or  longitude, 
amidst  whatever  storms  or  dangers,  I  am  always 

Yours. 
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LETTER    XIII. 

At^fea,  Jan.  S*,  1796. 

1  HAD  hoped  not  to  resume  my  pen  upon  the  face 
of  the  restless  Atlantic ;  but  that,  long  ere  this, , 
I  might  have  addressed  you  from  the  island  of 
Barbadoes ;  unhappily  however,  nearly  four  more 
tedious  weeks  have  been  consumed,  in  struggling 
against  the  united  violence  of  merciless  winds^ 
and  a  relentless  ocean.  The  ftew  year  set  in, 
with  mildness,  and  we  began  to  sail  pleasantly 
on  our  passage.  The  breeze  was  fair;  these* 
smooth  and  tranquil ;  the  sun  shone  with  gpnial 
warmth ;  the  ship  advanced  in  steady  motion ; 
.  and  our  cares  were  dissipated  in  the  hope  that 
all  our  disasters  were  buried  in  the  grave  of  the 
old-year.  But,  alas !  our  flattering  prospect  had 
not  the  duration  of  a  day. 

Before  the  next  morning  the  storm  was  re* 
newed,  and  from  that  moment  gale  has  sue* 
ceeded  to  gale,  and  storm  to  storm,  defeating 
all  our  happiest  calculations;  even  the  best  esta- 
bli^)ed  prognostics  have  depeived  us;  clouds 
separating,  a  change  of  wind,  heavy  rain,  and 
the  like,  are  no  longer  any  indication  of  an 
abating  tempest    At  one  time>  u^der  the  clear* 
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est  azure  sky,  and  the  brightest  suir,  the  dry 
wind  tears  in  keenest  violence,  as  if  rushing^ 
from  the  parched  clouds  to  devour  all  the  fluids 
of  the  ocean  {  at  another,  loaded  with  moisturOi 
it  bursts  into  sudden  gusts  and  squalls,  heaving 
the  ship,^  almpst  out  of  the  sea,  and  leaving  her 
as  it  were  suspended  in  the  air ;  and,  as  if  the 
fktes  had  resolved  to  torment  us,  whenever  tht 
•wind,  and  the  heavy  waves  have  a  little  sub^ 
sided,  and  we  have  looked  for  steady  sailing  oil 
our  passage,  a  breeze  has  sprung  up,  from  the 
most  unfavorable  point,  and  though  moderate, 
for  a  moment,  has  quickly  increased,  again,  to  a 
storm.  Seven  long  weeks  have  passed,  and 
with  difficulty  Can  it  be  said  that  we  have  had 
an  interval  of  one  diurnal  round,  free  from  tha 
perils  of  raging  winds,  or  of  the  huge  and 
troubled  mountains  thereby  engendered! 

Did  1  not  feel  that  I  am  steering ^ovi  my 
friends,  the  cruel  perplexities  of  this  torment* 
ing  voyage  would  lead  me  into  a  vow,  perhaps 
somewhat  rash,  never  again  to  intrust  my  body 
to  so  fickle  a  guardian  as  the  sea.  But,^  not  all 
the  perils  of  which  she  is  mistress,  nor  any  thing 
sliort  of  death,  can  deter  me  from  again  ba*- 
zarding  my  person  in  order  to  return  amidst 
those  I  love.  Novelty  has  many  charms;  and 
It  is  pleasing  to  regard  society  under  its  vanoua 
forms,  in  «very  country  and  every  clime; 
but,  even  h  this,  the  great  enjoyment  centrat 
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in  the  endearing  hope  of  being,  some  dky,  sta^ 
tionary  amongst  our  friends^;  for  to  associate 
with  those  of  similar  minds,  whose  dispositions^ 
whose  interests  and  pursuits  are '  congenial 
with  our  own^  is  the  highest  boon  of  civilized 
life:  beyond  this,  the  world  has  nothing  to 
ofier, 

I  still  look  forward  to  the  happy  terming* 
tion  of  our  passage;  and  feel  that  the  present 
sufferings  will  arm  me  against  a  multitude  'of 
^ture  alarms.    I  can  almost  faocy  that  a  good 
ship  is  imperishable  on  the  openseaj  and  could 
you  know  all  that  ours  has  borne,  you  would  be 
inclined  to  countenance  the  opinion.    She  has 
amply  proved  herself  to  be  what  the  sailors  term 
'^  a  good  sea  boatf  and,    from  the  events  of 
our  voyage,   you  will  feel  the  force  of  ,the 
technical  expression  that  '^  she  can  live  iff  all 
weathers^  The  shocks  and  beatings  she  has  with* 
ftoody  are  almost  incredible*      Her  topmasts^ 
yards,  and  different  parts  of  the  rigging  have 
been  carried  away — her  sails  split — the  quarter 
boards  stove  in :  things  have  been  washed  over« 
board  from  the  deck — seas  have  broken  over  her 
—sprays  dashed  in    the  cabin  windows — and 
various  other  accidents  have  befallen  her :  yet 
-all  have  been  repaired,  and  she  still  rides  tri- 
umphant! 

During  the.  severity  of  a  storm  I  have  often 
remarked  how  differently  the  scene  has  affect- 
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ed  the  minds  of  those  accustomed,  and  those 
who  are  unaccustomed  to  the  sea.  The  sailor 
patiently  observes  the  gale,  lowers  the  yards 
and  topmasts,  ftirls  or  reefs  his  sails,  makes 
.allsniig,  andv thanks  the  tempest  for  a  holiday: 
heedless  of  the  perils  which  surround  him,  he 
extends  himself  in  his  hammock,  or  reclines  his 
biead  on  a  plank  or  a  locker,  and,  sinking  into 
the  arms  of  Morpheus,  regards  the  howltngs 
of  the  storm  as  his  peaceful  lullaby.  The  lands*- 
man,  fon  the  contrary,  is  restless  and  impa* 
tient;  listens  in  terror  to  the  wind;  and  shrinks 
in  agitation  at  every  sound :  the  dangers  that  are, 
he  magnifies,  and  his  mind  is  tortured  in  the 
creation  of  others,  which  do  not  exist  Each 
moment,  to  him,  breeds  new  alarm.  He  asks  a 
thousand  questions,  dictated  by  a  thousand  fears. 
He  goes  upon  deck — looks  round  with  affrighted 
eyes — ^his  feet  are  unable  to  support  his  trembling 
body — ^heelings  to  the  companion  door- way,  and, 
thence,  ventures  to  cast  a  look  at  the  ocean  and 
its  waves.  His  head  grows  giddy — ^nausea  seizes 
him,  and  he  again  descends  to  the  cabin  in  ex- 
treme anxiety.  He  fixes  himself  in  the  leeward 
corner — places  his  elbows  on  his  knees— his 
head  on  his  hands,  and,  concealing  his  eyes,  be* 
wails  his  wretched  fate!  .Suddenly  he  again 
seeks  the  deck — multiplies  all  the  perils  of  the 
moment — tofments  the  Captain  and  sailors  with 
new  questions,  al?  expressive  of  his  terror-^fa|- 


tens  again  to  the  companion  door^way— gazes 
at  the  masts  and  sails-'-observes  the  yards  dip 
iito  the  ocean— feels  the  yieldings  of  the  ship 
—imagines  she  is  upset-^fancies  the  masts  are 
-falling  overboard,  and^  in  each  rolling  wave, 
beholds  a  devouring  sea.  Destruction  occupies 
his  mind !  He  returns  below— impatiently  seats 
himself— fseeks  relief  in  a  book — is  unable  to 
lead — throws  away  the  volume — again  takes  it 
npy  and  again  throws  it  down :  nausea  returns, 
and  he  is  seized  with  dizziness  and  retchings 
His  bodily  feelings  now  augment  the  disquie- 
tude of  his  mind,  and,  at  length,  as  a  remedy 
for  both,  he  prostrates  himself  in  his  birth; 
but  is  still  wretched  and  comfortless — all  rest 
is  denied  him — sickness  and  anxiety  remain— 
and  he  lies  rolling,  in  fear  and  anguish,  to  wear 
out  the  fury  of  the  storm! 

Strong  as  this  contrast  may  appear,  I  have 
often  seen  it,  fully,  verified.  During  a  gale 
we  sometimes  feel  amazement  at  observing 
the  carpenter  and  his  mates  working,  quietly, 
b  the  tops;  and  the  sailors  hanging  about  the 
yards  and  rigging,  in  seeming  unconcern- 
tossed  by  each  rolling  sea  from  side  to  side,  far 
beyond  the  limifcs  of  the  ship,  and,  not  unfre- 
quently,  while  seated  at  the  end  of  the  yard, 
dipped  and  drenched  in  the  foaming  billows ! 
The  indifference  of  sea^^ring  men  to  the 
dangers  around  them  is  exemplified  in  every 
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part  of  their  conduct^  aiid^  even,  in  their 
common  expressions.  Many  times  when  we 
have  felt  the  most  vivid  apprehensions  firom  the 
fierceness  of  the  tempest  and  the  roughness 
of  the  ocean,  and  have,  tremblingly,  sought  re- 
lief by  an  appeal  to  the  captain  or  mate,  we 
^ve  met  only  a  look  of  unconcern,  or,  at  most^ 
the  laconic  reply  ^^  B  blows  fresh**'  From 
their  q[uaint  and  technical  terms  it  is  difficult  for 
any  one,  unaccustomed  to  the  sea,  to  know  pro- 
cisely  what  they  mean  to  convey.  Their  degrees 
of  comparison  are  peculiar  to  themselves,  and,  at 
first,  not  easily  to  be  comprehended :  taking  the 
term  fresh  as  the  positive,  they  say  it  hlowsjixsh 
«— it  blows  strang-^it  blows  hard:  and  again^  to 
denote  the  'severest  possible  gale,  they  assume 
hard  as  the  positive^add  an  oath  to  form  the 
comparative,  and  augment  that  oath  to  oHistitttte 
the  superlative :  thus,  it  blows  hard;  it  blows  d— 
hard;  it  blows  rf— r-  hardy  by  — %  Previous  to 
tibis  extremity  we  are  commonly  furnished  with 
an  omen,  by  the  captain  coming  below,  to 
change  his  long  coat  for  a  short  round  jacket; 
from  which  we  always  prognosticate  unfavor- 
ably ;  it  being  a  precaution  which  denotes  busy, 
and  perhaps,  perilous  employment 

Our  steward  is  a  very  old  sailor,  tough  as 
the  ropes  of  the  sliip,  and  callous  to  every  alarm; 
being  the  person  more  immediately  about  us,  it 
most  frequently  falls  te  his  lot  to  be  teased  with 


t|iiesti<Mis  regarding  the  weather^  the  wind,  end 
tiie  sea;  and  the  steady  kpathy  of  hisfeelings, 
l^t^ther  with  his    excessive  sang  J)roi4   and 
uncondern,    have  been  subjects  of    remark-*^ 
KMtietuneSj  indeed>  of  vexation  to  us ;  for  hit 
utter  insensibility  to  the  circumstances  calling 
fortii  our  cares  and  alarms,  has,  occasionally^ 
provoked  usw  During  one  of  our  perilous  storms^ ' 
the  wind  having  shifted  to  a  point  somewhat 
less  unfavorably  although  still  blowing  a  terrific 
gale,    the  usual  question  was  asked—**  Well, 
steward!    how    is    the    weatter?*-^*^  SquiUfy/ 
^fuaUyy  gentiemen-^the  wind^'t  coming  ahcki-^ 
he  fine  meathtr  soon."    According  to  the  feel- 
ings of  this  old  tar^  the  severest  tem]!)est3  that 
we  have  suffeivd^  were  only  squalls,  for,  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  tremendous  gales,  his  reply 
has  always  been>  '^  Squatty^  a  Utile  sguaHy,  gentle- 
menJ"^ — "  Are  we  making  any  way,   steward?" 
— **  Oh  yea^Jme  wind,  quitejree/going  large,  make 
six  or  seven  knotsJ"' — "  But  surely  we  have  too 
much  of  this  good  wind,  steward?*'— "  Oh,  nof 
fise  wind  as  can  blow,  gentlemen^but   a   little 
sfnaUy^^-^ather  squally.'' 

Our  dinner  ceremony  is  often  rendered  ahu- 
teorous  sca^e :  at  this  hour  the  cabin  being  the 
general  rendezvous  of  the  party,  we  meet- 
crawl,  trembling,  towards  the  table,  and  tie  our- 
selves in  the  chairs.  A  tray  is  set  before  us^  with 
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deep  holes  cut  in  it  for  the  dishes,  plates,  and 
glasses ;  the  table  and  chairs  are  lashed  to'  th« 
deck ;  yet  one  or  other  frequently  gives  way, 
and  upsets  half  the  things  in  the  cabin !  Pre-» 
sently  enters  the  steward  with  soup,  followed  by 
his  little  slave  with  potatoes ;  and  the  servants 
with  such  other  covers  as  there  may  chance  to 
be.  But  scarcely  are  the  things  upon  table,  and 
the  servants  stationed,  clinging  to  the  backs  of 
our .  chairs,  before  a  sudden  lurch  of  the  ship 
tumbles  all  into  disorder.  Avray  go  steward^ 
servants,  and  little  Mungo,  to  the  lee  corner  of 
the  cabin :  the  soup  salutes  the  lap  of  one  of 
us ;  another  receives  a  leg  of  pork ;  a  third  is 
presented  with  apiece  of  mutton  or  beef;  a  couple 
of  chickens  or  dacks  fly  to  another ;  the  pudding 
jumps  nearly  into  the  mouth  of  the  next ;  and 
the  potatoes  are  tossed  in  all  direction$^  about 
the  deck  of  the  cabin.  One  seizes  his  plate ;  an* 
other  stops  his  knife  and  fork;  some  cling  to  thr 
table,  thinking  only  of  saving  their  persons;  this 
secures  the  bottle;  the  next,  half  fallen,  holds' 
up  liis  glass  in  one  hand,  and  fixes  himself  fast 
to  his  chair  with  the  other.  'Plates,  dishes,, 
knives,  forks,  and  glasses  clatter  together  in 
all  the  disQord  of  the  moment.  Every  thing" 
is  in  confusion.  The  ship  now  becomes  steady 
for  a  moment;  the  scattered  parts  of  the  dinner 
are  collected ;  and  those  who  have  escaped  sick* 
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ness,  again  attempt  to  eat  Some,  foreseemg 
all  these  accidents,  fix  themselves  in  a  corner 
upon  the  cabin-deck^  and  take  the  plate  between 
their  knees,  fancying  themselves  in  security  i 
but,  quickly,  they  are  tumbled,  in  ridiculous 
postures,  sprawling,  with  outstretched  limbs^ 
to  the  other  side  of  the  cabin.  One  cries^  out 
with  sore  bruises ;  another  from  being  wetted 
with  t])e  sprays:  this  calls  for  help;  that  re- 
lieves his  stomach  from  sickness :  some  abuse  the 
helmsman  ;  others  the  ship ;  and  others  the  sea ; 
while  all  join  in  a  chorus  of  imprecations  upon 
the  wind* 

With  pleasure  I  feel  myself  able  to  in- 
form you  that  we  have  indications  of  having 
passed  the  Azores.  The  temperature  of  the  at* 
mosphere  is  become  very  genial  to  our  feel- 
ings, and,  amidst  our  tossings  and  buffetings, 
we  seem  to  have  brought  all-inspiring  May  close 
upon  the  heels  of  Christmas.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  sea-weed  appeals  floating  upon  tlie 
water,  and  this,  the  sailors  observe,  is  never 
seen  to  the  north  of  the  Western  IsleS,  it  being 
supposed  to  proceed  from  the  gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  not  to  be  carried  beyond  these  islands.  We 
are  steering  more  to  the  south  than  our  direct 
course;  but  we  are  glad  to  make  Southing  at  the 
expense  of  a  little  IVesting,  in  the  hope  of  beat- 
ing out  of  the  latitude  of  the  tormenting  gales, 
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which  have,  almost  inoessantlyi  beset  us :  but 
I  forget  that  I  am  tiring  you  with  uninteresting 
details^  and  that  my  letter  is  growing  as  tedious 
as  the  voyage, 

Adieu« 
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Carlisle  Bay,  F^.  1S»  1796i 

Ambt  all  our  perils  and  dangers  we  are,  agaiii» 
safe  at  anchor,  with  terra  firma  in  view !  What 
a  delightful  element  is  the  solid  earth !  During 
nine  long  weeks  have  we  been  wandering^^ 
upon  the  fickle  waters,  without  obtaining  evea 
the  most  distant  sight  of  land :  but  of  this 
enough!  Let  me  not  recal,  to  your  mind, 
•cenes  that  we  are  endeavouring  to  forget 
Throughout  the  last  fortnight  the  tumults  of  a 
boisterous  ocean  have  been  assuaged.  For  two 
or  three  days,  after  writing  my  last  notes,  we 
were  nearly  becalmed,  and  the  foaming  Atlantic 
became  smooth  and  tranquil  as  the  fish-pond  of 
a  pleasure-ground.  This  placid  interval  was  oc- 
cupied in  making  preparations  for  fair  sailing; 
.  Ae  top*gallant  masts  were  got  up— the  royals 
and  steering  sails  made  ready — fishing-lines 
were  thrown  into  the. still  sea — and  an  awning 
prepared  for  the  quarter-deck;  all  of  which 
imply  steady  breezes^  warm  regions,  and 
pleasant  sailing.  On  the  25th  of  January  we 
were  in  latitude  37®  49^,  the  thermometer  at  69^. 
The  morning  was  mild;  the  sea  still  and  smooth, 
u  a  lake :  all  nature  seemed  hushed  in  silence^ 
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and  no  wind  could  be  felt  We  rose  early,  and 
enjdy^  a  steady  walk  on  the,  now,  quiet  deck. 
The  sun,  protruding  from  the  bosom  of  a 
tranqyil  ocean,  softly  stole  above  the  horizon, 
swelled  into  globular  form,  mildly  assumed  re- 
fulgent brightness,  and  spread  his  cheering 
xaiys  around.  From  excess  of  motion  we  had 
lapsed  into  perfect  rest.  We  hailed  the  change 
with  admiration ;  yet  wished  enough  of  wind  to 
carry  us  on  our  voyage.  The  timoneer  left  the 
h^hu ;  and  the  ship  remained  immoveable  upon 
thiB  Water,  Two  strange  vessels  were  observed 
to.be  in  sight — a  brig  and  a  schooner.  The 
Ibrmer  was  directly  in  our  wake.  Vie>ving  this^ 
amidst  the  universal  stillness  which  prevailed,  w6 
renparked,  with  surprise,  that  she  was  moving, 
towards  us,  with  full  sails.  At  tliis  moment  the 
sky  darkened;  the  thermometer  fell  to  64;  a 
gentle  rippling  spread  over  the  still  suiface  of 
the  water ;  and,  almost  imperceptibly,  brought 
us  —  -  -  a  favorable  breeze !  It  was  from  the 
north-east ;  and  so  soft  and  steady,  that  scarcely 
did  we  feel  the  vessel  in  motion,  before  we  Were 
advancing  at  the  rate  of  five  knots  an  hour  t 
What  we  had  so  long  and  anxiously  sought, 
was  now  arrived,  and  we  most  cordially  wel* 
comed the  trade  wind  !  The  sailors  an- 
nounced it  in  loud  greetings :  need  I  say  that 
we  partook  in  their  liveliest  joy  ?  Never  was  a 
happier  moment !    All  sense  of  our  long  sufier^ 
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ings  vanished,  and  we  were  quite  in  raptures 
on  this  glad  event.  Indeed  We  had  cause 
to  think  ourselves  fortunate  on  being  received 
by  the  favoring  Trades  in  their  very  earliest  la* 
titude.  This  was  a  most  grateful  period  of  our 
passage,  and,  together  with  the  weather  we 
have  since  experienced,  has,  in  3ome  degree, 
compensated  former'  evils.  The  temperature 
grew  cooler  than  it  had  been  during  the  few 
days  [of  calm.  The  breeze  freshened,  and  all 
hands  were  busily  occupied  in  setting  every 
possible  sail,  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  this 
great  and  constant  trader's  friend.  Quickly 
new  canvass  stretched  from  every  point  of  the 
masts  and  yards,  and  the  ship,  winged  with  five 
additional  sails,  widely  spread  her  expanded  pi* 
nions  to  catch  the  breeze.  What  a>  change  I 
transported,  at  once,  from  the  perils  of  (Severe 
tempest^  to  the  finest,  smoothest  sailing !  Sick-» 
ness,  and  all  other  uneasy  feelings  were  banished ; 
we  exercised,  freely,  upon  the  deck ;  and  advan- 
ced on  our  passage,  almost  without  perceiving 
the  vessel  move !  So  rapid,  indeed,  was  our  pro* 
gress,  that  the  ship  seemed  to  feet  no  resistance^ 
in  her  easy  course  through  the  water! 

As  soon  as  we  entered  the  trades^  pur  poirH 
and  scuttks  were  beat  opcfn,  a^id  we  had  a  free 
circulation  of  air,  through  the  cabin,  night  and 
day.  .  The  windows  were  likewise  opened ;  and, 
M  Vf^  sailed  before  the  wind,  the  Ve^etiaA 
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blinds  admitted  the  breeze,  whilst  they  excluded 
the  rays  of  th^  sun.  By  these  means  we  wer« 
kept  pleasantly  cool,  below;  and  when  upoQ 
deck  we  were  protected  by  a  canvass  awnings 
under  which  we  had  a  shaded  walk,  ventilated  by 
a  free  current  of  air.  Having  several  bathing 
tubs  on  board,  we  had,  likewise,  the  comfort^ 
the  luxury  I  might  say,  of  plunging  into  sear^ 
vater  every  morning;  and,  in  order  not  to  tpeet 
lAiese  burning  regions,,  with  all  the  rigid  fibres 
and  strong  vascular  action  of  Europe,  I  have 
adopted  die  plan  of  using  a  very  abstemious 
diet,  and  have  submitted  to  a  short  preparatory 
course  of  medicine*  My  comrades  smile  at  the 
precaution,  but,  although  doctors  may  disagree^ 
I  shall  hope,  on  some  future  day,  to  exhibit,  to 
you,  the  good  effects  of  this  early  discipline. 

Many  days  previous  to  our  arrival  in  Car* 
lisle  Bay,  the  increase  of  temperature  had 
brought  out  upon  our  skins  that  troublescNoie 
eruption  called  prickly  heat.  Our  bodies  were 
covered  with  it,  and  the  irritation  and  itching 
H  occasioned  were  intolerable.  Our  companion^ 
"  pi*  Cleghom,  being  an  early  sufferer  from  il; 
demanded  of  those  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
the  West  Indies,  how  long  his  skin  was  to  be 
thus  tormented  ?  So  long,  good  doctor,  as  you 
remain  in  health,  was  the  reply !  Upon  whicfa» 
With  additional  rubbing  and  scratching,  the 
doctor  jocosely,  although  somewhat  impatiently 
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exclaimed,  in  the  accent  of  his  country,  '^  Faith, 
ou^tain,  and  would  you  carry  us  into  never-ceas- 
ing torment  ?  'Bout  ship,  and  tack  for  England 
immediately.^ 

On  the  itioming  of  the  10th  instant  the 
boatswain  descried  the  highest  points  of  Barbs^ 
does,  when  land!  land  I  was  instantly  echoed 
throughout  the  ship,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  on 
board ;  and  to  the  boatswain's  profit,  who,  being 
the  first  to  sound  the  glad  tidings,  became 
entitled  to  the  customary  fee  of  a  bottle  of 
rum.  It  required  the  eye  of  a  sailor  to  distin-  ' 
guish  the  all-delighting  terra  firma,  amidst  the 
clouds:  the  passengers  looked,  and  looked  iit 
vain !  a  nearer  approach  of  several  leagues,  was 
necessary,  to  render  it  visible  to  the  eye  of  a 
landsman,  and  when  we,  at  length,  discerned  it, 
the  earth  appeared,  only,  as  the  more  fixed  of 
the  clouds,  forming  a  dark  streak  a  little  above 
the  horizon.  This  streak  became,  gradually, 
more  and  more  distinct,  till,  breaking  as  we 
advanced,  it  assumed  the  rugged  form  of  moun- 
tains ;  and,  at  length,  the  appearance  of  land* 
Soon  we  discovered  it  to  be  the  northern  point 
of  the  island  of  Barbadoes :  but  Carlisle  Bay  is 
to  the  south :  we  had,  therefore,  to  coast  round 
yearly  half  the  extent  of  the  island,  before  we 
could  reach  the  harbour.  This  delay  ajfforded 
us  a  good  opportunity  of  viewing  Ae  country. 
We  stood  near  in,  and  could  observje,  distinctly, 


to  VOTES  ON  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

the  objects  on  shore.  I  took  my  seat  upon  decfc^ 
and  with  an  anxious  eye,  aided  by  the  telescope, 
minutely,  examined  everything  we  passed.  The 
mind,  ever  active,  generally  forms  to  itself  some 
image  of  the  things  we  bear  spoken  of,  before 
any  opportunity  occurs  of  seeing  thtJiu-  Ofteri 
the  picture  is  very  incorrect  and  extravagant ; 
but,  upon  the  present  occasion,  I  discovered 
that  my  imagination  had  painted  a  tolerably 
accurate  copy  of  the  West  Indies,  fVom  the 
descriptions  which  I  had  heard  and  read. 

Our  coasting  view  of  the  island  was  not  the 
most  favorable :  for  a  nakedness,  which  Barba* 
does  does  not  possess,  appeared  to  prevail :  nor 
did  the  general  verdure  equal  our  expectations : 
houses,  huts,  windmills,  and  sugar-works,  al- 
though plentifully  distributed,  did  not  present 
the  scenery,  or  the  arr  of  richness  and  comfort 
which  we  had  expected.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
want  of  inclosures,  and  a  deficiency  of  trees  and 
hedges.  The  buildings  looked  bare  and  exposed, 
and  there  was  a  deficiency  of  that  protecting 
shade,  for  the  cattle,  which  our  feelings  had 
deemed  requisite  in  such  a  climate.  The  houses 
being  without  chimnies,  and  devoid  of  orna* 
ment,  conveyed  the  idea  of  bams :  nor  could 
>ve  associate  them  in  the  picture  of  wealth  and* 
abundance  which  had  been  called  up  in  our 
minds.     We  wished  that  the  numerous  wind* 
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mills.  Houses^  and  other  buildings  w^e  saw,  had 
been  tiAire  protected  by  the  deep^shftding  foliage 
of'  Ae  tropical  vegetation.  If*  a  vanety  of 
trees  hAd  been  interspersed,  or  the  branching 
aUk'Cottoil,  or  stately  mountain-edbbage  had 
ocmtributed  its  shelter,  the  appearance  of  com- 
fbit  would  have  been  preserved,  and  the  pic- 
lomsque  effect  rendered  more  strikm^.  The 
had  18  oonsiderably  varied,  being  hilly  and  un- 
equal;  atfd,  from  the  general  vi^\^  in  sailing 
AkiDg  the  cbast,  it  appears  to  rise  into  two  or 
threes,  disdnct  tables,  which  elevate  themselves 
abruptly,  one  above  another.  " 

We  made  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  just 
as  the:  siin  was  sinking  into  his  wateiybed,  for 
the  night;  and  it  was  in  debate  whethei*  we 
could jf^i^  m  before  it  grevi^dark,  when  it  was 
wddeuly  decided  against  tis,^  by  the  wind  shift- 
ing adld'  coming  round  directly  a-hedd.  This  we 
learned  wad  the  land-breeze;  In  these  regions 
the  trade-wind  blows  from  the  sea,  dufing  the 
day;  but  this  commonly  subsides,  as  the  sun 
goes  down,  and  a  contrary  breeze  sets  in,  from 
th€!  land,  which  continues  throughout  the  night. 

Being  prevented  from  coming  to  anchor, 
we  9lx>od  off  and  on,  at  the  harbour's  mouth, 
until  daylight,  when  we  discovered  that  we  had 
BO  cause  of  regret  in  this  additional  delay  j  for 
all  the  beauties  of  Carlisle  Bay  were,  now,  ex- 
hibited to  us,  not  only  under  the  still  light  of 
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the  morning,  but  brightened  by  the  golden  ti^ 
pf  the  rising  sun.  If  we  had  gone  iii  at  nighti 
we  must  have  lost  a  most  enchanting  prospect) 
and  the  loss  would  have  been  irrepBibble,  for^ 
after  the  eye  had  been  accustomed  to  the  ridi 
foUage,  the  houses,  the  towns,  the  fields,  and 
all  the  peculiarity  of  tropical  scenery,  the  im* 
pression  which  we  now  felt  could  never  have 
been  excited.  The  mind  was,  at  this  momoitj 
in  a  state  to  enjoy  them :  the  novelty  was  gieat^ 
and  every  object  striking.  We  had  been  long  aft 
sea^  and  tlie  eye*  sought,  eagerly^  the  shwr. 
Land  was  anxiou;sly  desired :  the  view  of  it 
opened  to  us  very  favorably ;  and,  from  the  va« 
rious  circumstances  conspiring  to  its  imprbve* 
ment,  the  prospect  Was  rendered  more  deli^tful 
than  it  could  have  been  at  any  other  pertpd. 

Hie  harbour  is  a  fine  open  bay^  thfe  whole 
of  which,  with  its  varied  shores,  was  before 
us  :  many  ships  were  riding  at  anchor^  and 
a  multitude  of  boats  and  small  vessels  were  saiU 
ing  and  rowing  to  and  fro.  The  two  points  of 
land,  at  the  entrance,  serve  as  a  defencei  white 
they  augment  the  beauty  of  the  harbour*  On 
one  of  them  appears^a  formidable  battery,  to- 
gether with  an  extensive  barrack  for  troops :  on 
the  other  is  a  fine  grove  of  mountain^cabbage, 
and  coco^nut  trees.  Through  the  shipping  at 
the  bottom  of  the  bay,  are  seen  numbers  of  neat 
cottages  >  among  which  are  interspersed  various 


lh)pical  trees^  affording  the  protecting  shelter 
bf  their  umbrageous  summits.     On  the  ioiith- 
Vest  shore  stands  Bridge-town,  the  capital  of 
the  island;  ajld  K>n  tiie  npr^^-ea3t,  upon  high 
ground,  is  a  new  and  handsome  quadrangle  of 
stoner  barracks^  with  the  military  hospital  and 
other  buildings  of  St.  Anne's  Hill.     Nor  is  tlm 
prospect  connned  to  tnese  limits;  tor,  in  adai- 
tion  to  the  watef,  ti^e  shipping,  and  the  pume- 
rous  other  objects,  immediately  before*  the  eye, 
the  land  in  the  back-groupd  is  seen  above  the 
houses,  the  trees,  and  the  topmasts  of  the  shi][)S, 
rising  td  a  great  distance,  clothed  in  all  the' 
richntes  olF  its  tropical  apparel.    Verdant  fields 
of  sugar,  of  cofree,  and  of  cotton;  fine  groves, 
<iark   with  luxuriant ,  foliage ;  country  villas ; 
clusters  of  negro-huts,  windmills,  and  sugar- 
work^,  all  present  themselves  to  diversify  and 
enliven  the  picture.     Such  was  the  scene  which 
appeared  before  us  as  we  sailed  into  Carlisle  Bay. 
You,  whose  idol  is  nature,  in  all  her  ix)rms,  will 
ftel  a  friendship  for  the  evening  land-breeze 
wbich  so  happily  lengtheued  a  Voyage,,  before 
too  long. 

Adifu, 
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Previous  to  our  coming  into  harbour,  from  our 
late  voyage,  the  ship^s  company  was  buaily  oc- 
cupied for  several  days,  m  cleaning,  painting, 
and  adorning  the  vessel;  according  to  a  prevail- 
ing custom  of  dressing  the  West  India  ships  ia. 
a  new  jacket,  during  the  steady  sailing  of  run- 
mng  down  the  trades^  in  order  that  they  may  ap- 
pear clean,  and  in  the  best  condition,  while  re- 
maining in  the  harbour*  of  the  islands.  In  this 
the  sailors  have  a  degree  of  pride,  which  excites 
a  general  spirit  of  emulation  y  every  captain 
wishing  to  render  his  vessel  the  object  of  admi- 
ratioaand  attraction.  In  consequence  of  this 
custom  the  "West  India  harbqurs  become  lik«L 
drawing-rooms  of  fine-dressed  merchantmen. 
He?e,'  each  ship  exhibits  her  best  apparel,  and 
vying  with  the  other's,  holds  out  her  lures  ta 
catch  the  eye  of  every  beholder.  The  decora- 
tion is'  ftttW^rsal.  From  head  to  stern,  not  a 
plank,  a  mast,  a  yard,  nor  scarcely  a  Fope 
escapes  ;  each  receives  a  full  dress  coat  of 
paint,  or  is  made  new  with  a  black  varnish 
of  tar.  The  more  prominent  parts  of  ouf 
•liip  being  completed,  the  progress  of  cleaning 


and  omwiMtk)^  *waf  exteuded  to.  auidv  mi- 
nutifBa^  jto  b^OQQiejridiculoust.  A.decpf^n^ 
foAnist  aeemed,  tO;  h«vii  seizod  the  whole  ^re\V| 
»ftd  every  oiH^  w$i8  up  to  his  elbows  in  grease^ 
tir,  aud  pil.  Nfltan  iron  .rin^,  a  bolt,  oi 
a  nail  WAS  neg^^ed^^^pt  evea  th^  c^i^n^balls 
€«!aped-— «idy>  that  nothing  should  he  pipit^e^^ 
the  inner  surface  of  the  fvater-buckf  ts,  ,rejpif d- 
less  of  healthy  iwere  dre^$ed  with  tlieir  poisonr 
otts  oPattog.  Never  ws(s  idle  excess  ren4ere4 
more  conspicuous.  Not  aa  inch^  n;pr  aja  ^tppoL 
but  appeared  in^Lord  Sjieifield's  livery;  .b.l^ 
and  yellow  prevailed  from  the  highest  point  of 
the .  mastSy  down  to  the  very  water's  edge» 
Nothing  can  convey  to  you  a  ^t;ropger  idea  of 
the  fine; steady. sailing,  in  a  trade-wind,  than  to 
luiow  that  the  outer  part  of  the  ship  is  p^inte4 
at  sea,  by  men  bitngini;  in  ropes,  at  her  sides, 
whilst  she  is  proceeding  with  f^U  oanvasS|  oiji 
her  passage. 

The  ship>  company  have  appthei^  apd  ye^ 
stronger  pride,  whicfa  respects  the  swiftness  of 
their  vessel:  like  every  man's  horse,  every  sailor's 
•hip  is  tke  best  in  th/wftrld;  every  captain  com* 
loands  the  quickest  vessel  of  the  fleet  \  He  woiul^ 
ceaM  to  merit  the  honor  9if  a  jackpt^  who  could 
be  brought  to  acknowledge,  however  true  it 
might  be,  that  his  ship  was  a  slug^sh  sailer: 
for,  howeiyer  manifest  this  shall  appear,  an  e^* 
case  is  never  wanting.    3he  is  in  bad  trim — sh^ 
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is  too  much  by  thestera^— too  nliicfa  by  thefated-*^ 
is  too  deep-**too  light— ^e  briewe  is  not  frook^ 
her  quarter^— ^he  sails  best  upon  a  wind— bo* 
fore  the  wind— she  makes  best  way  m  a  gale 
^n  a  light  breeze:  so  that  be  the  weather, 
and  the  attendant  circumstances  whatever  they 

,  may,  here  is  a  side-wind  for  each  of  them  ;  and 
a  son  of  the  ocean  is  always  expert  Plough 
to  appropriate  them  in  favor  of  his  vessel,  so 
as  to  guard  her,  at  every  point,  against  the  im* 
putation  of  being  a  dull  sailer.  Our  ship  was 
found  not  to  advance  in  proportion  to  the 
breeze ;  it  was,  therefore,  deemed  expedient  to 
l^ive  her  a  new  main-top-gallant  mast;  and  this 
was  put  up,  in  the  night-time,  with  as  much 
secrecy  as  if  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
bad  hung  upon  its  disclosure.  We,  afterwards, 
discovered  that  it  was  done,  in  the  dark,  not  to 
conceal  it  from  the  passengers,  pnly,  but  from 
the  ship's  company  of  a  vessel^  which  happened, 
then,  to  be  sailing  near  us ;  and  with  which  the 
Lord  Sheffield  was,  secretly,  vying  in  her  pror 
gross. 

A  day  or  two  after  we  had  entered  into  the 

,  latitude  of  the  trade-wind,  we  had  to  cross  the 
tropic ;  which  was  an  occasion  of  great  mirth 
and  festivity.  The  usual  ceremonies  were  per- 
formed— the  usual  honors  paid  to  old  Neptune, 
aiid  all  was  holiday.  The  great  deity  of  the 
'ocean,    accompanied  by  his    queen,    ascended 
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from  the  deep,  in  order  to  welcome  us  to  his 
tro{^ical  abode,  and  to  witness  the  baptism  of  all 
his  children  who  had  not,  before,  tlone  homage 
at  his  font.  This  is  a  ceremony  which  is,  com- 
monly, thought  to  be  ludicrous :  but,  in  the 
way  it  is  conducted  by  the  rough  tars,  it  be- 
comes a  very  dirty  and  severe  probess.  It  is 
extended  to  every  person  on  board,  who  has  not 
been  already  within  the  tropics,  varying  only 
in  its  mode  of  application,  and  in  its  severities.' 
The  old  sailors  are  carfefiri  to  discover,  in 
the  course  of  the  passage,  which  of  their  mess- 
inates  have  not  undergone  the  discipline  of  this 
tropical  baptism ;  and  on  this  day,  all  who  are 
marked  for  the  ceremony,  are  led  upon  deck, 
one  hy  one,  blindfolded.  In  this  state  the 
young  sailor  is  made  to  seat  himself  upon  a  small 
Barrow  plank,  laid  across  a  large  tub  of  salt 
iKcater,  or  upon, the  edge  of  the  tub  itself,  and, 
in  this  perilous  situation,  they  administer  to  him 
a  long *and  ridiculous  oath :  then  offer  him  a 
glass  of  gin,  by  way  of  cordial,  which  he  ii 
compelled  to  drink,  and  finds  it  to  be  only  a 
glass  of  salt  water.  They;  then,  smear  his  face 
with  a  niisty  t:ompound  of  grease,  tar,  and  stink- 
ing oil,  iakiiig  care  hi  the  operation,  t6  force 
some  of  it  into  his  induth.  The  next  step  is  to 
shave  this  off,  and  the  razor  employed,  for  the 
purpose,,  is  commonly  a  piece'  of  ^9.  old  iron 
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Iioop,  beat  full  of  notches.  .  The  filth  being  op 
part  scraped  from  his  chiii|  with  this  rough  i]^» 
strument,  the  baptismal  process  is  completed  by 
the  planky  upon  which  he  is  seated,  being  sud; 
denly  withdrawn,  and  the  young  initiated 
plunged  bead  and  ears  into  the  tub  of  wat^;; 
where  he  ^  made  to  lie  kicking  and  sprawling 
for  a  considerable  time;  after  which  he  is  pert 
mitted  to  rise  from  his  briny  birth;  when  hi) 
eyes  are  unveiled,  he  washes  his  countenance, 
and  issues  fprtb  a  privileged  son  of  old  Neptune 
rzfi^ce  to  range  in  the  tropical  seas.;  If  he.conr 
tend,  or  offer  Any  resistance,  he  is  treated  witl^ 
three  or  four  dippings,  instead  of  one;  h^ 
finds  it  best,  therefore,  not  to  be  refrftcto^y,  and 
smothers  his  wfath  in  %  the  secret  pleasure  of 
witnessing  a  similar  process  imposed  ^poa, the 
rest  of  his  messmates.  Every  oue,  whe^bftf 
sailor  or  landsman,  is  called  uppn  tp  undergo 
this  phristening  ceremony  J 

As  passengers  we  were  honored  with  a  vq^ij^ 
froQi  father  Neptune  and  his  spouse,  to  weWop^% 
^s^to  their  tropical  dwelling,  and  to  anpouQce 
th^:  PWpriety^  and  necessity  of  tb«  baptlunf^l 
v^w :  i^jut  we  compromi^d  the  disciplinfsi  of 
dippjng^anil  ^ving,  by  offering  the  tribute  o^f 
H,  few, gallons  of  rum,!  Neverthele^,'  we  wer^i 
taught,  that  it.  would  be  prudent,  to  reo^ain^ 
quietly,  iu  thp  cabin,  duri^ig  this  briny  Christ* 
jBuing  of  tl^e  jailo^-s.    ;, 


-  Tlie>ein^aiife'werc  bd  by  curio3ity  t0  vi^it 
the  deck,  hoping  to  witness  the  ceremony  with- 
out becomingy  tliemaejves,  the  objects  of  it; 
but  they  were  speedily  presented .  with  a  com- 
plete wwhiag!  of  £ea-water»  and  obliged  to  beat 
a  hasty  retreat^  in  order  to  escape  the  shaying: 
one  of  them,  who  was  a  great  coxcoinb  in  hi« 
dfts$^  grew  sadly  enraged^  and  J  felt  highly 
indignant  that  the  sailors  should  dare  to  wet  and 
spoil  bift  <^k>tbes :  in  his  janger  he  ran  down 
tebw  to  arm  himself  with,  a  sword,  theb  return- 
ing.upon  deck^  declared  th^t  he  would  run  any 
man  through  the  body,  who  should  throw  water 
upon  him,  again:  but  scarcely  had  he  said  fim 
words,  and  brandished  his  sabre,  before  «ivetal 
bucketsful  of  wat^r  \¥ere  dashed  upon  his  head 
and  shoulders,  by  some  sailors  who  had  placed 
themselves  in  .tl)e  main^feopu  The  poor  in^ 
itorsfted  violently,  swore^  stamped)^  tod  raved* 
The  sailors^  laughing  at  bis  impoteAt  rage,  cpn- 
tinued  to  pour  down  bucketfttl  after  bucket* 
ful.  He.  WM  unable  to  climb  lip,  the  shrouds; 
and  they  tliverted  themselves  at  his  wrath,;  untilyi 
at.length,  seeing  that  thejr  dtified  all  lus  thceats^ 
he  againi  returned  tothecdbin,  Idiidly  denoiineing^ 
▼eagdmce,  linmindful  tlbat:his  best  rfemedy  wa» 
to^tenge  bis  dodies^  tripe  hitnfcelf  dry^  and  lefe 
Hisckoler  suhsi^le.  Custom  is  alMoliite,  ab^  in 
the  hands  o£  sueb/hwdy  niinistibrs,  it  were)f(^y 
to  oppose  k^^  dftapatic  gowrnment.    :  - . 
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After  reaching  the  latitude  of  tlie  trade- 
^ind  we  passed  very  little  of  our  time  in  tlm 
cabin ;  nor,  throughout  the  whole  passage,  did 
we  neglect  to  take  our  exercise  upon  decks 
whenever  the  weatlier  would  permit ;  occaskm* 
ally  also,  in  order  to  divert  the  sad  indolence  of 
our  inactive  life,  we  gave  assistance  at  the  cap- 
stan, or  in  working  the  pump,  or  pulling  the 
ropes. 

During  our  fine  tropical  sailing  we  wem 
fiequently  amused  in  observing  the  immens4 
shoals  of  porpoises,  dolphins,  and  flying  fish, 
which,  from  time  to  time,  assembled  abou^  the 
ship.  The  frightful  shark  and  spouting  gram- 
fuH  ako  nnade  us  frequent  visits. 

Harpoops  and  other  instruments,  called 
gigs,  or  grains,  were  prepared  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  these  inhabitants  of  the  ocean.  'Hiey 
are  formidable  weapons  of  iron,  made  with  barb*' 
ed  points.  At  the  time  of  using  them,  a  wooden 
handle,  loaded  with  lead,  is  affixed  to  them,  to* 
gether  witli  a  long  cord;  and  they  are  struck 
into  the  animal  while  he  is  swimming  ait  the 
aide  of  the  ship.  If  they  penetrate  beyond  the 
barb  he  is  unable  to  free  himself  from  thcf  in^ 
stnnnent,  but*  is  tunieid  upon  his  back,  by  iim 
weight  of  the  lead  m  the  handle,  and  cdnse- 
quently  has  no  power  to  escape.  Often  the 
iron  points  are  bent  double  without  entering; 
or  sometimes  tfaej?   «re    diro^ni  out    by  hia 


txmoL  XT.  91 

ttmggtos,  and  he  swims  off  with  his  wound. 
*nHS  we  saw  happen  to  a  large  porpoise  while 
he  was  amidst  a  shoal  of  his  species^  so  nume^ 
roas  as  to  darken  the  sea;  when,  instantly, 
every  individual  of  them  abandoned  the  ship^ 
not  to  protect  or  console  their  wounded  brother, 
liut,  according  to  the  unfriendly  habit  of  these 
hideous  and  rapacious  creatures,  to  pursue  him 
as  their  prey. 

The  flying  fish,  the  shark,  and  the  dolphin, 
are  all  used  by  the  sailors,  as  food.  The  shark  ia 
a  most  stupid  animal — unlike  other  fishes,  he  dis^ 
T^ards  being  seen«  He  shuns  not  people  who 
appear  before  him,  nor  is  intimidated  at  things 
failing  near  him,  or  even  upon  him  in  the 
.water.  Does  this  arise  from  a  deficiency  of 
nervous  sensibility,  or  from  a  consciousness 
that  he  is  armed  against  the  objects  he  com- 
manly  meets?  By  throwing  out  to  him  occa- 
^onally  a  piece  of  fat  pork,  he  may  be  induced  to 
continue,  at  the  side  of  the  ship,  whilst  a  rope^ 
let  down  into  the  water,  is  passed  over  his  head, 
and  xlrawn  tight  round  hi?  body,  in  order  to  take 
rhim  alive,  and  if  it  happen  to  slip  off,  he  is  tor- 
'pid  enough  to  remain  until  it  be  fixed  a  second 
time.  We  caught  a  very  large  one  iti  this 
manner ;  and  also^  with  the  hook,  took  a  smaller 
.01^,  whicli  the  sailors  consumed  as  delicatr 
iood. 

The  shoals. 6f  dpiphins  are  pften  so  cfowded 
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«»  ta  convert  tbe  «ea  into  a  kind  of  jrii^  audi 
hauling  mine,  exhtbitiog  smiiy  kriUiaQt  iaMr* 
diattge&.of  .colour. 

The.  novf^itj  of  inmense  multttades  of  fiab 
Waiting  from  the  sea  and  takbg  wing  in  tbe  air^ 
j<m  will^  believe  attracted  oinr  attention.  To 
tpeak  of  fiflfbes  fly mg  might  aeem  to  be  a  tratet- 
lera  tale;  we  were,  therefore^  led  to  a  minute 
investigation  of  the  fact.  We  watcbed  tbem 
with  a  sceptical  eye,  and^  at  nany  different 
timesi  before  we  admitted  even  tbe  evidence  of 
<mi  aeusesw  It  appeared  possible  that  J:beir  ahoit 
flight  might  be  the  effect  of  a  siofl^e  innscubur 
effort^  supported  by  the  expansion  of  Iqtm 
sneinbranous  fins;  and  this  opinion  became 
strengthened  from  observing  them,  bccasionaUyy 
tovch  tbe  water^  as  if  to  gain  new  force  from 
ita  resistance^  and  tba;i  rise  again,  and  Af 
as  fer  aa  before.  But,  upon  regarding  ihaa 
with  aaruracy,  we  observed  their  wings  em- 
ployed, like  those  of  birds,  in  fluttering  mo- 
tion as  they  flew.  We  saw  them  change  their 
eovrse,  from  a  direct  line;  we  perceived  then 
rjs€^  and  fall  in  their  flighty  to  surmount  tbe 
waves  they  .met,  and  renarked  diat  they  ofteii 
continued  their  progress  to  the  distance  of 
two  or  thtee' hundred  yards,,  without  tonchins 
-die  water:  at  length  some  of  them  flew  on 
bo^rd  the  ahip^  and,  striking  against  the  maats^ 
^U  dead  vpoKi  the  deck;   thus  aSbnfing  us 


an  opporhinity  of  satisfying  our  doubts.  After 
minutely  examining  therr  external  form,  we 
fiirttier  assured  ourselves^  by  carefully  dissecting 
them;  and  we  have  now  no  hesit^ion  in  saying* 

that  fishes  -• do  Jhfl  The  wings  are  very 

long:  arising  from  behind  the  giHs,  they  lie 
folited  at  the  sides  nearly  the  whole  length  of 
the  fish,  being  formed  of  several  fine  cartilages^ 
and  a  thtn  transparent  membrane  not  unlike  the 
wing  of  a  bat  At  the  insertion,  near  the  gilis; 
they  are  narrow,  but  become  considerably  wider 
towards  their  extremities.  When  used  in  flying 
they  are  raised  from  the  side,  and  expanded,  by 
die  cartilages  separating  from  each  other,  and 
stretching  out  the  membrane  which  covers 
them.  They  are  not  connected  With  the  body 
by  extensive  muscular  insertions;  but  are  united 
by  a  ligamentous  membrane.  Two  small  mus- 
cles paiss  into  each  wing,  terminating' in  strong 
ligaments.  These  serve  to  give  them  the  com- 
mand of  the  wing,  but  are  not  calculated  to! 
support  long  and  powerful  action.  The  fish  if 
about  the  size  of  a  herring.  Tliey  ^e  caugiiV 
in  great  numbers,  near  Barbadoes,  where  they 
are  pickled,  and  salted,  and  used  as  a  verj^i 
common  food.  .    '     ,       .  t  .      .  ; 

Tlie  day  before  we  m^e  the  land  we  met 
with  shoals  of  flying  fi^h  of  much  smaller  si^e. 
than  those  we  had  cofnmonly  seeti;  4io*  larger^; 
indeed,  than  sprats.*    On  rising  oiitef  the  wattiiy 
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in  laVge  bodies  at  a  time^  they  caused  a  souna. . 
like  the  splashing  of  rain/  which  being  heard  by. 
tlie  captain, ,  he   instant I3*  exclaimed    **  Ha  / 
hroico!  land,  land  I  here  are  the  little  splashers, 
we  can't  he  far  from  the  landT  This  small  race  o£ 
flying  fish,  it  seems^  is  never  observed  at  anj** 
great  distance  from  the  shore,  nor  in  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  Atlantic:  wherefore  their  appear-^ 
stficeis  assumed  as  a  sure  indication  of  a  speedy 
approach  to  the  land. 

We  observed  upon  the  passage,  that  after 
tlie  great  heat  of  the  day,  the  water  pf  the  At- 
lantic was  somewhat  warmer  than  the  circum* 
Ambient  ain  In  latitude  14'',  at  10  o'clock  at 
Bight,  the  thermometer  stood  at  72},  and  upoa 
being  put  into  a  bucket  of  fresh-drawn  sei^ 
Water  it  rose  to  73. 

Like  all  young  sailors  we  felt  our  attention 
strongly  attracted  by  the  phenomenon  of  the 
lights  produced  in  the  sea,  at  night,  from  the  ship 
beating  her  way  through  the  water.  We  often 
witnessed  them  in  a  very  striking  degree,  and. 
were,  frequently,  led  to  the  forecastle  to 
view  them  in  their  greatest  splendour;  for, 
tiiere,  the  vessel  appeared  to  be  sailing  through 
liquid  flames.  On  every  side  the  lights  were 
vivid  and  iieautiful,  but  at  the  head  we  saw 
die  pitchings  and  plunges  of  the  ship  strike 
ottt  wide  flashes,  resembling  sheets  of  fire.  At 
the  stem  theae  lights  appear  as  if  they  poured 
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from  the  yessel  in  bright  streama  of  flte,  extend- 
ing to  a  considerable  distance  in  her  wake. 

We  drew  up  water  in  buckets^  occasion*^ 
lily,  to  the  deck^^  and  found  that  by  agitating  it^ 
either  with  the  hand  or  a  piece  of  wood,  we 
could  excite  the  same  luminous  appearance^ 
but,  after  disturbing  it  for  a  short  time,  this 
effect  ceaied;  and  no  degree  of  agitation  was 
sufficient  to  renew  it  in  the  same  waten  You 
know  the  various  theories  and  speculations 
which  have  been  offered  in  explanation  of  this 
phenomenon ;  I  need  not,  therefore,  swell  my 
letter  by  repeating  them. 

The  beautiful  appearance  of  the  iris  rest- 
ing in  small  circles  upon  the  surface  of  the 
ocean,  was  also  a  frequent  subject  of  our  notice. 
These  were  only  seen  near  the  ship;  and  it  wilt 
occur*to  you  that  they  proceeded  from  the  nunute 
particles  of  water,  beaten  off  by  the  ressel, 
dividing  the  rays  of  light,  and  causing  them  to 
fall  upon  the  sea  in  the  form  of  rich  and  distinct 
rainbows.  They  are  often  extremely  brilliant, 
and  are  observed,  lyings  as  it  were,  in  numbers 
upon  the  water. 

The  very  beautiful  rising  and-^tting  of  the 
•unand  themoon  were  many  times  the  admired  ob- 
jects of  our  contemplation.  Viewed  from  a  West 
India  sea,  the  surface  of  these  orbs  does  not  ap- 
pear as  in  Europe,  like  a  mere  plane  fixed  in  the 
sky,   but  their  convexity,   and  globular  form 
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aw  stea  veiydistinetly.    When  thing  they  tp*, 
pear  as  detached  globes  protruding  .from  th« 
sleep :  at  setting  they  pesembb  distinct  spheres  ^ 
sinking,  or  rather  droppings  divested  of'  thdr 
rays,  into  the  ocean*  I 

The  moon  is  brighter  than  in  £nglandy>afiKi 
reflects  a  clearer  light.  When  only  a  few  days 
old  the  whole  orb  is  visible**«-not  deckdd  its 
uniform  brightness,  as  when  it  is  at  ther  full,  but 
vith  the  great  body  in  shade,  while  the  homed 
edge,  alone,  is  dressed  in  silver. 

The  appearance  of  the  western  sky  wa* 
likewise  an  object  of  novelty  to  us.  By  day 
the  whole  canopy  is  one  fine  azure  expanse, 
bright  and  unclouded;  but,  at  evening,  daric 
mountainous  clouds  accumulate  into  deep 
masses,  and  impend,  in  awful  majesty  of  fonn^ 
ever  the  horizon. 
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Carlide  Baj,  Feb. 

Iir  ^nuance  of  my  promiae  I  ^11  direct  my 
pen  towards  you,  notwithstanding  the  uncer^ 
tainty  whftn  I  may  be  able  to  send  away  my 
letters^ 

Tbe.period  is  critiea)  and  important  News 
irom.each  shore  of  the  Atlantic^  to  its  opposite, 
4s.90iigbt  with  the  most  lively  anxiety.  While 
yon  are  looking  to  us  fbr  tidings  of  ourselves,  of 
oitr.ao«tten»i  fleet,  and  of  endangered  iadands; 
.'ijre,  nnaUe.  to.  relieve  'yoor  suspense,  are  look* 
iAg  toi  ]K)a>' with  no  less  anxiety  forinteUigemie 
of  England  and  of  Europe.  The  avidity  for 
news,  \  which,  here^  displays  itself,  is  vivid  bor 
yond  all  I  can  express.  Our  anchor  waa  not 
^Toppedy  hideed  we  had  scarcely  entered  the 
harbour  before  a  variety  of  people  came  out,.. in 
boats,  to  meet  us,  and,  scrambling,  on  board, 
asked  the  news  in  such  hurried  solicitude  as 
scarcely  to  wait  for  areply^  befoieeach  question 
was  followed  by  another.  What  news?  what 
news?  what  news  of  the  fleet?  what  news  of 
E^gla^?  what  news  from  the  Conttnenl?  were 
all  uttered  in  such  rapid  succestton,  ^t  the 
only  answer  we  could  properly  make,  ierved  as 
vot.  I.  H 
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a  general  reply "  None !  we  have  been  nine 

weeks  at  sea,  and  have  everj  intelligence  to 
seek — none  to  give."* 

Our  abrupt  visitors  were  extremely  disap- 
pointedy  when,  instead  of  being  able  to  satisfy 
them,  they  found  that  we  were  equally  solicit- 
ous to  denuro^  newt  of  our  cofiVdy,  of  the 
I^ondsy  and  of  the  sailing  of  the  packet  for 
£ngUnd.    We  tibald  impart  nothing  satisfac- 
tory ;  and  the  information  we  acquired  wu  not- 
very  ghitifyiog.    The  Ibllowib^  were  the  lead- 
ifig  ctrcumstaiioes  wttidi  we  collected  alt  the 
jfboMent    Grenada,  Mrb  were  told,  was^  adttost 
wholly,  in  possession  of  the  brigands:  St  Vin- 
cent in-immomt  danger  ffoiA  the  Charibs :  and 
Giiidaloupe,  if  not  St.  laioie,  so  stvmgthentid 
by  reinfbncenlents  from  France  as  to  bid  us  d«- 
•fiance^ 

Two  French  frigatesi^aad  numbers  of  privA- 
tsers  bad'  besn  cruising,  with  too  much  sueo^sft, 
against  oor  seattered  transports  and  merchant- 
>  meti.  The  iTigs.tes  }iad  lately  been  daring  enough 
fbo  look  into  the  hafbour  of  Cdrliste  Bay,  aiM 
\^  Chaixm  of  44  gutts  armed  en  Jlute,  one  of 
Ihe  earliest  arrivals  of  the  Spithead  fleet,  lutd 
been  sent  out,  with  La  Pique  frigate  in  pursuit 
of  thtm. 

The  Leda  frigate,  (employed  to  cdttvoy  a 
fleet  of  victuaHers  from  Cork,  had -been  upSet 
in  a  gale,  aad^  uhlmppily,  sunk  to  the  bottom 
4  •  '     ' 
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With  all  l^mda  on  board,  seven  only  excepted: 
These  bud  since  arrived  m  one  of  the  victuallers^ 
Ht  Barbadoes ;  but  several  of  the  convoy/  left 
iln^teeted  by  this  fatal  accident^  had  been 
captured  by  the  isneiny's  cruisers. 

The  commander  in- chief  was  stlU  unheard 
t>f ;  nor  Was  there  any  accurate  intelligeMre  of 
tile  fleet,  although  a  few  stxaggltng  Vessels  had 
arrived. 

This  was  thg  slim  of  the  news  that  greeted 
our  arrival  at  Barbadoes.  But  gloomy  as  it  waflt, 
the  distressful  feelings  it  produced  nmre^.  in 
some  degr^  alleviated  by  our  learnings  soon 
afterwards,  that  the  Brimswick,  which  had  been 
Mdered  to  proceed  with  trOopS  to  the  relief  of 
St.  Vinqrat,  had  arrived  most  opportunely  to 
isave  Ab  island ;  and  that  the  Stanley,  which  had 
^led  with  tlie  first  fleet  in  November,  andwie 
tapposed  to  have  been  lost,  during  the  disastrous 
storm  which  arose  in  the  channel,  had  arrived 
safely  in  Carlisle  Bay,  on  Christmas  day,  being 
the  only  ship  of  tiie  Nwetttbef  convoy  that 
h)ade  good  het  passage ;  lind,  furdier,  that 'nine 
or  ten  of  the  vessels  of  the  ^Decemier  convoy 
had  reached  Barbadoes  in  safety,  with  upwards 
%f  two  thousand  troops  on  boards 

The  delight  we  felt  on  the  glad  occasion  tff 
siting  our  feet,  again,  upon  terra  firma  was 
more  fxquisite  than  I  can  describe;  and  it  was- 
highly  SMgmented  by  the  novelty  that  surround- 
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ed  us.  The  houses,  the  streets,  the  people,,  tite 
fruit,  fish,  and  vegetabtes,  the  trees,  the  fields^ 
every  thing  before  us,  was  new.  The  very 
means  of  labour  and  amusement  were  novels 
and  all  combined  to  indicate  the  change  we  had 
made— ^U  bespake  our  removal,  to  a  tropical 
latitude.  We  gazed  on  all  we  met,  and  all  we 
(Missed.  Objects  which,  at  other  momenta, 
would  have  been  triding  and  unimportant,  now 
called  forth  our  attention*  Chaos  seemed  to 
be  renewed ;  and,  without  being  able  to  dis- 
criminate, we  contemplated,  in  anxious  curiosity. 
Ibis  seeming  change  of  worlds. 

We  took  our  umbrellas  in  our  hands,  by 
way  of  parasob,  but  found  less  occasion  for 
them  than  we  had  been  taught  to  expect;  for 
notwithstan^ng  that  the  heat  was  greater,  by 
Kveral  degrees,  ^in  Bridge-town^  than  iai  the 
harbour,  we  did  not  feel  any  degre^vof  languor 
lor  oppresMOUr  A  pleasant  breeze  counteracted 
.the  ardent  rays  of  the  sun :  dnd|  at  our  first 
jvisit,  wp  rambled  abouty  for  two  hours,  with 
far  less  inconvenience  from  heat,  than  I  have, 
often  experienced  in  the  close  and  sultry  dayt 
of  £ngland. 

It  will  be  quite  within  your  recolleotioa 
hQW  ^i)g»  ^id  how  much  I  have  wished  to 
visit  the  ships  trading  to  Africa,  and  to  witness 
pefson$liy,  the  manner  of  treatuig.  tbose  poor 
beings,  who  are  torn  from  Uj«i«;  native  hpme,. 
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by  tjie  iron  hand  of  commerce,  to  be  transport- 
ed to  a  land  of  slavery.  In  this  wish,  I  have 
had  an  early  opportunity  of  being  gratified  A 
slave-ship,  belonging  to  North  America,  and 
bound  to  Savanna  in  Georgia,  had  arrived 
from  the  coast  of  Guinea  just  before  we.  came 
into  harbour,  and  was  lying  very  near  ^to 
us,  with  a  cargo  of  negroes  on  board.  Fearing 
^e  might  sail  for  America^  and  being  unwilling 
to  lose  the  first  occasion  that  offered,  of  indulg- 
ing our  curiosity,  Drs.  Master^  Cleghorn,  and 
myself  took  off  a  boat,  the  morning  after  we 
came  to  anchor,  and  went  to  visit  the  Guinea- . 
man.  We  found  both  the  master  and  mate 
of  the  ship  disposed  to  show  us  every  civility, 
and  to  oblige  us  by  freely  replying  to  our 
questions. 

A  little  before  they  made  Carlisle  Bay«  the 
captain  and  his  mate  had  been  taken  out  of  their 
ship,  and  detained  a  whole  night,  on  board  an 
English  frigate,  while  their  papers  were  exa« 
mined,  under  the  suspicion  that  tl)e  vessel  and 
cargo  were  Dutch  property :  but  the  property 
being  proved  to  be  American,  they  were  released, 
and  the  ship  is  now  taking 'in  water,  prepara- 
tory to  pursuing  her  voyage  to  the  state  of 
Georgia. 

The  cargo  consisted  of  a  hundred  and 
thirty  slaves,  «f  whom  two-thirds  were  males, 
and  one^hird   females.    The  two  sexes  were 
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kept  separate  by  a  partition,  or  bulk-heitd,  buift 
from  side  to  side,  across  the  ship ;  alk>tti|ig  tlie 
iltaist  to  the  men,  and  to  the  women,  the  qtuir^ 
ier^ck.  A  great  majority  of  them  were  very 
young,  being  from  ten  to  eighteen  years  of  age, 
Ve  were  pleaded  to  observe  thftt  an  air  of  cheer- 
fulnes^s  and  contentment  prevailed  among  them. 
In  a  few  only  we  remarked  despondency,  and 
dejection  of  countenance,  Both  aexes  were 
without  apparel,  having  only  a  narrow  band  of 
blue  cloth  put  round  the  waist,  and  brouglit 
from  the  back  "to  fasten  before.  Many  of 
them  had  marks  upon  the  skin  which  appeared 
to  have  been  made  with  a  cutting  instrument, 
'These,  we  learned,  were  distinctive  of  the  na- 
tion to  which  they  had  belonged.  Some  had 
their  teeth  cut,  or  filed  to  sharp  points,  giving 
them  a  very  hideous,  and  tranine  appearance. 
They  looked  well  fed  and  healthy,  although 
some  of  them  had  an  eruption,  called  the  cra-cra, 
upon'ihe  skin.   . 

Their  sleeping  births  were  the  naked  boards, 
Divided  into  two  crowded  parties,  they  reposed, 
'during  the  night,  upon  the  bare  plapks  below 
-—the  males  on  the  mam-deck'^th^  females  upon 
the  deck  of  the  aft  cabin,  In  the  daytime  they 
were  not  allowed  to  remain  in  the  place  whefc 
'  they  had  slept,  but  were  kept  mostly  ujton  the 
open  deck,  where  they  were  n{adc  to  exercise, 
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itod  esicoiiraged,  by  tile  mi^sicof  ibeir  lovecLban* 
jar,  to  dancing  &9d  ch$erfia:hies8. 

We  saw  tbem  dasoe>  aiid  heard  tfaem  sing« 
In  dancing  they  scarcely  sdoved  their  feet,  but 
tbiew  about  their  annfi>  and  twisted  and  writhed 
their  bodies  into  a  multitude  g£  disgusting  and 
indeoeot  attitudes.  Their  song  was  a  wild  yell, 
deirotd  of  all  softnos  and  bannony>  and  loudly 
chanted  in  haidi  monotony. 

Their  food  is  xdiiefly  rice,  which  they  prer 
pare  by  plain  boiling*  At  .the.  time  of  messing 
they  sqoat  round. the  bowl  in  large  bodies,  upon 
ib/ek  heels  and  haunches,  like  monkies,  each 
putting  hi3  paws  inrto  the  platter  to  claw  out  the 
rice  with  hb  fiiigers.  We  saw  several  <^  them 
enployed  in  beating  the  red  husks  off  the  rice, 
which  was  done  by  pounding  the  grain  in  wo6den 
mortars,  witli  wooden  pestles,  sufficiently  long 
to  allow  tbem  to  stand  upright  while  beating  in 
mortar^  placed  at  their  feet^  This  appeared  to 
be  a  labour  of  cheerfulness.  They  b|iat  the 
,pestle  in  tune  to  •  the  song,  and  seemed  happy ; 
yet  nothing  of  industry  marked  their  toil,  for  the 
.pounding  was  performed  by,  indolently,  mining 
tim  pestl^  imd  then  leaving  it  to  fall  by  its 
own  weight. 

I  am  most  happy  to  condude  my  report  of 

this  visit  by  informing  yoo  that  we  discovered 

no  marks  of  those  horrors  and  cruelties,  said  to  be 

practised  on  board  the  ships  occupied  iii  this  sad 
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tr^c  of  human  flesh;  and  which  are  represent- 
ed as  so  frightfully  augmenting  the  manifold  ills 
of  slavery.     Chains,  stripes,  and  severities  di4 
not  seem  to  have  been  in  the  catalogue  of  means 
employed  on  conveying  these  poor  Africans  to 
their  American  masters.    Our  minds,  necessa- 
rily,  suffered  in  contemplating  the  degrading 
practices  of  civilized  beings  towards  the  less 
cultivated  brethren  of  their  species:   but  tha 
eye  was  not  shocked  by  the  abuses  of  tyranny 
and  inhumanity.    The  comfort  and  health  of 
the  slaves  were  promoted   with   every    cara  , 
Being   fond  of  washing  in  cold  water,   they 
were  encouraged  to  the  fre^  use  of  it ;  and  their 
persons,  as  well  as  the  ship,  were  kept  remarkably 
clean.    They  were  plentifully  fed ;  and,  ip  the 
daytime,  were  dispersed  about  the  vessel,  so  as 
to  be  prevented,  as  much  as  possible,  from  as* 
sembling  together,  in  close  unwholesome  crowds. 
Mirth  and  gaiety  were  promoted  among  them  : 
tliey  were  roused  to  bodily  exercise,  and  care 
was  used  to  divert  their  minds  from  dMrelling 
upon  their  change  of  state,  and  loss  of  home: 
and  I  may  truly  say,  that  a  more  general  air  of 
contentment  reigned  among  them,  than  could 
have  been  expected.    While  many  were  dancing 
and  singing,  and  playing  together,  others  were 
giving  their  assistance  in  working  the  ship ;  and 
we  learned  that  several  of  them  had   madQ* 
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themselves  highly  useful  on  the  passage,  and 
were  stlrkddy  becoming  expert  sailors. 

They  all  seemed  to  regard  the  master  of 
the  vessel  more  in  affection  than  fear ;  and,  *«l« 
though  strictly  obedient,  they  did  nota^>petr 
to  be  at  all  under  the  influence  of  terror.  Crowd-» 
ed  they,  necessarily,  must  be,  particularly  in  the 
pkce  where  they  slept;  but  every  attention  wmm 
paid  to  prevent  the  injury  which  might  derive 
from  it ;  and  to  keep  them  in  health. 

We^/irest  down  below  to  see  their  place  of 
repose,  where  the  hard  planks  formed  one  com* 
mon  bed,  each  individual  eiaploying  his  arm  «a 
hb  pillow.    .The  men  could  iK)t  stand  between 
decks^  without  stooping;  and  wb^il  they  1^ 
down,^  the  boards  were  so  closfely  covered,  that 
that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  set  a;  foot  bet^ifetfii 
their  naked  l>odies. .    They  were  always  taken 
upon  deck  early  in  the  morning,  and  the  sleep- 
ing bdrth  was  thoroughly,  cleaned  and  washed^ 
still  it  was  highly  offensive  to  European  ol« 
factories ; :  and .  plaijnly  indicated,  that  if  it  were 
not  for  the  gr6at  attention  paid  to  cleaNQliness  and 
ventitolion,:  disease  must  inevitably  be  gene* 
.rated.    Their  nakedness  is,  perhaps,  their  best 
•eeurity;  for  although  they  had  neither  bed* 
clothe%  3MHr  personal  coverings  nor  any  kind  of 
baggagla^  cr  fumituie  in  the  place,  we  perceived 
thai  all  the  cleaning  and  airing  which  weve  em- 
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ployed  could  not  subdue  the  stanch  caused  by 
their  sleeping  togetiier  in  fodi  crowded  heaps.   • 

Although  they  are  fond  of  washing,  and 
tetm  to  fuive  a  sense  of  personal  cleanliness^ 
tbay  luve  none  of  cleaaliness  of  place,  nor  of 
oommon  decency:  ^for,  notwithstanding  tht 
•tirictest  prohibition  a^gainst  it,  they  cannot  al«^ 
Wi^s  be  prevented  from  the  filthy  habit  of  de* 
positing  their  natural  excretions  upon  the  9\^ 
where  they  sleep. 

The  wool  c^  their  heads  forms  a  thick  <;oTer 
ftrrermin,  of  which  diey  have,  commonly,  a 
fwarming  abundance ;  therefore  to  jn^event  thia, 
fwl  to  further  tiie  rules  of  cleanliness,  all  their 
fiea<b  fabd  been  sbaved :  but  diis,  we  wece  told, 
fiad  deprived  tt^em  of  a  great  source  of  occupa- 
<k»  and  amusement;  it  being  a  singular  plea- 
sure to  them  to  sit  down  in  pairs,  for  hours  to- 
other, to  enjoy  the  social  feast  of  picking  each 
other's  heads,  and  afterwards  twisting  and  plait- 
ing the  wool  into  a  variety  of  forms. 

.  The  pleasure  we  had  experienced  :IVom  find- 
ing these  poor  blacks  in  a  state  of  apparent  con- 
*   tenUiiMt,  ftnd,  with  nespect  to  Ae  reported  cm- 
^elty,  enjoying  a  degree  of  coinparative  comfoi% 
was  succeeded  by  ipelmga  of  horror,:  on  hearitt|g 
.  the  i^elation  of  an  insurrection  whieh  had  taken 
place,  «i  board  t^e  ^hip,  previous  to  ^ir  «^l- 
tng-frtjm  the  cwst  of  Afirica.     Many  of  &e 


M^roes  being  detained  Ol  board  for  n  eowi^ 

derable  time  while  the  cmgo  was  completiB^, 

91^  lyings  during  this  period,  within  sight  of 

ibeir  native  shore,  from  whidi,  and,  perhap^^ 

irom^eir  wives  and  fknMlie$,  they  {vere  about 

to  be  torn  for  ever,  had  grown  indignant  even 

lodespeTtftion,  and  rising  upon  the  ship's  odm** 

^y,  murdered  the  master  and  ttate,  who  theia 

bdonged  to  the  vessel,  and  wounded  several  of 

Ifee  men :  nor  was  it  until  after  a  very  severe 

and  bloody  contest  that  they  were  overcome ; 

when  t^  ringleaders  were  put  to  death,  as  an 

example  to  deter  others  from  revolting.    One  of 

Jlbe  sMlors  showed  ns  three  desperate  wounds 

which  he  had  received  on  the  face,  the  br^t, 

«nd  t^e  arm,  from  the  stroke  of  an  axe,  with 

which  one  of  the  blacks  had,  just  before,  struck 

<^  the  captain's  head. 

The'next  day,  afteronr visit  to  the  Amencan 
slave*8bip,  an  opportunity  offered  of  seeing  oiie 
of  our  6\m  nation-<^-«  Liverpool  Guinea-man ;  a 
^p  of  much  greater  burden,  fitted  out  eotpressly 
lor  the  trade,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  bonds^ 
^vA  of  g»ns  on  board  to  pn^tcjCjC  her  s^^ettbe 
enemy ^s  ^privateers;  and  calculated  for  a  cargo 
of  five  hundred  slaves. 

We  Were  taught  to  believe  that  we  should 

find  the  negroes  milch  better  accommodaited  m 

<  this,  tbtoi  in  the  American  njhip ;  bnt  we  could 
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not  observe  any  giieat  superiority.  Although 
the  vessel  was  larger,  the  number  of  slaves  was 
more  than  proportionally  greater.  In  other  re- 
spects the  accommodations  were  nearly  ec(uaL 
The  Liverpool  ship  was  kept  remarkably  clean; 
but  the  other  was  not  less  so;  and^  between  the 
decks,  the  American  vessel  was  the  most  comr 
modiousi  being  higher,  and  having  more  room 
in  proportion  to  the  cargo,  from  which  theslaVM 
had  the  advantage  of  being  less  close  and-coa- 
fined  during  the  night. 

In  the  sleeping-place  of  the*  English  vessel 
we  could  not  stand  up  without  stooping  almost 
double:  in  each,  the  men  and  women  were  kept 
separate;  in  both,  their  food  was. rice;  and  in 
both  they  slept  naked  upon  the  bare  planki^ 
crowded, together  like  sheep  in  a  fold« 

The  most  striking  difference  that  occurred 
to  oiir  observation  was,  that  the  slaves  of  the 
Liverpool  ship  were  of  blacker  and  smoother 
skin  than  the  otherp,  and  all  of  them  free  from 
that  dirty  eruption^  the  cra*cra ;  but  upon  our 
noticiug  this  better  appearance  of  one  cargo  thtti 
the  other,  the  a|>parent  superiority  was  instantly 
explained  to  us, .  by  the  remark  that  the  Li« 
verppol  vessel  had  readied  her  destined  port, 
and  that  ber  c^go  had  been  ma^le  up  for  mar- 
ket, by  having  Jtheir  skins  dressed  over  three  or 
four  tinies  with  a  compound  of   gunpowdert 
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fime-juice»  and  oil — a  preparation  which  not  only 
destroys  the  cra-cra,  and  gives  the  skin  a  smooth, 
black,  and  polished  appearance,  but  likewise  ren« 
ders  it  sleek  and  fine :  and  it  was  further  ob- 
served, that  the  American  cargo  would  be  made 
to  look  as  well,  before  they  reached  the  pO];t 
where  they  were  to  be  exposed  for  sale. 
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Carlisle  Bay,  Feb^ 

rBOH  the  details  I  gave  you  of  our  tedious 
voyage,  you  will  learn,  with  surprise,  that  wc 
still  continue  to  live  on  board  ship.  But  to 
this  we  have  many  inducements.  It  is  much 
cooler  in  the  harbour,  than  it  is  in  Bridge-^ 
town  J  we  are  far  less  annoyed  with  musqui- 
toes;  and,  from  our  belonging  to  the  St.  Do- 
mingo staff,  and  being  in  daily  expectation  of 
receivipg  orders  to  proceed  to  that  island,  we 
are,  at  all  moments,  ready  to  move,  without  the 
risk  of  leaving  our  baggage  behind ;  nwreover, 
by  living  On  board,  whilst  we  are  detained  to 
windward,  our  sea-habits  are  continued,  and 
perhaps  we  may  thereby  avoid  the  tormenting 
sickness  of  a  second  voyage. 

We  have  a  regular  mess  established^  Every 
morning  we  go  or  send  to  market  for  provisions} 
and  our  domestic  arrangements  are  better  re- 
gulated, and  in  more  of  comfort  than  if  we  were 
on  shore.  Occasionally  we  dine,  and  spend  the 
whole,  or  part  of  a  day  at  Bridge-town,  but  wc 
never  fail  to  return  on  board  to  sleep. 

We  find  that  the  accommodations  of  a 
West  India  tavern,  are  by  no  means  despicable : 


•  ^         Vsn&i  xtii.  lit 

and  yoQ  know'ibat  I  am  enough  a  trayeHd^^ 
rather  to  court  the  varieties  we  meet,  thati  tt> 
regard  item  as  hardships,  because  they  ai^e  not, 
in  every  partictilat,  the  6ame  a»  we  ate  ^cctf^ 
tomed  |M»  in  EngUnd.   '  '      ' 

But  yotfr'bave^  desir'^d  to  be  told  of  thesb 
varieties  as  tiiey  occur,  aud  I  have  ^  early  6p- 
portunfty  of  trying  yoUr  patience.    Our  first 
dinner  on  shore  Was  at  a  tavern  iniBridge-toWn, 
kept  by  a  mulktto  iir'omah,  Mary  Bella  Green. 
PlMty  prevailed.    The  crowded  table  smoked 
with  fish,  a  piece  of  boiled  beef  apepper-f^ot,  ia 
turk^^  some  roasted  veal,   and  a  quarter  df 
mutton,  with  several  different  kinds  of  puddings^ 
and  quite  an  assortment  of  vegetables,  of  eight 
Or  ntive  different  species~European  and  tropical. 
Our  liquors  were  most  excellent  bottled  portel-, 
-good  Madeim,  tolerable  claret,  and  very  fine 
Noyeau.    In  the  dessert  we  were  sadly  disap- 
pointed, for,  instead  of  the  fine  tropical  fniits 
wbi{^  we  had  expected,  three  or  four  of  tlte 
'Very  conimon   and    inferior  species    were  set 
Wore  us,   unripe,    and    bad  in  quality;   viz. 
goavas,  bananas,  and  sour-sops,  with  some  folig;h, 
and  bitter  shaddocks;    to  air  of  which,   the 
-  cMimonest  apples,  or  gooseberries  of  Europe 
'would  have  been  preferable.     But  Barbadoes  is 
ftot  an  island^  abounding  in  the  finer  fttrits  iif 
the  climate,  henfee  we  do  not  judge  of  the' deli- 
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ciout  pnxiuctioM  of  tbe  West  Iitdies  by  tfais.iU^ 
chosen  sample. 

Our  party,  for  whom  we. had  ordlered.idm- 
Vi^T,  consisted  of  nine  persons^  but  upon  coming 
to  table,  we  found  covers  for  fifteeni  aodkam* 
ed  that,  instead  of  givii^g  us  a  private  dinner,. 
at  we  had  directed,  they  had  put  us  into  a  Uirge 
public  room^  and  served  a  kind  of  takle  d'kcie. 
Not  being  prepared  for  this  arrangement,  \v« 
remonstrated  against  it,  and,  with  some  diffi- 
.  culty,  prevailed  in  having  the  extra-<x)veii8  re* 
moved;  but  we  soon  perceived  that  we  had 
gained  little  by  thus  ii^terrupting  the  custo^aof 
the  house:  for  they,  directly,  spread  another 
table  in  the  same  room,  and,  setting  dowA  the 
six  strangers  close  by  us,  divided  the  dinner, 
between  the  two  parties. 

In  making  out  their  bill  for  paym^t,  they 
do  not  detail  the  separate  articles  of  th^  dinner, 
the  number  of  bottles  of  wine,  the  diflfeteot 
plates  of  fruit,  &c.  as  in  England,  but  pvt 
down  the  whole  sum,^  under  the  three  geuf^ 
items  of  difwer,  xvine^  ^nA  fruUi  &i^4»  at  a|iy 
house  you  are  accustomed  to  lise,  if  you..caU» 
occasionally,  in  a  morning  to  rc^t,  oj\  to  .taike 
shelter  from  the  sun,  or  rain,  they  give  you  ^ 
glass  of  lemonade,  or  of  coco-nvt  water,  .with 
4  '<  wfif  welcome j'  and  copsid^  themselves  re* 
warded,  by  the  payment  you  m^ke  when  you 
take  dinner  at  the  house.    Nor  is  the  demand 
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for  this  at  all  extravagant,  except,  in  so  far  as 
iBgards  the  bad  fruit.  We  paid  a  dollar  each  for 
dinner;  th/e  satne  for  the  wine;  and  half  a 
dollar  for  the  dessert 

.  They  make  the  wine  and  '^porter  plea^ 
santly  cool,  by  putting  the  bottles  in  wet  qjioth' 
bags,  and  placing  them  in  the  open  windows, 
for  some  time  before  dinner;  taking  care  to 
sprinkle  them,  occasionally,  with  water,  as  they 
stand  exposed  to  the  breeze.  A  rapid  evapo«* 
ration  is  thus  produced,  and,  consequently^ 
fkr  more  heat  carried  off,  than  by  merely  setting 
die  bottles  in  cold  water.  The  porter  is  so 
highly  improved  by  the  climate,  and  rendered 
10  grateful,  .by  this  method  of  cooling,  as  to  be 
superior  to  any  that  is  drank  in  England. 

The  attendants  of  the  table  are  very  nu- 
merous, black  and  yellow,  male  and  female; 
peihaps  too  numerous  to  serve  you  well;  for 
they  are  badly  regulated,  and  the  duty  of  one 
being  that  of  all,  it  is  not  regarded  as  the 
particular  duty  of  either,  and,  consequently,  is 
apt  to  be  left  unheeded.  Each,  being  idle  and 
inactive^  waits  for  another  to  step  before  him, 
when  any  thing  is  called  for;  and,  although  yoa 
have  a  crowd  of  servants  present,  it  is  difficult 
to  obtain  what  you  Want 

The  females  are,  mostly,  of  erect  figure, 
and  stately  carriage,  but  they  move  in  all  the 
languor  of  the  climate.    They  appear  without 

VOJU  I.  < 
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sboes  and  stockings,  in  a  short  white  jacketi  aQit 
a  thin  short  petticoat  Thej  wear  a  white  tur- 
ban on  the  head;  but  the  neck  and  shouldeni 
are  left  bare.  Silence  is  not  es&eeofied  a  necda* 
sary  qualification  among  them,  for  thay  often 
join  with  great  fr^om,  and  a  aad  drawling^ 
accent,,  in  the  conyersation  of  the  table*  This 
will  appear  to  you  but  little  consistent  widitthe^ 
reserve  aiKl  abject  fbrbeamnee  of  slavery ;  but  it 
is^  the  consequence  of  the  puUic  siUiation  ia 
which  th^e  women  are  placed,  and  the  familia- 
rity that  is  commonly  used  towards  them  by 
strangers ;  to  any,  oi  all  of  whom  they  ans  the* 
very  obliging,  and  mo8t  obe£ent  humble  servants* 

On  first  making  inquiry^  respekrtiBg  tbc^ 
accommodations  of  the  house,  we  were  sur-^ 
prised  to  learn  dieir  extent,  ssad  the  facility  with 
which  diey  are  attainable*  A  bed  may  be  had 
for  half  a  dollar  per  night,  or  three  dollars  per 
week ;  and,  for  an  additional  sum  well  under- 
stood, the  choice  of  an  attendant  to  draw  tjie 
ourtains. 

The  hostess  of  the  tavern  is,  usually,  e^ 
black,  or  mulatto  womant  who  has  been  the 
fevored  enamorata  of  some  backra  *  man ;  from 
whom  she  hasi  obtained  her  freedom,  and  per-* 
haps  two  or  three  slaves  to  assist  her  in  carrying 
oni  die  business,  of  the  house ;  where  she  now 

*  Thi negro tcrmtutd Jgr mhite* 
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indulges  in  the  good  things  of  life^  grows  fal^ 
and  feels  herself  of  importance  in  society.  To 
those  whoj  in  compliance  with  the  Highgate 
privilege^  se^  her  services  in  preference  ta 
those  of  the  persons  employed  by  her^  she  is 
supposed  not  to  be  impolite* 

It  is  tO;her  advantage  that  the  female  as<« 
sistants  in  her  &mily  should  be  as  handsom<( 
as  she  can  procure  them.  Being  slaves^  the 
only  recompense  of  their  services,  is  the  food 
tiiey  eat,  the  hard  bed  they  sleep  on,  and  the 
ftw  loose  clothes  which  are  hung  upon  them. 
One  privilege  indeed^  ig  allowed  them^  whichy 
you  will  be  blocked  to  know>  is  that  of  tenderly 
disposing  of  their  persons.  This  offers  the  only 
hope  Ihey  have  of  procuring  a  saum  of  money^ 
wherewith  to  purchase  their  freedom :  it  is  so 
csornmon  a  resource  among  them,  that  neither 
•hame  nor  disgrace  attaches  to  it;  bul^  on  the 
eoBttary,  she  who  is  most  sought,  becomes  an 
lobjttt  of  envy,  stnd  is  proud  of  the  distinction 
shown  her. 

One  of  our  attendants  at.  table,  appeared, 
Jboth  from  her  convca'satioii  and  bdbtaviour,  to 
be  very  superior  to  her  degraded  station*  She 
had  a<rthing  of  beauty,  nor  even  prettiness  of 
fitce,  but  she  was  of  good  figure^  and  qf  re« 
spectable  and  interesting  demeanor^  and,  iu  point 
of  intdlect,  far  above  her  edleagues^  Together 
with  gentleness  of  manner,  and  an  easy,  pleasant 
x8 
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address,  she  possesses  a  degree  of  imderstanding' 
atfd  ability  which  claims  respect  In  principle, 
and  in  sentiment,  she  appeared  virtuous;  and, 
from  the  frankness  of  her  replies,  it  was  evident 
that  she  knew  no  sense  of  wrong  in  her  conduct 
We  could  not  but  lament  that  the  imperious 
habits  of  the  country  did  not  allow  of  her  being 
a  more  respectable  member  of  society. 

This  woman  is  the  great  support  of  the 
house-^the  bar-maid,  and  leading  manager  of 
the  family.  Her  mistress  had  refused  to  take 
a  hundred  guineas  for  her ;  which,  she  assured 
us,  had  been  offered  by  a  gentleman  who  would 
have  purchased  her.  She  has  a  very  lively  in* 
teresting  little  daughter,  a  Mestee  about  four 
years  old.  Of  this  child  she  spake  with  great 
tenderness,  and  seemed  to  bear  it  all  the  fond 
attachment  of  an  afiectionate  parent.  Yet,  as 
the  infant  Was  bora  in  slavery,  should  th^ 
mother,  by  any  means,  obtain  her  own  freedom^ 
she  cannot  claim  her  child ;  but  ihust  leave  it^ 
still  the  disposable  property  of  her  mistress^ 
equally  liable  to  be  sold  as  any  other  piece  of 
furniture  in  the  house:  for,  in  Barbadoes,  the 
offspring  of  a  woman  in  slavery  becomes  the  ab* 
solute  pro{^rty  of  the  owner  to  whom  the 
mother  belongs,  whether  it  be  black,  yellow,  or 
white;  as  the  law  knows  no  period  when  the 
child  of  a  slave  shall  be  bora  free,  howevtf 
removed  from  the  African :  nor  can  the  mother, 
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tinder  any  circumstances  of  subsequent  libera- 
tion, claim  her  infant  from  its  owner,  even 
though  it  should  be  of  fairer  skin  than  the 
fairest  European.  Thus  are  th^  natural  ties  of 
our  species  torn  asunder;  and  the  dearest  at- 
tachments, ^and  purest  affections  of  the  heart 
cruelly  broken  down !  Babes  are  separated  from 
their  parents,  and  mothers  robbed  of  their 
children,  by  this  unnatural  appropriation  of 
human  substance ! 

The  manners,  and  the  circumstances  at-* 
tending  the  situation  of  this  mulatto  were 
strongly  interesting.  Her  whole  deportment 
bespake  a  degree  of  refinement,  with  a  superi- 
ority of  [understanding;  and  indicated  talents 
capable  of  high  improvement.  Probably,  if 
fortune  had  so  placed  her  in  life,  as  to  have 
offered  her  the  acquirements  of  a  chaste  and 
cultivated  education,  tliis  woman,  notwith- 
standing the  colour  of  her  skin/  would  have 
made  a  faithful  and  virtuous  wife ;  been  an  orna- 
ment to  her  friends  and  society ;  and  a  blessing 
to  the  man  who  should  have  made  her  the  part- 
ner of  his  hours. 

The  taverns  are  commonly  known  by  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  keep  them.  The 
most  frequented,  at  Bridge-town,  are  those  of 
Nancy  Clarke,  and  Mary  Bella  Green;  the 
former  a  black — the  latter  a  mulatto  woman. 
Mrs.  Ckrke,  or  Mrs.  Green  would  scarcely  be 

13 
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known  t  A  party  is  said  to  dine  at  Mary  Bella 
Green's,  or  at  Nancy  Clarke's;  or/moreconcisely, 
at  Marif  Bella's  or-  at  Nancyh.  The  title  Mrs. 
seems  to  be  reserved,  solely,  for  the  ladies  from 
Europe,  and  the  white  Creoles,  and  to  form  a 
distinction  between  them  and  the  women  of 
colour  of  all  descriptions;  none  of  whom,  of 
,  whatever  shade  or  degree,  are  dignified  with 
this  appellation. 

In  the  evening,  after  taking  our  first  dinner 
*  on  shore.  Dr.  Cleghornand  myself  made  a  walk 
to  visit  the  hospitals  and  barrack^  at  St  Anne's 
Hill;  on  our  way  back  to  Bridge-town,  we 
were  accosted  by  two  negro  girls  of  respectable 
appearance,  sitting  upon  the  step  of  a  gentle- 
man's gateway,  by  the  road  side. 

Being  just  arrived  in  a  land  of  slavery,  and 
feeling  desirous  to  converse  with  the  Africans, 
and  their  descendants,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whethjBr  any  deficiency  of  intellect,  or  infe- 
riority of  natural  capacity  was  observable 
among  them.  We  gladly  passed  a  few  minutes, 
in  conversation  with  these  decent-looking  young 
slaves.  They  were  the  property  of  the  gentle- 
man, at  who§e  gate  they  were  sitting ;  and  were 
employed  as  house  servants,  or  as  they  are  here 
tt^rmed^  ^^  house-wemhes^^''  in  his  family, 

Trifliug  as  it  is,  I  give  you  the  con  versa- 
tion  as  it  passed,  divesting  it  only  of  the  brokc^ 

f  Domestics  qf  iU  iitchen^  not  ikves  ^  tht  ^Id^ 
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•coeiit^  with  which  our  language  is. spoken  .fay 
then^^oes.  It  will  werve  to  show  you  that  the 
leplies  were  not  inapposite :  and  perhaps  not 
inferior  to  what  might  hav6  been  expected^ 
from  the  common  order  of  people  in  Europe.. 
One  of  the  girls  was  about  sixteen^  the  other^  \ 

eighteen  spears  of  age.  They  conversed  ^vith 
ease  and  affability,  but  were  very  respectful  and 
unassuming;  and  their  whole  conduct  might 
have  done  credit  to  European  servants,  not  of 
die  lowest  class. 

On  our  asking  to  whom  they  belonged^- 
they  replied,  "  We  belong  to  Col.  B.'s  lady.**. 
Is  this  Col.  B.*s  house?  "  Yes ;  but  the  CoL  is 
not  at  home*— he  is  gone  to  England."  How 
does  it  happen  that  you  are  sitting  here,  instead 
of  being  in  the  house  at  work  ?  "  Our  work,  for 
to-day,  is  finished,  and  we  came  to  the  gate  to 
see  the  strangers,  as  they  pass  by."  What 
strangers?  "  The  strangers,  who  are  come  with 
the  army,  from  Old  England."  Do  you  like  to 
meet  strangers  ?  "  Oh !  yes,  yes !"  And  to  talk 
with  the;n?  ^'  Yes,  if  they  talk  with  us."  Are 
the  people,  here,  kind  to  strangers?  ^*Oh,  yes! 
it  is  always  our  custom ;  every  body  should  be 
more  kind  to  strangers  than  to  their  owi^ 
people."  Why  so  ? — should  we  not  be  kipd  to 
every  body  ?  "  Yes !  we  should  be  kind  to  every  * 
body,  but  we  should  be  more  kind  to  strangers, 
bispause  th^y  come  far  from  their  own  hom$, 

?4 
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and  their  friends;  and  because  we  may  some 
time  travel  ourselves^  and  want  kindness  from 
others.**  Have  you  ever  been  far  from  your 
home?  "  No!  but,  perhaps,  we  may  some  day.'' 
How  far  have  you  ever  travelled  from  your 
master's  house  ?  ♦*  Never  more  than  fiv§  miles.* 
Did  you  ride  or  walk?  They  both  smiled,  and 
hung  down  their  heads.  No  reply  could  have 
been  more  expressive,  or  better  understood  ! 
^^  Ride !  a  slave  ride !  you  are  strangers  here 
indeed !  No !  we  walked,  bore  our  burden  on 
our  backs,  and  journeyed  on  our  naked  feet  T 
We  bade  them  good  night,  and  walked  oit^ 
pleased  with  the  rencontre. 
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LETTER  XVIIL 

Carlisle  Bay,  Fdi» 

The  office  of  caterer  for  the  mess  having  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  your  friend,  I  way  tell  you  that  I 
sometimes  go  to  Bridge-town,  to  buy  living 
meat  for  dinner.  You  will,  perhaps,  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  that,  here,  animals  are  brought 
alive  into  the  market,  to  be  killed  after  the  dif* 
ferent  joints  are  sold :  and,  that  it  often  happens, 
that  the  meat  is  slaughtered,  consigned  to  the 
pot  or  spit,  brought  to  table,  and  eaten,  with-- 
put  growing  cold ! 

The  filthy  custom  of  blowing  the  meat,  is 
carried  to  greater  excess  at  Barbadoes,  than  in 
England,  As  soon  as  the  calf  is  dead,  a  small 
opening  is  cut  near  to  the  hock,  and  the  whole 
•urface  is  inflated  like  a  full-blown  bladder. 
The  skin  is  then  taken  off,  and  the  meat  dis« 
tributed  to  the  purchasers  for  immediate  use. 

Leaving  our  comrades.  Weir,  and  Master, 
on  board,  Cleghom  and  myself  frequently  make 
excursions  on  shore,  and  stroll  about  the  town 
and  the  fields,  by  way  of  exercise,  and  of  gra* 
tifying  a  strong  curiosity  to  see  and  know  all 
that  appertains  to  the  change  we  have  made.  Iq. 
$t)$^  nmh\}B^^  we  often  surprise  the  W^t  Iih 
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dians^  by^  what  tbey  term,  the  dangerous  ex* 
tent  of  our  walks;  and  they  assure  us  that,  a 
few  months  hence,  we  shall  be  little  inclined 
to  use.  such  violMt  exercise.  A  walk  of  five  or 
six  miles  appears  to  them  tremendous :  but  we 
suffer  no  inconvenience  from  it,  and,  with* 
out  being,  yet,  well  able  to  judge,  we  fanojr 
that  much  of  the  languor  and  inactivity  of  the 
Creoles  and  creolised,  might  be  prevented,  and 
stronger  health  enjoyed,  if  they  were  to  accustom 
themselves,  more  freely,  to  habits  of  activity. 
Against  our  theory  they  urge  experience,  rer 
marking  that  all  Europeans,  however  fond  of 
using  m^ch  exercise,  on  their  first  arrival,  griu 
dually  lapse  into  die  same  indolent  indulg^ioe 
as  the  natives. 

After  one  of  these  excursions  we  returned 
to  Bridge-town,  by  way  of  Pilgrim,  the  resi^ 
dence  of  the  governor;  a  pleasant  home,  situ^ 
4ited  upon  an  elevated  spot,  about  a  mile  from 
Ab  town*  Near  this  place  our  attention  was 
arrested  by  a  party  of  slaves,  or,  accordtng  to 
the  language  of  the  island,  a  gmg  of  fiegnoa, 
who  ^ek^  employed  in  making  a  road  to  the 
governor's  house.  It  was  the  first  large  body 
of  slaves  w^  had  met  with,  toiling  at  their  r^;ii* 
lar  empiloymeiit,  immediately  under  the  lash  isf 
the  whi|>;  and  we  could  not  but  r^nark  that  tb? 
manner  :of  executing  the  task  afforded  a  striking 
^^ample  Df  the  cfieot  of  cltnu^  w4  of  3l4-r 


uriTEft  Kviir.  «  1S9 

-very.  Natlitng  of  diitgenbe,  or  indostiy  ap- 
ipeared  among  them ;  and  but  little  of  bodily 
labour  was^xpended.  They  seemed  afanost  too 
idle  to  raise  the  hammer,  which  they  let  fall  by 
its  own  weight,  repeating  the  blow  several 
times,  upon  the  same  stone,  until  it  was  broken 
to  pieces.  A  mulatto  overseer  attended  them^ 
holding  a  whip  at  their  backs;  but  he  had 
every  appearance  of  being  as  much  a  stranger 
to  industry,  as  the  negroes;  who  proceeded 
very  indolently,  without  seeming  to  be  at  all 
'^prefaensive  of  the  driver  or  his  whip,  except 
when  he  made  it  fall  across  them  in  stripes. 

In  proportion  to  the  work  done  by  Englislv 
labourers,  and  the  price,  usually,  paid  for  it^ 
the  labour  of  these  slaves  could  not  be  calcu* 
lated  at  so  much  as  twopence  per  day ;  for  al- 
most any  two  men  in  England  would  do  as  much . 
work  in  a  given  time,  as  was  performed  by  a 
dozen  of  tl^se'wretched,  mei^r-looking  bk^. 

In  our  perambulations,  we  often  witness 
jgross  and  disgusting  scenes  among  the  slave»; 
Lately  we  saw  a  naked' washing  party^  wliose 
skins  exhibited  very  indecently  the  crowded 
scars  of  repeated  punishment.  Women  are 
sometimes  seen  milking  th^nselves,  as  they 
walk  along  the  streets,  and  both  sexes  are  ob- 
served lying  about  in  pairs,  picl^ing  the  vprmiu 
from  each  others  heads. 

yojif  wi|l  be  morp  shopl^ed^  per]iapS|  i^aa^ 
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surprised  that  such-like  indecencies  should  be 
practised  among  the  slaves ;  but  you  will  join 
in  my  regret  that  they  should  happen  before 
the  eyes  of  European  wives^  and  spinsters ;  and 
wiJl  lament  the  sad  effect  which  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  such  offensive  exhibitions  must, . 
necessarily,  have  in  destroying  that  modesty 
and  delicacy  of  sentiment,  which  render  so 
truly  lovely,  while  they  so  much  embellish  the 
female  mind. 

Of  this  baneful  effect,  I  am  sorry  to  have 

it  in  my  power  to  mention  a  striking    ex* 

ample,    which  lately  occurred  to  my  notice. 

Being  in  company  with  a  large  party  of  £uro« 

peans,  and  white  Creoles,  friends  and  strangers^ 

.male  and  female,  husbands,  wives,  widows,  and 

maidens,  it  happened  at  the  time  when  the  party 

was  assembled,  during  the  short  interval  before 

dinner,  that  a  sweet  little  babe,  only  a  few 

months  old,  was  brought  into  the  room,  by  its 

black  nurse,  to  be  presented  to  the  company ; 

wlien  the  woman,  who,  with  the  exception  of 

pne  short  petticoat,  was  in  perfect  nudity,  was 

desired,  before  all  present,  to  suckle  the  child ; 

and  at  the  same  time  the  mother  and  grandmo* 

ther,  two  most  respectable  ladies,  in  order  to 

divert  the  infant,  amused  themselves[by  slapping, 

pressing!  shaking  about,   and  playing  with  the 

flaccid  breasts  of  the  slave,  with  very  indelicate 

fvjailiarity,  an4  witjiout  sniping  to  be  at  aU 


lEITER  XVm«  121 

sensible,  that  it  was^  in  any  degree  indecent  or 
improper  \ 

One  day,  in  passing  along  the  street,  wfe 
chanced  to  see  a  fight  between  two  women  of 
colour,  one  a  negro,  the  other  a  mulatto.  The 
crowd,  about  them,  was  very  great,  and  £un> 
pean  curiosity  induced  us  to  wait  the  result ; 
but  we  have  no  desire  to  witness  such  another 
contest  You  can  have  no  conception  of  the 
ferocious  means  which  were  used  by  these  women 
to  injure  each  other.  Not  only  biting,  pinch- 
ing, slapping,  and  scratching  were  employed; 
but  with  the  more  horrid  brutality  of  the  Ame** 
rican  gouchers,  and  in  thcf  most  deliberate  man- 
ner, did  each  of  these  females  thrust  her  thumb 
or  fingers  into  tlie  nose,  mouth,  or  eyes,  of  the 
other,  striving,  in  all  the  bitterness  and  cnielty 
of  savage  nature,  to  tear  to  pieces^  to  blindj  or 
to  maim  her  opponent. 
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LETTER  XIX. 

Barbadoeti  Fdiw 

It  is  Sunday,  and,  separated  by  the  wide  At* 
lantic,  I  take  ep  my  pen  to  hallow  the  sabbatb 
to  my  friend.  Mentally  I  am  every  day  in  your 
society:  but  on  the  sabbath  I  breathe  a  stilt 
wanner  aspiration  to  dear  England,  and  sanctify 
the  wish  that  we  were^  personally,  nearer.  Were 
you  here  to  participate,  with  me,  thd  novel 
scenes  which  occur  to  my  observation,  they 
would  have  a  double  interest,  and  I  should  find 
a  charm  in  many  things  which  now  convey  only 
a  Janguid  impression. 

This  is  a  day  of  festivity  among  the  slaves. 
They  are  passionately  fond  of  dancing;  and 
Sunday  offering  them  an  interval  from  toil,  is,  ■ 
generally,  devoted  to  their  favorite  amusement. 
Instead  of  remaining  at  rest,  they  undergo 
more  fatigue,  or  at  least  more  personal  exertion, 
during  their  gala  hours  of  Saturday  night  and 
Sunday,  than  is  demanded  from  them,  in  labour, 
during  any  four  days  of  the  week. 

They  assemble,  in  crowds,  upon  the  open 
green,  or  in  any  square  or  comer  of  the  town, 
and,  forming  a  ring  in  the  centre  of  the  throng, 
dance  to  the  sound  of  their  beloved  music,  and 

4 


tiie  singing  of  their  favorite  African  ydL  Both 
music  and  dance  are  of  a  savage  nature.  Their 
songs  are  very  simple,  but  harsh  and  devoid  of 
melody. 

The  instrumental  parts  of  the  band  consist 

of  a  species  of  drum,  a  kind  of  rajttle,  and  tha 

ever-delighting  banjar.     The   first  is  a  long 

hollow  piece  of  wood,  with  a  dried  sheep-skin 

tied  over  the  end ;  the  second  is  a  calabash  con* 

taining  a  number  of  siball  stones,  fixed  to  a 

short  stick  which  serves  as  the  handle;  and  the 

third  is  a  coarse  and  rough  kind  of  guitar^ 

While  one  negro  strikes  the  hanjar,   anothes 

shakes  the  rattle  with  great  force  of  arm ;  a  third 

sitting  across  the  body  of  the  drum,  as  it  lies 

lengthwise  upon  the  ground,  beats  and  kick% 

the  aheep-skin  at  the  end,  in  violent  exertion 

with  his  hands  and  heels  ;  and  a  fourth  sitting 

Dpon  the  ground  at  the  other  end,  behind  ikt 

fnm  upon  the  drum,  beats  upon  the  wooden 

«de$  of  it  with  two  sticks.    Together  with 

tiiese  noisy  soimd^  numbers  of  the  party  of  both 

lexes  bawl  forth  their  dear  delighting  song  with 

all  possible  force  of  lungs :  from  the  tout  en* 

wnbk  of  the  scene,  a  spectator  would  require 

only  a  slight  aid  from  fancy  to  transport  him  to 

thesavi^  wilds  of  Africa;    On  great  occasions 

the  band  is  increased  by  an  additional  number  of 

ibruBEia,.  rattles,  and  voices. 

The  dance  consists  of  stampings  of  the  feel; 
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twistingsof  the  body,  and  a  number  of  stranget^ 
indecent  attitudes*  It  is  a  severe  bodily  exer-* 
tjon — ^more  bodily  indeed  than  you  can  well 
imagine,  fot  the  limbs  have  little  to  do  in  it* 
The  head  is  held  erect,  or,  occasionally,  inclined 
a  little  forward ;  the  hands  nearly  meet  before ; 
the  elbows  are  fixed,  pointing  from  the  sides  j 
and,  the  lower  extremities  being  held  rigid,  the 
whole  person  Is  moved  without  lifting  the  feet 
from  the  ground.  Making  the  head  and  limbs 
fixed  points,  they  writhe  and  turn  the  body 
upon  its  own  axis,  slowly  advancing  towards 
each  other,  or  retreating  to  the  outer  parts  of  the 
ring.  Their  approaches,  with  the  figure  of  the 
dance,  and  the  attitudes  and  inflexions  in  which 
they  are  made,  are  highly  indecent :  but  of  this 
they  seem  to  be  wholly  unconscious,  for  the 
gravity,  I  might  say  the  solemnity  of  counte- 
nance, under  which  all  this  passes,  is  peculiarly 
striking,  indeed  almost  ridiculous.  Not  a  smile, 
not  a  significant  glance,  nor  an  immodest  look 
escapes  from  either  sex :  but  they  meet,  in  very 
indecent  attitudes,  under  the  most  settled,  and 
unmeaning  gravity  of  countenance.  Occasion*^ 
ally  they  change  the  figure  by  stamping  upon 
the  feet,  or  making  a  more  general  movement  of 
the  person,  but  these  are  only  temporary  varia* 
tions;  the  twisttngs  and  turnings  of  the  body 
seeming  to  constitute  the  supreme  excellence  of 
the  dance.  3 
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For  tbe  most  part  only  two  enter  the  ring 
tit  a  time,  but,  occasionally,  as  many  as  three  or 
ibur;  each  making  a  small  contribution  to  the 
band  at  the  time  of  stepping  into  the .  circle. 
They  dance,  violently,  together  until  one  is  tired^ 
and  when  this  escapes  from  the  circle  another 
assumes  the  place,  thus  continuing  to  follow^ 
one  by  one,  insuccession,  so  as  frequently  ta 
keep  up  ^he  danoe^  without  any  interval^  foe 
several  hours. 

The  musicians  and  dancers  equally  delight 
in  the  amusement.  '  They  exert  th^anselves  un-' 
til  their  skins  pour  off  copious  streams.  Tbe> 
band  seem  quite  insensible  to  fatigue^ ;  for  ia 
proportion  as  the  fluid  distils  from  their  pores> 
they  increase  their  effiorts,  raising  t^eir  voices, 
and  beating  the  drum  and  the  rattle,  with  adf 
ditional  violence ;  and.  anch  of  the  spectators 
whose  olfactories  have  no  relish  for  African 
odours,  arev  sadly  annoyed  by  the  high^essenced 
exhalation  which  spreads  dtself  around. 

As  I  was  looking  on,  at  one  of  these  dances, 
I  <>bserv€d  a  ^oldier*s  wife,  fttm  the  north  of 
Tweed,  gazing  with  curiosity  and  astonishment, 
amidst  the  throng;  and  seeing  her  features 
marked  with  surprise  and  di»atisfaction,  I  asked 
her  what  she  thought  of  the.  African  dance*. 
**  Ootf'  said  she,  **  'tis  an  unco  may  d  spen^ng  the 
mtimth  mght"  And  on.  my  asking  her.  if 
diere  were  any  as  pretty  women  in  the  Highlands 

VOL.  I.  K 
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of  Scottand,  she,  instently,  replbd,  ^'Whetkt^ 
9r  fiot'^tbey  smell  better. "" 

Presently  a  soldier,  pasiiBg  that  way,  and 
observing  the  dance,  asked  a.  mulatto  who.  WM 
standing  by,  for  a  cud  of  tobacoo,  and  twisting 
it  between  his  lower  Upandhia.teeth,  forced  hia 
path,  thnKigh  die  crowd,  intQ)thb.middle  of  tba 
nng;  and  there  placing  hioMel^  between  tha 
negro  and  the  girl  who  werei.danoing,  set  tha 
nymph  in  African  step  and  figuas.  Wowski 
was  responsive,  and  they,  danoed,  cordially^ 
together;  bat  socm  finished  by  fbotbg  it;,  m 
quick  step,  froBiithe  ring,  happily  enfolded  In 
each  others'  aims,  tx>  the  great  disappdintmenl 
of  poor  Sandio;  wHo,  no  doubt,  thought  to 
regain  hia  partner  as  soon  aa  the  soldiet  had 
grown  tired  in  the  dance.        . 

Near  this  merry  grcMi..I  fvituMsed  a,  std> 
fncas  between  a  negro  .man  and  woman^;  in  con^ 
sequence  of  gaming;  which  iaa  very  prevajlitigt 
passion  am^ng  the  blaeks. 

Havmg  led  you  to  tlie  kMid  soug,  and 
sprightly  dance  of  the  slaves,  let  me  now  oon^ 
<fect  you  to  their  bed  of  death*  Seeing  a  arowd 
in.  one  of  the  street  and  observing  a  kind,  of: 
procession,  we  jomed  the  multitude^  and  soon 
fimnd  ourselves  in  the  train  of  a  negro  funerali 
Wishing  to  be.present  at  the  ceremony  of  inter* 
ment,  we  proceeded  to  the  burial-ground^  with, 
the  tbrongi    The  corpse  was  oonvcyed  in  a  neat 
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•malt  hearse,  drawn  by  one  horse.  Six  boys, 
twelve  men,  and  forty-eight  women  walked 
behind,  m  pairs,  as  followers,  but  I  cannot  say 
at  deeply  afflicted  mourners.  The  females  were 
neatly  clad,  for  the  occasion,  being  mostly  in 
white.  Grief  and  lamentations  were  not  among 
them:  nor  was  even  the  semblance  thereof 
assumed.  No  solemn  dirge  was  heard :  no  deep- 
SDunding^  bell  was  tolled:  no  fearful  silence 
held.  It  seemed  a  period  of  mirth  and  joy ! 
Instead  of  weeping  and  bewailing,  the  attend- 
ants jumped  and  sported,  as  they  passed  along, 
and  talked  and  laughed,  with  each  ot|ier,  in 
high'  festivity.  The -procession  was  closed  by 
five  rdbuM  negro  fishermen,  who  came  be- 
hind playing  antic  gambols,  and  dancing  all 
the  way  to  the  grave. 

At  the  gate  of  tlie  burying-ground  the 
corpse  was  taken  from  the  hearse,  and  borne 
by  eight  negroes,  not  upon  their  shoulders,  but 
upon  four  clean  white  napkins  placed  under  the 
coffin.  The  body  was  committed  to  tHe  grave, 
idimediately^  on  reaching  it,  without  either 
prayer  or  ceremony;  and  the  coffin,  directly, 
covered  with  earth.  In  doing  this,  much  decent 
attention  was  preserved.  The  mould  was  not 
shovelled  in  roughly  with  the  spade,  almost  dis- 
turbing the  dead,  with  the  rattling  of  stones 
and  bones  upon  the  coffin,  but  was  first  put  into 
a  basket,  and  then  carefully  emptied  into  the 
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grave ;  an  observance  which  might  be  ado^tc^ 
m  England  very  much  to  the  comfort  of  the 
afflicted  friends  of  the  deceaseds 

During  this  process  an  old  negro  w6man 
chanted  an  African  air,  the  multitude  j6ining  in 
chorus.  It  was  not  in  the  strain  of  &  solen^n 
requiem,  but  was  loud  and  lively,  in  unitott 
with  the  other  gaieties  of  the  occasioli. 

Many  were  laughing  and  sporting  all  the 
time  with  the  fishermen,  who  danced  .^bdi 
gambolled  upon  the  neighbouring  graves  du^ 
ring  the  ceremony.  From  the  moment  the  cof- 
fin w;as  committed  to  the  earthy  nothing  oi 
order  was  maintained  by  the  party :  but  the  at- 
teinlants  dispersed  in  various  directions,  retiring,* 
or  remaining,  during  the  filling  up  of  the  gravey 
as  inclination  seemed  to  lead. 

When  the  whole  of  the  earth  wa*  replaced, 
several  of  the  women,  who  had  stayed  to  chant, 
in  merry  song,  over  poor  Jenny's  remains,  took 
up  each  a  handful  of  the  mould,  and  threw  it 
down  upon  the  grave  of  their  departed  friend^ 
as  the  finishing  of  (he  ceremony,  crying  aloud/ 
"  God  bless  you,  Jermy  !  good-by  !  remember  me 
to  all  friends  i  other  side  of  the  sea,  Jenny  !  Tell 
^em  me  come  soon  J  Good-by,  Jenny ^  good-by  !  See 

for  send  me  good to-night,  Jefmf  !  Goodrby^ 

good  nighty  Jenny,  good-byT    All  this  was  ut- 
tered  in  mirth  aud  laughter,  and  accompanied . 
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y^lth  attitudes  and  gesticulations  expressive  of 
jany  thing  but  sorrow  or  sadnesa. 

From  the  ^raye-digger  we  learaed  4feat 
poor  Jenny  had  been  a  >yasherwoman^  and  that 
the  females  who  had,  jso  merrily,  sounded  her 
requiem,  had  been  her  sud  associates.  They 
had  full  faith  in  Jenn^'^s  transmigration  to  meet 
her  friends,  at  hejr  plac^  of  nativity :  and  their 
persuasion  that  death  was  only  a  reinoval  from 
their  present  to  theif  former  home;  a  mere 
change  from  a  state  of  slavery  to  a  state  of 
freedom;  did  not  barely  alleviate,  but  wholly 
prevented  the  natu^  grief  and  affliction  arising 
ffom  the  loss  of  a  friend.  They  confidently  ex- 
pected to  bear  from  poor  Jenny,  or  to  know  her 
pfluence  in  the  way  they  piost  desired,  before 
morning. 

The  faith  of  these  poor  ignorant  slaves,  re- 
garding a  happy  transmigration,  after  death, 
*  might  seem  calculated  to  lead  them  to  the  crime 
pf  suicide ;  and,  this  effect  of  their  superstition 
is  said  not  to  have  been  unfrequent  among  them. 
A  talp  is  told  of  a  singular  remedy  having  been 
practised  against  this  fatal  proceeding  of  the 
negroes.  Several  individMals  of  a  gang  having 
hanged  themselves  in  order  to  escape  from  a 
cruel  master ;  apd  others  being  about  to  avoid 
Jiis  severities  by  similar  means,  he  prevented 
^hem,  by  the  happy  expedient  of  threatening  tQ 
Jiang  himself,  also,  and  to  transmigrate,  ^ith 
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tliem,  carrying  the  whip  in  his  hand,  into  their 
own  country ;  where  he  would  punish  diem  ten 
^times  more  severely  than  he  had  hitherto  done* 
The  stratagem  is  said  to  have  succeeded.  Find- 
ing they  could  not,  thus,  escape  from  the 
t}'rannic  lash,  tliey  resolved,  rather  than  receive 
4i$graceful  stripes,  among  their  African  friends, 
to  continue  their  existence  under  aU  the  hard* 
^ips  of  filaverv. 
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Bftrbiidoett  fbli. 

Havivo  fatigued  ym,  ia  my  late  lettera,  with 
tedious  notes^  co&cieming  the  daves  and  their 
customs,  I  feel  happy  to  have  it  in  my  powter  to 
introduce  you  to  the  society  of  their  masters. 
Through  the  friendly  medium  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Hinder  a  loerchant  of  great  respectability  in 
firidge*town,  we  have  been  made  ^nowii  to 
several  gentleitoi  who  reside  in  the  countiy^ 
and  are  of  importance  in  the  island :  and  wbo^ 
with  the  most  liberal  and  Ariendly  hospitality^ 
offer  U8  the  means  of  seeing  the  whole  of  Bu* 
badoes^  and  of  witnessing  the  customs  and 
manners  of  its  inhabitants.  It  were  unneces<» 
saiy  to  remark  that  this  will  be  a  great  source 
of  gratification,  and  will  lead  ^.  us  to  rejoice 
in  the  event,  while  we  lament  the  cause  of  our 
(klay. 

We  have  made  a  ride  about  four  miles  into 
the  country,  to  dine  with  one  of  our  profession^ 
brethren,  Dr.  Hinde^  a  man  of  high  acqtiire^ 
ments,  and  sound  knowledge.  He  was  educated 
in  England,  and  remained  many  years,  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  studies,  at  Cambridge.  Until 
lately  be  ^mpk^ed  himself  in  the  practice  of 
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medicine,  at  Bridge-town ;  but  he  has  now  re* 
tiredy  in  great  part,  from  the  fatigues  of  me* 
dical  occupation,  to  engage  in  the  more  genial, 
and  more  lucrative  employment  of  a  planter. 
To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  this  is  a  severe 
lo^s ;  and  they,  justly,  lament  the  absence  of  a 
man  not  less  endeared  to  theni  by  his  urbanity 
and  private  worth,  thaii  by  his  eminent  profts^ 
sional  talents. 

We  enjoyed  exceedingly  the  ride  to  the 
doctor's  estate;  which  is  situated  upon  much 
higher  ground  than  the  immediate  environs  of 
Bridge-town;  the  country  rising  towards  ^tbe 
interior  of  the^  island,  in  elevated  ranges  of  dis- 
tinct  table-lwd.  At  one  spot  we  ascended  by  a* 
¥ery  ste^p  road,  and,  having  reached  the  summit 
of  the  acclivity,  found  ourselves  again  upon  aa 
extensive  plain.  Soon  afterwards  we  came  to 
another  rocky  precipice,  and  having  mounted 
this,  by  a  path  of  ditificiilt  ascent,  we  arrived 
upon  another,  and  still  higher  range  of  tables 
land.  From  the  points  of  these  sudden  eleva- 
tions we  commanded  extensive  and  pleasing 
views  of  the  country  below,  of  Bridge-town, 
oif  the  sea,  opd  of  the  shipping  in  Carlisle  Bay, 

The  land  is  cultivated  in  open  fields^ ; 
hedges,  walls,  and  all  the  usual  fences  seem  to 
be  unknown;  nor  does  the  eye  discover  any  dis- 
tinct separation  of  the  different  estates ;  but  it 
ranges,  uninterrupted,  over  a  wide^extended  sur- 
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fauce,  richly  spread  with  the  various  produttiQiui 
of  a  tropical  soil,  and  pleasantly  in terpersed  with 
the  mansions  of  the  whites^  and  the  huts  of  the 
blacks.  Cotton,  pigeon  pease,  and  Guinea  corn, 
constitute  the  chief  produce  of  tljis  part  of  the 
ifiland.  Some  fields  of  aloes,  and  of  plantamsi 
ivere  also  seen :  but  a  degree  of  nakedness  was 
perceptible  from  the  want  of  wood,  of  which, . 
there  is  not  a  sufficiency  to  give  a.  general  richf- 
ness  to  the  landscape,  although  about  the  great 
Backra-houses  there  are  several  fine  groves  of 
the  coco-nut  and  the  majestic  mountain-cabbage 
trees.  \  ^  r 

We  arrived  about  two  o'clock,  having  made 
our  ride  in  the  strongest  heat  of  the  day ;  but 
from  the  purity  and  freshness  of  the  air,  and 
from  the  country  being  more  elevated,  as  we  ad- 
vanced, we  felt  no  degree  of  lan^or  or  oppres- 
sion,  from  a  full  exposure  to  the  sun.    At  the  i 
doctor's  house,  in  consequence  of  the  situation 
and  construction  of  the  building,  we  felt  it  cooler. 
than  either  in  Bridge-town,   or  Carlisle  B^y. 
The  party  at  dinner  consisted,  of  eight  l^wlies^/ 
and. fourteen  gentlemen;  tlie ' attendants  w»ere.. 
also  numerous,  yet,  notwithstanding  the  number 
of  persons  in  the  room,  and  the  many  smoking 
dishes  on  the  table,  the  steady  perflation  of  th A, 
l^reezekept  us  sufficiently  cooL 

The  day  passed  most  pleasantly ;  all  was^ 
barpony  aiid    good   cheer.     The  hospjtaljtv 
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which  supplied  the  feast,  enriched  its  flavour; 
aud  th^  entertamtnent  was  highly  graced  by  the 
tirbanity  and  attentive  politeness  of  the  doctor 
and  his  lady.  On  our  way  back  to  Bridge- 
town,  in  the  evening,  we  perceived  the  air  to 
he  more  close  and  oppressive,  and  the  heat 
greater  as  we  descended  from  each  plain  of 
table-land ;  so  that  the  difference  we  felt  betwten 
breathing  in  the  town,  and  in  the  cool  breezeof 
the  country  was  very"  striking,  and  led  us  to  fe- 
licitate the  doctor  on  having  so  advantageously 
exchanged  physic  for  sugar,  and  the  confined 
streets  of  the  town  for  the  open  hills  of  the 
country. 

It  was  the  season  of  the  cane  harvest,  and 
Dr.  Hinde,  kindly  seeking  our  gratification, 
had  contrived  that  the  works  should  be  going, 
ih  order  that  we  might  witness  the  method  by 
which  the  juice  is  separated  from  the  plants,  and 
afterwards  prepared  into  sugar.  We  also  vi* 
sited  the  distilling  house,  and  inspected  the  ap- 
paratus for  making  the  rum ;  hence,  we  had,  tliii 
day,  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  progres- 
sive steps  from  the  cutting  of  the  canes,  to  the 
converting  of  their  fluid  parts  into  sugar  and 
rum.  At  some  more  leisure  moment,  perhaps,  I 
may  note  for  you  the  whole  of  the  process. 

We  made  our  excursion  in  single-horse 
fhaises,  lik^  thoise,  with  leather  tops,  used  in 
JEngland  j  from  which  they  only  differ  by  having 
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the  leather,  at  the  sides  and  the  back,  made  to  . 
roll  up,  and  let  down  at  pleiasure,  for  the  two* 
fold  purpose  of  admitting  the  air,  and  excluding 
the  rain.    We  were  attended  by  skives  as  run* 
ning  footmen,  whose  duty  it  was  to  travel  as 
fast  as  we  did,  and  to  be  in  readiness  to  hold  the 
bridles,  or   stand  at  the  horses'  beads,  at  any 
spot  where  we  might  chance  to  alight,  or  to 
pause.     They  were  equal  in  number  to  our 
hordes,  but  as  we  were  unaccustomed  both  to 
running  footmen,  and  to  slaves,  we  had  strong 
feelings  of  compunction  respecting  these  pe- 
destrian pages ;  and  from  seeing  them  run,  and 
pant,  exposed  to  the  mid-day  heat  of  a  tropical 
sun,  merely  for  our  convenience,  it  became  so 
painfully  annoying  to  us,  that  we  lost  all  sense 
of  comfort  and  enjoyment:  Dr.  Cleghom  and  my- 
self, tlierefore^  stopped  to  desire  that  they  would 
get  up,  alternately,  and  ride  behind  our  chaise. 
Two  of  them,  only,  accepted  the  offer ;  all  the 
others  continued  to  walk  or  run  throughout  the 
journey. 

Upon  our  mentioning  to  the  gentlemen 
of  tlie  island  our  uneasiness  respecting  these 
saIHe  attendants,  they  smiled  at  our  European 
ttJidernesij  and  assured,  us,  that,  so  far  from  it 
being  a  fatigue  or  hardship  to  them,  they  always 
hailed  such  an  excursion  as  a  holiday,  and  pre-' 
ferred  it  to  remaining  quietly  at  home.  We  cottl4 
not,  for  aq  instant,  disputfs  thp  infom)ation;  but 


140  NOTES  ON  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

from  belijsWng  that  this  violent  exercise,  under 
the  excessive  heat,  iimst  have  been  fatal  to 
ourselves,  and  not  being  such  experienced  West 
Indians  as  to  know  how  very  differently  it  affectr 
ad  the  negroes,  we  could  not  regard  them  with* 
put  strong  feelings  of  discomfort. 

At  one  spot,  in  the  course  of  our  ride,  W0 
had  our  attention  arrested  by  observing  a  party 
of  four,  almost  naked,  females  working  in  a  cane 
field.    Curiosity^  would  n#t  allow  us  to  pass  on 
without  devoting  to  them  a  moment  of  parti- 
cular regard.    We,  therefore,  went  a  little  off* 
the  road  Jo  approach  them  nearer;  when  wc 
found  that  they  were  labouring  with  the  hoe,  tp 
dig,  or  cut  up  the  ground,  preparatory  to  th^ 
planting  of  sugar ;  and  that  a  stout  robust*look- 
ing  man,  apparently  white,  was  following  them, 
holding  a  whip  at  their  backs.     Observing  that 
he  was  the  only  one  of  the  party  who  was  idle, 
we  inquired  why  he  did  not  partake  of  the  task^ 
and  were  told,  in  reply,  that  it  M^as  not  his  busir 
ness^ — that  he  had  only  to  keep  the  wpmen  a^ 
work,  and  tp  make  them  feel  the  weight  of  the 
.whip  if  they  grew  idle,  or  relaxed  from  their 
labour. 

Impulsive  uatuYp  wap  roused  at  |:hb  iiir 
formation,  and  we  felt  shocked  and  indigAan^  at 
seeing  a  ipan,  apparently  strong  enough  todo  a^ 
much  work  as  tl)e  whole  of  the  four,  employed 
\u  the  ^ole  QCCup^tioQ  of  brandishing  tl^e  ^h^fi 
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6V*t  tl^se  poof  degraded  females.  Reverting  to 
the  protection  deilianded  from  us,  by  the  tendcfi^ 
MX,  we  fbrgot  for  a  moment,  all  the  circum^ 
stances  of  the  country  we  were  in,  and;  indulg-^ 
ing  in  a  train  of  £tirot>ean  sentiments,  could 
not  rrfrain  frotn  rebuking  the  man !  ReAciction 
whispered  '*  he  k  but  on  duty ;"  itill  I  con- 
fess that  I  must  remain  long  ju  a  land  of  slavery, 
before  I  can  witness  such  a  scenfe,  without  feel- 
ing a  strong  desire  to  take  the  whip  from  the 
fellow's  hand,  iand  lay  the  lash  across  his  shoul- 
ders, until  he  shall  relieve  the  wofnett,  by,  at 
least,  partaking  of  their  toil. 

Notwithstanding  the  alarm  of  our  Barba* 
does  acquaintance,  Dr.  Cleghorn  and  myself 
continue  our  walks^  by  rambling  about  the 
fields,  and  the  paths^  in  the  environs  of  Bridge- 
town,  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning :  nor  do 
We  feel  more  fatigue  than  we  might  experience 
Irom  the  same  degree  of  exercise  in  Europe. 
We  walked  lately  from  six  till  nine  oViock,  and 
if  you  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting  our 
stately  mulatto  attendant^  at  Mary  Bella  Green's, 
you  would  learn  that  we  exhibited  no  marks  of 
a  diminished  appetite  at  breakfast-time^ 

Near  the  sea  we  were  protected  from  the 
great  force  of  the  sun  by  the  shade  of  trees, 
whose  leaves  and  trunk  very  much  resembled 
the  common  pear^^tree  of  England;  but  whose 
fruit  was,  in  form,  a  correct  likeness  of  tba 
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apple.  We  knew  not  that  it  was  forbiddettf 
but  bad  enough  of  caution  to  avoid  tasting  it. 
However  I  gathered  a  small  branchi  bearing 
fruit  and,  leaves,  and  put  it  into  my  nocket  as  a 
$pecimeii|  from  which  we  might  ascertain  what 
tree  it  was.  Soon  afterwards  we  met  a  negroi 
and  upon  our  showing  it  to  him,  and  askif^  its 
name,  be,  instantly,  exclsuraed  with  alarm, 
*'  Ahy  Mas$a^  dot  pmon — dat  no  goodjor  nkyaam 
— dat  daamm  manchineelf  Massa.''  Finding  that 
I  had  fostered  a  serpent,  I  directly  threw  away 
every  leaf,  and  every  apple;  but  I  discovered^ 
that,  like  other  iitsidious  foes,  manchineel  had 
quickly  difinsed  its  poison,  and  I  afterwards 
sinarted  for  my  curiosity.  Either  my  handker- 
chief, or  my  gloves  had  imbibed  the  offensive 
particles,  and  from  having  incautiously  used 
t;^m,  my  lips  apd  face  burnt  for  manyhours- 
after,  with  all  the  scorchings  of  cantharjdisticaf 
acrimony ;  also  from  their  having  readied  the 
tongue  and  fauces  I  was  thrown  into  a  copious 
salivation,  and  my  mouth  and  throat  were  much 
swoln,  and  throbbed  with  fiery  heat  throughout 
the  morning. 

Near  the  sea  we  saw  likewise  some  other 
trees,  bearing  a  fruit  very  like  grapes ;  but  ex- 
periet)ce  of  the  manchineel  made  us  cautious  in 
g^hering  further  specimens  of  tropical  produce 
tion.  Some  negroes,  whom  we  met,  informed 
us  that  they  were  called  sea-grapes,  and  were^ 


n^TDit;  upon  which  we  v^ntufed  to  gadier 
a  f^w  of  them,  and  found  that  th^  were  of 
pleasant  flavour.  In  the  course  of  the  same  walk 
Vfe  met  with  a  fine  avenue  of  coco*nut  trees, 
bordered  with  the  aloe  and  the  plantain*  This 
was  not  to  be  resisted  We  could  not  fon^ 
the  pleasure  of  exploring  the  extent  of  this-  de- 
lightful shades  therefore  proceeded  to  its  ut-* 
most  depth ;  when  we  found  that  it  led  to  a  gexk^ 
tlranan's  houscy  from  which,  as  we  approached^ 
the  lord  of  the  mansion  came  out,  to  bid  us  we)*^ 
come,  and  to  tender  us  the  courtesies  of  kospi^ 
tality.  We  accepted  the  very  grateful  refresh** 
maxt  of  a  fine  shaddock,  pulled  fresh  fitom^the 
tree;  and  the  gentleman,  kindlj,  conduirted  u« 
to  the  plantaiurground,  the  negro-yard,  and  dif^ 
ferent  parts  of  the  house  and  Estate. 

We  had,  b^oie,  se^i  many  n^^  huts, 
some  shaded  by  the  sea<*grape,  sosie.sbelteied 
by  the  broad  and  balmy  leaf  of  the  plantain/ 
some  protected  by  the  umbrageous  coco*>tiut^ 
and  some  standing  amidst  the  open  fields,  ex^ 
posed  to  the  full  ardor  of  the  sun:  but  all  these 
were  of  a  mean  order,  straggling,  and  dispersed^ 
1^  bearing  no  kind  of  resemblance  to  the  coli 
lective  abode,  constructed  for  the  slaves  otitdf 
estate^ 

.  It  is  common  at  the  plantations  to  idiot'  % 
small  piece  of  ground,  at  a  short  distance,  from 
the  house,  to  the  use  of  tfab  negroes.    This  is 
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called  the  negroyard.  Here  the  slaves  are  af^ 
lowed  to  build*  themselves  small  huts  to  live  in, 
but  they  are,  commonly,  of  very  coarse  construe*^ 
tioUy  and' are  da>k,  close^  and  smoky.  At  th6 
estate  I  now  speak  of,  a  circular  piece  of  ground 
was  appropriated  as  the  negro-yard,  but  instead 
Of  the  slaves  being  left  to  construct  their  own 
habitations,  sixteen  very  neat  and  uniform  cabins 
were  erected  of  wood,  and  well  roofed  with 
shingles  *.  Placed  in  eight  divisions  they  form  a 
hollow  octagon,  a  free  opening  being  left  for  thd 
breez<i  at  one  end  of  each  liut.  In  the  centre  of 
the  octagon,  is  built  a  common  kitchen,  whictt 
serves  for  all  the  sixteen  families.  The  huts  are 
neaty  and  the  whole  premises  wear  an  air  of 
order^  and  of  cleanliness,  not  common  to  the 
abode  of  slaves.    ' 

We  contemplated  this  spot  with  much  sa- 
tisfactioBi  and  were  gratified  in  observing  the 
high  degree  of  attention,  which  was  here  giveir 
to  the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  the  ne-* 
groes ;  who  had  little  cause  to  lament  their  re* 
jnoval  from  the  wild  woods  of  an  opposite  shore; 
and  could  scarcely  desire  to  change  their  present 
lot  for  the  high-rated  freedom  of  European 
paupers. 

This  happy  negro-yard  forms,  as  it  were,  a* 
complete  vitiagb  of  sixteen  families,  all  of  whom 

•  Woodsa  tOes* 
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may  assemble,  each  evening,  after  th6  labour  of 
the  day,  to  join  in  the  merry  dance,  or.  to  smoke 
and  sing  tbgedier,  free  from  every  care.    They 
have  no  thought  how  to  provide  for  their  in- 
fants, or  their  aged  parents;  nor  have  they. to 
seek  either  food,  habitation,  or  appareL'  To  each 
family  is  allotted  a  separate,. and  to  all  a  common 
home  ;^  the  necessary  .£bpd  and  clothing  are  is« 
sued  to  than ;  and  theyJcnow  none  of  the  anxious 
vexations  or  difficulties  of  the  world*   No  fearful 
concern,  nor  harassing  ingumbrance  can  arise 
to  them  on  account  of  their  offspring,  who,  like 
themselves,  are  furnished  with  all  tliat  is  need* 
ful;  and  .those  who  have  most  childten  find 
themselves  most  valued  and  esteemed.    In  sick« 
neas,  medical  attendance  is  provided  for  them^ 
and  whatever  is. required  is  administered  with- 
out any  .trouble  on, their  own  behal£    Thiit 
are  they  guarded,  at  every  avenue,  against  the 
approach  of  ,w^t  and  solicitude.  Six,  days  labour 
is  demanded  from  them  in  the  week;  but  the 
sabbath  is  given  them  as  a  day  of  rest  and  relax^* 
ation ;  and,  from  the  total  absence  of  care,  it  is 
usually  spent  in  unbounded  mirth  and  festivity. 
In  the  course  of  our  walks  we  have  met 
with    a  washing   party,    and    as  you.  desire 
to  know  all  that  occurs,  whether  of  much  or 
little  importance,  I  may  tell  you  that,  in  this 
operation    of    cleaning,    our    linen  is  beaten 
and  rubbed^  and  scrubbed  to  pieces  in  a  most 
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QBiDerciflil  manner,  tnd,  after  idi^  without  bdn^ 
atiule,  even,  tolerably  oleaa. 

.  The  following  is  tke  process  eoYployed:  the 
Knien  is  first  pnt  into  a  tub,  and  mbbed  dirough 
some  water,  then  it  is  taken  ottt  and  sprinkled 
witii  sand,  previous  to  being  pk^essed  and  bealcii 
widi  u  piece  of  wood,  upon  a  coaiM  large  stones 
ky  die  side  of  die  rirer;  after  whieh^it  k  rubbed 
eat  in  the  open  stfcam.  Ntet  it  is  sj^rinkied 
widi  the'  fine  whiti  smad  6£  the  sbose^  and 
qnead  by  the  sea  to  whiten^  thee  itreceivesan^ 
ether  dipping  in  ^ter ;  and,  finally,  is  riesed 
out  in  the  wide  chaimdL  of  the  riven  Froei 
llie  TOQ^  treaitmcnt  it  undorgoes^  it  «eld6Bi 
cornea  honie  witfaoitt  b^ing  torn  inte  imnoos 
M&te  and  holes.  The  demand  made  for  thisnde 
fliaaningis  abit  §m  each  pieoe,  witkont  any ve* 
|;ard  to  fib  stib,  or  tfaeiaboidr  required.  A  dozen 
•hirti  are  washed  for  tm^ot  bU9,  or,  aocordhig 
to  durooia,  for  twelve  sixipeneea^  and  for  tt^ 
washing  of  a  dozen  pocket^Mtodkerdhiefii  we^ay 
titiMune 
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Barbadoes^  Feb. 

Wfhave  made  another  very  delightful  excut'* 
sion^  and  find  this  little  island  more  interesting 
and  picturesque  than  my  pen  can  tdl  you.  Be* 
lag  invited  to  form  a  party  to  the  plantatioii 
of  Col.  Williams^  and  to  go  early,  in  order 
that  we  might  extend  chit  ride  to  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  spots  of  the  island^  before  din- 
ner, Drs.  Cleghom,  and  Master^  and  myself 
rose  vtk  time  to  leave  the  ship  at  5  o'clock.  0« 
tfriTijigat  Bridge-town  we  found  slaves,  horsesi 
and  all  the  recpiisitea  of  the  expedition,  proyid64 
ky  the  friendly  attention  of  Mr.  B.  Huide,  uib^ 
der  whose  guidance  we  placed  ourselves  fiojt  the 
joum^. 

We  went  to  the  house  of  his  brotiier  befoce 
break&st,  where  the  table  was  spoead,  and 
the  ck>ctor  waiting  to  receive  us,  prepared  to 
join  the  party ;  as  was  also  Mr.  Abel  Hinde,  an- 
other of  his  brothers.  After  amply  aatisfyinc 
Qur  morning  appetites,  we  proceeded  towards 
Col.  Winiams'j,  which  is  some  miles  further* 
The  sun  had  become  more  powerful  than  we  had 
iete  it  on  our  way  from  Bridgetown  to  the  doo* 
tor's ;  but  we  gradually  ascended  to  higher  land, 
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and  coming  into  a  mountainous  part  of  the  coun^ 
try,  the  breeze  was  sufficiently  strong  to  prevent 
all  sense  of  languor  or  oppression. 

A  little  before  we  reached  the  abode  of  Col. 
Williams,  we  passed  through  a  field  where  a 
large  gang  of  negroes  was  employed  m  cutting 
canes.  This  proved  a  seasonable  refreshment  to 
us,  for  we  had  grown  thirsty,  and  were  glad  to 
adopt  the  Barbadoes  custom  of  giving  our  whips 
to  the  slaves,  and  taking  sugar-canes  to  ride 
with ;  bucking  one  end  to  quench  our  thirst, 
while  we  beat  oe  our  horses  with  the  other.  - 

Thus  equipped,  we  presently  arrived  at  the 
dwelling  of  the  owner  of  the  canes.  He  greeted 
us  very  cordially,  invited  us  ta  alight,  and,  per* 
ceiving  that  some  of  us  were  strangers,  conduct- 
ed us  to  the  buildings,  to  show  us  the  process 
of  making  the  sugar.  While  looking  at  the 
works,  we  were  joined  by  Col.  Williams,  who 
had  come  thus  far  to  meet  us.  Our  party  being 
now  complete,  we  proceeded  to  a  most  romantic 
and  beautiful  part  of  tlie  island,  called.  Scotland. 

Near  Bridge-town  we  observed  that  the 
soil  was  of  rich  black  earth,  but  not  of  great 
depth,  being  in  many  places  only  thinly  spread 
upon  calcareous  rocks,  which  are  formed  mostly 
of  madripores.  Further  in  the  country  the 
earth  is  of  a  reddish  colour,  and  evidently  argil* 
laceous.  This  is  broken,  by  cultivation,,  into  fine 
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mould ;  and  the  soil  is  deeper,  though  less  rich, 
than  that  near  to  the  town. 

In  some  divisions  of  the  part  of  the  coun» 
try  called  Scotland  the  land  is  white;  and  pieces 
of  earth  have,  here,  been  found  so  hardened  as  to 
bear  the  knife  or  chisel :  it  has  been*  possible 
also  to  mark,  or  write  with  them,  as  with  chalk; 
and  hence  one  spot  has  been  denominated  Chalk- 
estate  :  but  the  name  is  founded  in  error,  for  the 
soil  is  not  calcareous ;  it  is  argillaceous,  and  being 
hardened  by  the  evaporation  of  its  aqueous  parts, 
the  earth  is  rendered  white  by  exposure  to  the 
weather.  The  district  of  Scotland  comprehends 
the  whole  of  the  parish  of  St.Andrew,  and  part  of 
two  other  parishes ;  the  tutelar  saint  contribut- 
ing in  larger  proportion  than  both  the  others. 

This  part  of  the  island  is  uncommonly  pic- 
turesque, and  comprehends  a  very  grand  and 
interestiqg  variety  of  scenery.  With  the  stu- 
pendous irregularity  and  dark  shades  of  the 
Alps,  and  the  romantic  wildness  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Wales,  it  combines  the  gentle  but  lively 
variety  of  the  soft  and  flowing  surface  of  Eng- 
land :  and  in  addition  to  these,  it  offers  exten- 
sive view«  of  the  encircling  ocean,  the  shipping 
both  at  sea  and  in  the  harbour,  and  all  the  luxu- 
riance of  the  fine  tropical  vegetation. 

The  particular  spot  from  whence  this  part 
of  the  island  appears  to  have  derived  its  name, 
is  raised  in  rugged  cliffs,  and  broken  unculti- 
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vated  summits,  forming  a  rude  contrast  to  the 
high  fertility  of  the  vallies,  and  the  bottoms 
of  the  hilb.  Mountains,  yet  more  Jofty  than 
these  barren  clifis,  tower  around,  clothed  with 
rich  verdure;  and  the  great  variety  of  the 
scene  is  further  increased  by  the  umbrageous 
foliage  and  diversified  tints  of  TurnerVhall 
^ood ;  the  most  extensive,  and  the  most  ancient 
in  the  islai^. 

After  being  long  exposed  to  the  scorching 
sun,  in  conl^ratiplating  the  many  beauties  of  this 
delightful  neighbourhood,  we  passed  over  rough 
and  rugged  roads,  along  crooked  narrow  paths. 
Up  steep  acclivities,  and  down  rapid  descents, 
into  the  deep  gloom  of  the  forest;  where  the 
change  of  scene  was  no  less  striking,  than  the 
coc^e^s  of  the  temperature  was  refreshing  and 
grateful.  Literally  might  these  be  called  sweet 
shades^  for  they  not  only  offered  the  protec* 
tion  we  required,  but  contributed  likewise 
oranges  and  lemons  to  quench  our  thirst,  and 
further  regaled  us  with  the  fragrance  of  odo«* 
riferous  shrubs  and  plants.  We,  who  were 
strangers,  dwelt  on  every  scene  with  rapture; 
and  our  kind  friends,  to  whom  the  whole  was 
^miliar,  expressed  new  delight  in  administering^ 
so  amply,  to  our  gratification. 

The  cool  shelter  of  the  forest  was  derived 
from  the  mountain-cabbage,  from  large  cedars, 
and  from  others  of  the  oldest  and  fioeit  trees  of 


iim  iaIaniL  Amidst  these  shades  we  descended 
tm  a  Barrow  guUy^  between  two  mouiitains,  t* 
see  one  of  the  great  clirioslties — one  of  the 
reported  wonders  of  Barbadoes — ^'  a  boinsg 
sprmg !''  ,  On  apfNroacbing  tht  spot»  we  came  to 
a  sDiail  hu<v  in  whidi  was  living  an  elderly  black 
woman,  who  employed  herself  as  a  gtiide  to  ex^ 
faibit,  .under  a  kind  of  necromantic  process,  aU 
the  details  of  this  boiling  and  burning  fountain* 
The  old  dame,  bearing  in  her  band  a  lighted 
taper,  and  taking  with  her  an  empty  calabash^ 
and  all  the  other  necessary  apparatus  of  her  of- 
fice, led  the  way  from  the  hut  down  to  the 
spring.  In  a  still,  and  most  secluded  situation^ 
we  came  to  a  hole,  or  small  pit  filled  with  wa* 
ter,  which  was  bubbling  up  in  boiling  motion, 
and  pouring,  from  its  receptacle,  down  a  narrow 
channel  of  the  gully.  Here  our  sable  sorceress 
in  the  silence  and  solemnity  of  magic^  placing 
the  light  at  her  side,  fell  upon  her  knees,  aiyl^ 
widi  her  Wabash,  emptied  all  the  water  out 
43f  the  cavity ;  then,  immersing  the  taper  in  the 
deep  void,  she  suddenly  set  the  pit  in  a  ikune; 
when  she  instantly  jumped  upon  her  legs,  and 
looked  significantly  round,  as  if  anxious  to 
catch  the  surprise  expressed  upon  our  counte* 
nances,  from  the  workings  of  her  witchcraft. 
The  taper  being  removed,  the  empty  space  con- 
tinued to  bum  with  a  soft  lambent  flame,  with- 
out the  appearspoe  of  any  thing  to  support  the 

X  4 


15i  NOTES  ON  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

combustion.  We  observed  fresh  water  slowly 
distilling  into  the  pit^  from  the  earth  at  its  sides, 
and  dropping  to  the  bottom ;  and  as  this  in- 
creased in  qpantity,  it  raised  the  flame  higher.  ^ 
and  higher,  supporting  it  upon  its  surface,  and 
conveying  the  appearance  of  the  fluid  element 
being  on  fire ;  although  it  was  very  clear  and 
pure,  and  not  spread  with  any  oily  or  bitu- 
minous matter.  When  the  water  had  risen  to  a 
certain  height,  the  flame  became  feeble,  then 
gradually  declined,  land  presently  was  extinct. 
The  boiling  and  bubbling  were  now  seen  as  be* 
fore,  and,  the  pit  soon  overflowing,  the  stream 
resumed  its  course  down  the  narrow  channel  of 
th$  gully,  when  all  was  restored  to  the  state  in 
which  we  had  found  it 

You  will  have  discovered  before  this,  that 
the  water  was  cold,  and  that  the  boiling  and 
burning  of  this  fiery  deep  was  only  the  effect 
of  inflammable  gas,  which,  escaping  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  rising  from  the  bot- 
tom, supported  the  flame  when  the  pit  was 
empty,  and,  bubbling  through,*  when  it  was 
filled  with  water,  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a 
boiling  spring.  During  the  combustion,  the 
smell  of  the  inflammable  air  was  very  powerful. 

In  the  stones  and  soil,  in  the  very  rocks  and 

roads,  we  traced  the  origin  of  this  phaenomenon 

of  nature.    Asphaltic  productions  abounded  in 

^very  quarter :  and^  upon  inquiry,  we  found  that 
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we  were  in  the  part  of  the  country  which  pro- 
duces the  celebrated  Barbadoes  tar ;  the  smelt 
of  which  we  perceived  as  we  rode  along;  indeed, 
we  saw  it  exuding  from  the  hills  of  hardened 
clay,  and  even  from  the  rocks  at  the  sides  of 
the  road.  The  argillaceous  soil  of  this  neigh- 
bourhood is  every  where  strongly  impregnated 
with  bitumen,  in  which  you  will  readily  dis- 
cover the  origin  of  the  "  boiling,  or  inflammable 
spring." 

We  were  next  conducted  to  several  spottf, 
amidst  the  rough  and  wooded  mountains,  where 
we  saw  the  tar  issuing  copiously  into  pits  from 
the  earth,  and  witnessed  the  mod^  of  collecting 
it  So  plentiful  is  it  in  this  part  of  the  countr3r, 
that  it  may  be  procured  from  any  hole  dug  deep 
enough  to  contain  water;  for  when  small  op^n- 
ings  are  made  in  the  earth,  and  water  has  flowed 
into  them,  the  petroleum  issuing  from  their 
sides  accumulates  and  floats  in  a  thick  coating 
upon  the  surface.  It  is  collected  by  layitig 
the  palm  of  the  hand  flat  upon  the  water,  and 
then  scraping  off  the  tar,  which  adheres  to  it, 
upon  the  edge  of  a  basin  or  a  calabash,  re^ 
peating  the  dipping  and  scraping  until  the  fluid 
is  entirely  cleared  of  its  bituminous  covering. 
After  a  few  days  the  water  is  again  bespread 
with  tar,  and  more  of  it  may  be  collected  in  a 
similar  manner. 

In  order  to  reach  these  pits  we  were  obliged 
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te  acraiubie,  on  foot,  through  deep  and  mauiH 
tainous  woods,  and  by  way  of  narrow  rugged 
pKths,  leaving  our  slaves  and  horses  to  go  round 
and  meet  us  at  a  distant  spot  below.  Near  . 
the  pits  were  great  numbers  of  lemon-trees, 
vdiose  fruit,  like  the  crabs  of  the  English  hedges, 
having  fallen  from  its  branches,  lay  in  heaps, 
nnheeded,  upon  the  ground. 

In  the  part  of  the  wood  where  we  saw  the 
inflammable  spring  were  growing  mountain- 
cabbage  trees,  which  were  said  to  be  of  a  pecu- 
liar kind,  and  diffei'ent  from  all  others  in  the 
island.  This  magnificent  palm  is  unquestion- 
ably the  finest  tree  that  is  known.  Frotn  words, 
or  drawings,  you  can  collect  only  an  imperfetit 
idea  of  it.  To  comprehend  its  fine  symmetry, 
its  grandeur,  and  majestk:  loftiness,  it  must  be 
seen.  Its  trunk  is  very  smooth,  and  almost  regu- 
larly oylindricai,  rising  into  a  superb  and  stately 
pillar,  resembUng  a  well-hewn  eolmnn  of  stone. 
At  the  base  its  circumfi^ence  is  somewhat  greater 
than  at  any  other  part,  yet  lessening  so  gradu- 
ally, upwards,  as  to  preserve  the  most  just  and 
accurate  proportion.  Not  a  single  branch,  nor, 
even  the  slightest  twig,  interrupts  the  general 
harmony  of  the  trunk,  which  often  rises,  in  a 
correct  perpendicular,  to  the  height  of  from 
siqcty  to  a  hundred  feet,  and  then  spreads  its 
palmated  foliage  into  a  wide  and  beautifully  ra^ 
diat^d  circle.    Branches  it  haa  mmc^  hut  the 


dne  expansive  leaves^  shooting  immediateiy 
from  the  summit  of  the  trunks  extend  around 
it,  crowning)  and  as  it  wefe,  protecting  tht 
massy  column,  in  form  of  a  full-spread  um« 
brella. 

It  win  perhaps  occur  to  you  that  our  noblf 
English  oak,  with  all  its  rude  and  crooked 
Innbs,  must  be  a  more  picturesque  object*  So  it 
is;  and  so  is  likewise  the  wide-branching  silk« 
cotton :  but  the  loftiness,  the  stately  grandeor, 
the  exact  proportion,  and  the  deep^shading 
fdiage  of  the  mountain-cabbage  are  unequalled^ 
and,  in  their  happy  combination,  crown  diU 
tree  the  king  of  the  forest-*tbe  most  exalted  of 
the  vegetable  world. 

When  planted  in  avenue,  it  forms  a  grand 
and  imposing  approadi  to  a  dwelling,  <Mmvey^ 
ing  an  air  of  greatn^s  to  the  mansion  which  it 
adorns.  It  grows,''  free  from  decay,  to  a  very 
old  age,  but  cannot  be  converted  to  the  useful 
purposes  of  timber.  It  is  a  tree  of  state,  calco** 
lated  to  enrich,  and  augment  the  magnificence 
of  a  palace :  nor  let  it  detract  from  its  majestic 
qualities  to  know  that,  after  all,  it  is  but  -^  •  -  ^  % 
0  cabbage  tree  I  Its  loftiest  summit  is  a  spiral 
succulent  shoot,  the  sides  of  which,  by  gradu» 
ally  and  successively  unfolding,  form  the  fine 
wide^preading  fblii^e.  Before  this  opens,  to 
expend  itself  aroiHid>  it  is  a  congeries  of  young 
and  tender  leavses,  ia  which  state  it  is  often  boiled 
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atid  brought  to  table  as  a  cabbage,  of  which  it  is 
the  very  best  kind  I  ever  remember  to  have 
tasted.  It  is  also  used,  without  boiling,  by  way 
of  salad,  and  is  theii^eaten  with  oil  and  vinegar  ; 
and  so  highly  is  it  esteemed  for  these  culinary 
purposes,  that,  too  often,  a  very  fine  tree  has 
been  devoted  to  the  axe,  merely  because  no 
other  means  could  be  fbund,  of  obtaining,  from 
its  towering  summit,  this  most  excellent  cab- 
bage. 

The  variety  of  this  tree  found  near  the  in- 
flammable spring,  differs  only  in  having  its 
thick  tuft  of  fibrous  roots  appear  several  feet 
out  of  the  ground,^  looking  as  if  tlie  tree,  instead 
of  taking  root  in  the^  earth,  was  growing 
upon  another  short  trunk  placed  under  it,  as  a 
base  or  pedestal,  to  support,  i^  from  the  soil :  a 
circumstance  which,  seems  to  have  arisen  from 
these  trees  standing  upon  the  side  of  a  hill, 
and  the  earth  being  partially  washed  from  their 
roots  by  heavy  rains.  In  all  other  respects  they 
are  the  same  a?  the  rest  of  their  species. 

After  viewing  the  beauties  of  Scotland, 
and  seeing  the  inflammable  spring,  and  the  tar- 
pits,  we  went  next  to  Mount  Hilloughby,  and 
ascended  the  highest  point  of  land  in  Bar* 
badoes.  From  what  I  have  said  of  the  ,part 
called  Scotland,  you  will  believe  that  the  pro- 
spect from  Hilloughby's  summit  must  be  grand 
apd  delighting  indeed.    The  ^prhole  island,  en- 
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oircled  by.  the  Atlantic  ocean,  was  under  the 
eye,  displaying  a  scene  which  comprehended  all 
the  variety  of  land  and  sea,  of  hill  and  vale,  of 
rude  nature  and  high  cultivation.      On    one^ 
hand  were  barren  rugged  rocks ;   on  the  other 
rich  and  fertile  plains.     Towns,  houses,  huts, 
and  sugar-works  were  seen  distributed  about  j 
bays  and  rivulets  were  before  us  opening  into 
the  sea;  a  large  fleet  appeared  at  anchor,  with 
its  forest  of  masts  intermixed  amidst  the  build-- 
ings   of  the  town;   multitudes   of  ships  and 
boats  were  sailing  in  all  directions  round  th« 
coast;   and   the  solemn  forests,    and  painted 
groves  displayed  all  the  rich  foliage  of  tropica} 
vegetation.  ^To  form  such  a  picture  would  de- 
feat the  genius  of  a  Claude,,  or  defy  the  bold 
pencil  of  a  Salvator  Rosa.     It  was  also  further 
enhanced,  by  the  circumstances  under  wbich  Wf 
saw  it ;  the  bright  tropical  sun  being,  suddenly, 
t)vercast  by  a  heavy  cloud,    which,    stealing 
along  the  mountain  tops,  so  varied  the  shades 
and  tints  as  to  give  addition^  effect  to  all  the 
beauties    of  the  scene:    but  while  we  werp 
earnestly  contemplating  it,  this  cloud  broke  upon 
us  in  all  the  violence  of  a  pelting  storm,   an^ 
drove  us  to  seek  shelter  Jn  a  neighbouring  cot- 
tage. 

Amidst  the  variety  comprised  in  the  view 
from  Hilbughby  hill  I  must  not  forget  to  men- 
tion that  we  saw  what  is  here  termed  the  '^  Rm- 
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aumjf  estate  f  which  is  a  territory  of  many  acre* 
of  line  and  rich  soil,  so  called  from  haviog  be^i- 
carried  away,  at  various  times,  to  a  considerable 
distance,  by  heavy  torrents  of  rain,  or  sudden^ 
ruptures  of  the  earth.  It  is  said  not  to  be  aa 
unfrequent  occurrence,  in  this  island,  for  a 
tract  of  land  thus  to  assume  a  change  of  place ; 
many  examples  of  which  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
parishes  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Joseph.  Large 
trees,  plantains,  sugar-canes,  and  different  crops 
of  growing  produce  have  been  removed  with  the 
toil,  and  have  continued  to  thrive  in  their  new 
situation,  as  well  as  if  they  had  remained  undis^ 
turbed. 

A  very  singular  change  of  crop,  and  of 
f  oii,  is  said  to  have  happened  at  the  estate  of  a 
Mr.  Foster,  where  a  considerable  portion  of  land 
in  the  possession  of  a  poor  tenant  near  the  coast, 
suddenly  moved  into*  the  sea;  and,  while  the 
unhappy  man  was  bewailing  the  loss,  not  only 
of  his  crop,  bat  likewise  of  the  territory  oft 
which  it  was  planted,  the  land  of  his  neigb" 
.  bour,  Mr.  Foster,  travelled  to  the  spot,  and 
brought  him  a  crop  of  canes,  which  thrived 
quite  as  well  as  before  they  took  their  journey. 

On  our  approach  to  Col.  Williams*s,  we 
were  led  into  a  fine  valley  of  fruits,  M^iich 
offered  us  the  most  grateful  refreshment  that 
could  have  presented  itself    We  had  been  kmg 
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ridBag  itt  excessive  heat,   and  were  parcboig 
witk  thirst :   when  the  Colonel^  without  pre* 
iriously  announcing  it,    conducted  us  to  the 
point  of  a  hill  from  which  we  suddenly  viewed 
a  rich  and  goiden  ordiard  below.    Elevated  as 
we  were  above  the  narrow  gully  in  which  tiio 
fhiits  were  suspended^  oar  ritaation  seemed  in  % 
degree    vexatious    and    tantalizing:    but  the 
Colonel  only  tempted  us,  to  augment  our  grati* 
icatioD,  for  we  quickly  desc^^led,  by  a  steep 
and  coafiiied  path,  into  the  midst  of  this  JPegioit 
of  sweets.  Soch  delicioiis  refreshment  had  iievet  ^ 
before  met  our  lips!    The  orangey  were  not 
only  the  bent  we  bad  ever  tasted,  but  thej 
were  taken  fresh  from  the  tree,  and  at  a  moment 
which  was  calculated  to  render  them  tenfold 
•uneeter  than  they  couM  have  been  at  any  other 
jtbne.      We  gathered  and  consfumed  Ibem  m 
dosena;  and,  Mfb&hmlng  thus  feasted,  <we  pro* 
oeeded  to  explore  the  ^extent,  and  toesNunine 
Ihe    vasions    psodnctions  xif    this,  bounteoitis 
orchard,  Jby  twhose  oxcellent  fruit,  and  fragraiit 
odout,  we  had  been  so  exquisitely  regaled. 

The  orchard  i$  filsoited  in  a  narrow  guUy 
'between  two  ihiUs,  and  is  nearly  half  a  mile^in 
Jcngth.  It  abounds  in  nmny  different  spe<ues  of 
-the  mange  (tvibo^-oranges,  ehaddocks,  timely 
lemons,  and  ^rbtdden  fruit  hanging  in  the 
aort  iitviting'profnsion.    The  banana^  the  pbm- 
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tain,  and  divers  other- fruits  are  likewise  plente^ 
ously  intermixed.  It  is  the  employment  of  twa 
negroes  constantly  to  attend  the  orchard  and 
protect  the  fruit  The  oranges  which  we  most 
enjoyed,  and  which  were  esteemed  the  best  in 
the  colony,  were  from  a  tree  nearly  a  hundred 
years  old,  and  the  largest  upon  the  island. 
The  fruit  was  small,  but  of  exquisite  flav.our. 

Having  made  a  most  delicious  repast  in 
tliis  sweet-shaded  valley,  we  again  mounted  our 
horses,  and,  after  a  short  ride,  arrived  at  Col. 
Williams's  house.  Here  we  had  the  refreshment 
of  cold  water  and  a  change  of  linen,  and 
having  taken  a  little  time  to  rest  ourselves^ 
proceeded  to  eat  our  dinners  under  the  ^'social 
rock."  Descending  from  the  house  by  a  steep 
path,  we  came  into  the  valley,  not  far  from  the 
orchard,  and  passed  under  a  large  open  arch 
which  formed  the  grand  entrance  to  a  suite  of 
natural  and  romantic  apartments.  A  little  frir- 
ther  in  the  gully  we  found  an  excavation  called 
the  drawing-room ;  and,  beyond  this,  under  a 
stupendous  and  impending  part  of  the  rock,  we 
arrived  at  a  smooth  and  level  spot  called  the 
dining*roorn,  which  is  sufficiently  spacious  to 
accommodate  a  hundred  people.  Here  was 
placed  the  hospitable  board,  which  is  often  and 
.liberally  spread  by  the  friendly  Colonel ;  and  in 
this  sequestered  shade  were  assembled  chain. 


bgBclies,  wine,  punch,  fruit,  and  all  that  could 
contribute  to  the  ease  and  comfort  of  wearied 
travellers.  But,  in  truth,  we  were  not  of  this 
class;  for  the  gratification  and  high  mental 
delight  we  had  experienced,*  had  completely 
protected  us  against  bodily  fatigue,  notwidi* 
standing  our  long  and  scorching  ride. 

We  drank  a  glass  of  punch,  and  explored 
die  deep  caverns  and  various  recesses  of  this 
natural  retreat  before  the  dinner  was  served. 
About  four  o'clocic  we  took  our  seats  at  table^ 
having  been  in  almost  constant  exercise  from 
five  in  the  morning.  A  hanging  rock  of  ma- 
dripores  shaded  us^bove  and  behind;  anc^  m 
the  front,  the  breeze  of  the  valley  softly  made 
its  way  to  us  through  a  plantarion  of  bamboos 
and  fragrknt  limes,  while,  immediately  befiore 
us,  smoking  Viands,  rich  wines,  and  delicious 
fruits  crowned  the  board.  Having  endeavoured 
to  provoke  your  thirst  for  thi^  oranges  of  the 
valley,  I  might  further  urge  your  appetite  in 
quest  of  the  cray-fish  soup  of  the  **  social  rock,** 
for  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  tasted  any  dish 
so  rich,  or  of  such  exquisite  flavour. 

In  the  evening  the  Colonel  loaded  us  hom# 
with  fruits  from  the  orchard ;  but  the  party  did 
not  separate  until -our  kind  friends  had  planned 
for  us  a  still  more  extensive  tnaroMmg  excur^ 
tton ;  to  which  I  need  scarcely  say  we  gave  our 
nu>st  cordial  consent    Our  return  to  Bridgt- 
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tpwQ  waf  peculiarly  pleasaat:  the  ivoon  ehone 
fbrighty  thq  h^t  \Tas  mo^eraj^y^.aud  \Rfe  had 
^uito  the  agrepaWe.  ride  .of  ^  |i?^lish  wipto^r 
evening.  Ther  c^staxice,  is  about  ej j^t.  n^ilos^  a^^ 
^  we,  de&ceod^d  fron;i  the  h\gh^r  tQthf Jowtf 
Jfad  the  air  be4::a^e  perqe^tibly  closer^  uuti)^  ;^ 
the  town,  the  breeze  ^ew^  tp,flf»€irt  U3,  .aad 
'we,  no.biiger,  felt^thp  ^ool^rfi^t^f^  SJ^K*?^  had 
heen  ao  grateful  to  us  19  tbe^inpre.  ele^vi^ed  p;^ 
of  the  i^lapA  -,     .  '•     ^      '  :.      . 

Njever^  perhaps,  did  a  191^^^  and  ini^ie$tfrfg 
day  pw5  mpre  ple^sant^y^  ^r  ?i^fi$hps|ijah^ 
jjyer  besJtowed  \yith  japoie  frieu^ly  ^^^fti^Jfr  We 
^It'infioiitdy'  iejfs  fatigued  thw  migjit  hasr^ 
hem  ^xj>e9ted,,;  fjfoqi  the.gyeat  ^i^tance  ,\fo  1^ 
Ipjin^jj^dj  a^d  ;from  the  lepgth,^  tip}^  \^^  ,werp 
|P3Pp(We4  to  l^ieat^  and  ^y,ercm',i  wd.th^  Qfljy 
.  ^Ipy,  which  in  aoy .  diegree  ^te^rupjte^  qiv  ea- 
joyaa^W  .throi^h^ut  thi^  h^fipy.visi^,^  wa3  ? 
.ajfpw  0/  ?q^eripgp,  ,^f  which  we,  eould ,  i^xt 
.^hftlly^div^sjt  ourselve^  .  f:/>nceming  jhe  ^or 
*«Uye$,:  ^ho  had  to  si^ppoptjuoft.foot,  the  v^ry 
^fajge.jqu^pey  which^j  m  j^s,  ,wa&:  regjird^^  ^  f 
surprising  exeftioajc^n  hor;5el?aclt.  .    -t^        .     . 
^       rln,^,  course  of,  tk^  ridje  Wjp^nepeftedly 
gi^d^  ocHnpa^sjoinatc  app^a .  t»  f h^  g^tii^[mm  ^ 
i^^S.  i#^  CQflcernfng  them,  U^jt  ttey  ^.ooa- 
a^^l^asau^d  us,  thatouj  pity^  vf«s  inispUcj^, 
ftddijig^'  t^t.xhe  negroes .weip  acqustQf^ed  ,U> 
jtjlip  ejs^rqisc^  and  woi^ld  s^fiie^*.  .^e6a;jdbf|a,^  oiip 


ofnnonsilhfe  (wish  <tkatv  •ithcr  -iili«y  ^U  b«etit 
Mteovimodafaed  >  with:  i««le^  ->ori  W  t  Hitt^^is^i 
pBOMdxkitbtbeinfitfibiidatu^l  uwiii|twJlHi«^tiii4} 
aadudtt  ioiigerf  wMkiieeSf  ■  antidci  ttbis;  t»w  »r^ : 
<^ttiii]i^^  befdie .  we  thAV  b^  ittl^  ta :  p^i8ttld«) 
onidBeattlifat  oorieitsei'^f  ^ducjutcttudd  WdiPafi^- 

rjdB.rmilfaidi  th9U(»|if6iiti]int)oaViaB^)ttg'^^i4r3/» 
eoDUnahaBrvariatjhv^  tfai*J««^c«ibte  ipttiiiiiit^^ 
of  .id)^: .  tliDpioa^ '  iw«iM';)  afaduited  ^v««'k«^<^^Clfl 
miBhitiiBw  of  >^MJB%  >sWt%f^<|t4^lb/lwh}il^ 

itafo/tb«)»iqiemor>  wiideitMiibttbtt,  'giilg«Pyi  dtiskii^' 
qinuia^ .  i  |>anttii, ,  ■  ^iftsifi/  •  tabatvndi  'cailie^' 

s^p,  g«iu|a,.  gk-eiudl^tUo,.  ivraeeiMkAdOd;  6»^i^/ 

loffWDodi  <  I  iD:ibog;ajbij>,  codar,-  and  ttgimm  vi^i 
Tbe/^fMat'StajjIi  pvodbctionsof  tbe  WeHit'Iii^eiP,^ 
Mgay/:  «0<t^  -and'  cofibe^  -t(r«#^i«lsO  Wotigt^i 
ftci^trtiftly  ]fefoi«  th«€ye,  4un(^ lAU  ititetiKitlng' 
tewnifrtoBv  •■■•■••■' ^  -^  i  <■*••!•  ;,  ■:  u,  ■•■^,  ■;.!• 
.  :it'a|if*aTe<l  'to  oa  soqi^hi&t  nintotk&l^ 
tliatv!  Ift  liui  wbole«xtettt  b^  €tai^  tolitf,  a<«  should: 
]uA;^8Ur«  a^  any  pUM«  grbwltt^, ««««)»«««  oUb^ 
«pot  iiMr  SfiU<Mgti|»y  bUl>  ^eW  ihiy  w^  m^ 

M  s 


guhfl^  fhntbdM  tim'^fa^p  of  pait  of  a  MgjotC^ 
fi«|cL    The  frak  was  mot  r^;  we  had  no  ofH^ 
p^rtuitity  therefore  of  OMBparingitis  flavour  witb 
tbfit  of  td£ie  pikiM  of  oiir  Engliah  bot<rhauKa9| 
mtfi^  conaequebtly,  non^of  jodgmg  whdtliertbei 
QUUiva^n  of  this  plant  be  odaejof  rtiose  oi^ctiinK> 
a^inoQi^  as  some  have  asicftfidy 
been  made  to  rival  the  warita.of.  liaSkow. ;  Irn^ 
f^pl^bjl#  as  tbii  would  seem,  upM^  fiittt.lriew 
o^.  t|ie.gi:eiit  peKfirctitei  of  aflure's  jboodwliaii^i 
^dlla  futtbcf  c|[)taiid9rttioA^  Hendora  it  niDro.tiilB&> 
fpfSM/^hlfor^if  Mimali  otki  be  in^]m[ediby(biil«> 

derod  o^Ofi^  iisefttl,  ( the.  fliftk  find,  (hfi 
1)P9jt»a4V  by  itlfte  cband  of  vlM^    and^  if  tbe/ 
BfHiFers  of  <wr:Ofg«i3.of  viWon  €ta  Im^tek^ 
bjrlm.reaearchos  w.ti»e;tdi«toeeaf.iqittps;  what 
is  ti^ere  that  shall  pr«Mtalt■:hip.;fiKun:^en^dlalg> 
the  flavour  of  a  tippioal  fVuit^i  ifV(a  it»«peMo; 
Climate?  It  would  seem,  .alidsed>,  to  ipqtmrf^  oply 
an  accurate  and  iti»dy  ^ktentiakr  tot  thai  law»^ 
and.Qperations  of  nature  itsd#i  jaot  witji  a  vi^wl 
to  oppose  or  diBtort.the  hoaufifhl  barmony;dr 
her  wofksi  butto  profit  pf  ^  the  groat  lesso|i  she: 
so  liberally  displays,  by.dii^ting^  townrda.tb^:: 
one  great  object  of  our  care,  those  means  >«iiidbL; 
sbeis'busiod  ipi:&upplying  to  alU,  .Hepbolmty 
il  not  coQflned  toi  onQ  pli^t,  or  a  tinglo  aitimal,t 
l)Kjlbi9.)9^1in>ited  a$  tho  uiiivisf s^^i    It  bebu^  to 


fioneyed  cane,  but  with  equal  care^  to  give  pun* 
^ncy  to  capsicum,  and  bitterneM  to  the  aloe. 

If  the  grow^  an^  &lv^f  oC  arpine  depend 
upon  a  certain  degree'  of  oea^t  and  nghti  with  ^ 
di}^:fp];pl^jf|t;ic^  of  air  and  moisture— *«U  thesp 
we  have  in  England;  and,  from  careful  observe 
atfon^  we  may  enable  ourselves  to  supply  to 
this,  or  any  other  particular  plaut^  thenecea^ary 
(Quantum  of  these  elements  with  a  more  undevi^ 
a  ting  certainty,  than  will  commonly  be  done  by 
nature;  she  having  to  dispense  her  meanSi  not 
to  on^  root  alone,  but  to  all  creation.  The  parti- 
cular degree  of  moisture  necessary  for  the  pine 
might  injure  the  neighbouring  coffee*— the  ap» 
ptopriate  quantity  of  air,  might  not  be  the 
exact  proportion  required  by  the  cottou — or  the 
precise  ratio  of  light  and  heat  might  differ  from 
that  demanded  by  the  sugar-cane !  But  where 
;nan  commands  the  disposal  he  may  direct  the 
elements,  in  due  degree,  to  his  exotic  nursling, 
ind,  avoiding  the  irregularities  of  the  natural  cli* 
mate,  may  learn  to  cultivate,  and  to'  impron^ 
^t  iiomei  what  nature  never  gave  to  bis  hztiyp 
.spl|:   •  '^  ;■•  :'''.',   ^-  :    " 


-nuq  fivi^^  ( i  ,j:r')  Im;,'^  f^'ivv  t;jd  /)fir.o  bdYJi---  "^^ 

ifyinrfn  [iilTiri  qin'^t  ^Jn^s  ;l3n^ 

Jpi|  st|||  r^^in,,^ithout  lany  accurate  iutelli- 

|ppl|Q^  re|pet^ti9^  the  great  body  of  our  convoy; 
^di^iuvjng  no.  tidiugs  of  the  commander  ja 
xhl|£^|We.  cpptinue  ii^  equal  uncertaiiity  wl^eu 
fflS  ^^y  i^r^^^^^  ^^  9H^  original  destination^  at 
^jja^ngo.  All  h^re  is  suspense  and  anxiet^^- 
le  ^i^^J^Uucje  of  the  mercantile  world  is  not 
fcgs  i^iaij^  ^Ett  of  the  military.  No  packet  is 
iyed ;,  the  affairs  of  commerce  are  interrupt- 
l^  and  wfi  bavq  nq  n?ws  of  Europe  or  the  Waf, 
ggliiig  ycs&el^  of  our  disastrous  fleet  coil- 
jgp^t^yjpi^  ui^^.^af^^,^^most  unhappily,  from  thje 
traiigppfts  coming  put^^  in  this  dispersed  and  ua- 
rotec^d  manner,  we  have  the  painful  intelli- 
mii^of  frequent  captures  being  madejay.  d^ 
enemy's  cruisers  ft  urn  Qv^^daloupe, 

.,  A  ship  which  came  in  this  day  reports  th^t 
she  parted  from  the  Admiral  and  a  hundred  sail 
of  the  convoy,  on  the  seventh  of  January^  in 
latitude  45,  longitude  17.  This  is  received,  by 
some,  as  favorable  intelligence,  it  seeming  to 
strengthen  the  hope  that  the  fleet  has  not  been 
under  the  necessity  of  again  putting  back  to 
Cork;  or  Spithead.    But  it  is  now  so  long  since 


flirwriiifbbf  Jatitfarj^,  Mdxre  havfe  known  in  tlie 
sntetv^l  iuch  vk>leAt^'^sttcH  fepeat6«^  and  long-^ 
Mntititied  ^l^s;  tba^-  to  many  of  tis,  tjhis  news  it 
«qutilly  unsatfefectcry  te  all  we  Imd  heard  before. 
So  little  does  it  meet  o^r  hqpfes,  that  We  have%till 
mady  ap^Khb&^totii  fe«t  tbe  mejdrky  ^f  the  con- 
vi>y  way  bave*b!4eii  oWigedtG  i-eturn  ^Irelaind 
or  to  Edgfand.  v    : 

Unhappily  the  finest  •  seasfdri  u  pAsAng 
tway;'and  tefbrci  4he  whele*  army  can  arrive, 
and  b6  brought  ihto  action,  fhe  rainy  period 
will  l4  fkarC  approaching ;  bat|  as  many*  df  thii 
itrnt  already 'here  are  in  i  siekfy  statp,  we  liop^ 
die  ^May  may  prove  beneiicial  16  th^A,  by 
afibrding  them  an  opportiiriit^  of  recovering 
from  AeHte  of  the'  voyagb,  and^of  their  lorig 
<iDofitiemeAt  oti  boaYd^  befoTi^'  ^y  ehter  upon 
tlie  fatigues  ^  the  canypatgn.  They  am^  daily 
taken  on  shere '  to  reJteve  them  frdm  theclo^e 
atmosphere  of  tlie  {^^nsports ;  and,  frdnr  being 
regQlar)ye«cerci«ed,  they  will  have  the  advantage 
of  beoommg,  in  some  degree^  seasoned  pfeviout 
ta  b^ng  ordered  upon  actual  service.' 

We  learn  from  our  captain  ttiat  a  gi^aCde^ 
lertion  11^*  tkking  place  amotigtthe  sailor^  of  his 
vessel.  Six  have  akeady  ab^on'ded^  and  the 
number  of  oar  crew*  iu  reduced  to  fourteen, 
This  iatellig^nce  makes  us  apprehensive  lest,  by 
tbe^tinfie  we  sail  for  St.  Domingo;  we  may  not 
bave  enough  hands  to  work  the  ship.  But  m  p 
H  4 
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are  consoled  in  the  recollection  that  the  ftkndly 
trades  will  be  entirely  in  our  favor;  and  that  we 
cannot  require  so  strong  a,  ship's  company  aa 
amidst  the  adverse  and  terrific  gales  which  SQ 
long  beset  us  on  our  passage  hither. 

A  sad  alarm  has  spread  throughout  the  har-r 
bour,  and  we  have  all  been  in  fearful  ooneenr, 
tespecting  the  fate  of  twelve  men  who  went  out 
in  a  flat-bottomed  boat  to  consign  to  the  deep 
the  body  of  a  deceased  shipmate.     Desirous 
*  not  to  throw  over  the  corpse  within  the  harbour, 
wl)ere  it  woul4  be  instantly  devoured  by  the 
numerous  sharks  which  infest  the  bay,   and 
which  we  see  almost  daily  swimming  round  ibe 
vessels  in  search  of  prey,  they  rowed  so  far 
out  to  sea  a$  to  be  unable  to  pull  back  again ; 
and  the  tide  being  against  them>  their  heavy 
boat,  notwithstanding  all  their  efforts  to  row 
her  into  the  harbour,  was  carried  out  into  the 
wide  Atlantic,  with  all  hands  on  board.    The 
captain  finding  it  long  before  his  men  returned, 
grew  very  apprehensive  regarding  their  safety. 
A  general  concern  spread  through  the  bay:  it  ex« 
tended  likewise  to  the  shore,  and  multitudes  soon 
covered  the  beacby  while  the  shrouds,  and  yarda 
of  the  ships,  were  tbrcmged  with  anxious  crowds 
looking  out  for  the  funeral  party.    No  boat 
appeared,  and  the  fears  respecting  their  perilous 
situation  becoming  universal,    two  6dKX>ners 


irere  despttched  in  search  of  them.    Hapj^ljr^ 
the  weather  was  moderate,  or  the  whole  .would' 
have  been  certainly  lost,  for  the  boat  was  fbiind . 
adrift  at  open  sea!.  Fortunately  all  the  men;: 
were  in  her,  and  were  brought  back  in  safety 
to  the    hkrhomv  ex{»ressing  themselves  very 
thankful  for  their  unexpboted  deUveraace  fron ' 
tbe  aU-devouring  ocean.  ; 
. ,    A  strong,  cxmtrast  to  the  dangerous  situa*. 
tson  of  these  poor  )men  presented  itself  in  the 
repose  of  some  other  seamen^  whom  we  per* 
ceived  sittingat  rest  in  their  boats^  dnd  saitii^t 
about  the  harbour  by  me^ins  of  their  oars;  a' 
custom  which  we  £nd  to  be  common  here;  for 
wo  often  see  parties  of  n^roes,  boatmen,  or 
sulors,  scud  indolently  about  the  bay,  employ* : 
mg  their  oars  by  way  of  sails.    They  fi»  the 
handles  of  them  at  the  bottom,  of  the  boat;  ibid 
setting  them  up,  two  on  each  side,  with  the. 
fiat  surface  to  the  wind,  collect  a  suffidency  of - 
the  breeze  to  carry  them  along  without  the 
trouble  of  rowing.  ' 

The  captains  of  the  Guineamen  frequently 
relieve  their  ships'  company  from  the  duty  of  thb' 
boat,  by  training  some  of  their  black  cargo  to. 
the  use  of  the  oar :  indeed  so  adroit  do  many  of^ 
the  negroes  beeom^  during  the  passage^  and 
the  time  they  are  detained  on  board,  that  their 
'  assistance  is  of  much  service  in  working  the 


l9^0t  NOTES  OV  TBE  mm  INDIES. 

r^imh  'We  see  occasumalljitlie  mastof  of  ar 
sbve^ship  rbwed  ashore  fay  four  of  ibis  naked. 
Africans^  who  appear  a& 'deocdavous,  in  the  ina-» 
Dflgeroent  of  the  boat^  ai  iftheyhofd  been  for* 
3reaTS  accustonied  tp  it . 

Sometimes  We  obtserre  the  captains,  parading* 
the  ftt^-eetSy  accompanied  by  partfesil>f  their  pritM) 
slaves — apparently  with  the  ^intention  of  exbi* 
biting  them  to  thereof  the  public,  in  a  sound 
and  good  <ODditiai.    This  contributes,  at  the^' 
same  time^   to  the  health  and  anuisemeM  of 
tbe«s  poOrbekfgs,  who  seem  delighted  at  placing 
theh-feet  oa  shore,  and,  in  due  obedience  to  their 
captain,   damee  and  frolic  as  they   go  along, 
either  in  real,  ^or  in  welKdisseqibled  contenf 
mwt  •  '      *  '•  .-■.>.■■ 

laiadea  visit  to  Bridge- town  this  morhibg^ 
with  the  ifiitentkm  of  leading  some  books  to  be^* 
bcmtid,  which  I  brought  out,  iniheets,  frdttn  the 
printer;  bat  you  Will  be  surprised  to  ieam  tbat^ 
xft)  suiib  pefPMn  ts  a  book-binder  cail  be  ibund  In' 
Barbadoes.  We  called  on  Mr.  Hinde,  -aiid^were 
inflMined  that,  by  the  assistance  of-  his  Inends 
Messrs.  Jordan  and  Maxwell^  he  liad  provided^ 
horses  ibr  Hour*  intended  ^^  marooning  party"  to^ 
Iftaokleton%  Cliff,  and  the  northern  coast  of  t^e^ 
island ;  wheii^  upk)n  our  apologizing  to  him, 
and  his'Anends,  and  obsei^ing  that  we  had  sent 
our  servants  tohire  horses  for  tbejourn^,  ho^ 


replied  that  no  apologies  could  be  heard,  for  it 
would  be  "  quite  inconsistent  with  Barbadoes 
to  suffer  strangers  to  have  the  trouble  of  procur- 
ing horses,  M1)rf^|eek|ig^  fh^iafelves,  the  ac^ 
cooimodations  for  a  country  excursion.^ 

f     -//l/i'./     '^fff     lr'<-      .r    •    *,    A  ff  /*- '  J*:-  '  '  .;    . 
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iVe  have  made  our  projected  marooniog  excar* 
sion  to  Hackleton's  CliiF,  and  the  windward 
icoast  of  the  island,  as  planned  by  our  friends 
at  the  ^^  social  rock,**  and  often^  in  the  course  of 
it,  did  my  thougjits  wander  to  another  friend, 
wishing  yet  one  addition  to  the  party ! 

On  the  SSd  inst  we  went  off  before  six  in 
the  morning  to  Bridgetown,  where,  as  before,  we 
found  slaves,  horses;  and  every  necessary  for  the 
journey,  provided  by  the  friendly  Mr.  Hinde,  and 
in  readiness  for  our  departure.  It  was  arranged, 
that  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  the  early  partof 
^  day,  by  proceeding  to  Col.  Wtlliams*s  before 
breakfast.  The  morning  was  dull;  the  sky 
lowered,  and  it  threatened  rain ;  but  none  fell ; 
still,  from  die  sun  being  obscured,  the  air  wa^ 
pleasantly  cool. 

We  rode  slowly  as  far  as  Dr.  Hinders,  where 
we  were  joined  by  the  Doctor,  and  Mr.  Abe| 
Hinde,  and  Mr,  Jordan,  Upon  our  Arrival  at 
Co|.  WtUiafiis*s,  we  found  the  breakfast  board 
most  bounteously  spread,  and  the  Colonel  prer 
pared  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  expedition^ 
After  ^ivak&sting  with  good  a^petitft  wd  beibgf 


i^g «pAiit ^  making abotae  wheiiem; v^e might; 
nquii|iit;.0r  wht>Cio«Ter>wecolikl£iH^^      Tim 
tint  :olql9Cti^Kfaicfa!arfestM  our  attentbn  was  a 
irtfff  ^t4aii%e  aabtcnaiiaoua^  :ciiyem,    dWeA 
^  HmiMi^*  Cam.''    Thii  is  within  about  half 
a  mile  of  the  CdoneFs  house,  and  is  one  of  Ibm 
gteatett  natiifal  cunoskitfi  of  ^e  island*    Its 
hidden  mouth  opttwamoiatg.the  locks  of  a  deep 
mnoir  gidly,  betw^  t^  loftjr  hillsi  iTheM 
we  forsook  the  fight  of  day,  and  desoended  iaito 
tedark  regions  of  the  eerth^  inoid^taadmiMv 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  the  gloomy,  dqitha  be^*^ 
fore  us.    Our  way  was  intridite  and  obscure. 
Taking  with  ns  three  n^mMr/  with  lights,  we 
descended  by  narrow  winnings/  or  spacious^opmi- 
ingSy  by  broad  walks,  or  narrow' crooked  paths, 
over  loose  stones,  or  rooky  s^gqis..   At  oqe  mo- 
ment we  found  ourselves*.ttaderrit  ibe  etch  or 
dome,  hung  with  clusters  of  petrifactions ;  at 
tn(^ber  we  were  in  ft  mirrbiir  uble,  whose  walls, 
tad  impettding  rmAt^  £uhtiy;  glittered  wiA 
multiform  iocrustatiniis.. :  %.vth^  jenses  eifm^ 
itug  and  heiftring;  more. than. by  Uiesightv  w^ 
judged  of  the  yaryiag  Mieertaiaiy  pf  wr  ntua* 
tion»  and  aid vanced  witii  caotioui  step^-now  con<» 
fined,  nciw  in  mem  jQpehispaoe^  until  we  reach€|d 
a  spot  where :we<:ame  to  agentfedifulet,  gliding 
along  ibi  «uHerr«nispus,ifaed  inapwe  aod  ory&tq) 


MftmmArQHnoi  tte  «ir6«M^iaiMkaB)riM|tediaIlitkB 
pdnkjt  of'  tfab  Jattpficbaiarfeft^si.ikdaie;  the-«)|f,^ 

ibMugkckbejiiil  ittd  tliftaolklihiaky  td'Jd|M0|M^ 
tfMthkty:iM>£9rtydQifa0inid]aBesittM.'^  flir 
IModn;  (of.;  tbd^iMni  diir^Stecf  .3o£  Jhikt«fiU|jkdDt 

e,I   Tbgftlliefiftaitboiirtaftifiinalll^^ 

liMiltiDbi  of  fihe':cav«i'  diaplatyod  .th6i^^»giii{[f 
tedMsIjdf.fltdadtitsty  9iid>&e^vqnb«i(6uboaulifiy 
jpeteifiiiiriatHy  ipfttrngjinw  h^Uy^tmstrnp^aid 

.Mill';.;..      I'     '    '       .    ;     **'       •       ft      Vi..V     'J'   ^)        .>ii     *'lut 

*  B#am.dovhi  an  artificial  lights,         r          i       i 
'         IVnence  pensile  hang,  in  gothic  8noir»         " 
<'i" '©Aoeiiduig'to the  s^ndi^tfelo*, '''*''''  *^'  ''  ^' 

^.  ; '  After/ dri^knig.of  itlieipefiMiti'slteani^teul 
fti^iiUiig  tbo  pjBUdeitt  vlUtf,  itei«etief,  ^bt4 

Moajbibrable  diattnoe  fb^oiul  1^  Ymil4<y£iuii|Mit 

cfttc^  Mid-4l)e t -gloomy.  cjKfeiriiSeei^  iMf^doM 
mpcoi  UB  m  ieiidle3s.aqddaafpeaetiaible  obtciirity; 
l^ie  fVietilis./tBpet  nq^ ^stame);)^*  ilknnhieA  ^« 


ifTM  buried  in  perfect  d^kneas.  Jbe  path 
gz^w  stitl  morje  tincertain  ^nd  ir^gul^ :  ber# 
we  b^t  9urperBon$  almost  double  Ijo  pasaundef 
a  rugj^ed  arch ;  thei?  we  descended  a  nudd^ 
»teep ;  thiei^  agaiui  we  :had  to  scx^fx^e  ujp,.^ 
q:aggy  and  projcctipg .  kws  ,:  presently.  Djff 
tunned  the  sharp  corner  of  a  j^od^^Hitoai^^rr^ 
jwsjige,  )[>?tweea  hug^  jiraH?  ofrtopjej.  iiexjtAi^j^ 
Cft^ed  iutp  a  more  ^acic^s.  )r^lt^:,«Qou  ^q»f 
w^,  was  agaia  CQp^q4  or  our  heads  .^UiUfiJn 
the  hanging  petrifaction^  abayi^,  TAtoo^jnp^ 
nieat  we  tj;Qd.Qn  the  6ra>  roclf,  ^t^^fioth^r  our 
steppAng^  wejie  up9n  lopse  stanef,  ^d,  per^:^;^ 
the  follow jlIg4lls^Qi:  we  fofiid  9ur  fe^t-  j^i  v^i^a^i 
W.  ijpofi  daxpp  eartji^;!,Q/9w^>re,s«l^ed  to  hgy^ 
Hach€d.)t)^i Utmost  dept})  ^;  ^^  cave;  tbenwif 
i^9ppf4'W,4dfi>]y.h)to  ja^.widespac^:  at  lfagt\| 
i|^]^^^b€4.t(he:r-^oteat<extent  whiohliad  he^^ 
^f\cg^Ai  .Ji*^t,:p9liij>it^  wHidii|g§;  sfemed  ye^ 
|9  Jk9M>ooi  i|>'terfiifiag}oo%;  to.tbei  very  cemtrf 
ctfJtoejBartfc,     :.,..:      - 

^  ,  H«ywp  ot>ly  4W0  or,  th«ee,opeB  .^apjiisi  we 
did  dflt  Cpel  iit  pfHdwt  to.  venture  farther  into 
HMxfiAved  ,p«t&s^es:j  wore  pai(t?x?iilarly  as*  th^ 
90ad:  we  hfd  ip^ted,  had.  been  so  intricate  ^ 
ffiirpimmg:lhsitj  i&  ca«e  of  smy  laceidant  occuc* 
mg  tO:  ♦xtingwish  our  lighl,  \TA  might, #^ 
Imye  bteM  able  to  tr^cp  qu^  ,w«y  bagK,  ,ta  th# 
loouthic/ tbe«  MV£^  : ije*^: we  decline^,  pr^ 
•0edi9|;«t(^dfiep«ri}iAP.tl)k^abode  Qi4v)i»m 
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and  silence,  ahd  turned  about  to  retrace  ovtf 
steps  to  a  bnghter  scene.  Feeling  better  as- 
sured respecting  our  path,  we  now  contemplated 
more  leisurely  the  stupendous  walls  of  rock,  iJie 
tar^  incrustations,  the  ponderous  masses  of 
jitalaetites,  the  multitudes  of  mitdripores,  and 
the  otiher  calcareous  concretions,  formed  h^ 
iiatafe  from  the  Ihnpid  dropp'mgs  which  wefH 
seen  oti  all  sides,  also  above  and  below,  mSt 
hstti^ng  round  about  our  heads  in  an  endless  Va* 
riety  bf  fantastic  figures.  :   ; 

The  air,  in  most  parts  of  the  cave,  was  coin 
fined  and  w^m,  but,  occasionally,  weMtK 
damp  and  chilly*  On  our  Way  back,  at  a  nar-^ 
row  paiss,  where  we  had' been  obliged  to  bend 
low  the  knee  in  order  to  creep  under  the  arch  of 
kTOck,  we'percfeived  it  rush  in  strong'cuifmn€f 
here'  the  whole  of  our  lights  #ere  suddenly  ^^ 
iitaiguished/  and  we  were  shut  in  ^  dark  and 
hollow  bowels  of  the  earth,  unabl^  to  'expfori 
our  path  to  the  mouth  of  the  cavern* '  Unhap^ 
pily^  too,  we  were  confined  in  a  danvp  curttotof 
atr,  and  ccunpelled  to  stand  shivering  wiAleold^ 
whilst  Coh  Williams  and  the  negrqes,  wh^  had 
beein  often  in  the  cave,  felt  their  road  oilt^  «l 
great  hazard,  to  procure  new  lights.  'Were* 
mained  bnri^  in  the  silent  seclusion  of  this  iUb^ 
terraiieous  abode  for  nearly  an  hour;  and -when 
^el^tant  sound  of  our  conductor's  ^  feet  re« 
tiHtied  upon  our  ears^  .and  the  toft  j^nnaierioga 
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of  fijgKt  again  itb\^  into  the  jiVoifbund  depths  of 
fti^tiav<i;  the'  effect  was  tinconimotily  strikihg. 
Watching  carefully  as  the  negroes  approachedi 
we  satr  the  rays  of  light  gleani  tpoh  their  dark 
tfcms,'  gilding  them  as^  it  were  wiih^fire,  'Pre- 
atetotty  we  lost  them  in'  obscurity;  *  then  agkiifj 
the  imperfect  rays  darted  t&wards  ns/  and 
at  one  motnent  ^e  saw  indistinctly  the  b^cks 
desciEftid  from.a -i^ock;  Vhile  at  another  W^ 
perceived  them  siiddehly  ti^e  is  frbfn  the  deep. 
Ag&in  the  light  diisappeared/ and  we  oiity^eard 
th^ir  distant  hollow-sounding  step^ :  then  they 
escaped  from  a  narrow  passage  or  confined  re^ 
cess,- and  weVe  seen  stepping  fbrthtmder^  an 
open  and  spacious  arCh,"  w Here  thfe  heavy  rocks, 
the  *(ranltfcd  'dotni,  thb -petfifidd 'tcflumns^  the 
waiiy  tulies,  'akid  impcinding  chisters^  of  glitter- 
ing ttincrctioils,  together  with  the  solemn' cch  J, 
thfe'  fiery  Wackiiess  of  the  negibes;  and'  the 
spreading*  rays  of  artificial  light,  pafliially  ab- 
sorbed, of  feebly  reflected,  produced  an  effect^ 
which  was  at  once  picturesque,  and  awfiil. 

In  such  k  situation,  buried  in  darkness  an* 
sepnlchril  silence,  but  little  assistance  of  the 
imagination  was'  required  to  create  pictures  of 
titfrrof^  dr  to  flgurfe  ^e  mighty  atbode  of  terrors 
'^arid  punishments;  ^  WhenoWefes^Hrit  caugHt 
these  Aftioms,  at  a  distant  part  of  rfie  caveni, 
it  scarcely  needed  the  kid  ot'faiicy  to  conVert 
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tbetdr  jpto  4enio^s  of  atill  lo\v:ei:  regionsr  f^PPP^o^cbr 
iQg.us  with  the, tormeo ting  flaipe^  of,  th^i;*4^€^ 
parent!  Such  au  aaaociatlon  jii^  acjtiyally^  oiqr 
cupy  ourjfi^^nda^  as,  iu  stiUi^ea(s,  we  ^watpl^jd  t)^ 
34v|ince .  9f  th^se,  ^eesf\i^g  «pjiito  of  darkpi^ ^ 
UKi  hy  tl^cv  ti9^.the3e  sa^l^  1^^  had^fe^ut^^d 
}^^  wc  ha^  iq  ppwi5frful^y  ^a^pdjthe  imagesjj^ 
the  b^ck  spmte  t^w^  tl^tl);  y^  di^^MH  f9 
p^uadf;  ourselves  thi^y  \veferOijily.|i>lajck|  l)9^Mfc 

!^W^8  ^  %^^  ^T9*  .^^*^*    .     ■     '  ;   T 

;/     But.thei  yoi(?e  o]^  tlicfp^nd^  Cplpfleliiyhp 

;^cpompapied^t.t^^  ^^.fnp^jHff 

ja^yfXj^BSi^  rieimpded  us  that^  however  cU^t4 
purjaJb!9f^,ji^was,^^  bourn Jrom^f^tenc^.^ 
trfp^tUacjU^rt^}.  ^fe  now  h^^ej^  <P  ^Haygf 
ottf  j;lpongr  d^eljUig  fox  ^rightcf  fj^ptgo^  ^iit 
3f^;o]bl^jged  tQj]lp:  our  w^ay  in,  cauj^ioijia^f Jep^ 
tonr^rj^  the  c^x^^of  jthp.caye;  iqt^  tb^iP*)^  V?? 
^tiicate  and  peid^loi^*  ^  As  we  came  Aieaf ,  to  Uftf 
ppenipg  we.extinguijshed  the  artiApiaL  Jj^t^^.iii 
order  \o  enjpy  thp  appearji^ce  of  the  ^  soft,  raj^ 
which  stole  in.  at  the  eutrappe  of  tlie  cave,  riebly 
g^^ng  the  rocks, ;an4  petrifactions^  andgradu- 
^y^^  though  ir^egul^fy^growuigistrQng^  ijfltU 

.1  1  P^.Wf,%a^  escaping  frpm  tjie  jCpy?,  ^hp 
«^P5^)  jfgl)*  pf  .|J?e  §i|p^  faUing,i;kit^ 

^;5^^1^4eg^^of  pft^n^^wf  ther^ffr^.rei^^^ 
a   short  time  in  the  gully  before  we  again 
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aKftitttei^iMitRhcnnilBsi  tivpHiciBal  t6'a:fC>3it)oi^Mlr 
Sugar-hill,  froni>WbaD(ecJk^-rttiiiud',ynitaiten>>' 
iiv^itt^  very  !b(«uci&l{«w#  otf  tfaer{ians[Ue8  of 
Scotlild^  itt}/flie>mapi«iQpBrtB<>ft  tfae'iitei^ 
wfaidiWted'JMfilrtf'-riNtcU.  ^  ■*  l;  ^^tyui.i.i^ir; 

gin>»  difjectmli  fbr^Bome  orangM  ti<^te  ma^dvtnf, 
tt|.lhe  *<  fiayihmuwv'?:^  place  iim  wen  to  viMt]a# 
f<flMf4  He»eUrdin«tmti^)twafaiKCoM8g»i^  )iAx^ 
tfaongbilMsI  i«d(l3>«>i»«>^]no«.Ussciiiiiiatedrtii» 
t]Mkr9Mjpand!UDatDilB9^>paMaatsuof  lOlih  l?ntf  i 

of  tUe  j«idi  d^fe:  of ;,dMr.iiouMi!inld'  ^lOtirkliv 
staiidmgi  >di6  ^mnit'ofi  i;Myj!tin^i  had:grtttty*^ 

EB^l»h<fc0««.a):.w7;;i   ..:;1    oJ   :..!.)  .0:)  i..  "  c  -i.) 

>'.^  3  AitMriqijd}qUig^MeifiMVCtf^lh)ipStq;ai-4^ 
aDdi^i«dtiitisinge'tte..M|Mte»iof  ^  i)|M^iM89iP 
^ttKgBf^/rvm  9den  ^Midiikted  :liy  itiur  >fa0)oq«i«f  oiit 
Mh  lia^de^  :>«'h^re:  we^  jocti^di  a  wntn- Huhs 
badoes  greeting,  a]id«(rert'9>ie|n>iiied.inflifiiuikAr 
MM  and:  ^  mo9i.  cik&uii  fa<^pitali^. :  W«  nsted 
onlyva,  ftw JD'onite^^iiirlwn  IfK  H^yites.«nd  hi*, 
sod  JMatedjovriAr^,  afidiaecompanieiliiis toatti' 
adjoMungL)  ^sute  called?  '^  J«e>'s  River," i  a^  ttbi^I 
dU^^btful -ipot,  bad  q'uiie'  the  celjttiam  of  the ' 
i«laiid/'-<ifiitil  'littdy  itr  has  been  in  the  po«Ms- 
ttQD  lof  (kfae/Bevi  Mr.  H^  'a^^  nian  of  nuicU  geniui: 
afld  fitotiiiii^  wfaoae  loss  is  deeply  r^^ietted  by 
ail^  btttittofelpkffdoularly  by  the  Ikerati  «f  A* 
«olony.  He  was  a  sciratific  botanist,  and  as  much 
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tf$^Mttdiifh  Ills  i0xtnpqv«  itrfbraJaiwQw>tt  iGw 

.'mhJB.i^oQSB  iir>  finelyi  sHauHaA  ofk  iterate 

plantations  of  the  jtboioest  tltecis:a»A>Kf|ikfair 
ftliito»3  The  g^rdeiifaildorchatidbiii^^JoagiMB^  the 
gfttlloi^Ktabf  thtirowner!^  ItifftehiliM^bl;^ 
to^pcocore  att>iifieftil  juuLpenajBHmtAl  ASOcmblhgffi 
9£.M1  jdi6;ian  fruita  aod:pltQit»4)£  Jtlie  tto|Mmk 
vgjbiisj  audi ia  thtt.intaMtiqii;  iiei  kadi  dfspadjfr 

vhitrhit'tbrpuglitbis/ibdttafi^^  per^ai^fralw^. 
u^abowtdhttly  inorkapittg:i  ^  Utta^iisite  iobuiist 
Wtiernajitd  in  lieteracj  pursittsi  ^Atcl^  6£'b» 
time  was  devoted  to  his  favorite  .•ti»tf)r<i)(f;KbH 

)ieiwa$^.i»mvikial>:.ta  hi^  sia^mJie  mBs,:pmfaUA^ 
asitiumane^  andypaneMin^grM  iisbmit^,.i]ii 

1/  ThtSiVonce  happy  dwreUiBgv  t  which..  wa9s 
grac^iby  bosf^tealit^  aa<  bc^evolenco^  enucfaod 
iQ^.jQiliuitiy^jiai^^digQiied  .by.  acioooei;  tliii^dfi^ 
lightful  home;  :j^o^\$My  thtpnd^.ud  oroaneiife 
oi  [the  ^i^bMl>  is  abw  leff  to.ifaU  iifloirum^Mtf) 
do»y«  The  hrokeo  walW  thb  bidden^  {itth;l^.tlM. 
stoMipd  dooi^  ami  \!aud<>\9tV- tber.wvikl^  fiqg^ 
1^m4  tm^.  the  ^tiii^v0  w«c}^  sind.ha^tor. 
iifi(#diw4)k».aU  bitspedky :  id  idl^daff I'j^Mliit^*  itl^. 


ifflifctJng  l6isH)f  its  6fetfri^i jhed;|*^of>ri*t(>r.  * 
VFe'XioW  pT6ieeded  to  tl*  ^^-si^;  aid'  oiil 
next  pla^e  cff  caU  WM'  &  ^  dbltt^e  tchned^^e 
Say4A)Uie^  a  neat  Kttte  buiWiffg  efecfedby  Mr/ 
f^yties,"  ttntler  k  rock  upon  the  open  beach,  t6 
serve  as  a  home  of  rest,  and  reffreshiheitit  for  sucfe 
of' Ws  friend]?,  and,  4n  great  truth  ^n^y 'we  say; 
hi»  friends*  A^iemlsj  who  may  elianca  to  visit 
die  wind-wardf  cbast.  We  found  it  the  wnfctez^ 
▼dns  6f  ente#teintn^t  atid  rep'oiie^ ''''  IdtitnatfdA 
had  T)eeri  conve}'^*  to  the  genetous  e>raer  tliat 
It  might  pethap^  be  irt  o4r  Wiyto^nrnke  a  shott 
\mt  at  hie  villa)  and  he  had  availed  himself  of 
^he  information  to  pi'0\*ide  a  lich  «nd  bountiful 
repast.  All  ilie  good  things  of  the  island  seeme4 
to  have  been  collected.  The  whole  neigbbcWr^ 
boi>d  had  been'rkhsacked  for  outaccommoclaetoit 
The  best  prodiictjotis,  frOni  every  quarter,  w^re 
directed  hitlier  to  supply  die  hospitable  Iboard. 
tJook,- biitler,  fishfermen,  servants^  anil  slavek 
we*  assembled  to  give  their  assistance;  -  Th6 
net.  was  thrown  intb  the  sea  immediately  b^fi^e 
die  door,  awl  the  fishes  taken,  wer*  pres^ntli^ 
snH^kihg  upoiv'the  table j  fruits,  winfes^  *i^l^ 
JkHfttry,  atid  vegeiajiles  were  brought  in  proifii^- 
siott,  aod  made  only  a  part  of  the/feast  of  this 
little  cottage,  bwlt  by  gelierobs  hospitality,  ^^d 
liadiMted  edil^nd«hip^ttd  isocUl  hariDtby.    A 
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fupplyof  pipvfsvqM  w«|8i  J^kpwsp  ,fffac»r^  for 

these  W!eic^^iif|gal«d;wi(h  no  .^9  liberality  tl^ii 
^lur  inas|:^r*T-ihe  fri^qdty  court^i^  ^f  the 
^f  ^ynhpui^"  heiiig^  e^te«de4  equally  to  alK. 

PiQid)  md  txkmdum  werp  served  to  ys  be- 
|i^r^  di|U|er».  tide  one  to  quench  oar  Ijbira^  tljif 
Other  to  ^oirqke  the  appetite;  and  sqpn:  «^&^* 
^ard#  were  .se^  before  us  a  vj^riety  qf  ditfaest 
«oii3ist}ng  qf  boiled  fttewedi  avd  l^rqilefl  £#h»  a 
€q)4  i^aatodilambt  a  C9ld  turkey^  fQwlfc  t<»guMH 
icray-4$b}  [and  a  multitude  of  other  goqd^thinga* 
Ai!t)er  we  had  dined  very  abundantly  ti^e  t^blf 
was.  «av!Bred  with  puojob^  niany  exceDent 
miMSy  md  sever^  species  «f  &ui.t$,  /  Ai»Q«g  the 
ktterwas  a  large  pine,  the  first  of  which  we  hsti 
I^Mfieb  Jul  the  island.  I  do  iK>t  kvM^  that  the 
iave^r  was  superior  to  that  of  9omt  of  the 
pntes  J  have  tasted  from  the  hotrlfpuses  of  £iig. 
^ia^d^  but  it  waS;  certainly  very  delicious. 
.b  Having  pJeAteousl^r  refreshed  purnelves^anc} 
Hk^  slaves, and  hors^  being  well  fed  and  rested, 
we.  called  the  negroes  froi|i  their  desoertof  ^evili^ 
ing  and  basking  in  the  win,  aE4  proceede4  upoQ 
^journey.  Tq  onr  grei^t  surprise^  at  t^  veiy 
moiBient  ihe  horses  appeared  at  t\»  4oor  for  our 
4)Bpartiiri^  a  J[arg»  dish  of  sprats,  smoking  from 
th<»  gri^ron,  and  an  immense  bowl  of  mUk^ 
]HWQh|  wetp  ^et  before  us,  Iliis  wa^  quite  a 
»^pat  Mm  ijWitiQji.  ^  ^  n^g^   HAv»»g 


•aten-veiyiieai'tily,  ihd  ittdtil^dhi  copious  !!• 
bfttkms,  we  had  already  done -even  too  much  in 
tbe  way  of  feasting,  bill,  to  my  great  astonish- 
tnefrt,  some  of  the  party  paftctok  with  a  renewal 
of  appetite  which  was  raflier  indicative  of  sitting 
down  to  dinner,  than  of  rising  from  table !  At 
two  o'dock  we  had  commenced  with  punch; 
after  which  came  the  mandram;  at  'three  was 
ierv^d  die  dinner:  busy  eating  and  drinking 
eoblinued  until  five ;  iEind  then  appeaitB  th6 
Ipr^  and  bowl  of  mi!k«pufach  : '  thui  did 
Marly  four  hours  f^ass  in  highbariquetthg  and 
fconvivi*ality  at  this  social  cdCtage.  AtTeiigth, 
du6  boflors*  having  been  done  to  the  putich  knd 
sphiliB,  we  again  put  ourselVea  en  rmte.  W6 
r6de  aloiiig  the  sands  to  a  spot  ciEiUed  S^rsheba^ 
ijehich  is  so  enclosed  amdtag  the  rocks  as  to  form 
a  ns^rkl  fcatiMng-jWacfe.  •  Trom  theiWifi  we  pt^ 
eecMed  to  a  large  mass  of '  rcteks,  lyrftg*  in  the 
wateir/nieat  thfr'edge  of  the  tea,  Wherfe  wefiad 
tito  expectaHbn  of  vie\tiii%  ^a  curious  natund 
jiroductton  cialleJd  the  animal *fla\ver.  Buthfere 
we  were  disappointed ;  for  the  trde  boinsfii^  the 
sea  nitining  high,  and  fhe  wind  stroiig,  Mee  wer^ 
titiabte  to  reai:h  the  spot  where  this  phtenomenpn 
ef  nature  is  ns&fellj' found,  •      -  ; 

Altfiough  \tre  lost  the  of^pbi^nity  of  seeing 
It,  I*cannot  refrafiri  fitnn  giving  ^bu  tlie  account 
of  iSii^  uncomntonjifoti^  ind  its  dwelling*place« 
as  communicated  to  us  by  our  bsother  Maroons* 
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•^Withiu  a  deep  cavei  fonned  m  the  r<k)k|  ts  a 
spacious  natural  hasin  qf  waterj  which  is  about 
eleven  feet  above  low-w^er  mark^  It  is  coU 
^ected  froqi  the  sea  beating  ii^to  the  <^ve  in 
rough  weather;  apd  hence,  that  which  lodg^ 
in  tWs  basia  is  entirely  salt  water,  except  a  very 
small  ^dmii^ture  from  raiq,  which distiU  i«drops^ 
through  the  small  openings  of  the  rock.  In 
the, middle  of  the  basin  is  a  large  stone,. or  piecse 
of  d^t^hed  rock,  V'hich  is  usually  covered. with 
"Wf^tef.  About  this  stope,  and  adhoiiog  t^  its 
sides,  as  if  growing  th^efrom,  are  ^eqn  numberf 
<^  apparently  beautiful  flowers^  finely  vanegated 
in  vivid  Qolp^rs,  and  of  nadiated  form^,  someif 
w^t  reseoiibli^g  the  petals  of  the  gafd^n  amriT 
l^old*  Some  are, of  a  pale  yellow,  or  a  ligh$ 
straw  colour,  tingfd  with  green;  others  of  ft 
gneyish  purple^  in|;ennix^  witll  black  spots. 

T^o  gather  ac^  of  these  seeming  flew^mi  it 
a  task  of  difficulty,  ^r  when  the  hand  ^^r 
prpacl^es  th^,  th^  petals  instantly  coatract^ 
aiid  become  invi^^ible.  If  left  undisturbed  they 
re^appear,  91  the  course  of  a  few  minutei^ 
gradually  e;xpt^iding  into  tl^eir  former  bloom ; 
but  again  retire,  with  surprising  quickness,  oi| 
the  approach  of  the  hand,  a  ca^e,  pr  any  other 
body  that  may.be  directed  tow^ds  them.; 

This  circumstance,  as  yon  will  expect,  led 
tfl  early  inv^tigation  legardiiig  the  nature  ^ 


tlus  singular  flower,  wlieg,  iaitesul  of  a  fi{i» 
biowtng  yegetable)  it  vns  ctiACovered  .to  be  aa 
antinal  that  was  decorated  with  all  this  gaiety  Q^ 
ooloufiDg;  and  hence  tbie  naaoe  ''  aiusi«t 
flower."  ; 

On  examtnatioin  date  body  is  fouad.to,  h§  oS 
a  Uackish-hue,  less  than  an  inch  in  lengtbi  aiMl 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  It  a4* 
beres  by  one  end  to  the  rock,  and  fronii  tl)e  cither 
txtrenvty,  which  projects  outwards,  are  thrpwn 
off  anumberof  fine  membranous  filaments,  in  .a, 
radiafed  and  circular  form :  and  from  the.,poj3ft(( 
or  bead,  at  the  centre  oC  this  circle,  projcjct  f^ut 
lot^  slender  fibrils,  not  unlike  the*  legs  of,  tha 
spider.  -  Thus,  while  'the  body  appears  as  the 
«alyx,  and  the  escpajtded  fiiaotients  as  the  petals* 
these  fibrib  serving  a^  the  stauiina,  complete  tlie. 
resemblance  of  a  regular  and  beautiful  flower. 

It  has  b^en.  suggested,,  tliat  as  this  animal 
is  idmost  whoUy.  deprived  of  locodootive  power,- 
the  fine  colours,  given  to  the  niembpranous  fila- 
ments, serve  as  a  provision  of  nature,  to  allure. 
4nd  bring  within  its  redch  the  smaller  insects, 
upon  whichr  it  feeds;  and  from  the  quick  spoiH 
tsMOus  moti0P  of  the  fine  central  threads,  from 
3ideto  sld^  or  round  the  whole  border  of  tbe 
radiated  circle^  these  may  be  designed  tq 
act  as  ibrceps,  far  conveying  the  food  tp  the 
inouth,  the  extended  filaments  serving  as  an^ 
tfnm^  or  £eelers>  to  discover  the  pfej^  and 


iW  HOTES  OH-TWE  WOT  ^INDIES. 

#otn  their  a^Atnietile  powet  eaclbsifig  it,  when 
•toized/as  in  ar  |>uree,  or  sacculuisi  imtrl  ili&jde^ 
toured.     With  mueh  dkappoiiartineiit  at  not 
bei^g  able  to  eee  fliis  tmtutal  onriosity  of  tfao 
island,  we  left  the  coast,  in  order  to  ascend  the 
lkK)imta}iiOtt9  sufnmit,  o^ed  Hackleton's  tliff ; 
(he  only  spot  \?hieh  vies  with  ijiUoxighby  hill 
ht  bting  the  loftiest  point  of  Barbadoes.    Tkie 
patih  wns^  nigged,  and  smgularty  pr^oipttQU^  Tot 
WAlk  up  it  was  a  degree  of  fktigue  which,  itwa» 
laid,  «£uropeans  ought  not  to  encounter ;  aaul  bc> 
#ide  >ras  not  ff^  from  danger,  besides   being 
t  cruet  labpur  to  the  horses.    But  as  it  wa^ 
contended  tliat  they  would,  better  support  «H9 
toil  tha*  otu^ielves,  we  Urete  induced  to  ce^i^ 
(hiue  tipon  our  saddles,  altluHigh,  ibdeed,  A^\th 
tnvkh  ditiftcttky,  from  the  rapidity  of  the  asceat. 
By  stopping  frequently  to  let  the  pooranfiMls 
itecov^  their  bread),   we  did,   at  length,  reach 
the  summit;  but  never  before  did  1  sit  upon  a 
horse  to  oltmb  So  steep  a  mountain.    In  the 
Alps^  of  &wit;terfatid,   and  of  Savoy,  it  is  not 
uf>usual  to  ride  snlali  horses,  called  Mbuntaiu- 
Ponies,  over  thc' lesser  hills;  but  previous  to 
a^ceitding   the  niorc  dit)icult  aoclivtties  thcie 
ai<e-  afl ways'  changed   for  mules  ;   with  which 
I  have  often  ventured  up  asceots  e\'en  moi« 
iteaVly*  perpendicular    than   Hackletan's  Cliff: 
but  the  mule  is  a  mme  quiet,  a  more  enduring, 
sAid  n^i^M :  patient  animal :   Ut  is  not  iragcibte 


m4  iil»pe(^wws  'Xi}»  the:  hotne^  bA^  tMke9}i&^  :wi 
wck  9itimtip4i^  Im  is  ao  ftcaiatonie<l  to  elitnb* 
i)ig,  tha^  ii9  appeat)  senstbdb  of  all^t^xkngeiy 
priniB4  him,  ajadU  ireful  iQ' every  movement^ 
to  ^Mjisult,  the  ftaf<$ty  of  bimadf  and  bis  ridei 
Hfi  looks  with  oaqtiouat  each  atepping^  and 
Ite  aseert;aiiis  that  hi^  foot  will  bes^ure^  befi>Bt 
he  ventures,  jto  bear  upou  it  the  weight  ftf  Ua 
bjady,  t 

.  In.  th^  Alps  a  nmie  will  carrj  yw  up 
mnimtaina  wht^h  jare  so  steep  aa  to  appear  Jrom 
th?  ysilkgr  quite  pf^rpendicolar,  proctediog^.a 
narrow  path,  in  which.be  cannot  possibly  tiira 
fajBKnself  round,  ^and.pasaiag  doaa  by  the  edge  of 
Ihe  most  terrific  pi!^pices,  ascending  only  by 
inqaaA  of  irrogular  boles  made  aoiong  tbe  roots 
Cif '  trecAy  or  .atl^ppi^ga  rouglily  bn>ken  in  the 
fock ;  yeti  have  you  only  to  give  him  the  bridle 
fUHi  aitBtUI,  ;hi)lding  by  the  mane  tokeep  yourr 
Mlf  frpns  slipping  back,  ^nd  you  are  in  the  nt^ 
inoprf;  safetyi 

.  ,  h^X  I  B^oat  i^um  from  the  Alps,  and  tlfi 
)^is  that  in  coasequaace  of  our  feasting  delay 
at  the  Sayhmise^  and  the  time  required  to  go  up 
vtfaf  qliffy  we  £wtid  tbe  evening  stealing  upon  us 
before  we  came  to  the  b>p.  Tlif)  soii  haci  aiveady 
^onk  too  )oi^  to  gikl  the  landMape  with  ica  rays, 
or  to  eitUven  tbe  view  of  the;  ocean,  wiA  tbe 
^jg^^Mi^  which  sImmw  pfMNl  our  visit  to  Hti- 
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bugbby  hilt;  but,  ftom  what  I  hare  trlid^ 
htddxjff  thuif  your  imaginatioii  wHl  readily  Mig^ 
got  to  yea  the  beauties  of  tbe  scenery^  and  Uie 
^tsnt  of  the  prospect  from  Rackleton's  CJIHK 
Ffom  vie\^ing  the  delightitil  variety  around,  at 
Oae  decline  of  day,  the  effect  was  new  and  pleas* 
ittg.  '  A  soft  and  placid  picture  succeeded  M  the 
iftiong  and  vivid  colours  of  noon :  -  the  landscape, . 
though  less  bright,  was  not,  perhaps,  less  ittter*** 
esting^r  ^^^f  ^9  ^^^  ^^^<'  visited  Mount  Hit- 
loQghby  ifi  a  full  glow  of  light;  we  dk)  not 
lameot  that  we  saw  Hackletoq^  Oii0^  under  the 
retifing  beai|)S  erf  evening. 

Unnc^ectedly  we  feuud  the  top  of  this  ele* 
rated i^attx>  be  a  wide-escteiidtsd  surface,  centered 
with  hetb$g6)*  and  so  gradually  decliuirig  on  tfM 
t>pposite  std^^  thfit  on  turning  our  faces  from  th« 
steep  pFfecipice  of  thfe  past,  we  appeared  ^o  bd 
upon  a  broad  plain,  instead  of  a  rude'  summit 
which  formed  neatly  *the  higheat  point  of  land  hi 
the  island.  On  the  cliff  we  visited  tbie* estate  of 
Mr.  Stewart, 'at  which  is  a  )>tfeatont  fcouse,  de« 
lightfally  situated,  neat  theiitt^wl^y  par*  of 
^his  high  lnm|,  bearing  no  appMMnice  ai'  iieing  ^ 
•o  yav^t,  or  within  so  slimi* a'  distance  of  the 
(tupeudbu^  precipice  wi>icli.fe  near  it^  "  ■  ' 
.'  '  ■  Ginger  is ihe  produce'  of  tb<i -pianiafion.  We 
saw  great  iHifHantitfes  bf  this -toot  spread  before 
the  house,  upon  n  large  sqiiafo  n^tly  paved,, fo# 


4i«  piMpcMi^olf  dpf kig  it/ prepnatorj  to  swdyB^ 
IHo  fnaHB«t<       .:■■»'.-  -..^ 

» <  ^  From  Mr.  SteU^rtTs  tre*  proceeded  *  (otlM 
ColUMti'eitat^  wbcre^.we  pin^s^  tsikuigiitir 
our  qtlafttn'  ft>r  eho^^ighk^  Od  our  wajil  hapFi^ 
p^iu^d  t<>»  leam  t)mt  the  gentlensuv  ofttlfeliovM 
\fi3s  tipt  ajlprtwd  dl^^mr  kutendedvinli;  aodoa; 
distovenji^g  this^  it  siteniod-to^  me  ikitiit would 
^  o»iy  n  neoeiste^y  jdvilityf  to  abqpdufifr  him  witk 
H;  rtUerefbre  proposj^'thtt  vfn  shoald  despatdi 
in  avsmt'  c^Her  ^Co  announce  >diir  .mpproid^ 
}e»t>9  fronv  d^sevj^iog  so  '  large-  &.  party, '  uneK^ 
pect€dly^  (lie  Gauntly -might  briipve  iiiftto^beiiii 
iMd  ijt'  hohkf  ^  Maro^ms ;  oiv  atil  1 . woatse^  mighi 
mistake  us  for  a  foraging  party,  coxping  to  lev/ 
Mitt4butic(n»  Upon  the  ^ttateTlmt.I  was  de- 
fthid  id  suspend  my  atixi^sty^aAdbeasaiansd'th^ 
IWsfeMid  tfM  fj^l  to  meet  with  good ^ocoduBO -^ 
Jftions^  and' It  sincere  VNftcDhie,  by  oidy  sa^ 
Mtthomg  ourselves  ^tM.proprfhpet^m;''  mriA 
tikis  Itiforfnatkm  pt(We4  to^  be  perfect)|r  corttedy 
IbrMf.  Jlollmgi»trortb  greeted  ^imeotdially^  k«d^ 
entertamed'ti$iwJ€ii  aVt  the  geiminte'hd^pitaltliy) 
e£  tie  idatad;  >^  Mgjb^ :  TiskofSic eight  slavte,  c»ii»i 
6|giit^4iOTM^^tiAi«^llif»piiig:i4  vohiiat;  nof^oeij 
iod  at:  j/ight,.  :^i««siiei  ;^de^vad..  wiib :  audb  liUMifi. 
imtMLiaiidiisb/^as:.  4)ob8uiii|e'j^  i^trnt^l^mc^i 
tlie>Uiirt>^(^MMfal  bdtei.bMuJjcg^iiliyjlaajMii 
No  cold^  or  focMdy)mg<9SmmM^{  inoMieim 
htthj^or  diswd^ ;  ^o  d^miigisii^id  sif  .the  Ifcuse- 
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%tiA  tmscHisiMfotBd.  ,We  mie  att  ianipdifttlBr 
at  heme,'  no  surprise  or  inconvoMtaM  vwal 
#fitiotd';  not^an;  ittdHvidtifil  wfts  teximos^ded; 

wf^itkere  the  sligh teat  mark  bf  i  i«t»mi|itipii<  in 
Mf  A^rtmmt  dfr  this  iuM|)iUibk;  d«r^Uiiigi 
Tli«>usualwcldrito»«iaiiita)iiedi an4  it  afipe^n^ 
ii  if'  we^  i«rereMa  pUrt  o€  iiic  femily^./  XJifc 
muucmc  A«rite»  the  ooafusioo  aod  eiDbfttira^taaieMI 
kbtiqojiomiuQii,  ttpuDc  siutulaf  oecfiaiQiia^  trt;Sii9T 
biMl^  were  lotterly .  jankooiyn. .  Tbe.  brinkmios 
puneh-bowi  was  aet  btfore  usi  aftfl  fdetMOt  i}vo{ 
ly  cod  va-astioa  pre(VailQd :  ,«oOa  the  fUppM  ^t9iM( 
#ii;to:fupdier  feasting^  whkhccmtmiil>iubl^l)tbi| 
tecmt  of  XBpoie.*  ...  j.-i-n 

>:;  ^e  retinal  toire^t^  acooftUng  U>  tb^  ciiiiMiMl 
^fi'MiCOBitxyv  ii  au  eajly  boun  ,I>4*$.  Mahtetji 
Clegfaom^atel  Qp}iself  were  aoc<w9tmo(iaRed  ifik<w» 
ipacioUaroQin.  -  It  l¥ii$^  tbe/fiftot  i9i|;bt  ^«.atepl^ 
iKL shore,  and  you iviU  jw%e,  of: tlm  t^mpemtuM 
«£  those  Mgi<Hift»  wiien  t  teU  y^w  tjiat,  .irt  ^ik 
dori  {>art  of  tlie  iftost  Wiadwwd  lalafid,  abd  m 
the  mon^  of  :Ed»*4»ary/  We  ml.>op^Ql  Uio/«tO'» 
4o«rs,drthe  K6oia>'aadt^thrftir.adide.aM  thecfted^ 
diDgaad'okntbes,  proitf^ipigitOietoh^peiacinoldjft^ 
a'iNud.iMitrcb9i,//ahdAjsi^glieiabe^t(:  'With  Am 
midjgcrtwht  we  jpassed  ijbber  nigfaftibt'SAuiidioal) 
pbi^dUv^jrcise  at  amIiQiihd  irieraang^  hMy^pfd^ 
ppwrfJgriapQthgCfmaBQoptaglji^    ;.   ,'m' >    X 

j>u  Jf  ei  tt)^  Jb^if^bfiMkfeit  .tc^iiee^  thQ^B^faiA 


passed  an  estate  called  ^^  Society/'  and  ^  ov  hp^ 
|;(Ff)acbi^  tbe.o^IIege  froia  tlie  lu^ifnd^df  tliat 
fm44Ct»  i^i9iobj(aH^.4.$nfe  ytew  <^  the  hniMiflgi 
M^i^  tl^^l^i^;f>ft^)jirj^igh  itstfipd^  and  theAvkk 
eq^^ai^se  of  the,Aea>  :f})^|d  IteiRure  .iti  f>e^oBad^ 
ppg  fcoo&  tj^  jj^l.wa  oxeit  with  the  fiaaat  av<Mm 
c]^,i99q{i^|iV^jp4bt>ag!e.tfGea^that  we  bsd.teqn  ia 
«]|f(jsMd.   :   .-j\^  :  ,.   .  ■■   -r   ,1   ,'■ 

•  XhecQy/i^  wai  lounged  And  ridilyiendow^ 
ed  by  Colonel  Codrington,  with   the  generous 
a^d  yery  ]a[u^b}e  ilesigRof  fsstabUihtng  ai  great. 
fq^.)if^(i4.  sfiJSH^ry  for  tke  educaiiDn  vof  tfat 
jS«V^  pf  .3avl)%)oM ;  th^;  iibend  founder,  approi 
&^9g  i*«  ^vmim  <»f  itwo.  large  »tkto  to.tl» 
institution,  in  thft)d^eitO^  afficindinfef  an  .wffAri 
liqpijtjK.  to  t^  .cF§0k:gQiierattans  i>£  Iko  isLwd^- . 
^CfK^iy i^ittg  leaminf^  and  fitting  theimelim^Sk ' 
^^p4l;IWft  dut4i»9^9f  jSQciety^  and  bf  their.in^ 
^tlii^M^  >t^tio9a„  VHitl)0«it  inoi«rHDg  th^iexfeHsiir 
fiCfu^  ^uii^peaiji  ^dMf^tton.: :  But  tlw  beMvofent 
isy^tSHM  ^f  jth«:lC*jloftd.Ua;Ye  not  been  duly  ro^ 
gmrdied.;   Thfi^ifftfitti  intended  fw  t^s  best  of 
WfB<«»  Iwive  J?^%,  jqiiairfercd  away,  and  ^ 
^«  i^f«r*B«&Uy/i»feglected-^^  Tim 

mW^rb  s4i6m  vrhipJ^  W*^  plairoedy  li»  dottwi 
4;»ji4)>#(l,.,^^^  th#  !p«t,.thai:.iras  ejfecM 

|l»*oli*P»M»IWf«l  ftegfeet^,  bcbil  ;b»ou^ht'  itM 
m^^9^  « 0niyiiwie;irid^teftbe»in tended  ^|ilW 


ififi  NOTES  OH  THE   WtW  INDIES. 

giaoeuyf  tlioeecdnceraed^  hsuA  foUg  'bMti  left  ttf 

:..  ::'Tlie  preaent  maMger,  bighl}*  to  hk  honbr^ 
limiidcoi  niuch  toward  recaveHiig  the^  estate^ 
•faU /directing  the  firnds,  arkhi^'tltoireft'crm,  ^iorto 
tfafiir/|n^)€r  chtsneL  By  his  car*  A  very  c^nsi^ 
ikiabfe  ftiHBihas  been  recelitly  accttiliViilaft^  and 
tbe  partijof^  the  buiI<Uiig'\vbicli  ba9  beeti  tttct^ 
edy  is  now  undergoing  a  repair,  in  the  hi^ 
of  iuniiif.it  from  utber  and  'prrtKiafdre^cJestruc- 
tion;.  ;    ,     ■   ,i    .'    ■  * 

1  '  The  walls  ane  built  of  stone,  and  ateof%»* 
eommon^  strengths  They  withstood  tlie  dfeaM^ 
]iurr*^:aiie<if  1780,  and  appear  to  be  still  ca|(aMlf 
ai  a:  complete  restoratioh,  but  it  mivst  be  ml  greol 
lih^iyr,  and  a  prodigious  expanse. 
/.I  lAs.we  were  viewing  the  large  hall,  and  tfat 
•tepri,  we  reqeiived  a  ffiessage  fmni  the  iMMe^ 
the'fifin  Mr.Thoaits,  reqilestingvs  t«talMi  bfeak^ 
^t  4ivitlL  him:  botoiii^piari  fbr  the  day,  -atidHlti^ 
,  w^agOBEients  Uith  Mn  H^llingswdtth;  did  nbt 
*  dllcm  lis  to  dccept  the  invitation.  We  had,  Mw^ 
ever^  an  opportuiiiiy  of  thairfcinghlih,  bymak.^ 
mg  bioi  a  viait  in '  the  h(mst  built  for  thfe  pritb- 
'  «ipfll  ofl.the  ooHegb,  which^w^  werfrfi^rry  tb^ 
m»fi^  like  tUe  either  parts^of'therftrutftAm, -herd 
)twni  ieft 4mheeded,' Slid  was  fttMtftg-ftfto'tfoin^ 
»tiyeiy,yottthftrf  detty.  Mr.^ThOAfa*!  sHo#fc(i 
m^  btodd:  in  ^wond,.  wc(mii\o|g"tb  tlift 'Oi»ij|tiMa 
diligtn  ibut'if^tbe^buUdidgilMUi  b&^^nifBMi 


upo<i^  tbid  plon^  Bttrbatibe^  ^itiriglit  Have  tibisted 
a'  college,  vyjnj^an  gn^deUr,*  dntf  elegance  of 
^tmcture,  trith  tbe  gt^Mst'  orfiaihehts  of  ^^6r'- 
celebrated  univeraJtiek  of  Ihfe^mbther-cbuntry.^ 
The  model,  like  the  builditlg,  feeling'd)e  desmio 
tive  efiect  of  th^  dimate,  and  of  sadneglect/^ai^' 
fast  cnraiMiiig'  into  a  state  of  decay. '  - 
.     Twelve  boys,  oiily)  arfe  yet  admitted  *o<i  the^ 
foundation,  and  tb^Mi,  jnstdad  of  ocbufrjring'any' 
part: of'  the  coUiege  buitdlngi  are  a6c6mmod^ted 
in  the  house  of  the  master,  the  parlout  being 
oonverted  into  a  kind  6f  a  scfaool^roomr 

We  feturned  t»  Mr.  HoUingsworth's  by  a' 
dtfieient  voad,  from  that  we  had  taken  in  going,  ^ 
akcendingMmehigli  land  n^r  the  college,  called' 
'*Co|ich  Hill.'*^  This  ride  afforded  us  an  oppor* 
Ittnifty  of  seemg  a  numerous  gang  of  negroes 
grouped  in  :the  middle  of  a  field,  taking  their 
breakfast,  during  the  temporary  suspension  aT- 
lowed  them  from  labour.  They  were  seated  upon 
the  bare  earth,  and  exposed  to  the  full  scorching 
of  the  sua.  ' 

On  our  arrival  we  found  a  handsome  break* 
last  prepared  for  us,  and  neatly  served  in  a  large 
cool  room,  with  all  the  taste  and  fashion  of  the 
West  Indies*  While  partaking  of  it  I  several 
times  detected  my  thoughts  wandering  to  the* 
poor  blacks  hi  the  field,  contemplating  the  sim- 
plicity df  their  f^,  and  the  humble  natural* 
board  on  which  it  waisfhre^,  ^    '  '  '    ^ 

VOL.  I.  o 


The  Cp})e|oii*eAtateit  <m6  of  the  largeit  uk 

tbe  island.    It  kf  at  present^  the  property  of  a. 

Mi^.  CoUetoiiy  who  rQfticles  in  liOndon.    TW 

direction  and  sole  management  of  it  are  left  to 

Mr.  Hollings worth;  and  the  owner  is  fortunate 

bf.  giving  her  confidence  to  a  person  of  hi^ 

honor  and  int^gri^^  who  does  erery  justice  to  the 

esta4:€^  and  the  proprietor.  At  this  plantation  we 

witnessed  the  mqde  of  claying^  or  (as  they  com* 

mott^  term  it)  mpnfomg  sugar.     This   is  « 

very  siqiple  process  by  which  the.sugar  is  much 

whitened^  and  increased  in  value*  A  coating  <^ 

cjay/  softened  nearly  to  a  liquid  state  with  wa* 

.ter,  is  ^i?ead  over,  the  surface  of  thesi^^>  at 

it  stands  in  the  deep  earthen  pots  into  whidi  k; 

is  xeceived  from  the  boiler,  and  the  fluid  parts 

gradual^  draining   away,    the  clay  becomes: 

hardened  into  a  dry  cake  at  the  top ;  while  the 

water  passes  through  the  whole  of  the  sugar,  and 

carries  with  it  a  considerable  portion  of  the  me* 

la$$es,  pas^ng  off  by  an  opening  at  the  bottom 

of  the  pot,  leaving  the  sugar  greatly  whitened^ 

and  improved.    The  clay  having  become  hard 

and  contracted,   is;  easily  removed  from   the 

surface.     We   saw  it  lifted  from  several  of 

the  pots ;  and  the  difierwce  between  the  sugar 

in  these  and  in  the  vessels  which  had.not  beea 

subjected  to  the  same  process  was  very  striking. 

After  being  thus  treated  the  sugar  aells  at  a 

price  nearly  one  third  highez;,  than  in  its  raw 
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state :  other  advantages  are  likewise  said  to  de^* 
rive  to  the  planter  from  this  partial  mode  of  re* 
fining  the  produce  of  his  canes.  Soon  after 
breakfast  we  resumed  our  marooning  wanderings, 
taking  our  departure  from  the  Colleton  estate 
impressed  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  kind  re* 
ception,  and  the  very  warm  hospitali^  it  had 
afforded  us. 

After  leavidg  Mr.  HollingswortVs,  "  Clarke's 
Court,**  and  "  Kendair  estates,  were  the  two  ear- 
liest  plantations  which  arrested  our  attention^ 
The  latter  is  under  the  direction  of  a  very  singu* 
lar  and  eccentric  character, whose  great  ambition 
is  to  act  differently  from  other  men ;  and  who 
finds  a  secret  pleasure  in  deviating  from  esta- 
blished rules.  His  mill  is  oddly  trimmed,  the 
sails  strangely  cut,  and  all  the  works,  by  some 
deviation  or  other,  made  peculiar.  Among  a  mulr 
titude  of  other  singularities  he  has  planteda  patch 
of  pigeoti  peas  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  field 
of  canesj  in  order  to  allure  the  borers  from,  the 
sugar,— a  piece  of  policy  very  like  setting  a  dish 
of  tough  beef  before  an  alderman  to  seduce  his 
appetite  from  a  haunch  of  venison ! 

From  Kendall's  we  rode  to  "  Drax-Hall,'' 
the  largest  plantation  of  the  island,  and  the 
property  of  the  Grosvenor  family.  The  house  is 
a  spacious  and  venerable  edifice,  quite  proportion*  * 
ate  to  the  size  of  the  estate,  which  we  observedi 
bad  two  mills^  and  a  doable  set  pf  works  for 
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the  preparation  of  the  sugar.  This,  was  also  the 
case  at  the  large  estates  of  Colleton  and  Ken- 
dall 

No  interruption,^— no  chasm  occurs  in  the 
hospitality  of  Barbadoes !  It  is  universal,  and 
literally,  as  justly,  entitles  it  to  be  I'ariked 
among  the  "  friendly  isles.**  In  all  the  liberality 
of  the  country  Mr.  Chatterton  of  Drax-Hall, 
invited  us  to  pass  the  day  at  the  good  old  man* 
sion,  kindly  proffering  us  every  friendly  ac- 
commodation. But  it  was  not  consistent  with 
our  plan  to  take  up  our  quarters  at  so  early  an 
hour;  we  were  therefore  compelled  to  violate 
our  inclinations,  which  would  have  detained  us 
throughout  the  day  at  the  HalK  After  having 
the  refreshment  of  some  wine  and  water,  we  pur- 
sued our  ride,  and  passing  by  way  of  a  wood^ 
called  after  the  name  of  the  plantation  *^  Drax- 
Hall  wood,**  we  proceeded  to  the  estate  of 
•'  Spendlove,**  wh^ch  is  under  the  care,  and  very 
excellent  management  of  Mr.  John  Waith,  a 
gentleman  in  no  degree  less  hospitable  than  any 
we  had  seen  in  the  island,  and  although  very 
active,  no  less  fat  and  good-humoured  than 
some  of  our  well-fed  yeomen  who  feast  upon 
the  best  things  of  England. 

Spendlove  was  our  place  of  dinner.  Whilst 
this  was  preparing,  we  begged  permission  to  see 
the  negro-yard,  and  to  extend  our  visit  into 
some  of  the  huts,  being  desirous  to  inspect  the 
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habitations,  and  observe  the  mode  of  h*fe  of  the 
slaves.  ,  It  was  remarked  to  us  that  the  negroes 
were  tenacious  of  their  home,  and  disliked  to 
have  their  huts  exposed  to  the  prying  eye  of 
strangers.  We  accordingly  treasured  the  in- 
formation, promising  not  te  be  too  minute, '  hut 
to  regulate  our  curiosity  with  all  becoming  de^ 
corun^  Paying  due  regard  to  the  feelmgs  and 
prejudices  of  the  sable  inhabitants :  and  I  should 
have  been  truly  mortified  not  to  have  had  this 
opportunity  of  telling  you,  from  the  testimony 
both  of  my  eyes  and  ears,  the  very  comfortable^ 
and,  I  might  say,  happy  state  in  which  we 
found  the  slaves  of  Spendlove. 

In  your  future  good  wishes  for  the  comfort 
of  the  poor  Africans  forget  not  to  pray  that  all 
masters  may  possess  hearts  as  kind,  and  humane^ 
as  that  which  beats  in  the  bosom  of  **  Jack 
Waith,**  this  being  the  title  by  which  that 
gentleman  is  best  known  in  the  island.  The 
friendly  indulgence  of  the  master  is  amply  r^ 
paid  by  the  attachment  of  his  slaves;  and  the 
history  of  Mr-  Waith  and  his  gang,  m^y  st^n4 
fa  everlasting  repro^ph  to  the  self-arrogating 
opinion  which  maintains  tl^at  negroes  know 
not  the  divine  sentiment  of  gratitude,  bu^  are 
most  treacherous  toward  die  master  who  treats 
them  best  Were  this  the  fact,  as  is  notunp 
frequently  asserted,  it  would  offer  itself  ia 
diirept   opposition  to  a  groat  law  of  bumao 

03 
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nature, ;  and  would  place  the  blacks  very  far 
indeed  bdow  the  whites}  but,  however  much 
individual  instances  might  seem  to  connivance 
the  opinioui  these,  perhaps,  do  not  occur  more 
frequently  among  Africans,  than  among  Euto 
peans,  and  surely  cannot  be  considered  to  arise 
snore  from  any  original  defect  in.  them,  thaa 
ive  should  be  willing  to  admit  that  t^  do 
in  ourselves.  Such  instances  are  only  the  re- 
sult of  depravity  in  either,  and  proceed  from 
a  pefwrsiMf  not  from  a  genuine  principk  of 
nature;  and  hence  cannot  in  the  one,  more 
than  in  the  other,  serve  to  establish  any  genftral 
4naxim. 

By  kind  attentions,  and  occasional  indul** 
gences  to  his  slaves,  Mn  Waith  had  so  melio* 
rated  their  condition,  so  softened  to  them  the 
hardships  of  slavery,  and  so  improved  their  com-' 
forts,  as  to  attach  them  to  htm,  by  the  secure  ties 
lt)f  affection  and  gratitude.  The  loud  clang  of 
^  the  whip  was  seldom  heard  among  them,  and  the 
Mnartings  of  its  painful  lash  were  scarcely  dreads 
ed}  for  a  better  principle  than  feat  impelled 
them  to  their  duty.  Th^r  friendship  for  their 
master  made  his  interests  their  own;  and 
%heir  gratitude  rendered  his  safety  the  object  of 
their  solicitude,  and  even  of  their  lives.  Of 
this  he  had,  in  two  gteat  instances,  known  the 
.  tnost  unequivocal  proof;  one  when  the  negroes 
^f  the  estates  had  formed  a  ^coQSpiracy  to  jw9 


up6n  ih&^  «iaflters;  the  otb^r  upofi  ttti  dam 
liemg  given  tfaat  the  isla^  was  attacked  by  tht 
fVefnch!  Oo  both  tbeie  occasioi^  the  slavek 
l>f  Spendlove  voluntarily  oflfered  to  lay  doMrH 
Aeir  lives  in  drfence.of  Mr.  Waith  and  his 
house.  i       '• 

At  the  ne^o-yards  it  is  common  for  tlit 
felavet  to  plant  fruits  and  vegetabjesi  and  to 
nise  stock.    Some  of  them  keep  a  pig,  seme  a 
goaty    some  Guinea  fowls^   ducks,    chickeaSi 
pigeons,  or  the  Hke.    At  one  of  the  liuts  of 
^ipendlove,  vre  saw  a  pig^    a  goat,   a  young 
kid,    ^ome  pigeons,    and  some  chickens,    all' 
Ae  property  of  an  individual  slave.    Thisjs 
mere  favor,  but  it  gratifies  :  and  amuses  the 
n^oes,  and  becomes,  in  various  ways,  highly 
useful.    The  little  garden,  and.  their  stock,  not 
only  affbrd  them  employment  and  recrisation  for 
^&eir   leisu)'e  moments,    but  create   a  degree 
of   interest    in'  the  spot,   and  excite  feelings 
of   kindness    toward  the    master,    who  both 
grants  and  protects  the  indulgence.    The  negro* 
yard,  viewed  from  a  short  distance,  forms  an 
object  of  highly  interesting  and  picturesque 
scenery :  it  comprises  all  the  little  huts,  inter- 
mixed with,  and  more  or  less  concealed  by  the 
variety  of  shrubs  and  fruit-trees,  which  kindly 
lend   their  shade;    likewise   the  many  small 
patdies  of  gavden-ground  around  them,  and  the 
diffBveat'^oies  of  stock,  some  appevtng  ia 
'    o  4 
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pfini^  som^,  tied  .Vy  tbq  Jeg,  w  tbe  Aeek,  and 
f0iD9  nurtiiogat  Uir|^;  if  II  be:«y€iDiBg,  yo* 
^V:e.^U<>.tbe  crowd  of  nfj^oASiips^  and  feoia}^ 
M  ti}ey.;cb^ce  to  bflrftt^riesV  Qt  moviflg  is 
ibHsy  -Qpcupfttion,;  som^  piWfWg  frooi  but  to  hui^ 
some  dancing  to  their  favorite  music,  spoq^ 
^jttiog  at.the  do9r  with  t^  pipe  in  th^r  nqouths, 
imd  others  ^loking  (hejr  loy^4  ^^^r  m^der  ^ 
bro^  l^of  t^  plantain.  The  picture  is  als^ 
%rtliei:  .en){iven^  by  the  .groups  of.  b^aqk 
children ;  so^e  running  and  skjppipg  abou)t^ 
^ome  sqatedj  playing  before  tbe  doors,  in  Na^ 
ture's  eboii  dres^j  and  some,  unaUc;  to  waib^ 
Attempting  little  excnrsions  upQu  their  hands 
find  fee(,  P6rb#p^  within  sq  sips^l  a  spa^e, ,  few 
9cenM  could  oiFer  so  ip^ich  to  i9t9rpsty  or  to  a^l 
th^  pencil  of  a  painter. 

..They  are  at  liberty  to  take  the.  whole  of 
their  own  private  ^tock  to  market,  and  to  .pro- 
cure whatevei:  adjditional  comfoits  they  prefer 
with  the  money  it  produces.  3trapge  as  it  may 
appear,  the  markets. of  the  island  depend  almost 
.wholly  ypon  this  mode<)f  supply.  They  are  aU 
held  weekly,  and  qpon  the  Sunday ;  that  beiag 
the  day  when  the  negroes  are  free  from  lab<Mi^ 
and  have  leisure  to  attend. 

Mr.  Waith  has  learned  tbjO  h^ppy  art  of 
govemi^g  his  slp,ves  with  kind^sSi  and  he  finds 
it  a  better  steward  than  the  whip.  With  greajt 
goodness  of  heart  h^  indulges  Ipin  Q^  bjm^uiiie 


Seeliiig^  and  finds  it  better  policy  thao  using 
stripes;  He  is  a  inan  of  social  manners,  and 
would  certainly  deceive  Lavatel^  bimselfi  if^  he 
possessed  not  all  tl^e  generosity  and  benevolence 
fer  which  he  has.  obtained  such  universal  credit; 
for  all  this  is  plainly  wiitten  upon  his  brow.  He 
is  of  a  ruddy  complexibn^  and  with  an  uncommon 
4iegree  ofi  fatness^  is  very  active,  said  appears  td 
iNtve  all  the  strong  health  of  an  Europiean. 
Never  was  entertainment  more  bountifuli  or 
given  with  greater  liberality,  or  a  more  cordial 
welcome,  than  at  the  plantation  of  Spendlova 
punch  and  mandram .  preceded  the  dinner ;  at 
table  was  ain  extensive  variety  of  good  things ; 
and  after  the  cloth  was  removed,  the  board  was 
spread  with  fruits  of  various  kinds,  togetlier 
with  claret,. port,  and  madeira  wines,  and  goava- 
puncht 

The  round  of  feasting  having  continued 
for  several  hours,  it  was  followed,  like  our 
dinner  at  the  Bay-house,  by  new  pjrovocatives; 
md  the  appetite,  having  already  conHinted  more 
thaUfit  required,  was  invited  to  take  more  than 
it  ought,  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of 
smoking  sprats,  hot  lobsters,  and  a  large  bowl 
rf  milk-punch,  ^  ' 

Mr*  Waith's  father  and  brother  came  from 
their  different  plantations  to  meet  us  at  Spend** 
ioife,  and  were  of  the  party  at  dinner.    The  old 

llttotleioan  13  m  uftccmnnoDly  haodsamo  num, 
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sixty  years  of  age,  with  all  the  health  and 
spirits  of  a  person  of  forty.  He  iinot  so  fiit 
as  his  son,  but  trbs  enbonpoint  Ue  is  jocose 
and  lively^  a  facetious  companion,  highly  coq- 
yivial,  and,  in  the  full  spirit  of  the  West  Indies, 
a  perfect  bon  vhant.  '  He  intreated  us,  with 
much  kindness  and  urgent  solicitation,  to  make 
a  visit  to  his  estate  before  we  leave  Barbadoes^ 
ap^ogizing  in  bis  own  mirthfld  way,  for  not 
having  it  in  his  power  to  oflfer  us  more  than  a 
^^  plain  farmer's  dinner, — a  pg^  a  duck,  and  a 
turkey  cock'' 

In  order  to  reach  Bridge^town  in  \m^  to 
go  on  board  to  sleep,  we  left  Spendlove  earlier 
than  our  inclinations  would  have  dictated.  Om 
our  way  we  called  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ellcock, 
brother  to  an  eminent  physician  of  that  name, 
whom  we  had  met  at  Dr.  Hinde's.  The  road  lead- 
ing to  the  mansion  was  bordered  by  the  stately 
mountain*cabbage  trees,  which  are  so  peculiarly 
calculated  to  form  a  grand  and  imposing  ap- 
proach  to  a  gentleman's  dwelling.  These  were 
the  finest  which  had  yet  occurred  toourobstrva* 
tion,  not  excepting  those  we  h^  seen  at  the 
college.  Mr.  EUcock's  is  the  most  modem,  an4 
most  tluropean-looking  abode  we  met  with  ia 
the  course  of  our  toun  The  house  and  little 
flower-garden  before  it,  resemble  those  of  £ng^ 
land.  Near  to  the  door  is  a  cool  avepue  form* 
^  an  ai^reeable  promcnadej  deeply  shaded  wxk 


the  foiiage  of  a  very  handsome  tree  ^led  the 
**  Evergreen." 

We  wdked  into  the  small  garden  before  the 
hottse,  which  is  laid  out  d  VAnglaise,  and  hat 
much  more  correctly  the  appearance  of  aa 
English  garden,  than  the  many  very  humble 
imitations,  which  Englishmen  are  so  often  in* 
vited  to  see  in  France,  Germany,  and  other  parta 
of  the  continent,  under  the  abused  tit^  of 
'*  Jardin  Anglois.** 

Mr.  EUoock's  favorite  pursuit  is  botany. 
He  is  occupied  in  obtaining  an  extensive  col- 
lection of   rare  and  select  plants,   and  of  the 
difierent  species  of  tropical  fruits  and  trees.   He 
is  particularly  curious  regarding  his  orchard;  but 
unfortunately  he  was  from  home,  and  the  key 
was  not  to  be  found ;  hence  we  lost  the  oppor^^ 
tunity  of  seeing  {)erhaps  the  most  varied,  and 
valuable    assemblage    of    fruit-trees    in    ikit 
island.    Nor  could  we  even  steal  one  look  at  it 
through  any  opening,  for  the  gate  was  close  as 
the  door  of  a  convent,    and  the  surrounding 
fence  was  a  high  hedge  of  the  lignum  vitae,  so 
thick  and  impenetrable  as  to  resist  even  the 
prying  eye  of  curiosity. 

Both  the  orchard  and  garden  were  origin- 
ally planned,  and  have  been  wholly  planted 
under  the  immediate  inspection  of  Mr.  Ellcock, 
to  whose  taite  and  industry  every  credit  is  dut 


f  9^  NOTES   qm  THE  WUT  INDI£8. 

foif  t^  iBfproMements  made,  and  the  very  valu* 
able  productions  already  brought  together. 

Although  disappointed  in  this  visit,  we 
}iave  still  an  eye  to  the  collection,  and  do  not 
intend  to  let  it  escape  without  minute  ob« 
nervation ;  fpr  should  it  happen  that  we  may  be 
called  aw»y,  before  we  can  return  to  it  ourselves, 
.we  have  made  known  its  situation  to  a  friend  of 
DursL  ^yhose  industry  and  acuteness  in  the  science 
of  botany  will  not  allow  a  twig  or  a. flower  .to 
pass  unnoticed.  Our  colleague,  Dr.  Wright,  is 
told  where  to  find  it,  and  as  he  is  of  the  Charib- 
hep  island,  staff,  and  may  remain  Icmg^  b^e 
than  ourselves,  or  may  possibly  be  stationed  in 
the  island,  it  will  be  the  greatest  pleasure 
perhaps,  that  could  offer  to  him,  to  explore  this 
depdt  of  tropical  plants. 

From  Mr.  Ellcoqk's  we  rode  to  Bridge* 
4own  without  further  delay,  and  arrived  in  time 
to  go  off  to  the  Lord  Sheffield  before  the  pro- 
hibited hour  of  nine,  after  which  no  boats  are 
permitted  to  leave  the  shore* 

To  bring  into  one  point  the  sum  of  gratifi* 
cation  afforded  by  this  delightful  excursion, 
would  be  a  work  of  difficult^'.  You  will  form 
some  id^  of  it  from  the  loose  details  I  have 
marked.  It  has  offered  us  an  abundant  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  whole  face  of  the  island ; 
of  viewing  fnany  pf  the  different  plantations ;  of 
observing  tht?  produce,  and  method  of  cuUiva^ 
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tion;  of  witnessing  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  inhabitants ;  and  of  noticing  the  labours 
and  habits  of  life  of  the  slaves ;  whom  we  hav« 
seen  in  the  fields,-^in  their  huts, — ia  the  sugar- 
works, — about  the  houses, — at  their  moments  of 
rest  and  retirement,  and  amidst  all  their  various 
occupations  and  modes  of  employment. 


V* 
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LETTER    XXIV. 

Carlisle  Bay,  Feb.  S9. 

It  proves  that  we  might  have  lengthened  our 
marooning  excursion,  without  the  slightest  inter** 
ruption  from  the  fear  of  being  called  away  to  St 
Domingo.  Scarcely  any  vessels  arrived  in  the  bay 
during  our  absence,  and  very  few  have  come  in 
fince  our  return.  Our  solicitude,  concerning 
the  comndander  in  chief  and  the  convoy,  is  still 
undicbinished*  One  ship  left  them  in  one  lati- 
tude, another  in  another,  one  parted  from  tht 
fleet  in  the  bay  of  Biscay,  another  off  Portugal, 
a  third  off  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  others  iiji 
different  latitudes.  Some  suppose  the  convoy 
to  have  put  into  Lisbon,  some  say  Gibr^tar, 
and  others' various  other  ports.  All  is  still  en- 
veloped in  a  cloud  of  uncertainty. 

One  vessel  has  at  length  reached  Barbadoes, 
which  sailed  subsequent  to  ourselves.  It  is  a 
Glasgow  trader,  and  you  will  Judge  what  mul- 
titudes thronged  on  board,  as  soon  as  she  enter- 
ed the  harbour,  to  ask  for  news.  She  brings 
papers  of  January,  and  we  are  much  gratified 
to  learn  that  the  admiral  had  written  to  England^ 
so  late  as  the  fourth  of  that  mottthj  saying 


that  he  -had^  then,  with  him  one  hundred  and 
eleven  sail !    ^ 

At  this  very  interesting  period  of  suspense^ 

if  a  strange  vessel  enter  the  bay,   the  whole* 

harbour  becomes  a  crowded  and  moving  scene, 

in  consequence  of  almost  every  ship  sending  off 

a  boat  to  seek  tidings  of  the  fleet    You,  who 

can  feel  for  our  soKcitude,  will  compassionatai 

our  disappointment,  when  we  happen  to  find 

that    she    is  not  direct  from   England.    This 

frequently  occurs,  and  we  return  loaded  with 

chagrin.      Of   two    ships   which    have    been 

this    day  thronged   with   eager  visitors,    one 

proved  to  be  from  Newfoundland  with  fish,  and 

the  other  from  the  coast  of  Africa  with  slaves ; 

consequently  neither  of  them  knew  so  much  of 

England  or  the  -convoy  as  ourselves. 

I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  informaticm  of 
an  unpleasant  nature  has  reached  us  from  Ore* 
nada,  in  consequence  of  which  it  has  beea 
deemed  expedient  ttt  embark  a  body 'of  troops, 
on  board  the  Expedition  armie  en  flute^  and 
other  smaller  vessels,  to  send  to  the  relief  of 
that  island,  without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of 
the  commander  in  chief. 

>Could  it  have  been  known,   that  the  re* 
"^mainder  of  the  convoy  would  have  been  de- 
tained so  many  weeks  behind  us,   the  troops 
wiiich  have  assembled    at    Barbadoes    might 
hav«  been   benefietally  employed  in  restotiiif 
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tranquillity .  to   our    disordered   isliuidsy    and^ 
perhaps,  have  been  still  in  time  to  have  joia^ 
%A  in  the  great,    and  more  combined  dbject 
of  the  campaign.     But  it  is  hot  given  to  fauna* 
nity  to  foresee  events,   and  the  sad  disastiers.' 
df  this  formidable  armament  only  tend  to  proye. 
the  extreme  uncertainty  which  must  ever  at-, 
tend  our  expeditions.    The  plan  nrny  be  con- 
certed with  wisdom ;  all  the  necessaries  amply 
provided ;  and  the  force,  on  saaltog,  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  intended  purposes:  yet,  dfter  all,* 
riie  lamentable  jfickleness  of  the  elements  will 
•ften  frustrate  tiie  best  and  wisest  arrangements* 
We  have  in  eucampmeht  of  negroes  formed 
sear  Bridge-town,   upon  a  spot  caUed   Cour 
stitutiosi-hilL    They  are  a  fine  body  of  meUt. 
who  have  .been  enlisted  from  the    revdtect 
French  islands^  or  brought  away  on  the  evacua- 
timi  of  them  by  our  trodps.    TTiey  are  active, 
and  expert,    ahd  are  training  into  a  fonhi-' 
dable  corps  to  assist  in  our  intended  attacks* 
Aibout  sixteen  hundred   of  them  bear  arms; 
besides  whom  there  are  twelve  hundred  to  be 
employed  as  pioneers.    They  have  all  the  viva- 
city and  levity  of  the  Frendi  character;  and  it^ 
occasionally,  affords  us  amutemenC  to  observe 
the  Barbadoes  negroes  looking  at  them  with 
evident  amazement,  and  seemingly  wondering  at 
their  volatility  and  alertness.    John  Bull  diffcfl't 
f  ot  note  widely  from  a  Parisiaa  piHt-mdtre  than 
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many  of  the  Barbadoes  slaves  from'  the  MbU 
fops  of  this  sprightly  corps. 

It  is  now  the  dry  season  of  the  year  at 
Barbadoes^  and  if  you  have  imbibed  the  same 
idea  of  a  tropical  climate  which  I  remember  to 
have  once  felt,  you  will  learn,  with  surprise^ 
that  very  few  days  have  passed,  since  we  have 
been  here,  without  a  refreshing  shower  of  rain. 
The  heat  is  far  more  supportable  than  we  had 
expected.  The  thermometer,  at  noon,  is  com- 
monly about  80,  and  very  seldom  exceeds  82 : 
we  have  not  yet  seen  it  above  84. 

It  happens,  fortunately,  that  some  of  the 
ships,  laden  with  the  temporary  hospitals,  made 
in  £ngland,  have  reached  Carlisle  Bay,  and, 
likewise,  a  few  of  the  men  belonging  to  th« 
corps  of  artificers ;  who,  together  with  some 
Creole  and  negro  carpenters,  are  actively  em* 
ployed  in  fitting  and  putting  up  these  frames 
with  all  possible  speed  :  but  much  of  hurry 
and  difficulty  might  have  been  avoided  if  the 
hospitals,  the  barracks,  and  other  buildings  had 
been  sent  out  ia  time  to  have  been  put  up  before 
any  of  the  troops,  or  any  division  of  the  moving 
part  of  the  expedition  camie  in. 

The  confusion  that  must  necessarily  arise 
fropi  the  arrival  of  the  soldiers,  of  the  buildings 
requiring  to  be  erected,  and  of  all  the  various 
departments,  at  the  same  moment,  must  be  self- 
evident;  and  it  will  readily  appear,  from  the 
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hurried  and  numerous  claims  each  department 
ifj^ill  have  upon  the  artificers,  that  many  of  the 
requisites  attaching  to  the  hospitals  may  not  be 
completed,  before  the  more  urgent  necessity 
for  them  may  have  ceased.  Present  experience 
may  c^onvey  an  useful  lesson. 

From  the  great  exertions  now  making  we 
hope  very  soon  to  have  hospital  room  at  St^ 
Anne's  Hill,  for,  at  least,  a  thousand  sick,  and  X 
am  sorry  to  remark,  from  the  unhealthy  state  in 
which  soine  of  the  transports  have  already 
arrived,  that  it  seems  likely  we  may  have  occa- 
sion for  it  all ;  but  we  have  the  furtlier  conve- 
nience of  hospital  ships,  should  they  be  re* 
quired,  and  havei  therefore,  the  prospect  of  see- 
ipg  all  the  sick  very  tolerably  placed,  and  amply 
l^rovided  with  such  necessaries  as  their  unfor* 
tunate  condition  may  demand*  This,  ta  a  me* 
dical  officer,  is  a  circumstance  of  no  trivial  im* 
port.  To  the  service  it  is  likewise  essential: 
but,  speaking  as  an  individual,  I  know  of  few 
things  that  could  be  so  truly  distressing,  as  to 
behold  a  crowd  of  brave  and  suffering  soldiers 
lying  destitute  of  the  comforts  and  accommo- 
dations required  in  sickness;  and  you  will 
believe  that  I  feel  a  cordial  gratification  in  find- 
ing that  I  am  not  likely  to  witness  this  example 
of.  misery. 

In  a  moon-light  walk  lately  from  St.  Anne's 
Hill  to  Bridge-town,    after  our  visit  at  the 
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hospital,  our  attention  was  very  powerfully 
arrested  by  the  peculiar  appearance  of  a  grove 
of  coco-nut  trees,  at  the  side  of  the  road* 
From  the  brightness  of  the  moon,  the  peculiar 
form  of  the  trees,  and  the  dead  stillness  of 
the  night,  we  were  suddenly  struck  with  the 
grandeur  and  sc^mnity  of  the  scene.  The 
tiees  grew  nigh,  one  to  another,  and  the  naked 
trunks  form^  so  many  stately  pillars,  support- 
ing their  palmated  summits,  which,  stretching 
to  meet  each  other,  assumed  the  semblance  of 
extensive  aisles  of  Gothic  arches.  A  gentlt 
breeze  waved  the  leaves  in  soothing  undulation^ 
while  the  dark  shading  foliage  shut  out  the 
filver  moon*beams,  allowing  only  an  occasional 
ray  to  steal  in  at  partial  openinga,  to  relieve 
the  sepulchral  gloom.  At  the  saipe  time  the 
sea  at  the  bottom  jof  the  grove  rolled  its  tranquil 
billows  in  soft  murmurs  to  the  ^hore,  and  broke 
in  whispers  scarcely  to  be  heard  upon  the  sandi. 


p2 


512  XOTES   ON   THJK  WE»  INDIES^ 


LETTER    XXV. 

Barbadoes,  Mardi  179& 

It  being  stipulated  that  all  subjects  of  remark 
may  fiud  place  in  my  JNotes^  you  will  not  re- 
proach me,  if  an  occasional  sentence  shall 
chance  to  be  given  upon  medical  matters. 
Indeed,  you  have  desired  it  should  be  so,  and 
this  prevents  the  necessity  of  *apology. 

You  will  have  collected,  from  what  I  have 
said  before,  that  there  are  gentlemen  engaged  in 
the  healing  art  in  Barbadoes,  who  are,  equally, 
an  honor  to  their  profession,  and  an  ornament  to 
society,  and  I  may  here  repeat  that  many  such 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  island  But  it  is  an 
unhapjiy  truth  that  there  are  others  wIk>  are 
only  preeminent  in  ignorance,  for,  alas !  prac* 
titioners  in  medicine  may  be  found  in  this 
colony,  who,  in  Icarniog  and  manners,  are  not 
far  removed  above  the  slaves.  They  are  more 
illiterate  than  you  can  believe,  and  the  very 
negro  doctors  of  the  estates  too  justly  vie  with 
them  .in  medical  knowledge*  It  has  happened 
to  us  to  see,  among  them,  men,  who  instead  of 
having  the  care  of  the  health  and  lives,  of  their 
fellow-subjects,  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  to 
compound  a  pill,  or  a  bolus.    A  tyro,  advanced 
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Duly  a  year  or  two  in  his  apprenticeship,  in  Eng- 
land, is  far  better  instructed  in  medicine,  than 
some  of  the  soidisans  and  practising  prqfocknis 
q£  Barbadoes.  Totally  unprepared  with  a  clas- 
3ical  education,  and,  indeed,  wholly  devoid  of 
the  very  rudiments  of  literature,  they  indO'•^ 
lently  waste  a  few  years,  in  the  house,  or  idly 
looking  out  at  the  shop-window  of  some  unedu- 
^ted  apothecary  of  the  island,  and  then,  in  all 
ijae  bold  confidence  of  ignorance,  they  commence 
Doctors^  feeling  themselves  fully  qualified,  with- 
out professional  reading,  without  visiting  the 
schools  of  Europe,  without  experience,  and  I 
might  say,  without  thought,  or  judgment,  to 
undertake  the  cure  of  all  the  direful  maladies 
which  afflict  mankind;  in  short,  without  one 
necessary  qualification  do  these  cr^ole  pretenders 
f/sel  themselves  competent  to  e:}(ercise  all  th^ 
various  branches  of  the  healing  ar^ 

In  every  climate,  a  sound  judgment,  and  an 
^cuteness  of  discriminatipn,  together  with  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  human  frame,  are  ne- 
(ressary  to  the  successful  treatment  of  diseases ; 
but  in  the  We^t  Indies,  wh^re  the  £^ttack  is  too 
commonly  sudden,  and  the  progress  destruc* 
tively  r^pid,  if  the  disbrder  be  neglected  or  badly 
treated,  in  its  incipient  stage,  medicine  becomes 
inefficient,  and,  too  often,  the  disease  cannot  b^ 
j^ubdued  by  al)  the  art  of  the  best-informed  Phyr 
sicia^i.    (fow  lamentable,  then,  is  it  that  such  ig*i 
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norant  medicasters  should  be  intrusted,  and  par^ 
ticukrly  in  a  tropical  region,  with  the  health  and 
lives  of  multitudes  of  tlmr  fellow-beings  ! 

When  we  reflect  that  the  riches  and  pro- 
sperity of  a  country  are  intimately  connected 
with  its  population,  and  that  the  lives  of  men 
are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  state,  it  be- 
comes matter  of  surprise  and  astonishment,  that, ' 
even  in  the  remotest  colony,  such  uninstructed 
pretenders  should  be  permitted  to  disgrace  th0 
healing  art.  If  that  wise  principle,  "  salus  po* 
puli  suprema  lex^"  be  correct,  and  I  suspect  it 
cannot  be  disputed,  the  health  of  the  people 
must  be  a  subject  of  the  highest  consideration 
to  every  gpvemment:  how  then  are  we  to  ac- 
count for  the  apathy  which  permits  such  danger- 
ous doctors  to  wield  the  destructive  lance,  or, 
how  shall  we  explain  the  miscalculating  policy 
which  not  only  tolerates  a  tremendous  host  of 
empirics,  but  suffers  them  to  overrun  every  part 
of  the  state,  under  the  all-creating  sanction  of 
a  patent^  or  allows  them,  on  the  bare  privilege 
of  bold  assurance,  to  commit  depredations  upon 
the  health,  the  purses,  and  the  lives  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  ? 

In  one  of  our  late  Walks,  near  Btidge-town, 
we  met  with  two  small  windmills,  erected  for 
the  purpose  of  clearing  the  cotton  from  its  seeds; 
and,  as  they  happened  to  be  in  motion,  we 
availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  waiting 
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a  sbort  time,  to  witness  the  process.  The  cotton 
/envelopes  the  seeds^  forming  the  matrix  in 
which  they  grow  and  are  embedded;  when 
pulled  from  the  pod  it  is  separated  from  them  by 
being  caused  to  pass  through  the  bite  of  two 
small  metallic  rollers,  placed  horizontally,  one 
over  the  other,  and  turned  by  the  action  of  the 
mill.  These  going  round,  near  to  each  other, 
are  fed  with  the  cotton,  which  they  take  in, 
without  receiving  the  seeds,  leaving  them  to  fall 
to  the  ground,  or  into  a  basket  below,  while  tlie 
cotton,  drawn  between  the  rolter^,  is  ejected 
into  a  box  on  the  opposite  side.  The  process 
is  so  entirely  simple,  that  it  might  be  per- 
formed equally  well  by  a  smaller  instrument 
worked  with  the  hand,  or  the  foot,  and  which 
we  are  told  is  the  method  practised  in  m^y  of 
the  colonies. 

Among  the  novelties  which  meet  the  eye 
of  an  European  upon  his  arrival  in  the  West 
Indies,  is  the  practice  of  carrying  the  children 
across  the  hip,  instead  of  seating  them  upon  the 
fLTm.  The  lower  class  of  white  women,  in  Bar- 
badoes,  have  adopted  this  custom,  from  the  ex- 
ample of  the  pegroes,  among  whom  it  seems  to 
be  the  universal  mode  of  nursing,  A  deformed 
negro  is  a  very  rare  object,  and  this  may  pro- 
bably be  attributed,  in  great  measure,  to  the 
management  of  them  in  their  infancy  :  they 
))^V9  the  advantage  of  being  allowed  to  qrawt 
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about  upon  their  hands  and  feet  at  a  very  early 
age,  in  perfect  freedom,  unrestrained  by  liga- 
tures, or  tight  garments. 

Although  the  mode  of  carrying  children 
upon  the  hip  is  the  common  method  apnong 
the  slaves,  yet,  when  they  have  to  take  th^n\ 
to  a  great  distance,  they  neither  place  them 
upon  the  hip,  nor  the  arm,  but  upon  the  back ; 
for  which  purpose  a  mere  pocket  handkerchief, 
tied  carelessly  round  the  mother,  often  suffices. 

A  few  evenings  ago  I  witnessed  a  scene  of 
cruelty,  which  strongly  exemplified  the  abject 
and  wretched  condition  to  whicli  human  beings 
are  subjected  in  a  life  of  slavery.  It  happen^ 
that  I  was  waiting  upon  the  quay  for  the  Lord 
Sheffield's  boat,  when  two  men,  apparently  white 
Creoles,  came  up,  and  seized  a  negro,  who  was 
standing  near  me,  accusing  him  of  having  x^^ 
^way  from  his  master.  The  poor  black  assured 
them  that  he  had  no  master, — that  he  belonged 

to  Mrs.  ,  that  he  was  well  known  in  the 

|x)wn,  and  that  they  must,  certainly,  have  mis^^ 
taken  his  person !  Upon  these  grounds  he  strong- 
ly urged  the  impropriety  of  their  taking  him  to 
prison :  but,  regardless  of  his  remonstrances,  and 
of  their  own  error^  tjiey  tied  him  with  a  thick 
cord,  fastened  his  hapds,  and  forced  him  toward^ 
the  place  of  confinement !  Curiosity  led  me  t^ 
follow  them.  The  poor  man  still  pleaded  hisi 
innocencej^  and  the  wrong  they  had  con^mitted^ 
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begging  and  praying  to  be  allowed  to  refer  them 
to  his  mistress^  or  to  another  family  in  the  town, 
to  identify  his  person.  Heedless  of  his  protest- 
ations and  entreaties  they  still  dragged  him  on^ 
and  from  his  only  expressing  a  reluctance  at 
being  thus^  unjustly,  hurried  to  a  prison,  one  of 
these  hardened  wretches  struck  him  a  violent 
blow  on  the  head,  with  a  large  stick,  calling 
out  to  the  other,  in  broad  Barbadoes  accent, 
"  Daa-am  him,  cut  him  down." 

A  little  before  they  reached  the  prjson  they 
had  to  pass  a  door-way  where  there  happened  to 
be  a  strong  light,  by  means  of  which  one  of 
these  cruel  instruments  of  the  law  ofjbrce  in- 
stantly recognised  the  poor  Ill-treated  slave,  and 
finding  that  they  were  actually  guilty  of  the 
piistake  which  the  negro  had  stated,  he  called 
out  to  his  savage  comrade,  who  had  struck 
the  helpless  black  upon  the  head^  ^'  Daa-am 
him,  i  know  the  fellow,  we  must  let  him  go  ;'* 
upon  ivhich,  they  both,  with  dreadful  im- 
precations, ordered  him  to  stand,  mthaul  stir- 
ringf  whilst  they  shou}d  untie  him :  and,  upon 
his  only  moving  his  arm  to  expedite  %hf 
loosening  of  the  cord,  they  swore,  that  if  he 
dared  "  to  stir,  or  look  socage^''  they  would 
"  cut  him  down,"  or  put  him  **  directly  into 
prison."  Such  Was  the  compensation  dealt  him 
for  the  unj\^t  and  cruel  treatment  which  he  bad 
^Hfeady  received.    The  wretches  not  only  drag- 
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ged  the  unoffending  slave  to  a  prison^  in  de- 
fiance of  his  solemn  assurances  of  their  having 
erroneously  seized  him,  and  without  allowing  him 
an  appeal  to  any  one  who  knew  his  person,  but, 
because  he  ventured  to  say  they  were  committing 
in  error,  had  the  inhumanity  to  strike  him  with 
a  force  sufficient  to  have  fractured  his  skull^  and 
to  threaten  him  with  the  farther  severity  of 
death,  or  a  dungeon,  should^he  dare  only  to  cast 
a  look  of  displeasure. 

What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  this 
injured  man !  who,  after  being  abused  and  mal- 
treated, was  put  in  fear  of  his  life,  if  he  should 
only  permit  nature  to  assume  her  seat  on  his 
brow, — if  thecruelty,  pain,  and  injustice  which 
)iehad  suffered,  should  obly  cause  a  mark  of  dis- 
approbation to  appear  .upon  his  countenance! 
But  nature,  hovever  proscribed,  was  not  to  b« 
restrained  by  such  command  !  While  the  power 
of  memory  remains  to  me  I  can  never — neoer 
forget  the  indignant,  but  hopeless  expression  of 
injury  which  overspread  the  features  of  this  poor 
slave,  as  he  retired!  He  felt  aggrieved,  and 
was  conscious  that  --  —  --he  bad  no  femedv, 
—no  appeal! 
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Barbadoesy  Mardi  9. 

It  occurs  to  me  that^  amidst  all  the  uncertaiii- 
ties  of  our  unfortunate  fleet,  it  may  be  pleaaant 
to  you  and  others  of  our  friepds  to  know  which 
of  the  ships  have  made  good  the  passage ;  I  send 
you,  therefore,  the  annexed  list  of  upwards  of 
sixty,  which  are  now  safe  at  anchor  in  Carlisle 
Bay-  ' 

A  vessel  from  Liverpool  is  come  into  har- 
bour, which  sailed  on  the  9th  of  January,  but 
we  are  still  without  any  late  news  of  the  fleet, 
which  took  its  departm-e  on  the  9th  of  Decern* 
ber;  and,  singular  (o  tell,  the  Liverpool  ship,  no«r 
arrived,  performed  tlie  whole  voyage  without 
ialling  in  with  any  one  of  the  convoy.  It  is  now 
thirteen  weeks  since  the  fleet  left  England,  and 
we  know  about  as  much  concerning  the  great 
body  of  it,  at  this  moment,  as  if  it  were  sailing 
in  the  moon. 

We,  who  are  destined  to  proceed  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, have  new  disappointment  in  finding  that 
the  Cork  division,  intended  for  that  island,  had 
not  sailed  at  a  date  many  weeks  subsequent  to 
the  time  when  it  bad  been  reported  to  be  at  aea; 
and  we  now  (pel  it  probable  that  W0  may  bf 
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long  detained  or  even  placed  on  duty  at  Bar^ 
badoes,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  number 
of  sick,  and  the  nen-arrival  of  the  medical  of^ 
ficers  of  the  Cbaribbee-Islandy  or  what  is  incor- 
rectly called  the  Leeward-Island  staff. 

Vou  will  be  surprised,  perhaps,  to  know 
that  the  transports  in  Carlisle  Bay  have  been  ser 
Teral  times  interrupted,  and  the  whole  harbour 
disturbed,  and  brought  into  a  state  of  anxiety, 
by  the  visitings  of  different  pressrgangs,  in  the 
exercise  of  that  necessary  custom,  so  repugnant 
to  the  feelings,  and  the  freedom  of  Englishmen, 

In  one  instance  an  alarming  scene  took 
place  m  consequence  of  the  sailors  of  one  of  the 
ships  resisting  this  arbitrary  and  unconstitu- 
tional method  of  obtaining  their  services.  They 
opposed  the  boarding,  and  beat  off  the  agent, 
and  two  boats  with  the  press-gang.  This  re- 
sistance w^s  soon  followed  by  the  appefirance  of 
a  party  of  soldiers,  with  firelocks  and  fixed 
bayonets,  who  were  called  to  aid  the  press-party, 
and  to  force  the  sailors  to  submission. 

It  has  been  our  fortune  on  board  the  Lord 
Sheffield  to  be  visited  by  two  different  bodies 
of  the  press-gang  in  the  course  of  the  same 
night :  one  of  which  came  alongside  at  midnight; 
the  other  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  From 
stealing  upon  us  unexpectedly,  and  in  the  dark, 
you  will  suppose  that  much  huriy  and  confusion 
wa9  created.    3eing  wakened  by  thp  npise  pf 
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)>eople  over  my  bead,  I  put  on  mjr  tohe  dt 
ckambre^  and  went  up  to  learn  the  cause,  when^ 
finding  what  visitors  they  were,  I  felt  a  strong 
disposition  to  observe  their  conduct  and  manner 
of  proceedings  and  therefore  remained  upon 
deck,  during  the  time  they  continued  on  board. 

A  Lieutenant  of  the  navy  was  stalking  up 
and  down  with  a  huge  drawn  sabre  in  his  hand,, 
calling  out,  with  boatswain's  lungs,  for  tlie 
steward  to  bring  a  light.  His  men  were  run- 
ning about  every  part  of  the  ship  with  cutlasses, 
pistols,  hangers,  and  various  other  weapons.  The 
sailors  whom  they  found  upon  deck,  were  in- 
stantly tumbled  into  a  boat  at  the  side,  filled  with 
armed  men ;  the  others  secreted  themselves  in 
holes  and  comers,  while  the  old  steward  with 
seeming  haste,  but  with  fox-like  cunning,  de- 
layed the  candle.  Perhaps  you  will  say  it  was  a 
little  severe  to  demand  a  light,  at  all,  from  the 
ship,  in  order  to  rob  her  of  her  own  men ;  but 
the  whole  proceeding  was  alike  arbitrary  and  de- 
spotic, and  this  only  consistent  with  the  other 
parts  of  it.  They  came  in  darkness,  and  with 
muffled  oars,  that  they  might  take  the  vessel  by 
surprise. 

The  steward,  somewhat  endangered,  from 
tlie  ire  which  he  had  provoked  by  his  well-con- 
trived delay,  at  length  appeared  with  the  lan- 
tern; and  a  general  search  was  immediately 
made  below.    The  cabinsi^-^the  cable-tiei;, — the 
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pantries,— the  lockers,— the  rery  pig-»ty,— 
every  hole  arid  comer  tliey  could  think  of  wen* 
hunted  out,  and  they  seemed  resolved  that  not  a 
spot  should  be  omitted.  Yet,  liotwithstanding 
all  their  vigilance,  several  of  the  sailors  contrived 
to  elude  the  search.  One,  who  had  not  tin*  to 
escape  to  a  place  of  more  probable  security,  re- 
mained quietly  in  his  hammock,  and,  when  they 
came  to  examine  it,  affected  to  awake  uttering  a 
loud  groan,  strongly  expressive  of  pain  and  suf* 
fering.  Hearing  this,  the  press-gang  asked  who 
it  was,  and  if  a  sailor.  The  mate,  who  was 
watching  them  with  a  vigilance  not  inferior  to 
tlieir  own,  immediately  replied  that  it  was  a  sick 
man,  who  had  been  long  confined  to  his  birth. 
His  prompitude  was  successful :  sick  men  they 
did  not  want;  and  the  sailor  was  left  undis- 
tutbed — ^his  freedom  the  fruit  of  his  well-timed 
stratagem,  and  of  the  expertness  of  the  mate 
in  promoting  it. 
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LETTER    XXVII. 

Barbaddes^  Mareh  15# 

We  made  a  visit  this  morning  to  the  senate- 
house;,  and  were  present  at  a  sitting  of  the  ge* 
neral  assembly  of  the  island.  The  proceedings 
were  conducted  according  to  the  routine  of 
our  House  of  Commons,  which  the  assembly 
regards  as  its  model.  Th'*  representatives,  like 
ours,  are  returned  from  the  provinces,  two,  not 
from  each  county,  but  from  each  parish :  and, 
there  being  eleven  parishes  in. the  island,  the  as* 
lembly,  consequently,  consists  of  twenty-two 
members. 

Aa  in  our  house,  so  in  theirs,  the  person 
who  presides  is  denominated  "  the  speaker/' 

Among  the  members  we  recognise  several 
of  the  gatitlemen  whom  we  had  seen  upon  our 
marooning  excursion  into  the  country.  It  did 
upt  happen  to  be  a  sitting  of  great  interest  to 
strangers,  there  being  but  little  before  tlie  house 
for  discussion,  and^  consequently,  few  debates. 
Reading  and  passing  a  militia  act,  and  some 
other  bills,  constituted  nearly  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting.  One  part  of  the  proceed^ 
ings,  however,  we  thought  to  be  strictly  in  the 
— *  .  ^rdir  of  the  day.  It  was  excessively  warm. 
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and  we  were  parching  with  thirsty  when  tWto 
persons  suddenly  appeared  with  a  large  bowl, 
and  a  two-quart  glass  filled  with  punch  and  san* 
garec.  These  were  presented  to  "  M^.  Speaker," 
who,  afte^  dipping  deeply  into  the  bowl,  passed  it 
among  the  members :  nor  was  the  audience  for- 
gotten, for  we  were  most  gratefully  taught  thalt 
the  hospitality,  so  universal  in  the  island,  pre* 
vails  in  the  senate.  The  glass  was  handed  up 
to  us,  and  we  found  that  it  was  releoant 
for  strangers  to  join  in  this  part  of  the  de*^ 
bate.  It  came  at  a  moment  peculiarly  oppor- 
tune, and  we  drank  cordially  to  our  fViends,  and 
the  house  of  assembly. 

We  have,  lately,  had  a  very  interesting 
party  to  dine  with  us  on  board  the  Lord  She^ 
field ;  among  whom  were  three  gentlemen  who 
had  recently  returned  from  imprisonment;  one 
from  France,  the  others  from  Guadaloupe. 

One  of  the  gentlemen,  who  had  been  taken 
to  Guadaloupe,  was  confined  on  board  a  prison* 
ahip^  with  several  others  of  our  countrymen, 
where,  being  treated  witti  great  rigour,  and  fed 
with  a  very  scanty  allowance  of  bad  food,  he 
^jentered  into  a  confidential  agreement,  with  one 
of  his  fellow-prisoners,  to  concert  some  means 
of  escape;  and,  one  day^  seeing  a  boat,  conve- 
nient for  their  purpose,  come  to  the  ship»  th^ 
stepped  over  the  side  of  the  vessel,  smd  descends 
ipff  suddenly  into  it,  as  it  lay  alongside,  ioune* 


fjtatety  threw  overboard  three  of  tfcc  five  ne- 
groes, who  were  in  it,  and  compelled  the  other 
two  to  take  up  their  oars,  and  assist  in  rowing 
them  away. 

The  success  of  this  perilous  enterprise  vras 
ecpial  to  the  boldness  with  which  it  was  under* 
takau  The  sentinels  fired  at  them  in  vain: 
being  once  clear  of  the  ship  they  pulled  the  oars 
with  vigour,  and,  encouraging  the  blacks  to 
^eir  aid,  were  soon  out  of  reach.  Neither  boats^ 
nor  bullets  w«re  able  to  overtake  them:  they 
were  quickly  •(  sea,  in  their  open  skifi^,  and^ 
gladly,  entrusted  themselves  to  the  mercy  c^ 
the  elements.  The  weather  favored  them,  and 
they  soon  made  a  port  of  safety  in  a  British 
islandi 

The  Aianner  in  which  the  other  gentleman, 
who  bad  been  confined  in  Guadaloupe,  obtained 
his  release  was  also  attended  with  peculiar  cii^ 
cumstances.  Having  an  opportunity  of  speak* 
ingwilh  the  secretary  of  Victor  Hugues,  he  repre : 
sented  to  him,  in  strongcolours,  the  very  serious 
perkonal  injury  which  his  confinement  might 
bring  upon  him,  and  urged  the  absolute  impos* 
itbility  of  his  release  being  injurious  to  any  in* 
dividual  of  the  French  nation,  supporting  his' 
appeal  with  the  ofier  of  a  sum  nearly  equal  to 
1200/.  sterling,  to  be  paid  to  the  citizen  store* 
tary,  provided  he  wotdd  contribute  his  aid  in 
ebtaining  bim  a^  two  of  his  friends  pcamii* 
VOJU  u         JUt      ^ 
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aicm  to  leave  the  klabd;  The  seci^tary  rejected 
the  offer  with  disdaia^  expressing  ]^oth  anger 
and  astanisbment  th^k^  he  should  dareCoimfigiiif 
that  he  was  capable  of  being  sediic^  fey* 
faibe ;  addling,  thdt  "  formeriy  Frenchiueil  were 
^enal  axxd  might  b^  bought ;  but  no^r,  citt>y)e% 
we  are  republicans!  and  a  good  republicjW.>^ 
quires  not  a  bribe,  to  encourage  hittv  to  the  .ejKtf* 
oution  of  his  duty,  nor*  can  he  be  tlietebjr 
impelled  to  commit  a  breach  of  it***  K^ 
tievBrtheless,  listened  with  attention  to  the 
peculiar  severity  of  the  case,  aod  having  heani 
the  particulars,  appeared  to  feel  a  degree  Of  in- 
terest regarding,  tlie  hardships  which  were  re- 
presented. Upon  leaving  tlie  gentleman  he  said 
that  he  would  try  to  intercede  in  his  behalf.; 
and  intimated  a  hope  that  he  might  be  able  in 
the  course  of  a  week  .to  communicate  SQtiie  {re- 
port to  him.  A  f^w  days  bnly  had  elapsied 
when  be  returned^  bringing  with  him  the  pri- 
soner's release,  which  he  presented  to  Jiioii^ 
with  felicitations^  expressing  himself  hdppy  i(i 
being  the  means  of  his  regaining  hiat  libertjf, 
aw^,  perempioiily,  refuung.  to  accept,  evea  the 
slig^itest  complimient  for  the  service  which  he 
had  rendered  hiuik 

'>1  Would  all  men  act  thus,  my  friend>  Df  how 
little  consequence  might  it  be  whether  they  .were 
denominated  republican^  aristodrats,  or  royal- 
ists i    What  the  foim  of  go[9enui2eut^.iQt  who 
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ihould  rule  the  land,  could  be  of  little  import- 
ance, were  honor  and  virtue  made  the  directors 
of  men's  actions.  Speaking  from  the  warm 
feelings  of  the  heart,  a  very  elegant  writer  has 
said,  **  I  cannot  be  more  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  any  demonstration  in  Euclid  than  I  am  that 
that  system  of  politics  must  be  best  by  which 
^ose  I  love  are  made^happy  :"  but,  perhaps,  if 
might  he  said,  with  still  greater  correctness^ 
that  that  system  of  government  must  be  besti  where 
virtue,,  among  the  people^  most  prevails. 

It  is  idle  to  declaim  against  a  government, 
while  individuals — while  even  those  if  ho  complain 
have  not  virtue  enough  to  withstand  the  seducing 
lures  of  corruption  !  Let  the  people  be  vir» 
tuous,  and  the  government  will  never  be  cor- 
rupt. Were  men  to  resist  bribery,;  and  to  expos^ 
their  seducers  to  public  reprqacb,;  few.  attempts 
would  be  made  agaiijist.thetr  independence.. . 


q8 


i2§  KOWS  dN'  THE  Wl^sf  INDIE*^ 


Letter  xxviii- 

&arb«49e6,  March  U« 

What  a  day  of  hurry,  confiision,  and  soBci-' 
tude!  A  packet  has  at  length  arrived!  Fronf 
December  the  9th,  to  March  the  Itfth,  we  have! 
been  separated  from  you,  without  hearing  onef 
word  of  our  friends,  or  scarcely  of  our  cotmtry. 
How  shall  I  convey  to  you  any  just  idea  of  th^ 
scene  which  this  day  has  produced,  by  the  impa* 
tient  multitude  crowding  in  anxious  eagerness 
to  obtain  letters,  to  see  the  papers,  and  to  ascer^ 
tain  the  news  i 

Early  hr  the  morning  a  signal  appeared  ai 
the  for^  implying  that  a  vessel  was  in  sighb 
Soon  afterwards,  this  was  lowered  down,  and 
the  packet  signal  hoisted  in  its  places  when 
instead  of  the  pleasing  expectation  of  seeing  a 
vessel  of  our  fleet,  and  learning  tidings  of  the 
convoy>^  all  were  on  tiptoe  in  the  still  more 
lively  hope  of  hearing  not  only  of  our  un- 
fortunate   armada^    but    of  Europe,  of    Eng^ 

land,  and our  friends  !     Concerning  the 

fleet  we  had  grown  quite  weary  of  conjecture, 
and  now  saw'  it  probable  that  we  might  obtain 
more  accurate  intelligence  respecting  it,  by  way 


^ 
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iof  England;  than  by  any  ship  which  had  ta||^ 
separated  from  it  upon  the  passage^ 

On  the  packet  making  the  harbour  it  cauftf* 
td  a  crowd  not  unlike  what  you  may  hare 
geen  at  a  sailing  or  rowing  match  upon  the 
Thames.  Each  wishing  to  be  first,  and  all 
being  eager  to  learn  the  reports,  the  vessel  was 
beset  on  every  quarter  before  she  could  come  tp 
anchor,  and  the  whple  bay  became  one  animated 
sceiie  of  crowded  ships  and  sMving  boats* 
Many  who  could  not  go  to  the  packet  as  she 
entered  the  harbour,  repaire4  on  shore  to  be 
ready,  there,  to  meet  the  news.  The  people  of 
the  town,  ali$o,  thronged  the  beach  in  anxious 
multitudes*  All  was  busy  expectation.  Impa* 
tience  scarcely  allowed  the  bags  to  reach  the 
office:  every  ^venup  to  which  was  so  closely 
blockaded  thi^t  ^e  house  was  quite  in  a  state  of 
si^e^  and  the  post-master  and  his  mansion  in 
danger  of  being  tdken  by  storm. 

It  was  about  eleven, o'clock  when  the  in^ 
spector-general,  Dr.  Master,  and  myself,  follow* 
ing  the  common  impulse,  went  to  inquire  for 
our  letters  an4  papers ;  but  we  could  only  adr 
vance  within  sight  of  the  post-office  walls,— to 
approach  the  door  was  utterly  impossible. 

Seeing  no  prospect  of  ascertaining  whether 
we  had  any  letters,  we  returned  from  the  hot 
and  crowded  town  to  take  our  dinner^  quietly 
^  board,  and  to  enjoy  the  high  feast  of  reading 
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sooie  newspapersi  which  our  obliging  and  at* 
tentive  friend,  Mr.  Hinde^  had  kindly  allowed  nt 
to  put  into  our  pockets.  You  will,  believe  that 
this  fcjTmed  a  most  exquisite  dessert  after  out 
mealy  and  was  of  more  grateful  flavour  than  ail 
tbip  fruits  and  sweeta  of  a  tropical  soil. 

'  To  an  Englishtiian  a  newspaper  is  a  neVOTr 
£iiling  Bouxce  of  amusement;  and  the  high  de«- 
light  thence  derived  appears  to  be^  in  some  mea- 
sure^  peculiar  to  onr  nation.  If,  therefore,  evea 
at  homer  &nd  in  a  peaceful  Imur,  it  be  a  great 
pleasure  to  take  up  the  Times  or  the  Chronicle 
of  the  morning,  .1  put  it  to  your  feelings  to 
judge  what  must  have  been  our  enjoyment,  when 
I  tell  you  thati  at  this  wide  distance  from  ouf 
country^  and  after  being  long  shut  in  ignonace 
regarding  i|f  we  have  been  quietly  seated,  in  die 
shade  of^cool  cabin,  perusing  papers  in  the  re* 
gular  series  of  a  whole  f(»'tnight  We  remained 
for  several  hours  secluded  and  in  silence^  'each 
fearing  to  speak  lest  he  should  disturb  the  others. 
If  you  had  not  been  already  a  traveller  I  could 
have  wished  you  a  long  voyage,  that  you  might 
know  the  real  value  of  a  Morning  Herald,  or. an 
Evening  Star — that  you  might  enjoy  the  high 
flavour  of  a  true  English  feast,  seasoned  with 
absence!  Send  out  our  friend  •  ♦  *  ♦,  that  he 
may  be  roused  from  the  apathy  which  so  disr 
tressfuUy  encroaches  upon  his  mechanical  round 
of  luxur}^  and  indulgence!    Tell  him  that  if  h« 


ir^r^  jbejd  in  diaaippomted  expfigt^tion,  fron^^d^y 
Id  dft}^,  throu^i  many  anxious  woeks^  hjs  wo^ld 
$nd  tlie  amu$i3ment8  which  he  now:  partakes 
with  indifference  to.  be  really  exqui3ite  i  and  a$r 
tmraJiim  that  the  variety  of  dceurrences/  during 
|i  temporary  privation^  might  divert  liim  from  ^ 
lUe  of  indolence  and  palling  .pleaeure^  and  conr 
ft^pe  him  tltat  many  things,  which,  he  n^w  di^er 
jgards,  are  capable  of  affording  far  njore  eojoyr 
menty  than  the  vapid  time-killiog  routine  pf  par 
fading  in  fiond-street;  .treading  npon  muslii^ 
Isains  in  the  crowd  of  Kensingtonrgardeoa,  or 
lounging  at  the  play  and  the  opera,  without 
ifeouring  five  words  of  the  perfbnnaneei 

The  arrival  of  the  packet  has  removed  the 
Bftcirlainty  regarding  our  convoy,  but  not  so 
tatisfactorily  as  we  Jiad  hoped ;  for  we  have  the 
mortification  to  learn  that  the  fleet,  with  which 
m  salted  from  Spithead  on  the  9th  of  December, 
and  wfaich^  for  so  long  past,  we  have,  hourly  ex^ 
p«cted,  instead  of  being  safe  at  Barbadoes^  in 
lymg  quietly  at  anchor  in  England  1 

Erom  the  papers  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
great  body  of  the  convoy,  with  our  commander 
in  chief  and  the  admiral,  are  returned  to  St.  He^ 
len's^  after  continuing  seven  tedious  weeks  at 
Bea^  beating  ag^nst  contrary  winds  and  destruc- 
tive storms,  and  tliat  many  of  the  ships,  which 
had  separated,  had  previously  put  back  to  Cork, 
KioBale^  l^ljmoutbi  and  various  other  portf. 
q4 
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Thuis  very  distressing  and  vexatious  news,  fbr 
it  robs  us  of  tbe  pleasing  hope  with  which  w% 
had  expected  our  comrades,  and  tells  us  diat  ail 
still  remains  -  -  -  -  tobedone  again!  Twicehas 
this  great  expedition  put  to  sea,  and  during 
many  months  has  it  becoi,  daily,  expected  to  av- 
Tiv6 :.  yet  after  a  long  suspense  do  we  now  lean 
that  it  is  still  in  an  English  harbour,  only  pre- 
paring to  sail  1 

A  voyage  to  the  East  Indies  or  to  China 
might  be  performed  in  less  time  than  seems  to 
he  required  for  this  unhappy  fleet  to  Madi 
its  destination.  It  was  intended  to  sail  so  long 
since  as  the  month  of  September,  and  actually 
did  put  to  sea  in  November,  and  again  on  the 
9th  of  December;  and  its  arrival  has  been 
impatiently  looked  for,  by  the  people  of  the 
islands,  during  more  than  half  a  year ! 

The  season  is  rapidly  advancing :  the  milder 
temperature  of  the  climate,  and  the  more  fa- 
vorable period  of  the  year  are  wearing  away,  and 
the  wet  months  fast  approaching :  we  fear,  there- 
fore, that  all  the  ills  to  be  apprehended  from 
climate  may  overtake  us  in  the  midst  of  the 
campaign,  or  even  before  the  troops  can  be 
broitght  into  action. 

When  orliow  the  convoy  is  again  to  attepnpt 
the  voyage  we  do  not  learn ;  but  it  seems  to  be 
the  opinion,  on  your  side  the  watet,  that  the 
commander  in  chief  will  sail  in  a  frigate  without 
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4klay,  and  that  the  fleet  will  follow^  in  small 
divisions,  as  speedily  as  the  ships  can  be  repair* 
cd  and  made  ready  for  sea.  This  would  un* 
doubtedly  be  most  advisable ;  for  the  waiting  tq 
assemble  large  bodies  of  vessels,  and  the  delays 
and  accidents  which  necessarily  happen  to  them  at 
lea,  seem  to  be  the  very  bane  of  the  enterprise. 

We  are  still  told  that  the  Cork  division  may 
be  daily  expected,  yet  we  learn  that  it  had  not 
sailed  when  the  packet  left  Falmouth.  From  all 
we  can  collect  it  seems  pr6bable  that  more 
than  six  thousand  troop?}  and  upwards  of  sixty 
ships,  many  long  since  arrived,  may  have  still 
to  wait  through  another  ti^ious  period  at  6ar*f 
badoes. 

We  find  it  among  the  reports  of  the  day 
that  honors  are  to  be  conferred  on  the  Admiral 
for  braving  the  weather^  during  so  many  weeks 
^  sea,  and  returning  to  port  in  Engka^  with  so 
great  a  number  of  the  convoy  in  safety.  On 
reading  this  the  captain  of  our  ship  wittily  asked 
i^  What  honors  are  those  to  receive,  then,  who 
fought  through  all  the  perilous  storms,  and  hav« 
inade  good  theif  passage  to  a  port  in  the  1V^ 
JmHesr 

The  papers  we  have  received  having  been 
printed  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  furnish 
us  with  no  parliamentary  news ;  but  we  learn 
from  them^  with  much  regret,  that  our  country 
pperiences  a  3carcitv  of  (^prq,  ^4  of  8|)^cie« 
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Without  money  and  without  bread  Johti  EKiIl 
i^ould  make  war  v^ry  badly  indeed!  Wheat 
we  find  is  at  tl)e  extravagant  price  of  thirteen 
shillisgs  per  bushel,  and  bread  aa  high  as  thir* 
teeu-penc^  half-penny  the  quartern  loaf.  Thia, 
we  fear,  may  create  dissatisfaction,  and  lead  to 
commotions  and  ill-judged  excesses,  ft(mk  tbt 
people  erroneously  attributing  events  to  causes 
which  have  no  just  ccnmexion  with  them  *. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  again  to  teli  you  tiiat 
iate  accounts  from  Grenada  state  the  island 
to  be  in  great  danger,  and  that  we  hold  posses* 
ston  of  it  by  a  very  precarious  tenure,  the  troops 
being  pent  up  in  the  town,  and  not  in  sufficient 
force  to  march  against  the  Brigands.  From.  St 
Vincent  wehear^  also,  that  the  inhabitants  have 
been  obliged  to  fly  to  arms  t6  assist  the  militany^ 
and  that  still  they  are  not  strong  enough  tCf 
defeat  the  Charibs.  It  is  further  added  that 
the  negroes,  impatient  of  remaining  inactive 
have  petitioned  to  be  sent  against  the  enemy^ 
threatening  to  go  o\'er  to  the  Charibs  if  notaoou 
employed  to  subdue  them. 

I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  mention  that  4 
French  spy  has  been  detected  among  us,  who  haa 
been,  for  some  time,  watching  the  proceedings 

*  We  have  been  «o  accustomed  to  pay  extra?a|;antlj 
for  bread,  ia  England,  since  this  period,  that  the  pricQ 
which  then  seemed  frightfully  enormous,  Wgbt  pow  ba 
4Qemed  moderate.— 1806. 
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of  the  fleet  at  Barbadoes.  It  were  unneceesaiy 
to  add  that  his  life  will  be  the  forfeit  of  his 
temerity. 


March  17* 
Hpw  eveiprtful  are  the  hours  which  now  pass 
befoxe  i^s !.  The  sons  of  S  t.  Patrick  have  not  felt 
themselves  more  blessed^  no^  have  tl^ey  h^U^ 
in  more  joyous  greetipigs  this  hallow^  day  than  "^ 
|he  anxious  multitude  at  Barib^dqes*  ,  It  waf 
pnly  yesterday  that  I  took  up  njy  pen  to  Mt-p 
no,unce  tp  you  ag\ad  arrival,  an4  I  have  now  t^ 
mentipn  one  still  more  happy.  Before  break- 
fast this  naorning  a  signal  appeared  at  the  foif, 
implying  that  a  ship  of  war  was  in  sight;  a^il 
^^Ut  eight  o'clpck  a  proud  frigate,  with  saiif 
sw^lliiig  to  the  breeze,  cat  her  liquid  path  sl* 
Ijcntly  into  the  bay,  and  dropped  her  anchor  * 
in  the  midst  of  the  fleet.  A  general  feeling  of 
joy,  instantly,  spread  throughout  the  harbour. 
j(t  was  the  Arethusa,  with  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
cromhy,  and  the  officers  of  his  staff  on  board.  A 
signal  was  made  from  the  agent,  and  all  the  ships 
in  the  bay  immediately  manned  their' yards  and 
rigging,  to  hail,  "and  to  welcome,  in  loud  salu- 
tation, our  long-expected  commander  in  chief. 
Thrpe  hgart-felt  cheers  wpre,  rapturously,  shouted 
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from  every  vessel,  and  as  cordially  echoed  tgr 
the  Arethusa's  company* 

Th^  scene  thus  introduced  was  nov^  It 
was,  also,  highly  interesting.  The  yards,  the 
tops,  the  masts  and  rigging  of  all  the  vessels 
being  covered  with  men,  they  resembled  cluster* 
of  bees,  as  they  hang  about  the  hive  at  the  mo« 
m^nt  previous  to  swarming^ 

Crowded  as  it  was,  the  harbour  resembled 
p  thick  forest,  the  leaves  of  which  were  men, 
not  rustling  in  the  wind,  but  set  in  motion 
by  the  more  animating  breeze  of  joy  and  gra* 
tulation.  Loud  shouts  of  welcome  resound* 
ed  throughout  the  bay,  and  when  the  General 
went  off  in  the  boat  towards  the  landing-place, 
"  fach  ship  repeated  three  cheers  as  he  passed ; 
the  multitude  upon  the  beach  again  shouting 
his  welcome  as  he  stepped  on  shore.  On  reach* 
ing  the  government  house  at  Pilgrim  he  was  re* 
ceived  by  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns.  The  same 
number  was  then  repeated  from  the  fbrt,  which, 
we  remarked,  did  not  fire  any  salute  when  the 
ffigate  entered  the  harbour. 

All  is  now  motion  and  activity.  An  impul* 
sive  sensation  vibrates  throughout  the  bay. 
Every  breast  throbs  with  ardour,  and,  inspir^ 
by  the  presence  of  the  commander  in  chief,  all 
look  forward  to  a  successful  campaign.  No 
one  imagines  that  fate  has  destined  him  to  fall ; 
but  e^^ch  anticipates  the  joyous  mctme^t,  whei^ 


fie  shall  return  to  relate,  to  his  friends  in  peaceful 
England,  histories  of  battles  won,  and  islands 
conquered.  Yet,  alas !  to  how  few  is  it  allotted 
again  to  visit  either  England  or  their  friends ! 
But  to  such  reflections  let  me  be  silent !  to  speak 
them  were  unmilitary !  Still  the  duties  1  may  have 
to  perform  will,  sometimes,  call  up  strong  asso* 
eiations  in  my  mind,  and  amidst  the  busy  din 
of  war,  or  the  loud  rejoicings  of  victory,  my 
fieart  will  often  swell  with  painful  sympathy, 
in  the  contemplation  of  individual  sufferings 
and  affliction. 

In  his  third  attempt  to  reach  the  islands. 
the  commander  in  chief  has  been  very  success^* 
fill;  the  Arethusa  having  sailed  only  on  the 
14th  of  February,  and,  consequently,  made  the 
toyage  in  thirty  days.  . 

It  is  now  rumoured  that  none  but  the 
troops,  belonging  to  those  regiments  already 
in  the  West  Indies,  are  to  come  out  with  th^ 
fleet;  and  that  the  others  are  actually  sent  into 
cantonments,  in  England,  there  to  remain  until 
next  September,  before  they  again  sail  for  tixo 
West  Indies.  Of  this  we  have  many  dodbts  ;j 
yet  might  it  seem  to  be  a  prudent  arrangement ; 
for,  advanced  as  the  season  now  is,  it  wcar^ 
perhaps,  wise  to  postpone  the  grand  object 
of  the  expedition  until  December;  and  to  em* 
ploy  the  troops  which  are  now  here  m,%^ 
storing  tranquillity  to  our  disturbed  an^  m« 
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dangerMJ  iilmids,  thus  fulfilling  the  mqre  im*' 
mediate^  although  perhaps  the. minor  olgects  of 
die  armament. 

A  borfy  of  troops  brought  out  in  pc^bef 
or  November  would  have  the  season  before  then^ 
for  a  long  ciampaign,  but  were  they,  to  leayo; 
Engiand  now,  the  length  of  Um€f  i;ec|ulre4  fyii 
the.  yojage  and  for  their  beii^g ,  assemble  at 
Barbado^^;  and  again  prepared  fbfr  Ifsavi^j^,  itf 
would  bring  them  so  near  to  the  wet  seajsQUj  and 
to  the  hot  abd  unhealthy  period  of  the  year,  that 
not  only  would  multitudes  fall  victims  to  diseaaef 
but  impediments,  occasioned  by  the  weather, 
Blight  interrupt  the  proceedings  before  any  thing 
important  could  be  effected. 

Wer  find  that  the  Cork  fleet  has^ .  imquefif 
tionably,  been  for  several  weeks  at  sea,  and  may 
be  daily  expected ;  the  Arethusa  baying  spoken 
several  of  the  ships  of  that  convoy  upon  bef 
patisa^.  At  the  time  this  frigate  came  into 
the  ibay  two  other  ships  appeared  in  sight :  they 
are^inoe  arrived,  and  prove  to  be  the  General 
Ciiyler  mcKrhantman^  of  our  division  {long  sup- 
posed to  be  lost),  and  the  Clarendon  transport 
of  the  Cork  division  :  their  arri\^,  an^  the  r^ 
ported  approach  of  the  Cork  fleets  add  't^  thqi 
auspicious  events  of  St.  Patrick's  <Jay* 

^  The  sad  uncertainties  of  a  s0a  vpyage  ajfi 
strongly  exemplified  in  the  combined  arrival  of 
tht  (S^netal  Cuyler  and  the  Cl«fG£Mlon«    The 
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one  jailed  on  the  9th  of  December^  aad.  the  other 
on  the  9th  of  February  (periods  more  distant 
than  tJie  time.usuelly  required  for  making  the 
voys^);  yet,  ao  favorable  had  be^i  the  ele- 
n^ents  to  th6  on^  and  so  adverse  to  tlie  other, 
that  they  both  canoe  iQto  Carlisle  B^  at  th^ 
awie  nioinent. 

TheClalendon,  we  are  told,  left  the  IttrboW 
of  Cove  With  a  fleet  of  L9«  sail,  having  ten  thou* 
liwd  troops  on  b<>ard  (  but'she  partedfVom  thecon- 
yoy^  in  the  course  of  the  first  night,  and  has  n<* 
^e$n  .^y  shjp  belonging  to.  it  since*  She  has 
jbpOjUght  out  nearly  200  njcn  of  the^th  tegl- 
cuent,  who,  we  are  sorry  to  find,  haw?  been  very 
nnhealdiy,  notwithstiinding  the  quick  pafisage 
they  have  made*  Froni  this  we  are  lad  to  fear 
,tbat  diose  whoare-  k$nger  detamed  at  seamafjr 
arrive  in  a  .vjefy  sickly  state. 

The  safety  of  the  General  Cuyler.  spread 
cooisalatioa  amopg  us;  and  Very  much  angmenlf- 
ed  tiie  great  and  genbral  joy  drffuised  by  .the 
piresenceof  dieconnnand^r  in  chiefs  You  will 
feel  that  I  had  real  pleasure  in  felicitating  m^ 
irimid  Nichol,  whoi  waS'  one  of  the  passengers, 
wheal.  I.  tell  you  that  it  had  obtained  unkersal 
belief  that  this  ^p  was  lost  at  sea,  or,  at  bes^ 
taken  by*  the  enemy.  Indeed,  fbr  severail  Wteks 
past,  stx:h  had  heen  the  despotadent  feeliftg$ 
legardinqg  her,  that  it  would  have  beett  a 
great  mltef  to  us  to  haviQ  <lie^rd  that  she  iiirAs  in 
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the  enemy's  possesdnon,  She  had  sailecl  wittl 
us  on  the  9t\\  of  December,  and  wlui  the  last 
ship  we  had  spoken  in  tiie  £uro|)ean  seas, 
which  was  on  the  4th  of  January^  and  on  the 
10th  of  February  we  reached  Carlisle  Bay; 
hence,  from  our  having  been  five  wteks  in  har- 
bour without  hearing  of  her,  scarcely  a  hope  PC* 
mained  of  ever  seemg  her  again.  Nor  were  our 
apprehensions  far  from  being  realized,  fof  on 
the  7th  of  January,  only  three  days  after  we  had 
hailed  her,  she  sprung  a  leak,  and  during  twenty 
succeeding  days,  was  merely  kept  from  sinking 
by  the  persevering  toil  and  exertions  of  the  ship's 
company  and  the  passengers,  all  of  whom  took 
their  regular  watch  at  the  pumps,  for  six  or 
eight  hours  each  day.  With  great  difficulty  she 
was  preserved,  afioat:  daily  their  peril  increased, 
and,  for  nearly  three  weeks,  they  had  the  melan* 
tholy  prospect  of  going  to  the  bottom.  Almost 
exhausted  with  fatigue  and  apprehension,  the 
bqpe  of  being  saved  had  nearly  abandoned 
them,  when,  fortunately,  they  made  one  of  die 
Canary  Islands. 

Few  occurrences  can  be  so  truly  distress- 
pg,  or  so  strongly  calculated  to  weigh  down  the 
mind^  with  desponding  feelings^  as  this  critical, 
and  very  perilous  situation  at  sea.  To  prevent 
the  threatened  fatCi  excesnive  bodily  exertions 
lire,  required,  when,  from  the  impression  of 
terror,  a  sufficient  degiee  of  hope  Karcely  re- 
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iBains  to  9t»mulate  ot  support  the  fatigue.  Ex^ 
treme  toil'iscteDiaiMled,  perhaps,  too,  in  an  ex* 
h^ustiDg,  aad/ung^nial  climate^  and  under  the 
depressing. prospect  of  the  vessel  sinking  not- 
withstapdiug  every  effort ! 

The  Putcb  are  ^d  to  have  a.  t mode  of 
punishment  somewhat    resembling    this  very 
dangerous  and  afflicting  situation,  altbougli  in- 
finitely revioved  from  it,  on  account  of  the 
person  who  is^  exposed  to  it  knowing  a  certain 
mesaifi  of  saving  himself,  provided  he  has  enough 
of  industry   to  continue  his  exertions.    The 
prisoner  is  confined  in  a  room,  into  which  water 
is  made  constantly  to  flow,  so  increasing  ift 
depth  th^t  he  must;  inevitably,  be  drowned  if 
he  be  idle :  but  if  he  will  be  industrious  and 
jiersevere  at  the  pump,  he  knows  .that  a  certain 
proportion  of  labour  will  keep,  down  the  water, 
and  preserve  his  life.     Surely  none  but  the  am* 
phibious  and  toiling  Hollanders  eould  have  in^ 
vented  such  a  watery  punishment !  although  it 
must   be  allowed  to  be  a  most  excellent  one 
agaUist  idleness.    But- in  a  leaky  ship  at  sea  no 
such  certainty  is  aittainiable.    The  leak  may  in* 
crease,   and  no  human  effort  be  sufficient  to 
keep  the  vessel  upon  the  surface;  yet  all  re* 
fource  is  denied,    and  the  impending  'dooiA 
can,  no  way,  be  averted !    No  itaental  powers^ 
no  bodily  exertion  can  ayail.    Safety  is  not 
to  be  procured  by  any  effort  of  ^trMgth,  or 
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wisdom:  no  opftniiig  is  kit  for  inUXltet  or 
enter{>rise :  each  road  leads  6()^ly  to  desfHair; 
ftnd  the  event  can  neither  be  ftvcwded  nor  re-^ 
sisted.  On  either  hand  the  wretched  suflferers 
see  only  the  wide  jaw  of  destruction.  The  leak 
stilt  inoreasing^  the  wftter  eoiitiiifies  to  gain 
npon  atl  the  means  employed  If  grows  deeper : 
the  sinking  ship  moves  heavily  on  >  her  weight 
opposes  all  the  force  of  wind  and  sails:  she 
labours  to  proceed:  her  progress  is  more  and 
more  impeded :  the  slow  motiom  ceases  at  in- 
tervals: a  dread  pause  succeeds;'  the  ship  bo 
longer  moves !  A  momentary  silenee,-^a  deadi- 
like  stillness  prevails  throughout  the  crew^  She 
sinks  to  the  bottom^  and  all  hands  perish  in  the 
silent  deep.  « 

You  will  join  in  our  rejoicings  that  sncli^ 
although  long  threatened,  was  not  the  fate  oi 
the  General  Ctiyler.  Happily  she  put  into 
Palmas,  and  was  saved.  At  the  tirfie  of  gaining 
the  harbour  she  had  many  feet  wateir  in  the 
hold,  and,  only  with  great  exertion,  was  kept 
afloat  while  the  cargo  was  removed*  A  fort- 
night's delay  was  occasioned  in  repairing  her, 
and  fitting  her  for  the  remainder  of  die  voyage. 
It  is  upwards  of  fourteen  weeks  since  she  sailed 
from  England,  twelve  of  which  have  been 
actually  passed  at  sea :  most  of  them  iti  stnig* 
gltng  against  storms  and  gales— against  contrary 
winds,  and  contending  elements! 
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The  passengers  are  struck  with  surprise  to 
find  thati  even  at  this  kte  period,  their  ship  is 
among  the  early  arrivals  of  the  convoy ;  having 
imagined  that,  during  their  perilous  delay,  the 
whole  fleet  must  have  reached  Barbadoes,  and 
the  troops  have  agam  embarked  for  their  x%^ 
spective  destinations. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  who  arrive  in  the 
ships  from  England  or  Ireland  are  astonished  to 
find  so  many  vessels  of  the  convoy  at  Barbadoes, 
having  been  led  to  believe,  by  the  reports  of 
tiiose  who  returned,  that*  th^  whole  must  have 
either  goQe  back,  put  into  diffierebt  ports  on  the 
passage  or  been  lost  at  se^ 
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LETTER    XXIX. 

Barbadoes.  March  dSl 

Carlisle  Bay  is  become  quite  the, busy  Thames 
of  the  West  Indies.  Scajfcely  a  day  p^asses 
without  the  arrival  of  vessels  from  one  part  of 
the  globe  or  anothftr.  To  us  this  affords  a 
degree  of  interest  and  amusement;  for  we  ar^ 
frequently  enlivened  by  the  signals  made  for 
vessels  either  coming  into  harbour,  or  appearing^ 
in  sigh^  and  which  £rove  to  be  from  difierentv 
and  widely  separated  coasts,  English  ships  of 
war,  merchantmen,  and  transports ;  slave-ships 
from  the  coast  of  Africa;  packets,  prizes, 
American  traders;  island  vessels,  prh'ateers, 
fishing  smacks,  and  different  kmds  of  boats, 
cutters,  and  luggers,  are  among  the  almost 
hourly  variety,  to  be  seen  either  entering  or 
quitting  Carlisle  Bay. 

The  day  after  the  Arethusa  came  in 
we  were  early  enlivened  by  signals  for  two 
other  vessels  approaching  from  windward ;  but 
they  proved  to  be  ships  from  very  opposite 
coasts;  one  being  from  Halifax;  the  other  a 
Guinea-man  with  a  cargo  of  slaves  from  Africa. 

Several  vessels  of  the  Cork  division  have 
joined  us  within  the  few  last  days ;  but  none  of 
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them  bring  any  accurate  tidings  of  the  fleet; 
inbst  of  theinr  having  parted  from  the  convoy, 
during  the  first  or  second  night  after  quitting 
the  harbour,  and  not  having  met  with  it  since. 
The  Charlotte  transport  was  fchased  by  a  priva- 
teer at  the  dist^ce  of  only  a  few  leagues  from 
Barbadoes,  and  must,  inevitably,  haye  been 
taken,  but  for  the  fortunate  circumstance  of  a 
slave-ship,  from  the  coa&t  of  Guinea,  comipg 
up  at  the  time,  and  engaging  her  pursuer,  A 
running  action  was  maintained,  for  two  hours, 
between  this  ship  and  the  privateer,  when  th^ 
latter  sheered  off,  leaving  the  Guinea- man,  and 
her  protegee,  to  proceed  quietly  to  Barbadoes ; 
the  slave-ship  having  suffered  considerably  in 
j^er  rigging. 

The  Madras  East  Indiam^i^  and  a  packet 
are  this  day  arrived  from  England.  They  4jb- 
.  parted,  the  one  from  Falmouth,  the  other  from 
St  Helen's,  on  the  23d  of  February,  and  have 
completed  the  passage  within  a  month.  The  Ma- 
dras brings  a  cargo  of  ordnance  stores,  ^he  sail- 
ed alone,  and  made  a  running  voyage.  Several 
persons  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
of  coming  out  in  this  ^hip  as  passengers :  she 
has  also  a  small  party  of  artillery-men  on  boarc}. 
The  arrival  of  the  present  packet  has  not 
caused  so  great  a  sensation  as  was  produced  by 
the  appearance  of  that  ^ which  I  mentioned  to 
you  before,  although  we  are  much  pleased  and 
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gratified  to  see  it  We  have  now  an  ample 
supply  both  of  English  and  American  papers, 
and  ^m  the  arrivals  being  more  frequent,  and 
the  commander  in  chief  among  us,  the  sad 
torpor  of  the  preceding  weeks  no  longer  reigns* 
Activity  prevails,  and  the  suspense  of  w^ting 
is  alleviated  by  busy  preparation. 

We  have  lately  had'an  opportunity  of  visit* 
ing  the  Venus  slave-ship  of  London,  just  ar* 
rived  with  a  cargo  of  blacks,  from  the  coacstof 
Africa^  The  ship  appeared  small :  there  was  a 
want  of  space,  and  the  negroes  seemed  crowded; 
but,  in  all  other  respects,  we  were  pleased  to  re- 
mark the  excellence  of  the  accommodations^ 
and  the  great  attention  paid  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  slaves.  The  cargo  consisted  of 
930  prime  negroes,  all  in  high  health,  and  good 
spirits.  The  ship  was  remarkably  clean.  No 
sickness  had  occurred  among  the  Africans,  or  the 
crew  I  nor  had  any  one  died  upon  the  passage. 
They  made  the  voyage  in  six  weeks,  and  the 
slaves  were  fed  the  whole  time  with  Guinea 
com.  The  average  value  of  the  cargo  is  caleu* 
lated  at  nearly  50/.  for  each  person.  The  cap- 
tam  has  but  few  hands  in  his  ship's  company, 
yet,  from  his  kind  treatment  of  the  blacks,  he 
has  so  well  secured  their  attachment  and  obedi- 
ence, as  to  feel  no  apprehension  of  a  revolt,  or 
of  any  occurrence  to  menace  their  safety. 
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Pn  Gl^om  and  myself  continue  our 
pedeatrian  excursions  about  th^  neighbourbdod 
c^  the  hkf.  In  obe  of  <Hir  late  ntmUea  we  as* 
tended  socne  bilb  m  the  vicinity  (if  Bridge* 
town,  which  afford  a  fine  landscape  of  Che 
island,  together  with  a  view  of  the  town,  the 
harbour,  and  the  sea. 

Situated  below  this  mountainous  range  is 
die  plantation  of  a  Mr.  Daniel;  an  old  estate 
which  is  sheltered,  and  rendered  picturesque 
by  the  adjoining  hills.  Here  we  saw  a  very 
lofty  and  fine  avenue  of  trees,  of  the  valuable 
lignum  vitse;  also  an  immensely  large  and 
ancient  tamaiind-tree,  of  more  extended 
branches,  and  wider  trunk  than  the  antique 
oaks,  or  spreading  elms,  which  are  sometimes 
seen  to  grace  the  door-way  of  our  old  English 
dwellings.  The  tamarind  is  of  the  Mimosa 
tribe,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  very  handsome 
example  of  vegetable  production.  It  bears  am 
immense  quantity  of  fruit,  which  hanging 
among  the  small  leaves,  in  the  numerous  pods  of 
a  dirty  brown  cojlour,  gives  a  singular  appear^ 
ance,  withobt  adding  to  the  beauty  of  th^  tree, 
Upon  this  old  ornament  of  the  mansion  were 
many  bushels,  perhaps  I  might  say  many  hogsr 
heads  of  tamarinds,  which  were  left  to  fall  use- 
less on  the  ground.  Esteemed  as  this  fruit  is  in 
Europe,  in  its  preserved  state,  it  se^ms  to  b?  as^ 
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litde  valued  here,  as  the  common  cifab^F  ^ 
hedges  in  England,  and  is  e(]pially  neglected, 
not  being  omsidered  wordi  tiie  labour  of 
gathering,  or  the  expense  of  the  sogtr  required 
in  preserrpg  it,  !      . 
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LETTER    XXX. 

Barbadoes,  M ardi, 

I  SHOULD  have  mentioned  to  you  in  my  laat 
letter,  that,  from  joining  in  the  general  greetings 
on  the  glad  occasion  of  Sir  R.  Abercromby's 
long-expected  arrival,  and  hoping  to  learn  that 
we  were  immediately  to  proceed  to  St.  Domin* 
go,  we  lost  no  time  in  waiting  upon  the  com- 
inander  in  chief:  but  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you 
that  we  are  likely  to  be  detained  longer 
from  our  place  of  destination,  it  being  intend^ 
ihat  we  should  wait  the  arrival  of  General^ 
Whyte,  and  the  Cork  division,  and  all  proceed 
to  S^  Pomingo  under  the  same  convoy* 

I  am  h&ppy  to  announce  to  you  tlut  the 
ills  of  climate  have,  hitherto,  sparpely  reached 
me:  but  my  friend^^  C}eghorn  and  Master  are 
greater  sufferers  than  myself.  All  of  us  are  . 
fmnoyed  by  the  prickly  heat,  and  those  torment- 
ing insects  the  musquitoes;  but,  in  Cleghom, 
the  prickly  heat  is  so  violent  as  to  become  a 
^re  eruption ;  and,  on  the  legs  of  Master,  the 
bites  of  mus<{uitoes  have  produced  very  trouble-^ 
lonip  ulcers ;  m  addition  to  these  evils,  both  of 
IHjr  fri^ds  are  frequently  seized  with  bleeding 
4i 
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at  the  nose ;  with  which  I  have  not  been  once 
attacked. 

Notwithstanding  that  they  are  more  dii« 
turbed  by  theefrects  of  climate  than  I  am,  they 
often  amuse  themselves  at  my  continuing  to 
observe  an  abstemious  diet,  and  to  persevere  in 
the  habit  of  drinking  water;  and  are  even 
bbld  enough  to  propose  that  we  should  establish 
a  tontine,  with  the  benefit  of  survivorships 
*^  Let  us/'  say  they,  ^'  enter  into  an  Mgage^ 
ment  that  he  who  lives  longest  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  clothes,  arms,  baggage,  and  horses  of 
those  who  may  chance  to  die,  previous  to  our 
return  to  England.  Water,'*  continue  they, 
^^  will  render  you  the  most  palatable  to  the 
hungry  devourer  of  these  regions,  and^  <^ 
course,  you  will  be  his  earliest  prey/^—**  On  the 
contrary,  my  friends,''  I  Feply,  "you  lay  a, bait 
for  this  ravenous  destro}'er,  by  preparing  for 
him  inviting  juices,  enriched  with  wine,  and 
high  essenced  dishes !" 

Were  it  fit  to  take  up  this  subject  profit 
sionally,  or  to  trouble  you  with  medtical  <liscus^ 
sjons,  P  might  offer  some  powerful  reasons  why 
I  have  a  better  chance  of  again  seeing  England, 
than  either  of  my  agreeable  associates.  Oifr 
comrade,  Weir,  smiles  at  our  calculations,  and 
being  in  a  manner  secure,  from  having  under* 
gon^  nine  veafs  s^soning  at  J^aica,  feels  it 


probable  that  he  may  have  to  return  alone,  and 
report  the  fate  of  us  all. 

Endless,  surely,  are  to  be  the  vexations 
and  disappomtments  attending  this  expedition ! 
In  every  attempt,  every  branch  of  it  would 
seem  destined  to  meet  with  delay  and  disaster. 
In  the  papers,  received  by  the  last  packet,  we 
read  that  the  Cork  fleet,  which  we  had  flattered 
ourselves  was  within  a  few  leagues  of  Barba^ 
does,  has  put  back  into  Cove  harbour.  In  this 
ive  have  great  and  severe  disappointment  It 
iras  the  division  with  which  we  were  to  proceed 
to  our  place  of  destination,  and  from  the  ships 
which  have  already  arrived  reporting  so  favor* 
ably  of  the  voyage,  and  the  weather,  it  is  a 
mortification,  very  unexpected. 

We  have  now  to  bid  adieu  to  our  rural  ex* 
cursions,  and  mar6on*like  wanderings,  about  the 
pleasant  island  of  Barbadoes ;  foi:  it  is  ordered 
that  the  physicians  of  the  St  Domingo  staff 
shall  consider  themselves  on  duty,  at  the  gene^ 
ral  hospital  at  St  Anne*s  Hill;  and  it  has  fallen 
to  my  lot  to  be  the  first  employed.  We  are 
also  further  required  to  inspect  the  troops  on 
Board  the  ships  of  the  Cork  division,  as  they 
come  into  harbour,  in  order  to  report  their  state 
of  health,  or  disease.  Luckily  our  residence, 
on  board  the  Lord  Sheffield,  is  singularly  convex 
nient  for  the  performance  of  these  services;  we 
h9pe  therefore  to  be  ab|e  to  coptinue  our  socia} 
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mess ;  and  to  live  in  the  cool  breeze,  afloat,  in* 
stead  of  being  crowded  into  close  and  healed 
lodgings  on  shore. 

Being  in  the  bay,  we  readily  see  tvery  ship 
as  it  conies  in,  and  can,  without  delay,  take  ofF 
a  boat  to  proceed  upon  our  visit  of  inspection ; 
nor  are  we  less  happily  placed  for  the  hos^tal^ 
being  able  to  reach  it  in  a  boat,  much  quicker 
than  we  could  walk  to  it  from  the  town. 

Sickness,  I  am  sorry  to  remark,  is  already 
appearing  among  us.  The  hospitals  are  full, 
and  some  of  tlie  troops  are  obliged  to  quit  their 
barracks,  in  order  that  these  may  be  converted 
into  sick  wards :  but  do  not  imagine  that  we 
are  suffering  from  disease  of  climate.  It 
is  not  so.  The  disorder  which  now  exists, 
has  been  brought  with  the  trppps.  It  is  the 
common  hospital  or  ship  fever — is  the  conse- 
quence of  the  soldiers  being  long  detained  in 
'  crowded  vessels,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
''  lAMaladieduPaysr 

The  ships  of  the  Cork  division,  notwith- 
standing their  quick  passage,  arrive  with  the 
troops  in  a  very  unhealthy  state,  but  they  must 
have  been  sickly  when  they  embarked,  or  before 
they  left  the  harbour.  From  the  specimen  we 
have  in  the  Abergavenny  and  Hindostan,  we 
have  nothing  favorable  to  expect  from  the  seem- 
ing accommodation  of  employing  such  large 
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Y<^ssek,  as  troop-ships«  In  none  of  the  trans* 
ports  have  we,  yet/  found  the  men  more  un« 
healthy  vi  but,  from  the  habits  of  cleanliness^ 
commonly  observed  on  board  the  East  India 
ships^  and,  more  especially,  from  several  active 
and  intelligent  military  officers  being  on  boards 
no  suspicion  can  be  entertained  of  any  of  the 
^  rules  of  cleanliness  or  regularity  having  been 
neglected  among  the  troops. 

To  me  it  has  always  appeared  unwise  to 
employ  any  ship,  as  a  transport  for  troops,  in 
which  the  men  are  obliged  to  sleep  upon  two 
different  deckts,,  the  one  below  the  other ;  and, 
from  present  appearanceSi  this  expedition  seems 
likely  to  strengthen  the  opinion. 

When  so  large  a  number  as  from  three  hun* 
dred  to  five  hundred  men,  in  addition  to  the 
ship's  company,  make  a  passage .  in  the  same 
vessel,  they  cannot  but  be  crowded;  and  if  the 
weather  should  prove  bad,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  have  the  lower  deck  kept  so  clean,  and  well 
Ventilated,  as  will  be  requisite:  hence,  from 
many  of  the  soldiers  becoming  sick ;  from  their 
taking  food  in  their  sleeping  births ;  and  crowd- 
ing  themselves  with  knapsacks,  blankets,  and 
other  baggage ;  and  from  multitudes  breathing 
together,  in  a  close  and  confined  place,  the  air 
mpst,  very  quickly,  be  rendered  unwholesome^ 
and  disease  .will,  necessarily,  be  generated. 
Where  tltere  are  two  decks  it  is  also  more  diffi** 
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cult  to  keep  the  men  sufficiently  ex|>osed  to  the 
open  stBospherey  as  dis  icHt^  tiid  djsofceditnt 
can  more  easily  conceal  themselves^  and  remain 
below,  throughout  the  day. 

The  difference,  in  point  of  health,  is  pecu* 
liarly  striking  between  the  troops  amvey#d  itt 
transports  from  England,  and  the  slaves  brought 
in  the  Guinea  ships  from  Africa.  Perhaps^ 
from  the  present  mode  of  conducting  the  slave- 
ships,  some  useful  hints  might  be  derived,  for 
the  management  of  transports.  The  negroes  art 
much  more  crowded  than  the  soldiers,  yet  far 
more  healthy.  The  cause  of  thi^  I  much  sus« 
pect  will  be  found  in  the  difference  of  treatment 
and  accommodation.  According  to  the  present 
method  of  proceeding  with  the  blacks,  a  Guinea 
ship  would  carry,  with  less  danger  of  disease 
being  generated  among  them,  a  cargo  more  than 
thrice  as  numerous  as  a  transport  would  carry 
of  soldiers^ 

I  took  occasion  to  remark  in  a  former 
letter  that  the  nakedness  of  the  slaves  was  their 
best  security  against  sickness,  but,  in  addition 
to  their  being  without  clothes,  they  are  com<^ 
pelled  to  remain  constantly  upon  deck  in  die 
day-'time ;  and  are  encouraged  to  exercise  and 
amusement:  their  sleeping«places  are  completely 
washed  out  as  soon  as  they  quit  them ;  and  no 
species  of  baggage,  or  clothing;  not  a  bundle, 
nor  any  article  of  bedding;  not  even  a  blanket 
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or  a  sfaeeti  -Bor  any  kind  of  thing  that  can  create 
filth,  or  collect  impurities  is  admitted.  Venti- 
kttion  and  washing  are  strictly  enjoined,  and  the 
slaves  are  reduced,  or  compelled  to  observe 
cleanliness  of  person  :  together  with  these 
means,  perhaps  their  simple  diet  of  vegetables 
and  water  may  greatly  contribute,  by  diminish- 
ing the  predisposition,  and  lessening  the  suscep- 
tibility of  disease. 

Henee  it  would  seem  that  cleanliness,  ex* 
treise,  cheerfulness,  a  simple  diet,  and  free  ex- 
posure to  the  atmosphere  are  the  great  preven- 
tives of  illness ;  and  that  by  a  strict  observance 
of  these  means  the  negroes  make  the  voyage^ 
from  Africa  to  the  West  Indies,  without  engen- 
dering infectious  maladies,  although  infinitely 
more  crowded,  than  troops  on  board  the  most 
confined  transport 

Many  causes  conspire  to  prevent  these 
grand  objects  from  being  equally  attained  by 
the  soldiers ;  but  it  is  a  desideratum,  even,  to 
approach  them.  If  I  were  to  enter  into  a  de« 
tail  of  all  that  might  be  offered  upon  this  ver^ 
important  subject,  instead  of  a  letter  I  should 
write  a  volume.  The  difference  of  climate,  of 
habit,  of  education,  and  of  diet  would  all  re- 
quire to  be  taken  into  the  discussion ;  but  it 
were  foreign  to  our  present  purpose  to  engage  in 
such  an  extensive  inquiry.  I  may  content  my- 
self, therifore,  with  adding  that,    both  in  re- 
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gard  to  transports,  ai^  barracks^  the  senricf 
would  reap  the  most  essential  benefiti  if  the 
rules,  which  might  be  prescribed  by  its  medical 
officers,  were  strictly  followed  ;  aqd  policy^  no 
less  than  humanity  seems  to  demand  it 

I  must  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  the 
$Sd  instant  was  the  hottest  day  we  havQ  felt^ 
since  our  arrival  between  the  tropics.  In  tl^ 
morning  the  thermometer  stood  at  73^,  ainl  tht 
weather  was  pleasantly  cool,  but  it  afterwards 
grew  very  close,  and  the  little  air  that  was  stir^ 
ritig,  coming  from  the  south,  we  felt  the  tempe- 
rature much  increased,  and  every  one  com- 
plained of  excessive  heat.  We  were  on  shore 
during  the  forenoon,  but  having  left  our  ther- 
mometers in  the  ship,  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  observing  the  degree  of  heat,  either  in  the 
town,  or  the  bay  :  from  our  feelings,  compared 
with  the  preceding  days,  we  judge  it^to  have 
been  at  least  86. 

Although  it  was  unusually  hot  and  op- 
pressive in  Bridge-town,  we  perceived  a  great  ^ 
difference,  in  the  more  elevated  part  of  the 
country.  We  dined  at  Dr.  Hinde's,*  -some 
miles  from  the  town,  and  did  not  there  feel 
the  heat  unpleasant.  Thirteen  persons  sat 
down  to  table,  and  I  remarked  that  not  one  of 
the  party  had. occasion  to  use  his  liandk'erchief^ 
in  a  way  that  might  have  shocktjd-ilie  delicacy 
of  a  Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XXXr. 

• 

Baibadoei,  March  SO.. 

I  REAR  you  will  be  tired  of  reading  tales  of  dis* 
appointment  and  uncertainty,  whicht  as  I  be- 
fore Observed,  would  seem  to  know  no  end.  On^ 
the  morning  of  the  S8th  inst  we  saw  an  ensiga* 
hoisted  at  the  for^  and  heard  three  guns  fired  ; 
which  constitute  the  signal  of  alatm  implyinjg 
a  strange  fleet  to  be  iu  sig^t.  It  was,  immedi- 
ately/ concluded  that  it  was  the  Cork  convoy, 
and  its  arrival  was  readily  explained,  by  sup^- 
posing  it  to  have  put  to  sea  again,  quickly  after 
its  return  to  harbour,  and  to  have  availed  itself 
of  the  favorable  wind  which  had  already  brought 
to  us  so  many  single  vessels  of  that  division. 
Dr.  Cleghom  and  myself  happened  to  be  oil 
our  W^y  to  the  hospital;  and  on  reaching  St. 
Anne's  Hill  we  had  a  most  splendid  view  o£ 
about  eighty  ships  sailing  smoothly  below  us», 
spreading  their  wbite*canvass  along  the  coait  of 
the  island,  as  they  proceeded  towards  the  bay. 
Our  expectations  now  seamed  confirmed.  It 
must  be  the  Cork  fleet ;  imd  we  felt  assured 
of  a  speedy  deMrture  for  St,  Domingo!  Buk 
oiir  measure  of  vexation  was  not  yet  filled ; 
XQU  I.  • 
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for  it  proved  to  be  only  a  fleet  of  merchant* 
men! 

It  would  seem  that  the  very  elements  had 
been  set  in  hostile  array,  exclusivelyr  against  the 
expedition,  and  that  it  only  required  the  sailing 
of  the.  convoys  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  the 
winds,  and  the  ocean.  Amidst  all  the  vexatious 
delays,  that  continue  to  occur,  it  is  mortifying 
to  discover  that  not  one  of  the  troop-ships  has* 
made  the  passage  with  this  fortunate  fleet  of 
traders,  which  sailed  from  Spithead  on  the  t7th 
of  February,  and  reached  Barbadoes  early  on 
tfae  SBth  of  March. 

After  ^breakfast  we  went  on  shore  to  make 
our  marketings  and  to  learn  the  additional  news 
brought  by  die  fleet,  which  had  now  <iome  to 
anchor.  The  streets  of  Bridge-town  were 
crowded,  and  the  place  so  over-run  with  sttBXi^ 
gers,  that  not  a  fish,  nor  a  joint  of  meat  was  to 
be  had :  and  i  single  chicken  was  all  we  c6uld 
piocnre*  ,     *- 

Barbadoes  is  the  best  supplied  of  all  our 
odonies  to  windward  of  Jamaicsii  The  island 
abounds  with  provisions  and  stock;  but  from 
ilie  lato  multiplied  arrivals,  andfirdm  anmneroiis 
fleet  being  so  k)ng  detained  in  the  bay,  the  de^ 
Haand  has  been  so  great  that  a  degree  of  scarcity, 
OTi  at  leasts  that  mark  of  it,  an  increased  and 
f  xtravagant  price^  begins  to  prevail. 

Single  ships  of  tb6  C0f  k  dMskm  atill  con« 


jtiniie  to  joi9  w ;  and  among  them  we  now  find 
the  George  and  JBri^get  with  hospital  6tore8» 
having  our  comrade  tienderaoai  oa  board.  The 
George  and  Bridget,  m  1  before  remarked  to 
you,  is  a  large  North  country  ship,  of  vaat  hulkp 
very  unwieldy,  and  manifestly  a  slow  sailer* 

Ouf  lost  assistant,  poor  Mao~,  who  was 
left  behind  in  consequence  ^f  going  to  Ports* 
month  in  search  of  oar  cow,  is  also  among 'th# 
utmxpected  passeng^s  on  board  this  vessel  Th^ 
narrative  of  bis  adventures,  with  and  without 
the  cow>  has  diverted  us  exceedingly.  He  is  a 
^ttle  &t,  sturdy  man,  of  shorty  pnneb-Irk^ 
figure^  between  thirty  and  forty  yearsi  of  age, 
with  a  vast  deal  of  good  humour  and  willing 
activity  about  him-^bustling,  well-intending, 
And  officiously  desirous  to  be  usefnl.  H^  is  con- 
£dent,  and  presumptuous,^  yet  po^esses  a  degree 
4>f  personal  tin&idity  bordering  upon  supcf^ti- 
iion.  Abruptly  familiar  with  those  he  seeks,  be 
grows  importunate,  and  attaches  himself  even  to 
annoyance ;  b^ing  «kne  of  those  people  who  have 
more  of  frej^m  than  good^sfmnnQrp,  are  perfect 
Vmtfir$  in  esifi^  and  as  perfectly  ignorant  Iq  pq- 
Jitynesa*  'He  is  of  t})^t  clas4  which  possessed 
,moi3e  of  willingneas^  than  jiidgo»e{it*-<^more  of 
liAste,  than  order;  one  cif  ihf)fi^  who  enga^^ 
,with  bold  confidence,  in  whajtever  present^  it- 
self, without  looking  to  the  events  or  observing 
(i^iy  tbiogiof  ipel^d  iatheepceeuitioni  whoai^ 
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ever  ready  to  plunge  into  difficulties^  without  ft 
thought  how  to  subdue  them. 

The  same  sanguine  feelings  which  lead  him 
into  troubles,  tend  to  support  him  through  them^ 
Not  being  of  a  disposition  to  brood  over  hiif 
distresses,  he  is  seldom  the  subject  of  dismay; 
or  the  victim  of  sombre  reflection.  Involved 
in  one  dilemma,  he  commonly  escapes  from  it 
by  rushing  headlong  into  a  greater,  and  often 
blunders  on  to  his  object,  overcoming  every 
impediment  by  forcing  circumstances  through 
all  hazards  to  the  end  propose^} ;  then,  forgetful 
of  the  new  difficulties  which  he  has  created, 
piques  himself  upon  the  merit  of  havipg  ac* 
complished  his  design ! 

It  being  an  essential  comfort  to  have  plenty 
of  milk  on  the  passage,  we  had  purchased  t 
cow  to  take  on  board,  but  owing  to  some  neg« 
lect,  on  shore,  our  valued  animal  had  not  reach- 
ed the  Lord  Sheffield  at  the  time  the  signal  was 
made  for  sailing.  We  applied  to  the  captain  to 
know  how  we  could  proceed  with  the  greatest 
probability  of  procuring  her ;  who,  telling  us 
thjEit  it  was  not  an  object  for  which  he  could 
delay  the  ship,  observed  that  the  only  chance  oi 
liaving  our  milk  was  by  sending  off  some  person, 
instantly,  to  Portsmouth,  who  would  bring  the 
cow,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time.  M ac— *« 
hearing  this,  inomediately  volunteered  bis  sei^ 
Yfces,    A  boat^  returning  to  the  sborcj  y/i?i% 


accordingly  hailed,  and  away  hurried  Mac-^  for 
the  cow ;  not  once  dreaiping  of  the  possibility 
of  failure/  or  that  there  could  be  any  risk  of  hj3 
being  left  behind  In  the  same  unthinking 
haste  in  which  he  left  the  ship  did  he  bustle  on 
when  he  reached  the  town;  and  from  a  thought- 
less blundering  in  every  step  of  his  proceedings 
he  was  defeated  in  all  his  attempts  to  return  on 
board.  Firs(  he  neglected  to  secure  a  boat  at 
the  time  he  went  on  shore— next  he  forgot  the 
address  of  the  person  from  whom  the  cow  was 
purchased — afterwards  he  lost  time  in  cavillii^ 
with  the  man  for  not  sending  her  off  according 
to  his  engagement— *then  he  delayed  by  sitting 
down  to  take  refreshment;  and  when  at  last  the 
poor  animal  was  led  tp  the  water's  edge,  it 
prQved  that  every  boat  was  absent,  and  Mac— 
was  compelled  to  wait  in  great  anxiety  for  the 
return  of  one  from  Spithead.  He  now  began  to 
discover  that  he  had  proceeded  rashly,  and  with- 
P9t  calculating  the  means  of  success;  but  he 
unjustly  cursed  his  fortune,  and  abused  the  quiet^ 
unconscious  cow. 

Thus  it  ever  is  with  the  improvident,— 
whether  regarding  his  time,  his  purse,,  or  his 
pursuits.  The  errors  of  imprudence  he  never 
fails  to  attribute  to  misfortune,  and  he  unfairly 
accuses^  the  fates  with  what  is  only  the  result  of 
hk  o:wi|^  folly  or  neglect.  When  a  lugger  ar- 
rived it  was  too  late  to  overtake  the  fleet;  but 
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he  '  impbbively  jumped  into  it,  inBiitiiig  ott 
making  a  trial,  and  after  remaining  at  eea  for  a 
considerable  time,  was  obliged  to  reture  to 
Portsmonthi  both  himself  and  the  cow  having 
lost  their  passage. 

Now  he  hastily  determined  to  go  to  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  try  from  thence  to  get  on 
board  the  Lord  Sheffield ;  and  af^r  failing  hi 
this,  he  hurried  to  Plymouthi  idly  fancying  that 
he  might  succeed  A*om  thence.  Here  he  was 
alike  defeated.  He  then  travelled  to  Milfbrd 
Haven  and  embarked  for  Ireland,  and  happoied 
to  arrive  at  Cove  Ux  time  for  the  Cork  convoy, 
with  which  he  found  the  George  and  Bridget^ 
and,  knowing  that  Dr.  Henderson  and  other* 
of  the  hospital-staff  were  on  board,  he  applied 
to  the  captain  £or  'a  pa^ge,  relating  his  ad« 
rentures,  with  and  without  the  cow,  as  his  pass*^ 
port. 

From  the  frankness  of  his  manners,  and  the 
willingness  he  expressed  to  put  up  with  all  the 
inconveniences  which  might  present  themselves, 
as  well  as  from  his  companionable  familiarity', 
the  master  of  the  vessel  became  interested  in  his 
behalf,  and  soon  adopted  him  as  his  principal 
associate. 

The  ship  met  with  an  accident  at  sea,  but 
afterwards  made  a  favorable  passage,  and  Mac— 
is  arrived  xa  safety  at  Barbadoes ;  where  he  te- 
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latei^  with  great  delight  all  his  perils  by  sea,  and 
his  troubles  on  shore  *• 

*  The  QdoTge  b]|4  Bri^get^af^mfards  f|nk  in  the  har- 
bour of  Cape  Sl  Nichdaa  Mole;  and  poor  unfortunate 
Ttfao^  joon  after  bis  an^Val  at  St.  ]>onungo,  fell  a  victim 
l#  the  y eUow  jC^er, 
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LETTER    XXXir. 

Btrbiidocfy  April  1,  ITdS. 

We  are  here  all  joy  and  delight.  Without 
the  humours  of  an  April  day,  the  morning  has* 
been  hailed  in  cheerfulness,  from  bringing  to  us 
friends  we  have  long  been  anxious  to  meet. 

At  an  early  hour  the  ensign  was  flying  at 
the  battery,  announcing  the  approach  of  unnum* 
bered  strangers. 

On  this  occasion,  as  on  many  others,  we 
were  both  pleased  and  surprised  to  observe  the 
acuteness  of  sailors  in  discovering  the  nature 
and  extent  of  a  distant  fleet.  Before  we  could 
well  distinguish  a  ship  from  a  brig,  our  tars, 
from  the  cut  of  the  sails,  proclaimed  it  to  be  aa 
English  convoy,  but  not  that  of  Admiral  Com- 
wallis.  From  the  mode  of  setting  the  canvass, 
from  the  form  of  the  ship,  the  figure  of  the 
masts,  or  some  slight  circumstance,  attaching 
to  different  vessels,  but  totally  imperceptible  to' 
us,  they  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  while 
yet  very  remote,  that  instead  of  the  fleet  from 
Spithead,  it  was  our  long-wished-for  convoy 
from  Cork. 

The  whole  fleet  is  now  at  anchor  in  the  bay, 
and  has  brought  to  us  a.  large  body  of  troops, 
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^tined  for  St  Domingo,  under  the  commd&d 
of  General  Whyie.  This  being  the  division  of 
the  expedition  to  which  we  are  attached,  we  had 
twofold  pleasure  in  greeting  its  arrivaL 

In  our  gladness  to  hail  it,  we  climbed  the 
Crouds  up  to  the  main  top,  and  there  stood  to 
view  its  entrance  ^  into  the  bay.     Such  a  scene 
snust  have  been  highly  interesting,  even  if  it 
had  been  wholly  independent  of  the  intimate 
connexion  we  had  with  it:  the  day  was  fine; 
the  breeze  soft  and  mild ;  and  the  surface  of  the 
water  gently  moving.    The  picture  was  rich  and 
varied;  comprehending,  under  a  bird's-eye  view» 
the   town,  and  neighbouring  plantations,   the^ 
bay  crowded  with  shipping,  a  great  extent  of 
the  fine  country  around,  and  the  wide  ocean,  to- 
gether with  the  numerous  vessels  of  our  desired 
convoy  dropping,  with  lull  sails,  into  the  harbour. 
This  fleet,  which  had  been  so  often  reported 
at  sea,  even  so  long  since  as  before  we  left  Eng- 
Jand,  and  which  did  once  sail  and  return,  finally, 
took  its  departure  from  Cove  on  the  S5th  of  Fe- 
bruary: hence  it  may  be  considered  to  have 
made  at  last  a  very  favorable  passage,  having 
befen  precisely  five  weeks  at  sea. 

We  now  look  forward  to  a  speedy  change 
of  place,  and  I  may  soon  have  to  address  you 
from  St.  Domingo,  where  I  hope  to  meet  your 
letters,  and  learn  tidings  of  ye  all.  It  is  about  i^ 
week's  voyage,  and  is  considered  a  very  pleasant 
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ifm€p  being  as  fine  sailing  as  is  known  on  any 
part  of  the  ocean;  the  ship  having  only  to 
q>jead  wide  her  canvass  and  fly  before  ike  traiti. 

Indolenoe  is  considered  to  be  die  geneiU 
effect  of  excessive  heat  of  climate ;  and  if  the 
ingenious  Bruno  bad  visited  the  tropical  rep^ 
gions,  he  might  here  have  found  many  facts  m 
support  of  his  very  plausible  doctrine;  The 
lapguor  of  climate  is  felt  by  few  on  iheir  early 
arrival  in  the  West  Indies :  the  first  effect  of  the 
heat  seems  to  be  that  of  stimulatbg  the  rigid 
northern  fibre  into  increased  activity;  and 
Creole  inertness  follows  only  as  the  result  of 
cqntinued  residence* 

**  Precisely  thus,"  would  have  exclaimed 
Dr.  Brown^  ^^  and  so  with  wine,  ophimi  brandy, 
and  all  other  stimuli.  They,  at  first,  only  increase 
the  excitement,  and  give  new  vigour  to  the 
frame;  but,  continued  to  excess,  they  exhaust  the 
excitability,  over-run  ever-delighting  excite* 
ment,  and  plunge  the  body  into  indirect  debility, 
inducing  a  state  of  body,  precisely  similar  to  that 
of  Creole  inactivity;  a  state  from  which  there  Is 
no  escape,  but  through  the  medium  of  new  or 
atill  more  powerful  stimuli.''  Yet,  the  renewed 
vigour — the  restored  excitement,  acquiiipd  by  a 
leturn  to  the  sedative  twrthy  would  seem  an  ever- 
lasting obstacle  to  the  theory  as  stated  by  its 
great  projector :  the  languor  of  climate,  or  in- 


lireei debility,  hejitg  removed  by  %  directly  dpt 
bilittttisg  power~*tbe  ^tractioii  of  heat 

But  I  mn  Utinyjng  from  ooui:  patlk  I«et 
Bie^  llieseforey  retrace  my  steps,  and  tell  yo^ 
the  efiect  of  climate  upon  a  cold  Hollander  of 
our  crew; 

I  have  airtady  made  knowfi  to  you  that 
neither  my  comrade  Dr«  Cleghom/  nor  myself^ 
feel  yiet  any  aenae  of  tropical  indolencob  but 
diat  we  continue  our  habits  of  exercise  In  aU 
our  rude  European  strength.  We  have,  fbi 
some  days  past,  been  closely  watching  one  of 
our  sailors  who  is  a  Dutchman* '  He  is  recently 
from  Holland,  and,  in  manners  and  appearance^ 
a  true  Batavian.  On  the  passage  he  was  a  dull, 
heavy,  slow,  and  plodding  Dutchman — frigid, 
and  inanimate  as  the  most  icy  boor  of  his  aqua- 
tic nation.  His  movements  were  a  tolerably  ac*« 
curate  representation  of  the  crawling  sloth ;;. 
and  the  unvaried  sedateness  of  his  visage  no  lesi 
emblematical  of  his  native  home. 

Having  particularly  noticed  him  througfi-^ 
Dut  the  voyage,  we  feel  some  surprise  in  now 
witnessing,  as  it  were,  a  complete  revolution  of 
his  nature  and  habits.  The  rays  of  a  tropical 
aun  seem  to  have  given  play  to  his  muscles^  set 
free  all  the  circulating  juices  of  his  frame,  and 
thawed  the  icy  coldness  of  his  soul.  The 
change  we  observe  in  him  is  indeed  greater  than 
you  can  imagine :  roused  from  the  torpor  of  unr 
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heeding  sameness,  by  the  all-viTifying  power  of 
tropical  warmth,  the  frigid  cloud  of  indifiereiice 
is  dissipated  from  his  brow ;  he  is  grown  cheerfiil 
^d  gay;  wears  a  smile  of  mirth  upon  his 
countenance,  and  moves  with  an  alertness,  be- 
yond all  that  could  have  been  expected  in  m- 
Dutchman*  He  now  skips  merrily  about  the 
ship;  pulls  his  oar  with  glee  in  the  boat;  and, 
on  all  occasions,  appears  animated  and  lively ; 
vying  in  spirits  and  activity  with  the  sprigbt'* 
liest  tar  of  the  ship. 
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LETTER    XXXIIL 

Barbadoai,  ApriL*' 
Peihaps  you  will  feel  surprised  if  I  should  tell 
you  that  we  have  seeu  aa  African  slave  perform 
a  chirurgical  operation,  with  greater  dexterity 
than  it  could  have  been  done  by  the  most  skil* 
fill  surgeon  of  Europe !    . 

Walking  on  the  beach^  we  remarked  two 
negroes  sitting  on  tlie  sands,  occupied  with 
soa^ethingy  which  semed  to  command  minute 
attention*  On  approaching  near  to  them,  we 
found  the  one  engaged  in  extracting  that  sadly 
troublesome  insect  the  Chigoe  from  the  othef  # 
foot  Our  curiosity  being  excited,  we  stopped 
to  witness  the  operation,  and  saw  it  executed 
with  great  neatness  and  ability. 

The  chigoe  is  a  very  minute  insect,  which 
insinuates  itself,  imperceptibly,  under  the  skin, 
most  commonly  of  the  toes,  and  there^  forming 
a  nidus,  produces  its  young*  These  are  envelop^* 
ed  in  a  sipall  cyst  or  bag,  which  usually  in- 
creases to  the  si^e  of  a  pea,  as  the  period  of 
maturity  i^proaphes.  When  the  young  are 
about  to  escape,  a  sense  of  tingling,  or  itching 
is  felt  in  the  part,  at  first  very  slight  and  often 
l>$>t  sq^ient  to  attract  the  notice  of  Europeans; 
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but,  if  longer  neglected,  it  increases  to  a  senst 
'  of  soreness  on  pressure,  or  on  treading  upon 
that  part  of  the  foot  This  commonly  leads  to 
examination,  when  a  dark  point  is  discovered, 
which  directs  to  a  small,  and  scarcely  tumid 
cil-cle,  whitish,  or  very  slightly  inflamed,  of  an 
ippearance  somewhat  like  what  might  arise 
(torn  a  pea  lodged  under  the  skin.  If,  at  thii 
period,  the  cyst  be  removed,  the  disease  may  be 
ibradicated,  and  nothing  further  appirehend^ ; 
but  if  it  be  still  neglected,  the  nidos  niptitiies, 
knd  the  young  bnes  escaping,  penetrate  into  the 
|)arts  around,  producing  a  sore  which  degene^ 
^ates  into  a  troublesome  ulcer,  and  this  being 
increased  by  the  new  cystt  of  many  chigoes^ 
bften  proceeds  to  incurable  disease,  and  nlti^ 
taiately  to  the  destruction  of  the  toe. 

The  chigoes  prevail  most  in  sandy  places  f 
in  this  island  they  are  very  numerous.  A  ntgro 
sometimes  extracts  five  or  six  from  his  fee^ 
at  one  sitting;  and  so  expert  is  he  at  find* 
ing  them,  that,  in  examining  the  foot  of  an 
European,  a  slave  will,  frequently,  discover  two 
or  three  chigoes,  before  the  indi vittttal  eoitld  ptt* 
ceive  the  least  itching  or  imeasmess  f\rom  tbenu 

The  mode  of  extractliig  thert  is  as  followsc 
with  a  pointed  pen-knife,  not  very  tSttarp,  of  tht 
blunt  end  of  a  large  needle,  a  slight  opening  is 
tnade  in  tlie  skin,  at  the  small  bktck  pcnnt  over 
thtf  cyst;    Prom  this  opeiiin|f  tht  nkia  ii  forced 


away,  by  bmg  toro,  or  brokea  down,  knA 
pressed  outwtu-ds,  on  all  sides,  care  beiog  taken 
not  to  puncture,  or  otherwise  rupture  the  cysL 
The  skin  being  thus  separated,  the  nidus  or 
small  bag  beccnnes  exposed  in  form  of  a  little 
round  body,  and  is,  afterwards,  extracted  by 
forcing  down  the  point  of  the  instrument,  at 
cme  side,  and  turning  it  out  A  hole  re- 
mains not  unlike  a  pea  issue:  this  the  negro 
commonly  fills  with  ashes  from  the  pipe  or^ 
si^r,  mixed  with  butter,  tallow  from  acandhv 
or  any  other  kind  of  grease  that  happens  to  bo 
at  hand,  and  the  cure  is  completed  with  the 
operation* 

A  specimen  of  indolence  in  labour  has  oc« 
curred  to  our  observation,  which,  whether  it 
be  regarded  as  the  effect  of  climate,  or  of  sla^ 
very,  I  may  note  to  you  as  an  additbnal  ex^ 
ilmple  of  the  feeble  exertions  used  by  slaves  in 
their  unrequited  round  of  toil.  A  party  of 
n^oes  being  employed  to  remove  some  hospital 
stores^  from  the  side  of  the  watei*  to  a  ware^ 
ttpttSe,  Dn  Cleghom  and  myself  took  the  op* 
p6rtunity  of  passing  that  way  in  our  walk,  in 
order  to  see  t^em  at  work,  and  observe  tlieir 
induairy  and  mode  of  labour.  We  found  oo 
kis  than  tea  slaves  occupied  in  rolling  a  middle* 
sieed  diest,  vridi  a  black  driver  boMing  bis 
whip  at  their  backs,  and  an  overseer,  of  fairer 

a,  to  cptamand  tfaem.    |t  was  perhaps,  in 
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all  respect^,  the  veiy  worst  way  in  which  such 
a  package  coold  have  been  moved !  From  the 
size  of  the  chest  it  was  only  with  difficulty  each 
negro  could  find  space  for  an  assisting  hand ; 
from  its  shape  it  was  most  inconvenient  for  roll- 
ing; and  from  its  contents,  most  iniproper; 
b^og  filled  with  bottles,  jars,  earthen  pots^ 
and  the  like.  In  England  four  men  would  have 
carried  it  upon  a  liand*barrow  with  gi^t  ease: 
but  here,  the  time  and  labour  of  twelve  men 
Vrere  consumed  in  moving  it,  at  a  rate  incompa* 
ably  slower,  and  at  the  expense,  probably,  of 
l^reat  part  of  its  contents. 

We  pointed  out  to  them  the  injury  that 
might,  and  the  loss  of  time  that  necessarily 
must  derive  from  this  method  of  moving  it,  and 
endeavoured  to  convince  them  how  much  safer^ 
and  more  expeditious  it  would  be,  to  take  it  up, 
and  carry  it  But,  no !  that  was  not  their  way ! 
**  fVe  no  savez  carry  him^  we  roll  him  gentfyf 
Moisa^  den  we  no  break  'em  bottks  imide^''  was 
the  reply.  In  even  the  most  liberal  it  is  alwaya 
a  task  to  oppose  habits  oonfirmed  by  long 
usages  among  slaves  it  were  utterly  in  vain  to 
attempt  it!  Had  we  insisted  upon  the  case 
being  carried,  it  is  more  than  fprobable  that  iC 
would  have  quickly  &llen  to  the  ground,  and 
lite  whole  contents  been  diatteredto  atoms  ^  w^ 
therefore,  left  them  to  .pursue'  tii^ir  own  meansL 

^e  have  stnce  met  with  aao^r  cirquoh 


in  wl^ch  flUve^  e^cu|;fs  the|r  |:a^  .'-lOf  J  ffight 

fMf^  hfijd  in  slavery,  wy,  ^4  ,.^  ^u^^ 

.feeling  ipiij vidufj^  W^l^k^  t* VWis  .i^  ^|[f f- 
^ital  we  n>^  a  psjrjty  of  wgroei9fpttii}g  ^Jwt  f^f 
-stores  fronj  t;b^  bpat,  ^^  VfU^  fi\^^y  twt^bcjfp 
,  brought  on  shore,  to  the  store-rft^>n|»  l^wp^K- 
J9[g  t^e  case  to  b«  .ligl^  ;an4  Hff9;nW£r  ^^  ^^ 
xwitjun  wily,  y^^^  9f  ^>  #  4c)Si|if^  V>^W^^oi|r , 
^y  woul4  \ierfqrfi^  lf)4ua:t^itry  tih9f?q)er^jEnp|t 
^f  qiaking  t)ieiD  ^5^7  kf  MTh  »  iJ^ng  tbfi, 

we^^^w^B.JWV^.pfJf|^p<l»^9gi»»y  of  tfegjait^  811 
^  pf  pnwHy,.pf  weifefti^iJt»y^*-teft  ^pm,  as 
iiefivft  U>  Xh^lr  f>vfv  yfayi ;  ps,  ^tteinjKjng  jtOjUgt 
ite  j¥ipkag9  to[tfeBii;.8jtQ*Mstftr  tj^jf  s^tf^Wtif^ 
fjrwi^jf  1  iw ; tlwj  ftwfewwd. ftnil  ludlcrQW  nM^Wflf 
we  bad  ^36pept€d;-stiU  ^*ls^:f^9e\^%  iw 
JPJiU'y  P^  c^nseqM^sqcp^  wmJ4  ^m  ftoB<:it,;wft 
who  were  recently  ffim  .3E^r<^,  yroyfi  )^i9e 
diverted    at  their  fruitless    and    incompetent 

efforts ;  but  Captain ,  who  was  with  u^ 

and  had  resided  long  enough  in  the  West  Indies 
to  have  accustomed  himself  to  the  arbitrary 
treatment  of  slaves,  seeing  the  stupid  way  in 
which  they  attempted  this  new  task,  immedi- 
ately gave  one  of  the  poor  fellows  a  cruel  cut, 
with  a  large  horse- whip,   across  the  face  and 
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eyes  f  We  remonstrated'  with  him  on  tlib  untie* 
tessary  and  tmmerited  severity;  and  could  not 
1)tit  mark  it^  in  our  minds,  as  ^  act  of  wanton 
cruelty  J  which,  if  I  taay  Judge  from  the  im- 
pulse of  my  tiwrt  feelings,  will  long  stand  against 
him.  We  desired  the  poor  negroes  to  put  down 
the  box,  and  Convey  it  according  to  their  own 
xhethod ;  and,  in  sentiments  of  indignation,  left 
the  Captain  to  the  remorse  which  ought  to  be 
his  punishment 

You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  i^tdti^ 
gence  has  just  reached  us  of  the  defeat  of  the 
brigands  at  Grenada,  in  an  actibn  with  our 
troops^  commanded  by  General  NicolL  Their 
loss  is  said  to  amount  to  three  hundred  men. 

The  Portsmouth  fleet  is  still  a  truant  to  out 
expectations^  From  the  ticfings  we  had  receive 
ed  of  it  we  now  think  it  kmg  delayed ;  and  have 
many  fears  lest  Admiral  Comwallis  may  have 
sailed  into  Adnriral  Christianas  unfortunate  path; 
and,  like  him,  been  obliged  to  traee  liis  coarse 
back  into  ian  Engli^  port# 
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Hxvk^o,  firom  time  to  tiiM,^  detalted  tti'^u]' 
ifc'  d«d«>rjf  rtmrfrk,  tlrtf  ^  MrliW^ -dli^ii  of  ^  ch*** 
euiridtlmc^'paisilijif  uhd^  fif)^  eye,  perhbji^j  yW 
WHi«<>^deiiiii  ft  pT^matur^  shbiM  liiid^dfer* 
ydu  a  few  geherai  observalidti^  doticeraitig  the 
inland^  B&irfoadoe^;  ^  After  a  resitleiltie  oftni^y' 
w^ks'it^  19  ptobabte^that  ihy  rem^ikfi  may  f>ds' 
sess  more  of  correctness  than  any  I  might  have 
gi^n  yota  tmiit^kt^ly  on  iify  M*rrvaL  I  ^1  it 
likely  a^^  ^«  yciu  My  fiild-  thcfn^rtttlie^  ^ore^ 
itit^i^stib^  dftei^  the  trt^ufor^otetf  Whicti  haV^ 
preceded  ^\em.  IpiStpoke  tWerefwcf  takitig;  up 
»y  pea;  at  tkch  iii6tttent  of  leisure,  until  I  shall 
have  copied  the  few  memoranda  which  I  have 
c^ilecited  on  the  genef&l  subject' df  ^arbadoes; 
a^d  shall  e^ad  tliedi  to  ydi^  in  a  full  •  packet,  by 
^owe  early  oecAhiOBit  '    i  •     ^ 

:From^  tha  SiituAtKHi  of  the  West  India 
IskiMis  in  the  Atian^lddcean,  extending  in  form 
•if  tf4wifttdircle,  ^  lieWl  v'frotii  the  ceast  of  Plorida 
W  the  <river  ^rbiiSko,  it  tnight  seem  that,  at 
iome  i{efnote.p^iod;M^ey  had  been  detached 
frohirthf^gteit  ciohtitient  of  America,  either  by 
tfad^radiial  a^d  pMgressive  power  of  the  ocean; 
Ti8 
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or  by  some  great  and  sudden  convulsion  of 
nature.  But  from  their  being  of  very  irregular 
and  mountainous  surface,  while  the  land  of  the 
proximate  ^m.  m  .fficaSMly  hir  afadiflat,  to  a 
distance  of  many  miles  from  the  coast,  it  is  pro* 
babl^tl^t  llieitAands  and  the  main  land  had  a 
dij9S»rept  (lagin. '  The  craggy  fbt)rw,  AndT^gg^ 
bi^Ve^.figllE^.of  the,  i^L^ids  .bespea1|L.(fi:0HM«ft 
^(^Kqaatloj^i  whiteth^AnjUKktbuvi  mu^dyf^urfacA 
of  £b^.'e)pppsil9,.G0fis>  iiidio^^  K  less  idi«^h<d 
ai^  slf(W«r  begjmung<  ,  fsn^aijiy  the  l«t;|er  bat 
]^^,.pr9^9P<4:  ^pp:  ^#.  grjuimH  d«pOHt:  (^  fr 
^^^jif  pffK9<T^9,fofmiar  ftiOia  ¥<^l«(UM(C«r«p 

BaTMQ^.Wvthe:Bio»t  wiodwArd'ofi  iii» 
W6»tlni^f^Jei9tpAih,l9iid  is;4n-tb«i&divii»iait  og 
thiqm  Itpflwn  %.th4  apptfltetiom 'iftf  <;b«ri^>«tf 
)fli^^#:j  A  iM^W-thfty  ha^e  oblaiqedi^qa^Q  of 
Ih^ip^ipff^rof  liUiiaQS^  «frlw  ff»ri»erfyr)iiM»^tfi<li 
t^.L  i!;.,.  /  '.        •   •     :•:    ■■•■■*  "■:    :  ••  .  f 

;  ,  iI^ip;«|b(»t;tWfij,^yioB5^imil«(»  m.leagtlv  '1i»4 
fpprtfiftpj^jliffftijjhj  l^iflgcifiitetilMde  i5?  Nettb^ 
longitude  59^  West  The  Sip^ish  hat«  oomr. 
pi^  it  o^y  $»*)  <|witn«9ii„j  t^ftving  1i»)M4  pos- 
^ewipniof  .Jt  Ml  thcr T«igP.<3C  Jfa/pw  I,  At  thf 
timf!  (^.bejing  .s«ji|tl^  by  ifttrconntryiMi^  i4 
was>c«vefed,  w^h  wfod,  ain).  ba4.  49  fKarln 
ff.  ^vu|ig,V«^»  ti^oFiB^^ciipM  by  m«»;  but  it 
i»a\vr  appi^rs  un4«r  a  vfry,diiRE)iieB^.»8p«e^rtfall 
4f<W^:^e.  ^^.hmm.  «fta¥«r5«d:  )tft:.-4fii^wii 


•Oi&cte:: '  ifant  this  c^  be  i^sdy  cdmpardtftldjf 
lpMkmg»  in  ro&r^nce  ^o\  itbi  ikei^hhowQtg 
islands,  whose  bold  su^Uoiti  pMr^  «U4  ctoii<lt} 
^fBidxaidots  has  aU  tlw  pltteaattaiittljr^ord* 
id-by  fuUa.diidl)foiM«4aB4  ^oaAi  in  smie  parM^ 
la  evieatBduttfaiiKMS,  ChDqgh  tetstio  H^Mia  Om^ 
Mdd>^  St  yinccht^  oc Sti  Lue»^  ^.     .n;   > 

i  T  lJEj&o^mctid0r6d:aaftn  (^ialaodi  oa^'A^^ 
kiArppg  be^  long  in  cukir^tixm^  ii  said  ttf 'itt 
aiuch  ovhaiiBtedf  ^umI  irtaring  tudeoaj^.*  TboM 
CDttMiBid  in:  the  cyl^re  i^'^siae*  ^eiMilj  (ttd 
tu>iiri|i(^'prdlifieooloaie8j  «e0n|  <b  i^odpiui^ii^ 
att:fiarbatkm^a9  :tbe  T^Miubte  aiMl  dect4{iit  p^r 
reUMi  of  tfae.noe;  wi^ie  JMi  Inkabitanb  pnilje^ 
lbe»8df€8  tlpo^  ^ts  i^tiqimy,  att^  like  tbb 
feudal  lordt  of  still  >tn«i«  atit^ied t  ^««MeB^  jMAUinfc 
«  omsoqaeiiee^  I  0»igbtfaIdici$t)sai^  claim  h£^ 
ditary  rank  and  pmitege  fifom^^brityidf  d^tai- 
^Uichineiit  .  Sdow  of  Aie  cmblei  of  ;tbe 'island 
^iilput  tbe  eKCisa  of  tttiuebing  to^  ii4«gree^df 
impdrtaf^cr  bey  wd  er«)i  tbe'  W9tb€^^K)atM:#y. 
f'  Wh^  -mmid  pw  OUEngUmd  db,^'  «ky  fhey, 

4Ustiaction'is  «tF<mgiyiaiq»if«rt^  1^40  in  tbe  ai^- 
itimnit  €x^nT^4  }^  t^  Vtflgsr HBiijire^idB  so 
ffibmmoir  \tc  tb»  tslaod-*''.'  tmihe^  ^C^krihy  \n^ 
^•tk,  hm-  ifm^rbk(^f^  Md  MfiOx^b  id  jsirf^ 
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gate  a  superiority  above  the  negroes  of  tht 
Oth^  fadamis  t  t  Ask  ode  jof  them  if  Ibb  was  im^i 
p<^ledt  Of  if  he  be  a  cieois^  and  heintoMHatftly 
fep]im^''Jih  tMenCknb^  noncnok,  Mmmi 
pitinio  Mtriadian  kru."*  i 

Pec  haps  the  Jate  declmt  of  dbb  islod  may 
J^.lefs  tbe  effect  of  exhauadcm  oFihe  soil/  than 
of.  the  eijteosiTeeniigratton^^aiKl  theidivemon  ef 
commerce  consequeafionthe  cuUvration  of  new 
iflladda  ao4'  coJonieau  In  the  mkdy  peribd^f  it^ 
««ltureJ3arbadpes.  yielded  a  produce^  aii4  gav« 
f  ise.  to  an  extent  o£  commerce^  not  ktH>wn  m 
My  Qfther  island^and  its  populatioQ  incraased  ti» 
4i4egre^  petbaps,  unprecedented  in  any  part  of 
^glohe.  Within  the  first  fifty  years  the  trad9 
<pf..t^isl9nd  jkad  become. su^icienfc  to  empioy 
four  hmdH^.  sa^l  tf  shipping ;  and  the  nmnbet 
pf . inha^tM^ ,  amounted .  to  no  ;less  than  oni; 
^W^r/ed  .ai^  fifty  thousand,;  being  apjwarda  of 
Jgv«  bttpdr^  ta;eye]:y  aqoase  ipilei^        .  > 

ly  To.eiiable  .the  i^od  to  continue. the  boitKk- 
,tif^}  gr^chife  it  ^QW'afibtdsd^  leqnbed  tnuph  to^ 
.?^r^ilPdj(. great  and'Hxpehsivejsupfdy.of  ^ 
nun? ;  j^rtik»6  m  new.  colonies  ^er«  settied/and 
«ejr.,lwd. brought  tat<^  cukit^tion^: which- was 
^ap^f^  otf  yielding  equal  r^tuni  with  iess  hh 
,boHr,  .and  l^s  .pf  artificial  supp^,,  it  became  an 
(xllject.  jto  in4i?idualv  to  eimgtate'  firom  the 
|)fi^b{K)uri]Qg  is)i|lid.;ofv|tkrbftdoe^^  and  etkg^% 


4tt  tlte  eiittiire  nf  ithe  inore^  i^eebt,  and  1«S8>  exi* 
iiawlediaettlsiiicntBi  aad,  tHu8»  with  the  Jbopii- 
bvtion,  ^  commeree^  which  'befibnt  had '.  heen 
ccmfined  -to  i^  parent  ittand^  was  nicessarilj 
diverted  int<^  liew  and  VINOUS' channel 

At  this  day:  itm  Dtttiih  colbnais  of  Qnkiu^ 
nd^e  oaptwid'iBhnd  of  Ifartiiiiqus  are  a  obot* 
tiiliial  dtninoipon  the  ydpalatiQniaf  .Barbadoea. 
fiutuotipithacandkig^.tts  decline  fmm  whatit 
once  was,  it  is  st'dl  the  molt  popoloiiiii  and  one 
of  the  most  important  of  ourvWest  India  pot*- 
•eMons.  From  gS  tuatieiiy  and  fDOtn  itr  fine  bay 
for  shipping^  evdn  independent/ of:  its  produce^ 
it  mu9t  erer  be  vahiable  to  tis ;.  land,  may  be  conw 
^dered  as.  the  kky  of  ibi^  West  Indies* 

•  'If  in  therichne^s  of  its  crops  Barbadoes  now 
yields  to  other.  Settlements;  if  its  population 
and  commerce  have  decreased;  if  its  thick  woods 
haveiaUen  before'  the  rndiless  axe;  and  if  its 
mountains  are  less  aspiring  than  the  towering 
fumniits  of  some  '  of  the  adjacent  islands  $ 
flftill  its  trade  and  produce  continue  to  be  imports- 
ant ;  its  popnlation  great ;  and  ^the  picturesque 
spenery  j&i  its  s w^ace,  pethaps,  nnriTalled^  Nor 
«rtf  <hese  its  oilly  adinitageB;  §or,  in  cbOKr 
qubnae  of  being  more  oilseed,  and  morer  gene^ 
rally  cultivitted^'  thoQ.  the  other  islands,  its  tem^ 
.^Mvatore  is  inons  i^quable^  and  its  air  more  salu« 
j>riou8v  Draipwcfods  do  not  intermirt^  nor 
Qta|;mmt  tnoraisses'^emporson  the  breeze,    Ev^ 
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part  ti!  tepoabi/tei  <he  infiitenoetif  the  thA6- 
wmA;  Ibytbe  cooUie^i  aad  whrinritgr  «f  whM^ 
Ihii  isreiidntd  <he  mdil  bealtlditl  of  the  idftikb;; 
i^lacmraditluii  itSsictehimm,  ifi  tkkimis^  totMkt 
a  voyage  fiom  the  nei^iboiiiiii};^  oolraies  to  fiaiv 
iMiimk)  im  AIb  MonAptlier  flf?  the  West  Indies. 
9mg  iituatedrto  ^HndWud  of  (he  other  aett^ 
aseiiti  it  teteivet  theeteady  breeze,  brbught  to 
it,  in  all  ftil  {MiritT^y  £r^iit  a  wide  eKtnt  of 
<iceaBi,  uvmtpitgmttd  by  the  teptical  eKtwUr 
dons  of  stagn^t  waters^  tit  auirahy  aoila.  Its 
^niiperatiire  hifr  been  £m  lesa  moonvKiilent  thaa 
mnr  top^cted  1  We  have.ftlt  but  little  opf  lesatot 
•firom  heat ;  and  hare  oo^Cinuiid  oaf  habita  of  e» 
ercise  without  interrhption.  In  the  harbour^ 
and  placed  iti  tlie  shade^  the'thermonieteT  baa 
aeldotn  been  higher  than  84|  and  at  ne  time  baa 
exceeded  86  degreha. 

.  Yet  blesaed  aa  the  ialaod  ia  in  its  eaeeatiptioli 
from  eMcesaive  heat,  firom  aoiieiis  miasmata^ 
gaid  fiom  great  and  general  sioknesa,  it  has  iti 
peculiar  ills ;  beiiig  visited  with  an  tadenial  b^ 
AictioBy  SQ  miich  its  own  as  to  have^  obtained 
idie  ap{iellbtioQ  of.  the  jBsjrhttiw  ifiasaie.  It  apt 
peats  ipYoral  of  the-eMphaptia^is^or  .what  ^ 
here  tenned  the  Vf^dulav  liiaevey'*  j^  \b 
H  most  unaightly  aiid  diktripssfbl  'ma4ady« 

.  firidge^towH  ia  tbd  capital  t»f  the  ietasMd 
and  is  titoalfd  oa  the  8.  W*  bank  b(  Geriisl» 
fa^>  >hiQb  U  Pte  oi  tk^p  fiifat  harbowfS]^  fbf 


tbip^iaigy  m  titie  W«ii  Indies ;  bnt  b.not  cm^ 
Mknod.  tp  be  8Mur«  durisg  tfaelmrttcan^seraoK 
itfdetirm  its  nsrne  frxxil;  tbe  ciraomitAnce  of  A 
koppl^gnnt  of  tbe  islaad  faaving^fonatriy  been 
ttndr  |jf  the  £arl  of  Carlisle.  The  odler  towu 
are  Speights-toMrQ,  Austin^tbvni,  snd  Hole'- 
town,  allef  whidi  are  ttittch  inferior  to  Btidg&> 
town« 

BgA  the  sceneij  and  the  popolatidn  of 
tke  island  are  more  indebted  to  the  trnmber 
and  variety  of  mamions^  cottages,  and  Iiat% 
dispct-sed  over  its  surface,  than  to  iu  towns) 
wfaiofay  at  is  too  commonly  the  case  in  all  eoun« 
tries,  aw  bailt  with  less  regard  to  gqieral  ip^ 
pearanoe,  and  the  litalth  of  the  inhabitMts^ 
tliaii  to  the  convenience  of  tradj0^  and  the  proit 
pf  individuals* 

On  aQ  quarters  of  t^e<  island  are  seen 
windmills^  storehouses^  and  other  buildings 
for.  m»gm^  oo&k^  an^  «rttCNtl;  houses,  of 
planters,  the  smaller  dwellings  of  cottagers; 
and  die  huts  of  negroes;  all  of  which  improve 
tfaeaeenejpy,  while  they  convey  die  idea  of  tm^ 
tfeMJre  population,  and  delight  the  mind  with 
images  .of  natvl  enjoyment,  and  of  generally 
diffused  oemibrt  and  tranquiHityi  *  The  various 
tMldings,  tbgkher  with  the  protecting  shades 
abeiit  tbeiv-^tlie  Inxuna&t  vegetaci<m*-tbe  con^ 
atnit  ^efthsre  of  i3m  fields-^^e  evergreeik  ib# 
liage  e£^  tuMSM^be  brokeflr  irregular  ^ilK 
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lofty  mouhtains,  and  ciiltirat^d  plamsr-^all  smv 
xouiulediwitb  9xtetisiveiriews  of  shippings  aad 
th0  open  ifia,  create  ata  eflfeot  more  dWenified  a ji4 
interesting  thipi  ia  often  to  be  tnet  wi^,  tmi 
oontribvtae  to  render  Barbadoea  a  moat  pleaJMsfc 
^and  picturesque  island. 

I  hare  before  menticmed  to  you  fhe^  geneial 
appearance  of  its  soil :  near  Bridge- town  it  is  of 
rich  blaclc  eaftb>  mbatly  symad  on  a  batt  of  cal- 
VRteoM  rock,  formed  of  nnidripoins,  and  other 
inarine  concrc^tions :  in  some  districts  it  is  of  a 
red  eartb,  of  greater,  d^tfa,  but  kss.ririit.iii 
othess.the  soil  isof  ali^btwhitiabeartfa,  broken 
into  a  grey*-lookii^  mould,  or  : hardened. int» 
limipe  resembling  cbalk ;  Ukt  actu^ly  cooststiag 
f)f  indurated  ^gille,  bleedml:  by  exposure  fed 
(he  w«ath?r. 

i,  -  From  this:  variety  >in  t}»  ^nd,  together 
with  tbalt  which  attaches  to  8ituatiop,-aa  being 
$at,  or  mouptaimms,  ^Hrotected,  or  eypesnd, .  it 
>riU  necessarily  ^ppen;,  thifc  the  fwdvce  wil) 
differ  in  different  parts  of  the  islands  ahdias  the 
vfko\i^  bas  been  long  nnder  cultiiratigot  it  iaiM^ 
nifest  th»t  if  a  du)$  supply  of  miniprf  cuaot 
^ftrocured,  a  degree  <^  e^nstion,  bearing  n 
t9fUm  rati^  to  thci  d^ieniey,  must  iwolt:    .  > 

It  is  estifolt<hed,  from  the  mode  c^f  agrionU 
tnre  adopted  in  aome  conntiea.of  England,  thal^ 
by  an  adequate  supply  of  manuie,  eMates  may 
|i^  kept  in  a:  (wi»t»<|t.nwndxif  rcultivat|(W| 


yiiildlnif '  as  prolific  crops  ds  «^  tbeb  earliett 
tillage;  and  this  is  found  to  be  no  l4i»  .Cer^ 
tain,  than  that  if  the  land  be /subjected  ti>  con- 
tinued culture^  without  siich  supply^  it  will  besd^ 
exhausted,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  as  Mt 
to  give  sufficient  produce  to  compensate  the  la- 
bour and  expense. 

The  same  facts  equally^  ^pplj  to  BarbAflbei^ 
w4iere,  if  the  artificial  supply  be  not  comiben-i 
kurate  With  the  harvest  ren&o^d  fmtnr  tb^  land; 
ftgraddaldiibitiutLon'of  the  cYops  will  succeed  jj 
or,  \si  order  to  have  these  In  th^ir  usuatabun^ 
dance,  the  acres  in  cultivation  must  be  retduqe^ 
td^Buch  a  number  as  the  island  shall  be  culpable 
^  futnishing  with  an  adequate '<|uantity  of 
inanufre;  and  wc' accordingly  find  thtft  liefds 
ot  small  ste^s  are  kiept  upon  the  plantatiotos; 
foi  the  purpose  of  sullying  this  indispensably 
ed4Hi<>n  to  tiie  soik  These  are  employed-instead 
^  horses  in  the  h^avy  labonr  df  the  esUfte^  and 
■We  often  see  from  twelve  to  »wwity*four  of 
^diem  yoked  in  a  waggon,  drawing  a  singU 
^logshead  of  sugar,  or  some  other  load,  such 
^  i»  London  would  be  conveyed  with  fkoiMt^ 
hy  ooe  horse  in  9,  oatt  - 

At  night  the  cattle  are  penned  nponabed 
<of  tmshv  collected  from  the  refuse  6f  the  canes^ 
imd  other  watte  materials  of  the  estate  r  by  treadf 
i^k  upon  which,  afid  mixing  it  with  their  own 
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4liill£^  th4y'tr«fii^,tiie  wbole  into  u  ilMfirt 
c9iepo*t  for  the  fieldk. 

It  bCQ^iMnly  follows  ffom  such  numT 
Wrs  of  <»Ule  being  required,  fpr  thi^pfiqpofv 
of  in«o\irittg  the  land,  that  a  gffa^r  lUf^^  o( 
biepf  and  veal  is  raised  for  the  nfirkotSt  and  tha^ 
fresh  provisions  are  more  plentiful  than  in  nipH 
of  ^e  other  colonies^  Of  the  ciistoip.  of  buying 
the  veal  in  live  quarters  for  the  pot  I.ha^  air 
XiOidy  spoken ;  and  I  may  njow  rinnarH  th^)^  the 
^tef  k  como><»ly  killed  so  very  young:  a^  tft 
form  neither  beef  nor  venl»  hnt,  something  i^ 
Ippeirance  and  flavour  between  ihe.tiH).  ,   •  . 

The  seasons  here4re  not  dtyitkNl  intQ.'Wiiii<«r 
^d  summei:,  bu^t  into  wet  and  dry :  yMMMhegr* 
by  no  means,  what  m«ny,  from;  these  «mp% 
>ir9uld  believi^  who  miglit  iin^gine  that  half  tUm 
year  is  drown^  with  ineeA«ant  (ain>  and  the 
Dther  half  parched  with  con&kttit  .  dntf^^ 
Such  a  constrttotkn  of  the  tentis  »«$  seafMM^ 
ftnd.  diy  season,  though  noit  unfrequentk.  is  f» 
IVoroxjorrect,  andJeads  to  a  veryJn|MC»wate  mMk 
0f  th«  climate;  for,  notwithstanriin^  ithw 
been  the  dry  neaaonj  during  the/wh<ileUaM  w 
have  been  at  Barbadocs,  we  J^iB  ^enncely.hed 
twoaitccessive  days  withwt  r«£reahfa}g.])ilii;  al- 
J^hoiigh  ^.  ahowers  are  m%  m  hea^y  afe  thw 
jieriod  4s  at  th»t  of  4li0»5  greeter  fte<l*eiMg6i . 
lermed  the  w«t  leason*  when.thtt  Mr«e»ti^,v^<^ 
fall  might  convey  the  idea  of  «  sudden  rupt^Te 
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^  tbe  cIoii4c^  lettkiig^tb  tfaeif  watbrain^tmMii 
to:tbeeartl|4   ; 

^  lli&qiiiek.eva|NiratiDil  wUoh  wcceedf  to 
nin  in  this  cUmfitti  create*  a  mo»%  agmeable  and 
refieshing  cootsbsa*  Tlie  eoLtmnm  ardor  of  tbf 
miu'a  faybisiabo  covmteracted  by  the  enmrtgirate^ 
fbl  i^reea^  !wticfa  fcltd>m  ftwn  tha^sea  a'bont 
eight.  bi^Bine  a'dqek  io  dae.mMwagi  <aiid  oqo<^ 
timies  fhroughmit  the  dayy  oeasmg  only  as  tbo 
ann  foroaftea  us  at'evemng^;  ,wbin  we  are  agaui 
defended  from  oppresaiver  lingiior  by.a.brteao 
springing  up  fnoiii  the;  land..  Thia  aets  in  aatbat 
fmrn-tiieaaaaafaBidesi  andl  dtvergmg^  as  it) were 
froii  a  centtal  pohit^  is  felt  dnalLquaneraof  the 

L  :l^he  da^  is  neady^  ^of ^^Ofaai  length  throngh^ 
cwt'.tbe  whole  ch-oloiof  ll)e  year.  Weha*m none 
of  the  short  dark  i^j^  of  aaEngliafat  winter 
nor  of  the  still  shorter  light  nights  of  a  Scottish 
summer.  Nights  of  one  or  two  hours,  and 
days  of  six  or  seven^ ate JMBfrrequally  unknown. 
It  is  light  about  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
dark  about  seven  at  night  Evening  is  scarcely 
observed.  The  sun  traversing  his  vertical  course 
sinlta  at  once  from  the  MtfeoU/  land,  ^refusing 
hia  obli(]ue  beams  to  pwitacti  or  soften  4be  de>- 
cKk  of  day,  mbs  ntsof  the  twilight  hour,  and 
actddeoiy  ti^wa  arclind  all  the  oUouritjr  of 
ni^t  '    ' 

il!his  «i<tfofnkicy  of  the  diernalTootNl  a^sirce- 
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If  €ic<{Mds  that  ojf  the  ffm^  temperature  6t 
the  climate,  which  brings  us  one  perpetual  supih^ 
irierl  ^  Tfar  fielda  and  the  tites  are  always  green. 
Mature  evier  smiles.  Uninterrupted  by  the  tor« 
fot  of  winter,  she  is  neither  chilled  with  frost; 
ndr  iniried  in  snow^  But,  for  these  advaatagea 
teeforqgo  the  sprightly  delight,  and  genial  com^ 
fort  of  a  loonher's  evening,  the  all-^animating 
^aaarea  of  a  returning  spring,  and  the  soft 
joys  of  the  twilight  JKMirar  If  I  liad  time  for 
tub  JdiiCQisions^  E  might  enter  iata  a  long 
digreniou  upoa. the  comparative  excellence  of 
the*  qitmate  we  have  kft,  and  that  we  now  in- 
Idbit:  yet  should  I  yield  the  palm  to  my  nadvitf 
island;  for  of  all  the  charms  of  climate  in  othes 
€6Qatries,.h<^eVergjraat  or  durable,  I  know  none 
ahateen  'stafiid  ia  competition,  with  the  balmy 
softness  fOf .  England's  spring. .  i 
il'u:  .:>.)'{    ,:.•    ■..  ;  -^  ,  I  ...  •    .  : 

b.  .     ■  .'..:      •  .  ;    "  •.  '  '   '      ' 
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; ;  The  uniform  t^tonu  of  day  and  night  ia  thb 
s^a»Ui  iodMce.a  regularity  of  habit  ia  th«  houra 
IPf  /isinCt  and  going  td  lesc.  It;  is  commoa  to 
leavjfrtha.piHowrat  Mx  in  th*  morning,  and  few 
persons  remain  out  of  bed  after  eleven  at  night 
Jbe  $99Jl«||,,aBA4;inpst  pleaaa]it:par):  of  th6  day 


^:fh>Dfi  BIX  to  about  half-past  sevteil  o^clock  i& 
the  momtng :  about  eight  a  de^re^  of  closd- 
M88  is  often  experienced,  arisidg  from  the  de« 
dine  of  the  land  breeze,  befdre  that  frdm'  the 
aea  has  become  sufficiently  strong  tb  difi^se  its 
influence*  A  similar  period^  likewise,  occurs  at 
evening,  between  the  abatiement  of  the-  sea 
breeze  and  the  setting  m  of  the  breeze  from  the 
land.  Some  days  the  closeness  of  these  hours 
is  so  alight,  as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible,  but 
commcmly  they -are  by  far  the  most  oppressive 
of  the  twenty-four.  ^ 

Respecting  the  mode  of  living  it  may  hk 
remarked  that  in  all  countries  said  to  be  civit^ 
ized;  and  among  all  people  calling  themselves 
refined,  too  much  of  time  and  attention  ii 
devoted  to  the  business  of  eating  and  drinking; 
Perhaps  the  majority  of  diseases  in  social  lift 
may  be  traced  to  this  source.  Were  it  possible 
to  convey,  in  a  single  sentence,  the  frigbtfut 
train  of  ills,  the  melancholy  interruptions  of 
faealdi,  and  the  immense  consumption  of  time^ 
thus  produced,  men  would  be  shocked  Co  real 
it !  They  would  be  terrified  to  behold  the  mag- 
nitude of  an  abuse,  to  which,  unheeding,  they 
had  so  long  been  devoted.  This  remark  applies 
but  too  correctly  to  the  island  from  whence  I 
am  addressing  you,  and  where,  from  the  state 
of  indolence  induced  by  tropical  heat,  the  in- 
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l^esta  taken  to  ence^  i^fly  be  expect^  in  C  p4- 
.cailiar  4effim  to  opprest  the  buvap  frame* 

The  p*opte  of  JBarbadpes  tre  nuich  a4- 
4ieted  to  the  pikiMsujpes  ci*  the  tables  The 
jbreftkftst  usually  consists  of  tea  witl  «#9ea» 
fif  chocolate^  wii^  «ggS|  haiHi  too^ue,.  pr  oitier 
ipold  (neat.  Bread  is  aeldoi»  ujsed;  but  mb* 
ftk^es  are  found  in  roasted  yaiAs  or  eddoetfi 
both  of  which  a  good  deal  nesamble  jrocsted  |Kh 
ialp^^  They  are  taken  hot^  and  <ti^m  'witb 
))Mtt^^  wht^h  is  sOfnetimes  made:  an  the  feouiir 
try,  but  more  frequently  bairelled  a&d  4>fQ»g)iifc 
^iPQi  Iretaud;  that  prbpared  In  the  island  ibeing 
x)f  preatn*iike  Softool  audne*  alwayli  cC^^oed 
Aavoujr*  In  the  coWse  of  the  focenoolt  are  used 
ftujts»  or  saiKtwichcs,  with  free  libaticHUi  ai 
punch  audswgarae ;  itumediately  pcecediotg'dk^ 
i^r,  wbick  is  wnmiouly  at  an  eariy  houfi  aii^ 
iB\»u  punch  or  niaiHlrafia.  The  dittnetc,  fbr  the 
trnrnt  part)  is  pivofu«>  and  many  hours  are  passed 
fkX  tabl0  in  full  and  busjXosetio^  .  •., 
.  .  After  a.  more  than  plentiful  conisumplfbiKf 
feed,,  a  &eej»dulgttiQs  w/fiiuity  and  a  bowiteoun 
aupply  of  Mfitie  and  Qlh&r  gpbd  liquomi.  the  apr 
f^e-mA  tbin»t  are iiii*tter'pfovoki«l  iby.&jdaab 
QfMpnu^m  ^ket  i)roited  fisfa^  <and  a  ki!ge^h»ii(l 
i)f>»nlk<9pufl€)t  Tea  aodicofee  are:iext  Mnrnfi; 
pud  laMdy  ^dmes  tihe  tsnppeiv  'wbicb  fonms  m> 
ttmag  ^ttMl.    After  this  Ahe  holtk^  :tli«f  >giasa^ 
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and  the  punch-bowl  experience  no  rest,  until 
bed-time. 

From  the  nature  of  the  climate  we  expected 
to  have  found  the  inhabitants  men  of  meager 
person,  half  dissolved  in  perspiration,  and  ex- 
hausted  almost  to  shadows:  nor,  indeed,  are 
such  figures  rare,  but  they  are  to  be  found,  most- 
ly, among  the  clerks,  the  book-keepers,  and 
those  orders  of  white  people  below  the  managers 
who  are  employed  in  active  and  busy  occupation, 
and  have  but  little  time  to  devote  to  indolence 
and  the  luxuries  of  the  table. 

We  observe  that  condiments  are  used  very 
generally,  and  with  great  freedom.  Actrag  as 
stimulants  they  appear  to  have  the  efiect  of 
causing  the  relaxed  and  enfeebled  stomach  to 
digest  more  than  it  would,  otherwise,  require-^ 
more,  indeed,  than  it  would^  otherwise,  take. 
The  A^arious  species  of  red  pepper,  known  ia 
England  under  the  common  term  Cmfetmey  are 
employed  in  quantities  that  would  seem  incre^ 
dible  to  people  of  colder  climates. 

A  most  heterogeneous  mixture  of  food  it 
often  consumed ;  and  with  this  compound  of  so* 
lids,  are  used  wine,  punch,  porter,  cyder,  noyeau, 
and  other  good  liquors  in  free  libation ;  yet  are 
there  specimens  of  health  and  vigour,  amidst  all 
these  indulgences,  which  might  seem  to  invalidate 
the  doctrines  of  ttie  advocates  of  abstemiousness. 

In  the  order  of  the  feast  plenty  mire  pre- 
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TaiU  than  cdcgaace.  The  loaded  board  groatia, 
nay  almost  sinks  beneath  the  weight  of  hospir 
j^lity.  That  delicacy  of  arrangement  now  stu- 
died, in  England,  under  the  term  economy  of  the 
tat>le^  is  here  deemed  a  less  perfection  than  a 
aubstaptial  plenty.  Liberality  is  more  esteemed 
tdban  neatness  in  the  supply;  and  solids  are^ 
sometimes,  heaped  ^pen  the  ti^ble  in  a  crowded 
abundance  that  might  oMike  ^  Lpvdon  fine  lady 
faint 

The  repeat  not  unfrequently  consists  pf  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  fishr-a  variety  of  soups-^a  young 
kidr-A  whpl^  Iambi  or  half  a  sheep— ^^everal 
4ishe«  qC  beefi  or  v^utton— »a  turkey-*a  large 
iiam-r-Crvwoifa  fowlsH-and  a  pigeon  pie;  with 
jKaiiousr  kiads  of  puddings ;  ^  profusion  of  ve- 
-getil^;  and  multitudes  of  sweets.  I  was 
latdy  oaeof  a  small  party,  where,  precisely,  this 
danstec  wAs  served^  ^nd  where;  die  half  of  a  sheep, 
kicking  its  legs  almost  in  the  face  of  the  master 
of  the  house,,  adorned  the  bottom  of  the  tabler-* 
forming  the  moat  unseemly  dish  I  ever  beheld. 

Thegenerous  board  is  often  supplied  wholly 
^j&om  &e.  produce  of  die  estate,  and  on  the  occa- 
aion  of  giving  an  entertainment  it  is  not  unusual 
to  kill  an  ox,  a  sheep,  or,  literally,  the  fatted 
calf:  h^ce  it  sometimes  occurs  that  several 
Wishes  of  the  same  kind  of  food,  under  differenjt 
Ibrms^  mako  up  the  principal  part  of  the  dinner. 

Thar  liquors  most  in.  use  are  Madeira  and 
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claret  wlnes^  punch,  sangaree,  porter,  and  cyder. 
Punch  and  sangaree  are  commonly  used  as  the 
£luents  of  the  morning.  The  latter  forms  a  most 
delightful  drink.  A  glass  of  it,  taken  when 
parching  with  thirst,  from  heat  and  fatigue,  may 
be  ranked  among  the  highest  gratifications  of 
our  nature !  It  consists  of  half  Madeira  wine 
and  half  water,  acidulated  with  the  fragrant 
lime,  sweetened  with  sugar,  and  flavoured  with 
nutmeg.  A  stronger  sort  of  it  is  sometimes  made 
under  the  superlative  name  of  sangrai'um.  This 
differs  from  the  former,  only  in  containing  a 
greater  proportion  of  wine. 

The  too-prevalent  English  custom  of  send^ 
isig  cfwmf  the  ladies,  o?,  according  to  the  polite^ 
term,  of  the  ladies  retiring  after  dinner,  for  the 
^etrtlemen  to  enjoy  their  bottle,  prevails  also  at 
Barbadoes;  and,  we  have  thought,  even  to  a 
greater  extreme  than  in  England.  They  leave, 
us  veiry  soon  after  dinner,  and,  often,  wtf  see  no 
more  of  them  during  the  evening.  Frequently 
they  do  not  join  us  before  dkmer;  but  we  find 
them  all  assembled,  at  the  head  of  the  table,  when 
we  enter  the  dining-room.  The  party  is  some- 
times so  badly  arranged,  that  we  have  scarcely 
more  of  the  society  of  the  ladies,  and  the  people 
of  the  island,  than  if  we  had  remained  on  board 
ship.  Instead  of  the  different  persons  being, 
pleasantly,  intermixed,  it  is  too  common  to  see 
the  ladies  grouped  together  in  a  body  at  the 
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Upper  end  of  the  table ;  the  officers  and  strangers^ 
just  arrived  from  Europe,  placed  at  one  side; 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  island,  who  are  fami- 
liar acquaintances,  at  the  other.  The  attend- 
ants at  the  dinner-table  are  very  numerous^ 
In  addition  to  those  of  the  family,  almost  every 
gentleman  has  his  own  slave ;  and,  thus,  to  fre* 
quently  happens  that  the  room  is  crowded  with 
sable  domestics,  whose  surfaces  emit  an  odour 
not  less  savoury  than  the  richest  dishes  of  the 
board. 

In  its  supply  of  fresh  provisions,  particu- 
larly what  is  here  termed  stock,  such  as  fowls 
and  the  like,  Barbadoes  exhibits  a  degree  of 
plenty  unknown  in  the  neighbouring  islands. 
This  seems  to  be  the  happy  effect  of  allowing 
the  slaves  to  raise  these  things  for  sale,  together 
with  there  being  many  small  settlers,  distri- 
buted about  the  country,  who  find  their  support 
chiefly  inbreeding  stock  for  the  markets.  Poultry 
has  been  our  principal  food.  Turkies,  Guinea 
fowls,  and  chickens,  we  have  had  in  great 
abundance.  When  we  arrived,  in  the  motjith 
of  February,  they  were  sold  in  the  public 
market  at  little  more  than  a  bit  (about  5^.) 
per  pound,  but  from  the  increased  demand,  conse- 
qucnt  upon  the  presence  of  so  many  troops,  and 
such  throngs  of  shipping,  the  price  is  now;  raised 
to  nearly  two  bits.  The  Muscovy  ducks  are 
also  bred  in  numbers  upon  the  island,  and  are 
so  large  as  to  appear  like  geese,  when  dressed 
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for  the  table.  Next  to  small  stock  they  have  veal 
and  pork  in  the  greatest  plenty.  In  Bridge- 
town they  iiave  also  a  fish-market,  which  at 
times  is  well  supplied,  hut  not  so  regularly,  as, 
from  the  insular  situation  of  the  country,  might 
he  expected. 

You  will  form  some  idea  of  the  immense 
flocks  of  poultry  raised  on  this  little  island, 
wbea  I  tell  you  that  not  only  the  ships  of  war, 
and  the  transports,  but  most  of  the  West  India 
trading  Vessels,  recruit  their  provisions  at  Barba- 
does;  and  that  in  addition  to  this  constant  and 
extensive  drain  it  furnishes  occasional  supplies 
to  the  other  colonies.  Since  we  have  been  in  Car- 
lisle Bay,  we  have  seen,  at  various  times,  great 
quantities  of  stock  shipped  for  Martinique. 

In  point  of  clothing  the  people  of  Barba- 
does  deviate  less  from  the  habits  of  England 
than  the  difference  of  climate  would  seem  to 
warrant.  Their  dress  resembles  that  worn  in 
our  more  northern  latitude,  being  commonly  a 
cloth  coat,  white  cotton  waistcoat,  and  nankeen 
pantaloons.  In  some  instances  people  of  very 
active  employment,  or  those  who  are  much  ex- 
posed in  the  fields,  have  the  whole  suit  made  of 
nankeen.  Their  night  clothing  seems  itiore  ap- 
propriate to  the  greater  heat  of  the  climate  than 
the  apparel  of  the  day.  It  is  common  to  sleep  on 
a  hard  mattress  in  a  long  cotton  shirt,  without 
any  other  covering,  e;ccept  in  the  coolest  seat 
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•on^  when  they  make  the  slight  additioQ  of  a 
cotton  sheet 

One  of  the  most  prominent  characteristics 
of  the  island  is  the  tedious  lan^or  in  whidi  the 
people  of  Barbadoes  proDounce  their  words.   To 
convey  to  you,  by  the  pen,  any  idea  of  their  manner 
of  speaking  is  utterly  impossible :  to  bis  compre- 
hended, it  must  be  heard.  The  languid  syllables 
^re  drawled  out  as  if  it  were  a  gr^at  fatigue  to 
Htt^r  them ;  and  the  tortured  ear  of  an  iEuropean 
grows  impatient  in  w^iitipg  for  the  end  of  a 
word,  or  a  sentence.    *^  ffaw  you  iot^da^-i^^ 
ipoken  by  a  Barbadian  Creole^  consume*  near^ 
a9  much  time  a*  might  suffice  for  all  the  compU- 
flints  of  the  morniqg!  nor  if  this  wearisomib 
pronunciation  confined  to  the  people  ef  cokwr ; 
it  occursy  likewise,  among  th^  whites,  particu- 
larly those  who  have  not  visited  Eyropci  nor 
resided  fpr  some  time  away  from  the  island    In 
the  same  lengthened  accent  do  the  lower  orders 
<>f  Barbadians  vent  their  unrestrained  rage,  in 
voUies  of  uncomigonly  dreadful  oaths,  whicK  in 
their  horrible  cpmbinatiqns  and  epithets^  form 
imprecation^  peculiarly  impioof. 

In  manner,  als<;^  and  in  movement^  as  well 
as  in  speech,  a  degree  of  indolence  and  inaction 
prev^ls,  beyond  what  might  be  esi^pectedy  mei'ely 
from  heal:  of  climate,  and  which  i9  eiRtr^nely 
^Minoying  to  Europeans. 

The  state  of  the  negroes  in  Barl^does  va* 
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nts,  as  the  state  of  slaves  ttiust  ever  do^  accord^ 
ingto  the  disposition  and  circumstances  of  the 
master.  Under  such  humane  and  benevolent 
characters  as  Mr.  Waith,  and  others  whom  we 
have  visited,  their  situation  might  be  envied  by 
the  poor  of  European  nations!  But  under  sevens 
and  cruel  masters  it  becomes  a  state  of  ceaselesi 
vexation  and  misery. 

On  the  very  important  question  of  slavery 
in  general  I  do  not  feel  that  my  experience,  hi- 
therto, in  the  West  Indies,  enables  me  to  judge 
with  accuracy.  But  I  will  take  care  to  note  for 
you  such  facts  as  shall  occur  to  my  observation, 
and  I  may  some  day,  perhaps,  give  you  them  lA 
a  separate  letter. 

Very  much  to  the  discredit  of  Barbadoes, 
numbers  of  old,  diseased,  or  decrepit  negroes^ 
objects  of  compassion,  and  of  horror,  are  ketn 
lying  at  the  corners,  or  begging  about  the  streets. 
This,  like  the  toleration  of  the  swarms  of  men- 
dicants  in  England,  is  a  nuisance  for  which 
there  is  no  excuse:  If  these  poor  unfortunate 
negroes  be  free,  they  should  be  relieved  by  a 
general  tax  upon  the  island  :  if  slaves,  the  law 
should  compel  every  master  to  provide  for  his 
own.  Should  the  laws  of  humanity  be  insu& 
ficient,  and  those  of  justice  inadequate,  a  law  of 
coercion  should  constrain  the  unfeeling  owner 
to  protect  and  cherish  the  beitig,  whose  3routh 
and  vigour  have  been  expended  fbr  his  benefit  J 
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and  who,  having  worn  out  his  days,  in  ^e  heavy 
toils  of  bondage,  is  grown  aged  and  infirm  1 

What  can  be  so  unworthy!  what  so  dis- 
graceful, as  for  a  master  to  neglect,  in  old  age, 
the  slave  from  whom  he  has  exacted  all  the 
labour  of  youth,  and  all  the  vigour  of  manhood  ? 
Perhaps  nothing  portrays  in  more  melancholy 
demonstration,  the  possible  depravity  of  the 
human  heart!  No  longer  able^to  exert  himself 
to  his  owner*s  profit,  the  aged  slave,  enfeebled 
by  years,  and  exhausted  by  toil,  is  left  to  beg  his 
yam  from  door  to  door !  Abandoned  by  his  cruel 
master,  he  becomes  a  pensioner  upon  promiscu- 
ous charity,  or  is  allowed  to  fall  a  prey  to  dis- 
ease, and  to  want  V 

Without  some  compulsory  law  the  slaves  oC 
the  avaricious  and  of  the  lower  orders,  who  are, 
themselves,  scarcely  removed  from  indigence, 
must  ever  be  subject  to  this  hard  lot  of  neglect 
and  cruelty. 

The  first  specimen  of  West  India  slaves 
which  met  our  observation  was  singularly  ^calcu- 
lated to  impress  us  with  sentiments  of  compas- 
sion and  disgust  It  occurred  at  the  very  mo- 
ment, too,  when  the  impressibn  would  be  most 
powerful,  and  consequently  it  will  remain  inde- 
lible Immediately  on  our  coming  to  anchor 
in  Carlisle  Bay,  a  woman  appeared  alongside  the 
ship  in  a  small  boat,  with  some  bad  fruit,  to- 
bacco, salt  fish,  and  other  articles  of  traffic.  She 
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was  rowed  by  two  negroes,  who  were  her  slaves. 
Two  such  objects  of  human  form  and  human 
miser)-  had  never  before  met  our  eyes !  They 
were  feeble,  meager,  and  dejected — half-starved, 
half-naked,  and,  in  figure,  too  accurately  re* 
sembling  hungry  and  distempered  greyhounds! 
They  crouched  upon  their  heels  and  haunches 
in  the  boat;  their  bones  almost  pierced  their 
filthy  and  eruptive  skins ;  their  wasted  framed 
trembled  with  debility;  and,  while  their  hoU 
low  eyes  and  famished  countenances  render* 
ed  them  ghastly  images  of  horror,  their  whole 
appearance  shocked  humanity,  and  appalled  the 
sight!  Are  these,  we  exclaimed,  what  are  call^ 
ed  slaves?  Is  this  the  state  to  which  human 
beings  are  reduced  in  bondage?  Afflicting  and 
cruel  indeed!  Wejl  may  slavery  be  deemed  a 
curse !  Can  it  be  possible  that  these  spectres 
once  were  men  ?  Are  such  the  objects  we  are  to 
see?  Are  these  the  wretched  and  deplorable 
brings  who  are  to  appear  every  day,  and  every 
hour  before  our  eyes?  Forbid  it  humanity! 
forbid  it^  Heaven !  Such  was  the  apostrophe  of 
the  moment,  and  I  feel  a  sincere  gratification 
in  being  able  to  inform  you  that  the  melancholy 
subjects  of  this  first  impression  were  not  correct 
examples  of  the  general  mass  of  slaves.  Still 
it  is  grievous  that  any  such  should  be  seen :  but 
we  hope  to  find  them  only  rare  instances,  for  we 
learn  that  the  large  gangs  of  negroes  kept  by  the 
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great  merchants,  and  the  planters,  are  generally 
treated  with  kindness  and  humanity,  and  ap- 
pear contented  and  in  comfort. 

It  is  easy  to  distinguish  the  slaves  of  the 
opulent  and  respectable  inhabitants  from  those 
of  the  poor  and  needy  people  of  the  town.  The 
latter,  being  in  poverty  themselves,  can  only 
give  to  their  negroes  a  scanty  allowance  of  food, 
while  their  indigence  induces  them  to  exact  an 
over-proportion  of  labour.    Hence  the  slaves  of 
this  class  of  people  appear  too  often  with  sharp 
bones  and  hungry  sallow  countenances,  having 
eruptions  about  the  body,  and  their  skins  of  an 
unhealthy  hue.    Their  general  appearance  in* 
deed  is  dirty  and  unwholesome,  and  strikingly 
marks  their  neglected  state.    Want  and  wretch^ 
edness  are  deeply  stamped  in  every  line  of  their 
persons ;  and  they  may  not  inaptly  be  said  to 
resemble  the  worn-out  horse  or  the  starved  and 
jaded  ass,    too  often  seen  trembling  under  a 
heavy  burden,  or  reeling  in  an  old  tattered  cart 
up6n  the  roads  of  England. 

It  is  not  the  practice  to  load  the  slaves 
with  a  superfluity  of  clothing :  a  shirt,  aad  a 
pair  of  breeches,  or  only  the  latter,  for  the 
men ;  and  a  single  petticoat  for  the  womeot  cott^ 
stitute  the  whole  apparel  Bedding  and  bed* 
clothes  find  no  place  in  their  list  of  necessaries : 
^ey  usually  sleep  an  a  hard  plank,  in  the 
elothing  of  ^  day.    Repgse  it  both  ensured 
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^d  sw^tened  to  them  by  kbour ;  and  the  head 
needs  no  pillow  but  the  arm.  Some  who,  by 
means  of  mdustry  and  economyj  are  more  ad*- 
^49ced  in  their  little  comforts,  procure  a  kind 
Qf  matting/  a  paillasse  of  plantain-leaves,  or 
some  other  species*  of  bedding,  to  defend  them 
from  the  bare  plank ;  but  this  is  an  indulgence 
(ielf-attained,  not  a  necessary  provided  by  the 
mast^.  The  architecture  of  their  huts  is  as 
rude  as  it  id  simple.  A  roof  of  plantain -leav^ 
with  a  few  rou^  b6ards,  nailed  to  the  coarse 
{Millars  which  support  it»  form  the  whole  build* 
ing.  The  leeward  side  is  commonly  Id^  in  part 
open,  and  the  roof  presets  to  some  distan^p 
over  the  door-way,  forming  a  defence  against 
both  the  sun  and  the  rain* 

Notwithstanding  the  great  heat  ^iperienced 
by  Europeans,  the  negroes  £sel  the  evenings 
chilly,  and  we  frequently  see  than  crowding 
lovnd  the  bit  of  fire  which  they  make  for  cook<» 
«qg  their  supper*  This  is  cemmonly  in  the 
open  air  near  to  the  door  of  the  hut;  bot  thaj 
spmetimes  place  it  upon  the  middle  of  the  dirt 
floor  withinside  the  building;  where  they  seem 
to  have  great  enjoyment  in  squatting  round  it, 
amidst  the  thick  cloud  of  smoke,  to  whiff  addi^ 
tio&al  fumes  from  the  sh^tpipe  or  sagar,  and  te 
jom  in  loud  and  merry  song. 

'    Smoking  is  an  universal  custom  among 
them.    In  order  to  be  at  all  moments  provided 
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for  this  enjoyment,  they  carry  in  their  breeches 
pocket  a  short  pipe,  about  an  inch  in  length 
from  the  bowl;  or  instead  of  this  a  leaf  of 
tobacco  rolled  into  a  sagar.  Very  often  the 
pipe  is  so  short,  or  the  sagar  so  closely  smoked 
away,  as  to  endanger  burning  the  nos^,  or  even 
the  lips.  I  have  frequently  seen  them  smoking 
with  the  pipe  so  short  as  to  hold  it  in  the  mouth 
by  pressing  with  the  lips  upon  the  lower  part  of 
the  bowl.  They  often  kindle  their  pipes^  by 
putting  bowl  to  bowl  and  nose  to  nose,  and 
smoking  into  each  oth^'s  eyes,  until  the  to- 
bacco has  taken  fire. 

The  food  of  the  negroes  is  issued  to  them 
weekly,  under  the  inspection  of  the  manager. 
It  is  very  simple  and  but  littJe  varied ;  break- 
&sty  dinner,  and  supper  being  similar  to  each 
other,  and  the  same  throughout  the  year.  It 
consists  mostly  of  Guinea  qorti,  with  a  small  bit 
of  salt  meat,  or  salt  fish.  Formerly  a  bunch  of 
plantains  was  given  to  each  slave  jas  the  weekly 
allowance:  but  the  plantain- walks  being  mostly 
worn  out,  this  is  become  an  expensive  provi« 
eion.  Ric^,  maize,  yams,  eddoes,  and  sweet  po- 
tatoes form  an  occasional  change,  but  the 
Guinea  com  is,  commonly,  issued  as  the  weekly 
supply ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  some  variety  c^ 
food,  they  barter  this  in  exchange  for  other 
provisions,  or  sell  it  fpr  money,  and  with  that 
buy  salt  meat  or  vegetables.    We  see  them  ob- 
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casionally  ofFering  the  Guinea  corn  for  sale;  and 
on  being  asked  why  they  sell  it,  they  thus  ex- 
press themselves :  **  Me  no  like  for  have  hint 
Guinea  com  always !  Massa  gib  me  Guinea  corn 
too  much.  Guinea  com  to-day  !  Guinea  com 
to-morrow !  Guinea  corn  ebVy  day !  Me  no  like 
him  Guinea  com — ^liim  Guinea  corn  no  good  for 
gnhyaam.^ 

The  weekly  supply  being  issued  to  them  on 
the  Sunday,  it  becomes  their  own  care  how  to 
use  it  so  as  to  have  a  sufficiency  of  food  until 
the  following  Sabbath.  Those  who  are  in- 
dustrious have  little  additions  of  their  own,, 
either  from  vegetables  grown  on  the  spot  of 
ground  allotted  to  them,  or  purchased  with  the 
money  obtained  for  the  pig,  the  goat,  or  other 
stock  raised  about  their  huts  in  the  negro  yard. 

A  mess  of  pottage,  or  very  hot  soup,  called 
pepper-pot,  is  one  of  their  favorite  dishes,  which 
is  also  much  esteemed  by  the  inhabitants,  and. 
by  strangers.  It  is  prepared  by  stewing  various 
kinds  of  vegetables  with  a  bit  of  salt  meat,  ojc 
salt  fish,  and  seasoning  it  very  highly  with  the 
pods  of  the  red  pepper.  The  vegetable,  called 
squashes^  is  much  used  in  these  pepper-pots. 
Bread  is  unknown  among  the  slaves  of  the  West 
Indies :  nor,  indeed;  is  it  in  common  use  among< 
their  masters,  but  they  find  very  excellent  sub- 
stitutes in  the  yam,  the  cassada,  and  the  eddoe. 

The  usual  round  of  labour  of  tha  sl^^s^ 
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ift  from  sunrise  to  sanset,  having  intervals  of 
rest  allowed  th^n,  at  the  times  of  breidLfast^ 
and  dinner. 

The  negroes    are  generally   sad  thieves; 
Ibey  appear  to  know  no  sense  of  honesty.   Igno* 
unit  of  all  moral  principle,  they  steal  without 
blinking   it  wrong,    and  without  amy  i^pret 
hension,  except  that  of  being  detected*    The 
planters   are  obliged    to  employ  one  or   two 
of  the  most  trusty  of  ^em  in  the  capacity  of 
watchmen  to  guard,  by  close  and  constant  at- 
tention, the  orchards,  plantain-Walks,  provkion- 
itores,  and  the  like,  from  the  depredations  of 
their  own  and  their  neighbours*  slaves.    AU 
iSiough  they  have  no  remorse  in  stealing  when- 
soever or  wheresoever  opportunity  offers,  still 
they    are  pecnliarly  prone  to    robbing   their 
masters;  and  this  they  do  not  even  consider  a 
theft,  as  is  too  evident  by  an  expression  very 
common  among  them,  viz.  ^^  Me  no  tiff  kirn: 
me  take  him  from  MasmP 


April  9; 

In  speaking  to  you  of  the  exemption  of  Bar- 
badoes  from  great  and  destructive  sickness,  I  re- 
marked that,  although  it  escaped  sathe  graeral 
ills,  it  was  visited  with  a  malady  peculiarly  its 
owiw    As  this  forms  a  characteristic  feature  of 
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ito  country,  and  cannot  but  attract  the  notice^ 
and  excite  the  curiosity  of  strangers,  y6u  would 
not  excuse  me  if  I  were  to  neglect  offering  you 
a  few  words  upon  the  subject 

The  dise^tse  is  the  elephantiasis;  called  by 
some  the  ^'  glandular  disease,'*  but,  by  the  many, 
designated  simply  the  ^^  Barbadoes  disease''    It 
commonly  appears  in  the  form  of  an  enormous  en^ 
largement  of  one  or  both  legs ;  but  affects  occa- 
sionally other  parts,  particularly  the  scrotum, 
which  become^  increased  to  a  surprising  bulk* 
When  once  established,  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  remove,  and  for  the  most  part  proves  to  b# 
incurable.  It  disturb^  the  general  health  less  than 
might  be  expected,   and  frequently  exists  for 
many  years,  or,  even  during  th^  remainder  of  a 
long  life,  without  seeming  materially  to  impair 
the  constitution.    It  is  mostly  seea  among  the 
negroes,  but  it  occurs  also  among  the  Creole 
whites,  and  even  suffers  not  the  Europeans,  to 
escape.    Although  so  frequent  in  Barbadoes,  as 
to  be  held  in  a  great  degree  peculiar  or  ende- 
mial,  it  is  not  wholly  confined  to  this  country : 
some  instances  of  it  being  found  in  the  neigh- 
bouring islands. 

It  would  seem  not  to  li^ave  been  so /preva- 
lent, as  it  now  is,  from  any  very  distant  period 
of  time ;  for  about  the  year  1760  died  at  Barba^ 
does  a  man  named  Francis  Briggs,  more  com* 
monly  knowp  by  the  fictitious  appellation  of 
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Christopher  Columbus,  who,  from  the  uncora- 
mon  and  monstrous  appearance  of  his  legs,  had 
been  represented  as  the  bugbear  or  object  of 
terror  for  the  purpose  of  frightening  children. 

'Male and  female,  young,  middle-aged,  and 
old,  black,  yellow,  and  white,  are  now  all  subject 
to  its  attack ;  and,  in  walking  along  the  streets, 
the  eye  is  distressed,  at  almost  every  corner, 
with  the  appearance  of  this  hideous  deformity. 

The  disease  usually  begins  with  an  affection 
of  the  inguinal  glands,  from  whence  a  red 
streak,  or  line  of  inflammation  extends  down  the 
limb,  in  the  direction  of  the  lymphatic  ves- 
sels ;  the  part  becoming  tumefied,  and  taking 
on  a  shiping  and  oedematous  appearance.  The 
swelling  gradually  occupies  the  whole  of  the  leg, 
increasing  until,  in  many  instances,  the  limb  is 
more  than  double  its  ordinary  size.  The  skin 
assumes  a  morbid  change,  grows  rough  and 
scaly,  or  is  covered  with  irregular  wart-like 
risings.  In  some  cases  deep  belts  or  indentations 
appear  in  various  parts  of  the  tumor,  as  if  form- 
ed by  the  pressure  of  ligatures :  in  others  the 
swelling  bulges  out  in  a  number  of  irregular 
protrusions:  son^times,  from  extreme  disten* 
tion,  the  skin  breaks  into  fissures,  and,  a  watery 
fluid  oozes  out,  which,  on  exposure  to  the  aii-, 
grows  gelatinous  upon  the  surface.  The  foot 
frequ^itly  partakes  of  the  disease :  but  in  many 
cases  the  immense  tumor  of  the  leg  terminates 
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abruptly  at  the  ancle,  hanging  over  the  foot  in 
knotty,  and  scaly  exci'esc^icea.  The  deformity 
is  thus  diversified;  the  enormous  bulk  of  leg 
appearing  under  a  variety  of  unseemly  and  di$- 
.gusting  shapes.  As  the  enlargement  increases^ 
the  whole  extrendity  becomes  hard  and  sqwr- 
Imous;  and  the  distended  skin,  which  was  at  first 
cedematous,  grows  thick  and  corneous,  and 
^entirely  resists  the  pressinre  of  the  finger. 

It  has  been  found  on. dissection  that,  from 
the  effused  lymph  which  originally  caused  the 
tumor  being  coagulated  and  hardened, :  <iie 
substance  of  the  enlai^ed  limb,  has  assumed 
an  appearance  not  unlike  brawn;  the  morbid 
skin,  and  the  cellular  membrane  under  it, 
'.being  thickened  into  a  tough,  homy,  andalmoat 
.cartilaginous  consistence.  i 

From  this  unsightly  malady  being,  mostly 
accomp^mied  with  fever  of  aft  intermittent  tyjN^ 
we  often  hear  it  termed  "  the  fever  and  ague,^" 
.Indeed  from  the  periodical  returns  of  the. pa- 
roxysms, &nd  from  the  tumefaction  succeeding 
to  them,  the  disease  lias  been  very  generally 
considered  only  as  an  effect  resulting  from  inter- 
mittent fever.  The  practice,  said  to  be  success* 
ful  in  its  removal,  seems  also  to  be  founded 
upon  this  view  of  it.  Regard  being  had  to  the 
fever  as  the  original  affection,  the  elephantiasis 
is  viewed  only  as  a  sequel,  and  the  curative 
means  are  directed  solely  to  the  extinction  of  the 
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febrile  syitiptoms:  which  being  effected,  by  anr 
timony  and  Penman  bark,  .the  patient  is  sent 
|br  a  time  to  some  other  island,'  by  way  of 
-chKnge^  of  clinNtte,.  in  order  to  prevent  a  relapse. 
iNo  particular  attrition  is  paid  to  the  tumor, 
ii^hich,  on  the  fever  being  removed,  is  expected 
'gradually  to  diminish.  But  sometimes,  instead 
kf(  receding!  it  remains  stationary,  or  is  in- 
creased; or  if  it  snbBide,  is  renewed  on  any 
future  invasion  of  the  fever. 

Often  ;t  return  to  Barbadoes  brings  a  return 
of  the  intermittent,  and  a  consequent  additioti 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  already  thickened  ex* 
tienrity;  and  from  tlie  attacks  of  the  disease 
recurring  in  frequent  repetition,  there  remains 
na  way  of  preventing  it  from  being  established 
into  an  incurable  deformity,  but  by  seeking  the 
remedy  of  a.  more  temperate  climate.  Fre- 
gently  the  disorder  seems  to  be  entirely  sub- 
dued by  a  few  years  residence  in  England,  yet 
agaio  tak^  place  on  the  patient  returning  to 
Barbadoes. 

Some  regard  the  disease  in  a  directly  oppe- 
site  point  of  view,  considering  the  glandular 
ttttaor,  with  its  attendant  inflammation  of  the 
lymphatics,  as  the  primary  affection,  and  the 
fever  merely  as  symptomatic :  but  it  is  not  con* 
sistent  with  my  present  purpose,  to  enter  iato 
the  <liscussi6n  of  this  question. 

Different  opinions  have  been  held  respect* 
ing  the  origin  of  this  singular  affection,    Iteing 


LETTER  XXXIV*  S07 

most  frequent,  or  fii^t  observed  among  the  ne* 
groes,  many  have  believed  it  to  be  imported 
with  theuQ  frdm  th*r  shores  of  Africa  2  but  this 
opinioa  is  divested  of  |)robabilit]r,  by  the  extra* 
drdiaary.  prevalence  of  the  disease  at  Barbadoes. 
Were  it  brought  by  the  skvtjs  from  Africa,  it 
wtmld  be  e(][ually  common  in  the  other  settle*- 
nients;  and,  not  being  infiBctious,  would  not  be 
seeh^mong  the  white  creoIes,<  or  the  Europeans* 
](tis4indoubtedly  the  indigedoife  offsfiruigof  ths 
idand,  and  perhaps  is  connecbed.Avith  a  pecuH^ 
arly  arid  state  of  the  atmosphere;  for  in  tho 
colonies  shadowed  with  thick  forests  and  vegeta** 
tion,  it  is  still  unknown,  and  has  only  grown 
common  at  Barbadoes,  in  proportion  as  its 
woods  have  been  removed,  and  the  surface  of 
the  land  left  unsheltered* 

^xcbpt  on  its  early  attack,  or  at  the  periods 
6f  acute  relapse,  the  disefist^  is  attended  -  with 
little  or  no  patB,  and  the  enlargement  someHmes 
proceeds  so  gradually,  that  the  person  himself 
is  almost  msensible  of  it.  He  walks  about 
as  usual,  ^and  appears  to  suffer  but  little  incon*- 
recitence,  either  from  the  additional  bulk,  or  the 
great  increase  of  weight.  Hence  it  is  often  less 
dfllicttng  to  diie  individual,  than  offensive  to 
Others.  It  is  extrenidy  repugnant  to  the  sight ; 
ttnd  as  the  negroes  walk  in  the  streets^  with 
these  diseased  linibs  exposed'  to  tvery  eye, 
Europeans,  but  recently  arrived^  are  exceedingly 

xS 
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annoyed  by  their  filthy  and  monstrous  Appear* 
ance« 

Perhaps  nature  has  not  formed,  nor  can'  the 
limnan  mind  conceive  a  being  at  cmce  so  dis-^ 
gustingi  and  so  pitiable,  as  an  old  half-famished 
negro  woman,  of  withered  frame,  hobbling 
about  with  her  loose  and  naked  skin  hanging 
ihrivcUed  in  deep-fiirrowed  wrinkles ;  and  dng^ 
ging  after  her  one  or  both  legs  grown  into  an  im« 
mense  bulk  of  hideous  disea8e--«*ber  feet  only 
toes,  protruding  from  this  huge  mass  of  distem* 
pered  leg !  Yet  such  are  the  objects  too  often 
seen  upon  the  streets  of  Bridge-town ! 


Aprs  la 

As  planter  here  supersedes  die  title  oi 
.farmer,  so  does  plantation  that  of  farm.  The  land 
is  cultivated  in  a  number  of  divisions,  which  in 
Europe,  might  receive  the  common  de^gnation 
of  fiirms,  but  in  Barbadoes,  they  are  termed  plant- 
ations, or  estates.  Of  these  the  distinguishing 
appellation  is  not  derived  from  the  name  of  the 
existing  possessor;  bu.t  from  some  ^cific  title 
lotag  since  assigned  to  them,  or  from  the  name 
of  the  (original  occupant,  or  of  the  family  to 
whom  they  have  for  many  years  belonged.  Thu» 
a  person,  going  to  visit  Mr.  HoUin^wofth  ot 
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iit.  Vaith,  would  not  say  he  was  going  to  Mr. 
Waith's,  or  Mn  HollingsworthX  but  to  **  Colic. 
tohV'  or  to  'VSpcndlove;''  Urnse  being  the 
names  by  which  the  estates  hare  long  been 
known. 

Besides  the  great  number  of  hospitable 

.mansions  found  on  the  large  plantations,  in  the 

different  parts  of  the  country ;  many  humble 

dwellings  attract  the  notice  of  the  traveller, 

and  improve  the  general  scenery  of  the  island. 

They  are  the  cottages  of  a  poorer  order  of  white 

people,*— obscure  individuals,  remote  from  the 

great  class  of  merchants  and  planters,  and  who 

obtain  a  scanty  livelihood  by  cultivating  a  smftH 

patch  of  earth,  and  breeding  up  poultry,   or 

what  they  term  stock  for  the  markets.    They 

are  descended  from  European  settlers,  but  from 

misfortune,  or  misconduct,  in  some  of  the  rac^ 

are  reduced  to  a  state  not  much  superior  to  the 

condition  of  free  n^jroes.    This  numerous  class 

of  inhabitants,  between  the  great  planters  and 

the  people  of  colour,  forms  a  striking  feature^ 

4i«tinguishi«g  Barbadoes  from  the  more  recently 

(settled  colonies*.  They  have  no  precise  knowledge 

when  their  ancestors  first  arrived :  through  se* 

veral  generations  they  have  been  bom,  and  have 

lived  on  the  island ;  and,  regarding  it  as  their 

native  and  only  abiode,  they  do  not,  like  their 

more  wealthy  neighbours,  look  to  England  as 

mother,  mi  a  better  hom^ 

X  3 
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Curiosity  h»s  l«d  lis  to  visit  several  of^these 
fiunilies. 

In: the  {Ntft.  of  the  islsnd .  near  the  iar;^itS| 
we  called  atai  sdfiall  hott  or  cabin,  where  we  met 
with  a  large  family  of  Barbadian  cottagers ;  and, 
with  all  the  inquintiveness  of  strangers^  we  ad- 
dres^d  tbeni  in  a  multitude  of  interrogatories^ 
to  which  thdr  replies  were  highly  gratifying. 
They  were  Hving  amidst  the  mountains,  appa- 
l^tly  shut  from  the  world,  and  but. seldom 
exposed  to  the  intrusion  of  visitors.  The 
dame  of  the  house  was  nearly  seventy- years  of 
Age>  *  We  found  her  occupied  in  playful  atten* 
tioBS  with  tw!o  of  her  grandchildreii^-two,  of 
fl^v^u,  of  the,  offspring  of  her  daughter.  Mkkr 
wg  rnquiriea  respecting  the  old  woman's  hiMory 
y(e  learned  tha^  she  could  trace  back  her  family 
in  regular  lineal  descent,  as  far  as  her  great* 
graudf^tlier,  the  successors  of  wbcmi  have  never 
rempved  from£arbadoesj>o  that  the' children 
y/e  here  sa^^  were,  to  a  certainty,  as*  distant  ai 
the  sixth  generation,  and  probably  much  more 
remotie,  indirect  descent,  from  paMnts  who  had 
always  lived  in  llie  torrid  2one.  One  of 
them  was.  about  six,  the  other  eight  years 
^M*  In  feimess  of  skin^  in  feature,  and  in 
figure,  they  might  have  been  mistaken  for  d)i!- 
dren  bom  in  JEngland,  or  any  other  temperate 
climate. 

Near  Hillougbhy  hill  we  met  wkb  another 
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cottage  family,  regularly  de^cettdeii  frota  firkish 
parents,  of  long  standing  in  the  island,  and  haW 
ing  all  the  features,  and  getteral  ap^searance  of 
Europeans.  The  father  oP  thi*  femHy  was  six*y 
years  old,  and  some '  of  his  predeceasors  iiad 
lived  to  upwards  of  ninety.  'We  cqtkld  i»ot 
trace  the  pedigree  so  accurately  as  in  tho<odmr 
family;  but  this  probably  was  nob'less  ancient, 
the  old  man  having  no  knowledge,  but  of  kfm 
Barbadian  predecessors,  and  not  knowing*  when 
they  first  came  to  the  island.  The  occupafcim 
of  this  family  was  that  of  planting  a  small' apot 
of  land  with  ginger,  and  raising  «tock  to  seU  ^ 
Bridge-town  market.  *  They  were  poor,  like  the 
others,  and  compelled  to  labour  'much  iff  fntt 
exposure  to  the  sun.  Like  the  negroes,  tbo^ 
their  diet  consisted  chiefly  of  vegcttabl^. 

At  the  fort,  commanding  the  entrance  of 
Carlisle  Bay,  are  living  a  man  and  his  vrife/botdi 
natives  of  Barbadoes,  ^whose  ancestors  for  genei- 
rations,  beyond  all  that  tradition  has  traded  to 
them,  have  resided  '  cbnstantly  in  the  island: 
sitting  round  the  mother  were  five  fine  children, 
their  offspring,  who  were  In  face  and  form  as 
fair  as  the  fairest  Europeans. 

These  facts  stand  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
speculative  doctrines  of  those  who  derive  the 
various  colours  of  the  human  race  froih  climata 
or  locality  of  residence,  together  with  liie  con* 
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comitemt  drcumstancea  of  diet,  and  mode  of 
life. 

The  tliree  families  above  mentioned  are, 
UQdoHbtedly,  of  the  fifth  or  sixth,  or,  perhapa» 
a  still  more  distant  generation,  in  direct  liuea) 
descenti  from  parents,  originally,  English ;  bqt 
whose  offspring,  through  every  r^ce,   to  th^ 
present  children,  have  alws^ys  resided  between 
the  tropics.    They  have,  moreover,  lived  in  cir- 
cumstances of  mediocrity,  exposed  to  labour, 
and  to  the  fall  influence  of  climate ;  or  hav^ 
known  only  the  abode  of   ppverty,  apd  by 
needy  fortune  have  been  compelled  to  use  a  diet: 
-very  similar  to  that  of  the  Africans.    Yet  is 
there   not   an  individual  among  thep,    whet, 
^ther  in  form,  feature,  or  cplour  has  made  th^ 
slightest  approach  to  that   change,   which   a 
constant  residence,  through  so  many  generations, 
must  have  effected,  were  their  des<;endants,  of 
&ture  ages,  to  become  of  negro  form,  and  hue. 
.    Children  born  ip  ^glai^d  have  not  fairef 
skins,   nor  features  more  porrectly  Europeai^ 
The  younger  have  all  the  cherub  face  and  form 
cf  the.  lovely  smilipg  babes  of  a  temperate  clir 
mate.    Those  more  advanced  are  thinner,  an^ 
bear  about  them  more  of  that  languor,  which 
universally  res^lts  from  lopg  resic^^npe  in  grea( 
and  constant  heat. 

To  whatever  age  the  parents  m^y  haye 
lived,  it  is  remarkal^Ie  that,  although  the  fs^ce 
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Md  hands  shall  have  become  broxn,  froshim^ 
9u^iate  exposure  to  the  sun,  the  other  parta  of 
their  bodies  remain  white  and  unchanged ;  and 
npt  the  softest  shade,  not  the  slightest  tinge  of 
the  acquired  darlcness  of  hands  or  face  is  com« 
niunicated  to  their  offspring,  the  children 
being,  invariably,  bom  as  perfect  whites  as 
those  of  Europe, 

But  the  strong  and  incontrovertible  (act 
with  respect  to  the  American  Indians,  militates 
SQ  decidedly  against  the  doctrine  of  conversion^ 
that  scarcely  another  argument  can  b?  necessary 
to  its  refutation.  Although  living  for  nnknowii 
ages  under  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  as  d)o 
Africans,  and  exposed  to  precisely  similar  habits 
and  occupatipns,  not  an  individual  of  them  hat 
ever  been  known  to  re^mble  th^  negro,  eitW 
in  skin  or  feature.  Nor,  inde^,  wo)ild  it  h^ 
less  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  negroes  of 
Africa^  or  those  of  the  West  India  islands, 
should  be  converted  into  Indians,  than  that  Iut 
diansy  or  £iiropean4»  should  d^en^rate  intQ 
Africans ! 


April  11, 

It  is  almost  incredible  that  p^  the  11th  day 
pf  April  the  people  of  Barbado<^  should  remain 
Ignorant  regarding  the  situaticm  of  ^n  immense 
fleet  which  s^e^  for  t^ia^  i»l9nd^.  from  llni^lnndj 
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Ht  tbe  nionth  of  November  preceding !  Tet  so 
h  is  respecting  the  Portsmouth  eonvoy.  Signs 
lif  monng  are  now  exhibited^  wkidi  seem  to  in* 
iikate  that  the  troops  already  arrived  will  not 
be  longer  detained  inactive.  Among  other 
marks  of  approaching  service,  we  have  been 
called  npon  for  a  general  return  of  the  sick^  and 
it  appears  in  orders  that  Drs.  Henderson  and 
Cave,  'with  a  detachment  of  our  staff,  are  to 
femain  at  Barbadoes  in  charge  of  the  hospitals 
appropriated  to  the  St.  Domingo  division.  In 
eonseqoetice  of  many  of  the  ships  arriving  in 
H  sickly  state,  the  hospitals  became  crowded  aS 
Soon  as  they  were  erected,  notwithstanding  our 
having  tlie  further  accomhiodation  of  converting 
a  part  of  the  barracks  into  sick  wards.  But  we 
have,  inson^  measure,  relieved  the  hospitals,  by 
forming  a  small  encampment,  and  putting  the 
convalescents  under  caavasa^. 

We  expect  that  you  will  hear  from  various 
quarters,  and  read  in  all  the  newspapers  sad 
histories  of  disease  and  death, .  but*  let  me  cau* 
tion  you  not  to  believe  that  we  are  all  dying. 
Should  it  be  told  you  that  more  than  a  thousand 
sick  are  already  in  the  hospitals,  be  not  deceived, 
into  a  belief  that  so  many  are  about  to  bepome 
the  victims  of  dimate,  and  yellow  fever.  * 

TTie  hospitals  are  Certainly  thronged,  from 
the  number  of  sick/  but  this  cannot  be  placed 
to  the  account  of  the  climate  or  of  endemie 


Aiaeaney  for,  'nearly  at)  the  mttif  now  ill,  arrived 
IB  sickness*.  Tbey  had  been  detained  on  Spike 
Island^  or  in  ctON^ded  transports,  during  roanjr 
wieieks  of  inhospitable  weather,  whereby  ex- 
tensive disease  was  generated  among  them  ;  and 
hence  it  happened  that,  upon  arriving  at  Barba- 
does,  the  troops  in  many  of  the  ships,  although 
not  actually  ill,  had  approaching  disease  so 
strongly  marked  in  their  features,  that  it  be» 
came  necessary  to  remove  every  one  of  them 
on  shore,  in  order  to  have  the  vessels  thoroughly 
AitV)igated  and  purified ;  and  from  this  circum- 
stance it  occurred  that  many  slight  cases  were 
thi-owp  into  the  hospitals,  which  otherwise 
would  not  have  appeared  upon  the  list  This 
will  in  some  measure  explain  to  you  why  the 
hospitals  are  crowded,  although  neither  ^^  yel« 
low  fever,'*  nor  any  other  malignant  disease 
reigns  amongst  us. 

While  I  aq[i  upon  the  subject  of  sickness  t 
may  remark  to  yoii  that  I  have  had  my  first 
opportunity  of  seeing  a  case  of  that  destructive 
malady,  which  has  lately  excited  such  univer- 
sal alarm,  under  the  term  "  yellow  fever ;"  but, 
perhaps,  you  are  not  prepared  to  hear  that,  after 
a  residence  of  so  many  weeks  in  the  West  In- 
dies, I  have  seen  only  a  solitary  example  of  that 
disease:  yet  such  is  the  fact— for,  amidst  all 
our  sickness,  and  crowded  hospitals,  only  ar 
single  instance  of  ''  yellow  fever''  h^i  hitherto, 
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oMWted.  I  visitod  this  pttient  with  my  friend 
Pn  JackioQ,  the  learned  author  who  has  so 
ajbly  written  upon  the  diseases  of  Jamaica,  and 
obtained  his  clinical  remarks  concerning  the 
leading  and  more  characteristic  symptoms  of  th# 
disease.  You  will  believe  that  the  event  has 
impressed  upon  my  mind  a  very  powerfnl  soise 
of  the  subtle  malignity  of  this  devouring  com* 
j>laint. 

The  patient  was  certainly  very  ill»  but,  to 
those  who  had  not  before  witnessed  the  disease^ 
,he  did  ngt  appear  to  be  in  extreme  danger ;  ye^ 
idas !  oh  repeating  our  visit  the  following  monu 
^^  we  fo\md  him  a  cold  and  yellow  corpse ! 
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Btfbfldoei^  April  18« 

A  BVMOUR 19  strongly  prevalent,  that  a  divisiool 
of  the  troops,  now  assembled  at  Barbadees,  is 
to  be  detached  on  secret  service.  Should  this 
take  place,  andrthe  detachment  be  formed  from 
the  St  Domingo  armament,  it  is  more  than  pos- 
sible  that  our  happy  quartette  may  yet  be  dis- 
persed  before  we  reach  our  original  destination^ 
Of  course  our  expectations  have  always  led  to 
this:  but  from  having  lived  on  board,  together, 
and  in  the  utmost  harmony,  during  a  period  of 
many  months,  it  would  be  matter  of  regret,  to 
either  of  us,  to  be  taken  from  our  congenial 
mess,  at  the  very  eve  of  sailing  for  our  destined 
port;  particularly  as  we  should  be  separated 
under  circumstances  which  would  render  it  pro* 
bable  that  we  might  never  meet  again* 

I  do  not  recollect  to  have  noted  to  you  in 
any  former  letter  the  great  fondness  which  th# 
negroes  have  for  the  water,  or  their  singular  ad« 
dress  and  expertness  in  moving  upon  that  ele- 
ment. In  one  of  our  late  walks  we  met  with  a 
slave  who  was  amusing  himself  by  exercises  of 
uncommon  agility  in  the  sea.  Not  an  otter,  nor 
a  beaver,  nor  scarcely  a  dolphin  could  appear 
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more  at  his  case.  He  was  quite  at)>lay  in  the 
water,  and  diverting  himself  in  all  kmds  of 
antic  tricks,  and  gambols.  He  dived  to  the^ 
bottom — s\vam  in  a  variety  of  ways— walked  or 
paddled  along  like  a  dog — concealed  himself  fof 
a  long  time  under  the  water — laid  himself  at  rest 
upon  it$  aurface,  and  appeared  as  much  at  home 
in  the  ocean,  as  if  he  had  never  breathed 
a  lighter,  nor  trodden  a  firmer  medium. 

This  expertness  is  much  cferived  from  aii 
early  habit  of  bathings  or,  as  it  might  be  terrn^ 
•  cd^  exercising  in  the  water;  and  it  reliders  thA 
negroes  peculiarly  useful  in  cases  of  accident  a| 
sea,  or  in  the  harbour.  Let  them  have  a  good 
boat,  or  canoe^  and  it  will  scarcely  happen  that 
they  can  be  drowned.  Even  if  they  are  upeet^ 
and  the  boat  turned  keel  upwards,  they  rise  at 
her  sides,  and  there  continue  to  swim  or  paddle 
tintil  they  again  right  her^  then,  bailing  out  the 
water,  resume  their  seats  and  proceed  as  if  no« 
thing  had  happened 

A  sense  of  cleanlioess  attaches  to  their  love 
of  the  water,  for  we  not  only  see  them  often  in 
the  sea,  but  frequently  also  washing  themselves 
in  the  rivulets.  It  seems  to  form  one  of  their 
&vorite  amusements  to  stand  in  the  sea,  or  l 
river,  and  to  take  up  water  in  both  hands  and 
pour  it  over  their  shoulders  down  their  backs. 
This  is  practised  both  by  the  men  and  women, 
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and  18  one-  of  their  most'  frequent  methods  oi 
bathing. 

Another  mark  of  cleanliness  also  prevails 
among  them  which  was  lea$  to  be  expected; 
viz.  that  of  paying  great  attention  to  their' 
teeth.  The  chew-stick  which  is  here  employed 
for  cleaning  the  teeth  is  far  more  in  use  among 
the  negroes,  than  the  tooth-brush  among  the 
lower  classes  of  people  in  England. 

Our  adroit  negro,  amidst  his  many  gam- 
bols in  the  water,  dived  often  to  tbe  bottom  of 
the  sea,  and  brought  up  a  handful  of  sand.  Witli 
this  rough  dentifrice  he  soundly  scrubbed  hb 
'teetbi  and  by  way  of  essense  to  wash  it  off» 
plunged  down,  for  another  handful,  with  his 
mouth  wide  open.;  thus,  alternately,  repeating 
the  rubbing,  and  sea- water  washing,  until  his 
'teeth  were  duly  <;ontrasted  widi  his  ebon  coun« 
tenance. 
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stop  GrenadA,  at  Sea,  April  17. 

Xhjc  apprehended  division  of  our  long  associated 
'^ess  has  taken  place !  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot 
to  join  an  expedition  under  General  Whyte,  and 
I  am  separated  from  my  friends,  perliaps  soon 
to  meet  a^m,  pethaps  to  meet  no  more !  To 
.vhat  quarter  we  are  bound  is  held  in  secrecy. 
Cura^oa,  Demarara,  St.  Eustatia,  .and  various 
otbor  destinations  have  been  conjectured,  but, 
from  the  course  we  are  at  present  steering,  the 
cctttt  of  Guiana  seems  to  be  jnost  probable* 

We  were  ordered  away  at  very  short  no* 
.tice  On.  returning  to  the  Lord  Sheffield  after 
my  visit  at  the  hospital  on  the  morning  of  tl)e 
l4th  iDSt  I  received  instructions  to  embark  on 
board  the  Grenada  transport  before  twelve 
o'clock ;  and  to  take  the  direction  of  a  detach* 
ment  of  the  hospital  staff,  appointed  to  accom- 
pany a  division  of  the  army,  which  was  to  sail 
that  afternoon,  on  secret  service. 

Being  advised  to  carry  with  me  as  little 
baggage  as  possible,  and  assured  that  I  might 
tapect  soon  to  return,  in  order  to  proceed  with 
General  Whyte,  to  St.  Domingo,  I  made  up  a 
soldier's  kit  of  appareV  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^y  heavier 
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packages,  under  the  care  of  my  late  comrades, 
in  the  Lord  Sheffield. 

The  Gfenada  is  a  very  fine  vessel,  and 
sails  remarkably  well.  Like  the  Lord  Sheffield, 
she  is  a  West  India  trader,  engaged  as  a  trans- 
port only  for  the  passage  out,  and  as  soon  as 
khe  has  completed  her  voyage  is  to  return  to 
England  laden  with  sugat^  cotton,  er  other 
colonial  produce. 

I  thought  mysrif  fortunate  in  being  ap- 
pointed to  so  good  a  ship;  imd,  hearing  that 
troops  were  to  be  thickly  stowed  on  board  the 
different  vessels  of  the  expedition,  aqticipated 
much  of  comfort  upon  the  passage,  by  observing 
thai  the  Grenada  was  free  from  the  crowd  I 
had  expected  to  meet  But  these  self-gratular 
tions  proved  to  be  somewhat  premature.  Up-» 
wards  of  three  hundred  troops  arrived  quickly 
after,  and  a  scene  of  confusion  was  introduced 
surpassing  all  that  even  fancy  had  created. 

The  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  die 
regiment,  the  commanding  officer  of  artillery, 
and  myself,  are  the  only  officers  who  have  the 
accommodation  of  lepfurate  births  :  all  the 
others  are  obliged  to  lie  down  together  with- 
out beds,  or  mattresses,  upon  the  bare  flecks 
of  the  cabins,  and  even  there;  they  are  com- 
pelled to  stow  closely,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  them  all. 

VOL.  I.  T 
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On  the  upper  deck  the  soldiers  are  still 
more  thickly  spread;  they  sleep  without  aqy 
other  covering  than  their  clothes  of  the  day, 
using  the  ami,  or  the  knapsack  as  a  pillow; 
and  so  near  do  they  lie  to  each  other,  that 
a  foot  can  scarcely  find  place  between  them. 
Happily  the  wind  is  very  favorable,  and  we  are 
led  to  believe  that  whitbersoevclr .  we  may  be 
bound  the  voyage  will  not  be  long.  Having 
the  steady  breeze  of  the  trades  on  her  quarter, 
the  ship  is  worked  almost  wholly  by  the  helm^ 
and  we  seldom  have  need  to  shift  the  sails- 
occasional  bracjOg  being  all  that  is  necessary^ 
If  the  weather  liad  been  bad,  and  the  wind 
against  us,  you  will  readily  imagine  the  sad 
state  we  must  have  been  in,  with  such  a  body 
of  men,  sick,  and  ill,  and  crowded  in  every 
quarter  of  the  vessel  4  Even  as  it  is,  we  have 
much  difiiculty  in  keepiHg  them  sufficiently 
clean  to  preserve  them  in  health.  They  lie 
.down  in  theix  clqthes  at  night,  where  they  Imve 
been  standing  or.  sitting  the  whole  of  the  day, 
and  from  the  deck  being  their  5eat,  their  din- 
ner-board, and  their  bed»  all  about  them  soon 
grows,  unwholesome  and  offensive;  pieces  of 
broken  food>  slpppings  of  broth,  or  grog,  bits 
*Qf  meat,  old!  bones,  crumbs  of  biscuit,  and  va- 
rious other  kinds  "of  filth  collect  under  them, 
and  about,  their  clothing  ;   and,  from  the  great 
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heat  of  climate,  and  still  more  unpleasant  heat 
occasioned  by  the  crowd)  this  dirty  commixture 
^oon  becomes  sour  and  fetid;  ^and  would,  in  a 
short  timCj^  generate  disease,  wei*^  not  the  rules 
of  cleanliness  strictly  enforced, 

Besides^  those  who  sleep  upon  the  open 
deck  above,  there  is  another  multitude  in  a  more 
confined  situation  between  decks.  Observing 
this  place  to  be  very  close,  and  not  sufficiently 
ventilated,  1  have  recommended  that  the  troops 
should  be  divided  into  three  watches,  and  that; 
two  of  the  three  divisions  should  be  kept  con- 
stantly upon  the  open  deck,  relieving  those, 
below  every  four  hours-  Likewise  as  a  further 
means  of  prevention  I  have  advised  that  all  the 
men  should  bathe  every  morning,  while  the 
decks  are  thoroughly  washed  and  cleaned.  For- 
tunately I  am  supported  in  this  by  the  approba- 
tion of  Colonel  Tilson,  who  is  exceedingly  zeal* 
ods  to  do  every  thing  that  can  preserve  th# 
heakh  of  the  soldiers,  and  has  issued  his  orders 
accordingly. 

We  have  contrived  a  method  whereby  the 
bathing  is  effected  with  less  trouble  than  was  at 
first  apprehended*  The  men  are  regularly  asr 
sembled  ,by  companies  tipon  the  quarter-deck, 
at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  and  tliere  un^ 
dressing,  two  at  a  time,  they  go  down  to  the 
waist  of  the  ship,  and  remain  at  the  bottom  of 
the  step  leading  from  the  quarter-deckj  until  two 
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dr  three  buckets  of  water'  have  been  dashed 
upon  them  by  some  of  their  comrades  standing 
directly  above  them  upon  the  ed^  of  the 
deck)  others  being  stationed  at  the  sides  to 
draw  up  water  for  the  purpose.  After  being 
thus  washed)  they  move  on  to  the  forecastle  to 
dress  themselves,  others  following  in  succes* 
sion  until  the  whole  are  bathed. 

We  find  some  difficulty  in  establishing  dits 
practice,  but  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  see  it 
brought  to  the  regularity  of  a  military  move* 
ment:  the  benefit  of  it  is  not  confined  merely  to 
cleanliness  of  person,  for,  while  the  bathing  is 
going  on,  the  decks,  where  the  soldiers  sleep,  are 
thoroughly  swept  and  washed.  Its  utility  is 
also  further  extended,  in  the  general  movement 
it  creates,  and  the  refreshing  coolness  it  brings 
to  every  one  on  board.  Were  the  voyage  to  be 
long,  our  expetience  of  the  few  past  days  seenis 
to  assure  us  that  this  daily  washing  would  be 
our  best,  and,  perhaps,  our  only  preservative 
against  sickness. 

The  expedition  consists  of  about  thirteen 
hundred  men  of  the  39th,  9Sd,  and  d9th  regi- 
ments commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonels  Til- 
son,  Hislop,  and  Gammell,  and  a  party  of  artil- 
lery, under  the  command  of  Captiin  Bagot 
The  siquadron  of  the  fleet,  employed  with  us^^is 
i}nder  Commodore  Parr,  and  consists  of  die 
Malabar  of  50  guns,  La  Pique,  Le  Babet,  and 
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the  Undaunted  frigates ;  to  which  are  added^ 
the  Grenada  armed  transport,  with  several 
sloops,  and  schooners. 

I  must  not  forget  to  note  that  I  am  now 
addressing  you  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
sun.  This  day,  in  latitude  ff^  27',  we  passed  im- 
mediately under  that  burning  orb,  Deceiving 
his  perpendicular  rays,  directly  upon  our ^  heads. 
I  havts  nothing  further  to  tell  you  on  this  oc«- 
easion.  His  southern  face  seems  neither  hotter 
nor  colder,  brighter  nor  darker,  than  his  north* 
em.  The  only  striking  circumstance  arises 
from  the  novelty  of  looking  to  the  north  at 
noon,  to  take  our  meridian;  and  habit  will  be 
required  to  reconcile  this  seeming  inconsistency* 
While  you  at  mid-day  look  south  for  the  smi^ 
I  shall  look  norths  and  although  our  noon  will 
be  different,  this  eircumatance  will  often,  meur 
tally,  place  me  with  you*  The  e£fect,  I  wish 
to  flatter  myself,  will  be  reciprocal,  and,  at- 
tracted by  bis  oppojsite  aide%  the  cheering. sun 
wilt  be  frequently  tlie  mf^dium  of  associatmgna 
in  muuml  sympathy.  ^ 

Adieu. 
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Stibrook,  April  2S. 

I  HAv£  agtin  tihe  pleuure  of  addresing  you 
upon  terra  firma,  and  of  telling  you  that  the 
united  colony  of  Essequibo  and  Demarara  is 
ours.  All  being  in  readiness  for  landing  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st,  the  troops  were  ordered  to 
proceed  onshore,  with  the  earliest  tide,  and  the 
frigates,  with  the  Grenada,  said  the  slave-ship^ 
were  directed  to  take  their  stations  before  the 
fort;  at  the  entrance  of  the  river.  The  larger 
ships  were  unable  to  approach  near  enough  to 
give  any  protection  to  the  landing  of  the  troops 
and  stores,  which  were  put  on  board  a  little  fleet 
of  light  vessels,  some  of  which  were  brought 
with  us  from  Barbadoes  for  the  purpose ;  and 
some  taken  after  our  arrival  upon  the  coast;  but 
it  proved  unfortunately  that  even  these,  light 
as  they  were,,  drew  too  much  water  for  this 
shore;  for,  about  five  o*clock,  we  had  the 
mortification  to  learn  that  our  advanced  fleet 
was  fast  aground,  deep  fixed  in  mud.  Find^ 
ing  the  small  vessels  to  be  in  this  dilemma,  our 
ship,  together  with  others  which  had  sailed 
through  a  very  confined  channel  towards  the 
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fort^  came  to  anchor  near  the  entrance  of  the 
Demaraa  river,  having,  the  fort,  also  a  Dutch 
frigate,  and  a  number  of  shipping  in  full  view 
before  them.  This  accident  might  have  proved 
of$enon$  consequence,  as  the  troops  were  com- 
pelled to  rtmsin  until  the  next  flood  tide; 
being  unable  either  to  reach  the  shore,  or  to 
return. 

In  the  events  of  this  day  we  had  a  further 
proof  of  the  extreme  uncertainty  of  military 
operatioM,  more  particularly  when  connected 
with,  or  dependent  upon  maritime  movements. 
In  the  morning  we  had  every  prospect  of  aeding 
the  troops  on  shore,  the  fort  taken,  and  the  whole 
afiair  decided  before  we  slept:  but,  in  the  eveil- 
ing,  chagrin  and  disappointment  were  our  loti 
the  great  expectations  of  the  day  having  ended 
in  bringing  some  of  the  ships  to  an  anchor  off 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  placing  the  troopjt 
in  an  unhappy  situation,  from  which  it  Was  out 
of  the  power  of  man  to  extricate  them,  until  the 
unerring  operations  of  nature  should  send  back 
the  waters  of  the  ocean  to  their  relief* 

The  ships  were  anchored  so  near  the  river 
as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  any  of  the  enemy ';6 
vessels,  and  the  troops  on  board  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  their  arm^^  upon  deck,  during  the  night, 
to  prevent  a  surprise;  and  to  be  in  readiness  to 
#ct  against  the  fort,  at  any  hour  they  might  be 
called  upon. 
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At  eight  o'clock  the  following  moraing  the 
flag  of  truce  which  had  been  sent  off  to  the  fort 
returned.  Due  secrecy  was  of  course  observed 
regarding  the  reply ;  and  presently  the  boat  was 
again  despatched  to  the  fort ;  but  as  the  little 
schooner  fleet  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  ships, 
at  the  flowing  of  the  tide,  instead  of  proceeding  to 
land  the  troops ;  and  as  no  orders  were  given  to 
advance  to  the  attack  of  the  fort,  it  was  pre- 
sumed that  the  answer  had  not  been  hostile. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  tho  flag  of 
truce  again  returned,  and  it  was  then  announced 
that  the  capitulation  was  accepted,  and  that  the 
fort  was  to  surrender  immediately  to  our  troops. 
A  party  was  accordingly  detached,  to  take  posses* 
sion  of  a  post  agreed  upon,  and  the  whole  garri- 
Aon  was  to  march  out  at  four  o'clock  Conse- 
quently, by  evening,  we  found  ourselves  fully 
established  in  Fort  William  Frederic,  the  strong- 
est, and  almost  the  only  defence  of  the  colony. 

Notwithstanding  our  strict  observance  of 
cleanliness,  and  all  our  care  to  prevent  disease, 
I  am  sorry  to  remaik,  that  numbers  of  the  soldiers 
fell  sick  on  the  passage:  but,  in  mentioning 
this,  I  ought  to  observe  that  the  39th  and  99th 
regiments  were  mostly  composed  of  draughts 
from  various  other  corps,  consisting  principally 
of  old  men,  and  unseasoned  boys,  who  had 
been  collected  together,  not  according  to  thi 
best  regulations  of  the  recruiting  service  j  and 
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aifo,  that  multitudes  of.theoli  had  been  sick  on 
the  passage  from  Cork  to  fiarbadoes,  conse* 
quently  many  (of  those  now  ill)  are  only  suffer- 
ing from  a  relapse  of  former  disease. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  although  upon 
the  passage,  not  a  morning  had  passed  without 
a  considerable  number  being  reported  for  the  sick 
list,  we  had  not  one  n€?w  patient  the  day  it  was 
intended  to  make  the  landing;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  list  of  the  preceding  day  was  dimi- 
nished.   The  spirit  of  attack  seemed  to  operate 
as  a  specific  remedy.     Many  actually  recovered, 
and  were  allowed  to  join  their  companies;  others 
stole  off,  without  reporting  themselves^  fearful 
the  doctors  should  not  allow  that  they  were  well 
enough  to  be  reported  efficient ;   and  others,  far 
too  weak  to  bear  arms,  came  feebly  from  under 
the  awning  of  the  quarter-deck,  which  had  been 
converted  into  a  sick-ward  for  their  accommo* 
^iion;  and  begged  of  me  to  permit  them  to  go 
on  shore  to  join  their  comrades  in  the  battle. 
The  idea  of  going  into  action  proved  a  more  sa- 
lutary stimulus  than  could  be  found  in  the  Phar-  * 
-Hfiacopoeia  of  the  college  of  physicians ;  and  the 
60und  of  the  destructive  cannon  promised  to  be 
a  more  healing  balm,  than  the  mildest  emollient 
prescribed  by  the  doctor. 

X »  In  adverting  to  the  country,  from  M^hence 
I  addoess  you,  I  may  observe  that  circumstances 
attended  our  landing,  which  were  not  calcu)^tefl 
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to  create  a  favorable  impfession  of  the  colcmy. 
The  day  being  wet,  we  were  completely  drench* 
ed  with  rain  in  the  boats,  and  then  set  on  shore 
in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  shower.  From  the  land^ 
ing-place  we  had  nearly  a  mile  to^  walk  to  the 
town ;  and  such  a  walk,  perhaps,  could  not  have 
been  found  in  any  other  country*— Holland  ex- 
cepted. From  the  nature  of  the  road  it  was  al- 
most impossible  to  maintain  ourselves*  upon  our 
feet  for  a  single  step.  Fatigued  by  heat,  we  had 
to  drag  along  in  the  rain,  eith^  ancle-deep  in 
mud,  or  slipping  and  sliding  about  upon  a 
wet  sur&ce  of  clay. 

We  arrived  at  the  town  in  a  sadly  wet 
and  bespattered  condition ;  but  here  we  found 
our  feet  relieved  by  stepping  on  a  narrow  causes, 
way,  paved  with  small  bricks  put  edgewise  into 
the  ground.  Thia  was  a  glad  change  tQ  omr 
trembling  limbs,  and  now,  from  requiring  less 
heed  to  our  steps,  and  the  rain  ceasing,  we  hdd 
an  opportunity  of  looking  roundi  to  observe 
the  general  appearance  of  the  t9wn  and  the 
Country.  I  could  have  fended  myself  in  Hol- 
land. The  land  appeared  as  one  wide  flat,  inter- 
sected with  dykes  and  canals;  the  roads  mere 
banks  of  mud  and  clay,  thrown  from  the  ditches 
at  their  sides;  and  tlie  houses  bedsmbed  with 
tawdry  colours,  like  Dutch  toys,  giving  the 
whole  a  striking  resem)i|aace  to  the  modiet- 
country. 
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Hie  tomn  is  simply  two  long  rows  of  houses^ 
bailt  very  distant  from  each  other,  with  a  wide 
greeu  in  the  middle,  by  way  of  street.  It  is 
more  than  a  mik  in  length,  running  in  a  line 
from  the  river  back  to  the  forest*^the  mast  in- 
convenient form  that  could  have  been  con- 
trive, as  it  places  most  of  the  buildings  far 
away  from  the  river,  and  deprives  them  of  the 
^reat  advantages,  for  trade,  which  they  might 
have  had  by  '  being  erected  parallel  jwith  the 
course  of  the  water.  To  remedy  diis  defect 
canals  and  ditches  have  been  cut,  at  the  backs  of 
the  bouses,  which  are  perhaps  the  worst  nei^- 
hours  the  inhabitants  could  have  near  them, 
for,  being  the  receptacles  of  mud,  and  all  the 
filthy  drainings  of  die  town,  and  only  partially 
emptied  by  the  reflux  of  the  tide,  they  become 
highly  c^^sive„  and  tend  to  generate  disease* 
The  causeway  of  bricks  is  continued  through- 
out the  whole  length  of  the  street;  but  the  car^ 
riage-road  is  of  mere  clay  and  mud. 

After  waiting  upon  the  General,  aj:  the  go- 
vernment-house, I  lost  no  time  in  proceeding 
upon  duty;  and,  without  delay,  wentoutin  search 
of  some  building  to  convert  into  an  hospital,  ot 
place  of  accommodation  for  the  sick.  This  would 
have  led  to  a  new  journey,  by  way  of  the 
wet  and  slippery  road,  to  the  fort;  but,  among 
the  happy  events  of  the  day,  fortune  threw  me 
in  Uie  path  of  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  town, 
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who,  upon  observing  me  toiling  through  the 
mud  and  clay,  insisted  upon  my  taking  his  boat 
and  slaves  to  convey  me  to  the  fort,  by  way  of 
the  river,  assuring  me  that  to  walk  so  £u*  might 
be  a  dangerous  excess  of  fatigue ;  and,  further, 
directing  his  niegroes  to  wait,  and  bring  m^ 
back  to  his  house,  to  dinner.  Perhaps  I  was 
little  inclined  to  refuse,  but  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  resist  the  pressing  civility  with  whtdi 
the  accommodation  was  offered ;  accordingly,  I 
accepted  the  boat,  and,  bfterwards^  returned  and 
ate  of  boiled  fowl,  and  a  roasted  kid.  During 
dinner  the  friendly  invitation  was  extended  to  a 
request,  almost  amounting  to  a  dem&nd,  from 
both  the  gentleman  and  lady  of  the  table,  that  I 
would  make  their  dwelling  my  home  /  so  long  as 
the  service  should  require  my  continuance  at  Star 
broek.  Thus  has  ibrtune».  at  once^  established 
me  in  good  quarters  in  the!  enemy's  country, 
without  a  billet,  and  even  wi|jiout  the  trouble  of 
seeking  them. 


LETTER  XXXIX.  $SS 


LEXTEK   ^OiXlX. 

Demarara,  April  9$* 

Having  secure  possession  of  the  colony  of  Es* 
sequibo  and  Demajara,  a  division  of  our  arma*. 
ment  has  been  detached  to  the  attack  of  the  ad- 
joining settlement  of  Berbische,  which  separates 
us  from  Surinam. 

The  whole  of  the  coast  not  being  yet  clear- 
ed of  its  wild  woods,  no  regular  rood  is  esta- 
blished between  the  two  colonies,  although  De- 
marara  and  Berbische  lie  contiguous  toeach  other : 
hence  this,  like  most  of  our  expeditions,  is  ex- 
posed to  all  the  uncertainties  of  the  wind  and 
the  ocean*  Thf  troops  were  embarked  on  board 
small  sloops  and  schooners,  calculated  for  the 
shallow  waters  of  this  muddy  coast;  and  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  reach  Berbische  to-mor- 
row  evening,  or  the  following  morning,  the  dis- 
tance between  the  two' great  rivers,  which  give 
names  to  the  colonies,  being  but  little  more  than 
twenty  leagues.  ^ 

We  are  taught  that  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  procure  fresh  animal  provisions  in  these  co^ 
lonies,  in  the  quantity  necessary  fox  the  army ; 
but  it, is  suggested  that  we  may  obtain  a  supply 
from  the  Spaniards,  who  have  great  numbers  of 
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wild  cattle,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad,  and  upon 
the  neighbouring  coast  of  Oronoko.  Vegetables 
and  fruits  we  find,  heYe,  in  great  plenty.  The 
market;  as  at  Barbadoes,  is  held  on  Sunday,  and 
is  supplied  by  means  of  what  the  negroes  either 
grow,  or  sieal. 

Being  anxious  to  provide  for  the  sick,  in 
the  best  way  that  was  in  my  power,  I  became, 
on  Sunday  last,  quite  a  forestaller  c^f  the  market 
It  will,  perhaps,  surprise  you  to  learn  that 
amQug  out  purchases  I  bought  a  hamper  of 
pines,  nearly  as  heavy  as  a  negro  could  carry, 
for  the  small  sum  of  three  bits.  On  counting 
them  over,  I  found  that  I  had  seventeen  large 
pines  for  fifteen-pefice,  being  somewhat  less  than 
a  penny  each. 

On  our  arrival  \n  the  town  of  Stabroek,  we 
met  with  an  infuriated  citizen-republican  in  one 
of  the  inhabitants,  whose  rash  and  Jacobinical 
zeal  outran  all  the  bounds  of  discretion,  He  not 
only  avowed,  but  sought  to  inculcate  the  most 
violent  revolutionary  principles ;  and  although 
be  had  much  cause  of  distress^  from  domestic 
affliction,  he  could  not  resist  the  pleasure  of 
grossly  abusing  the  ^*  English  aristocrats^^  and 
indulging  in  loud  political  declamationi  His 
wife  had  died  the  evening  the  Dutch  garrison 
surrendered ;  but  the  colony  becoming  subject 
to  the  ^  monarchical  English,"*  was  deeper  grief 
to  this  modern  republican,  than  the  loss  of  fais 


vif&  .  Religion^  and  even  its  fbrms  seem  to  be, 
here,  dispenaed  with,  for  they  have  neither  a 
place  of  worship,  nor  of  interment  Citijsen 
M*^  followed  his  poor  unlan^ented  wife  to4;he 
fields,  and  there  contigned  her  to  a  hole  in  the 
earth,  uttering  his  grief  in  loud  curses  against 
..... .thearistocrats! 

A  few  days  since  I  bad  an  opportunity  of 
dining  in  company  with  several  of  the  planters 
of  this  colony,  who  have  estates  upon  the  sea- 
opast;  and  I  could  not  but  remark  a  striking  dif- 
ference between  these  goitlemen,  and  those  who 
reside  constantly  in  Stabroek,  or  in  Bridge* 
town ;  compared  to  whom  they  would  se^n  the 
vamt  robust  inhabitants  of  a  temperate  climate. 
Both  in  countenance  and  in  general  stamina,  they 
are  very  unlike  the  sallow*k>oking  subjects  of 
the  towns.  To  find  any  of  the  colonists  with 
weh  strong  and  healthy  frames,  was  particu- 
larly satisfactory  to  me,  having  been  impressed 
with  a  contrary  expectation,  from  the  dis- 
oduragiiig  reports  I  had  heard  r^arding  these 
settkuMnts. 

jprom  all  that  I  had  collected  upon  the  sub* 
ject,  I  uudorstood  it  to  be  a  generally  re« 
ceived  opinioaa  at  Barbadoes,  and  the  neighbour* 
ing  islands^  that  the  climate  upon  the  coast  of 
Guiana  was,  singularly,  unhealthy  :  but  the  ap* 
pfaranosiif  the  gentlemen  alluded  to  is  sufficient 
tonspue  it  from  a  prejudice  so  unwarranted. 

VOL.  I*  2 
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/  j  J  h»y»  madch  a  vistt/toi  au;  cplieiB  pUDtatiOHj 
sear  the::tQwiv  wUreil^s^uc.  afQieKtoqsiue .  d»^ 
piny  :<2f  tUe^  jusitdcxan'ttf  nfrtb^isoiLof  G^itaiUM 
Tilda  estate  ictiffers^  from:  thq  wide  fidUkupd^ 
ikb  icoaatt'  ^Dttiyi  ih'bei^giia.  flat  tsiia&Qe  >0f 
cofiSee,  amteaildf  Cfittonipit|!9ttii  i^rendtoed  riob 
and  inviting,  from  bein^rtsavoftsed  with  greeu 
irftl)a$»;rilftdfd .  vtkU^  &\h  ram  eqf : tT9ei\  ihrhose 
lQ%i^^J|>rM(^hes  :b€»^tindf  w  t^e  yarioin:  ^eoiar 
ojfM4^i^t9QAl  fruits;,. ttffv«g»iaifc.:the  same  time,  to 
df^))ghit<  the  ^ye,  regaki.jiiiei  :olfiLQt6ries,'a^d 
r^fi^^^i^  thei.piil^te^.i'Apif^KQibpath^iii^mdian 
ajniji^'in  jiingth,>)md'af4uffi:ieiitnvidth  fof  cat^ 
TJAg«fk^/kadb^d^vA»itheisiiiikidlet  d£tfafi»tate^  dM 
94di^i  l)!f^iQ9*  dq(»>6atedt>witb;niaiigibe8j;(X)raBgcfl^ 
ywjg^tofp<^rs,lgnd  roariy>0theiikm  fiiuit   i 

1  >  etOrotoing.thidjdk^ki  iBearjtbeibetttPey^a&'ia 
thiiok  <gro ve  of  mian^u  hum!  ioM  ot^  oraage^ttasii 
cIfl4jm,aU  tli^  vamltyrjoftiBaiiBaagq^aifi^liigQ^ 
frvgrAQt  blotsdn^  ^  Aiafc-ipBeigaodi^Ti  and .iifi^,^gaUm 
frtfit::^':  ..:  .i*i  M"l'  ::-'[.' J  --i.A.i.^/j  ii  iL\./ 
;j  c  ^ :  i  Jt^  tto  .<g^al  iclidiksi  df  lii^^ipe^^ 
lightful  would  be  fields  or  gardens. tfaoi]riEMt« 
ed^^aiid  how  «}Cqui&iteIy  :ietijdyaU^  JBut^here, 
imd^ithe.isi^prQhiQ^s  of  a  torradsuiiy'wlille  th^ 
e)re,'atid  tibeid&QtojHa8;>add iliB.pxlateq am  ^n^ 
tififd,  the 'toittufed.oonsa  ofi^Mliiigc^kliiiElea 
e^ery'  pQ[fiiibiUliy^jofi;CDinfbct;is/rf  expand  :ta 
the  ofito  suii^^tM^exioefis  a£3]ea|2prodticeKdatii|^ 
portable;2BttguQr  and  ht\gviff  audi  if  we*: 

a  .:  .-MY 
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the  protecting  sh^e  of  the  fruitTtrees^  we  are^ 
there,  plagued  with  the  sharp  biting3.  or  .my- 
riads of  mu^q^uitoes.  '  ,       / 

Invited  by  the  gratefar  odgur,  a^d,  takiog 
a4 vantage  of  the  cool  shade/ 1  left  the  Abroad  &n4 
heated  path,  to  ramble  in  the  sweet  avenue^  of 
the  orange  grove,  but,  ere  my  foot  had  traced 
its  second  step  in  the  soft  grs^s,  I  was  be^et  by 
thousands  of  these  t6rmenting  insects,  and' com: 
pelljed  to  make  a^hasty  retreat.  ! 

In  my  escape  I  experienced  mote  courteous 
fare;  for,  upon  turping  frpm  the  shaded  pat^ 
a  very  fine  mulatto  woman  of  the  hoiise^  seeing 
ihe  walking,  aqd  observing  ine  to  be  aitranger. 
camb  out,  with  a  plate  of  the  sweetest  pranges 
of  the  grove,  and,  inviting  jme  to  ,  eat,  jvyith 
much'  gracefulness  and  urbanity,  bade  me  weP- 
come. 

Presently  afterwargs  1  met  a  robust  negro 
carrying  a  heavy  basket  of  fruit  ujpop  xiis  head, 
and^  asking  him  how  they  disposed  of /the  ina- 
mense  nqmbers  of  oranges  growing  upon  tbe 
estate,  he  replied  *'  Git  'em  to  de  neighbours, 
M^ssa.'^  ^vailipg  ipyself  of  this  jnformatioiijj  J[ 
wyote  to  Myqh^r  Meertens, '  -^lie  atton^ey  of 
ttie  estate,  and  ,h^ve  obtained  permiss;on  to 
father  basketsful  of  orianges  for  the  sick  soldiers, 
whenever  I  please. 

X  should  fee]  it  an  i^nwortl^  omissioif  ngt 
*to  gite  you  a  copy  of  Mjrnheer  l^eertens'  odU* 


540  KOTES  ON   tut  W^t  INDIES; 

ging  not6  to  die  manager,  after  reading  my  ie^ 
quest  It  was  as  follows:  *'Monsr.  Kelter,  k 
rhabitation  X^lessingen,  aura  la  bont^  de  procu* 
rer,  de'  terns  tn  terns,  pour  les  militaires  qui^  sont 
malades,  leis  fruits  tels  qu*ils  s'y  trouvent'.  tl 
obligera  son  tris  humble  s^f  viteur, 

"  A.  MEiRTENS.* 

])uring  the  few  days,  smce  our  arrival 
heie,  events  and  circumstances  have  occurred, 
as  if  they  had  been  designed  expressly  to  place 
before  us  wbat  was  likely  to  be  most  striking  to 
jSuropeans.  Already  we  have  witnessed  the 
Immiliating,  but  very  interesting  sight  of  a 
dargo  of  several  hundreds  of  human  subjects 
l)eing  landed  from  a  slave-ship,  and  exposed  to 
|>ublic  sale;  and  on  the  other  hand,  naked 
beings,  who  jrange  in  the  utmost  freedom  of 
human  nature,  have  presented  themselves  in 
crowds  to  our  observation ;  parties  of  copper- 
coloured  Indians,  from  the  wild  woods,  having 
come  down  the  river  in  their  canoes  to  visit 
the  town.  It  has  also  happened  to  ztie  to 
be  addressed  by  a  wretched  slave,  strongly  in* 
treating  me  to  purchase  her  from  her  master ; 
and  I  have  further  witnessed  with  surprise,  the 
more  than  apathy,  perhaps  I  might  say,  the  ex- 
ultation of  a  white  lady,  on  hearing  the  cries  of 
a  negro  suffering  under  the  whip.  Likewise 
th^  honor  has  been  doiie  me  of  having  a  yonng. 
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I 

ilaVe  placed  by  my  elbow  at  dinner-time,  with 
a  fragrant  bough  to  defend  me  from  the  flies; 
and  I  have  been  coriiplimented  with  a  negro  to 
f  leep  at  my  bed-room  door,  in  order  to  be  in 
readiness  in  case  I  should  require  him  to  beat 
off  the  musquitoes,  or  to  bring  me  any  thing  in 
the  night. 

It  proves  that  we  are  here  just  in  time  to 
witness  the  setting  in  of  the  rainy  season;  it 
having  announced  itself  by  the  falling  of  rapid 
showers  almost  every  morning  since  our  land- 
ing: and,  amidst  all  the  novelties  of  this 
moment,  I  must  not  forget  to  add,  that  I 
now  ^xperi^ce  the  tormenting  sensation  of 
having  my  whole  skin  thickly  bes^t  with  prickly 
Jieat 

We  find  that  the  Western  code  of  hospi- 
tality, so  prominent  at  Barbadoes,  is  not  con- 
fined to  that  island.  It  extends  equally  to  th^ 
roast  of  South  America.  The  planters,  whom 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  meet  at  Stabro^k^ 
have  invited  me,  in  the  most  cordial  manner,  to 
their  several  homes,  offering  me  every  accommo- 
dation at  their  plantations  in  the  country, 
whenever  I  may  find  time  to  visit  them. 

I  should  tell  you  that  the  unhappy  sUve, 
who  came  to  me  to  intreat  that  I  would  pur- 
chase her,  was  a  very  decent  young  woman, 
here    termed  a  *^  house-wench."     The  hard. 

z3 
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^hips  and  ill  treattnent  she  had  ^ufFered,  had 
Crekted,  shfe  saidj  such  an  entire  dislike  to  her 
present  home,  ihkt  if  she  coulcl  find  no  "  good 
!li^aiisa^  who  would  biiy  her,  she  had  determined 
^  to  fry'ib  'escape  frbm  her  misery  by  running  away. 
Tbd  poor  creature  shuddered  as  she  mentioned 
this  expedient,  sensible  that  if  she  should  be 
retaken,  her  sufferings,  great  is  they  were, 
wduid  be  sa<Sly  multiplied.  Still  she  declared 
she  was  firmly  resolved  to  Hazard  the  attempt, 
rather  than  conthiue  her,  how,  wretched  life, 
hopeless  of  relief. 

Tf he  heavy  tear  swelled  on  her  daVk  cheek 
ks  ihe  related  the  severities  to  which  she  had 
teeti  subjected,  iter  iaie  was  at  ohce  interest- 
ing and  distressful.  It  needed  not  the  aid  of 
eloquence  to  move  compassion.  The  simple 
liarration  of  the  cruelties  imposed,  and  the 
jpubishments  inflicted  for  only  trivial  faults,  in- 
stantly roused  the  feelings,  and  in  strong  appeal 
f»egat  a  hew  regret  that  Jiosts  of  huniah  crea- 
tures, for  the  mere  lucre  of  a  te^  of  their  fellow- 
teings,  differing  in  tlie  colour  of  their  skin, 
should  be  degraded  to  a ,  srtuaiion^  which  not 
only  deprives  them  of  the  cominaiid  of  their 
"pefsbni,  biil^  also,  robs  Ihem  of  all  the  powers 
6t  will.  .  •  ,     .     ,  ' 

'    Divested  of  every  right,  a  slave  has  ho  re- 
dress, not  even  against  the  bitterest  wrongs: 
however  oppressed,  however  injured,  he  has  no 
4 


|(90iEree4-mo  /njeanspjof  -wSfefil  Noi{iimir6g;tt]e 
power  of  changibi^'Ms  dlooory  ihe  lia»di6)hflnplr 
fintecllau^cEgii  orfJcmdlT';  rbiidDi^iXiDMwinld  to 
tnnnelr;tHe/l<«^  Joupi^  x)f/  Jife  oiiThopdeMrdifft- 

vibteiitu:  tj ';;♦.•  ;  ^'  :^'•].•^f  -'  '■-;  o:L*  Lrrr.   ,l>'buf.'P 

0(mMoh^\iLktit^^iuiU^<kof  f^ltihg  tWVqpvigiiBJii 
MoAstibii's)  fiedf >by.  ^rd{ieihi9:4)ip  iustrmt&es^m^ 
iby '  «bftf  ccBy  idoes;  'it^'pf  ddiics^^  4fi  *  the  xt  breasti:  Sf 
dnxer  apousfaimedfVtb  'tlia^  tWvsir  Indtek^  ^e^en 
the  slightest  glow  of  compassion.  The'lkdycl 
^soucudbove  aHoUetd  *to  Appear ».df  gooidin^tural 
dfSpOBOtioik;  ai£d  inoiodq^ifee  dispeeed  tzb^eneral 
ciuett)? ;  ^iutv  the/^aquinKfy^  i.of  ntfie :)  9^  tvhafe 
Mndked  nbeif  cadfannsLito  ;it5  U8^a^^&liilIe]lcfc 
ktpbn  tbedBefitt^  ' i  iBein^*  ooe  rqiorniiigi  ^i  [faer 
diooce/'fv'Mle)  iii^tmg!  linrcnatmersatiQ]^'  cwet  sahI- 
denly  heard  the  loud  cries  of  !a  negTOsjmwrtm^ 
imdW' the  iwhjpjvJSfry.  r---*Yek^MK»6d'M^ 
-oat^bseptiiffg^e  sfiuddW  atlusIsbridbr^:kQdi/j^wi 
^Hlri)d3evie  that  Iiwas  m  uiker^stxnfashment.tf) 
iiiiO  «h^r  ;jb:ekt  fai^wifierings  as^iMttef  ii}tm^Aer 
oneiit'/:  It  praved  tkLtt-^VpanishraditipKfcoQki- 
ed  from 'the  arfn'of  theM^'B'fausbasidvtt^iid.^feU 
odpon  bue  vf}  bet  owtiisbitwfeit  {^:j(yQu:  biAleige 
that  oi^ktaiEnib^  tkb,  T^tie'exclainie^  wiitK  a 
Abroad  $tnile,  ^^^  Aha^l  tt  "wi^Mda  Mniirgdodlia 
iitti^  rc^^ksome  tegfellatioQ  rivnlb  [cefreEik ^fim : 
.it  williober  faHn?;it^wlfl  opeii.:hi|  skiiv^t"^ 
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-'■'.■    ■    .,    •■  •..,  .  ;;■     ■   ;     ■■   •  ••       -•!  ''  - 
*     '    ' '   '-'  *'       '  ■'  i-  ''.  • .    3hi  J  fi ,.  J    I'^u  ; ,    h   .     '. 
..:..;  5tabroek,  May  a,  itpS. 

P REviOLS  to  giving  you  the  intelligence  which 
reaches  us  at  this  place^  it  were  fit  to  infonn 
you  that  the  island  of  Barbadoes  is  now  become, 
as  it  were,  the  London  of  the  West  Indies — the 
great  capital  to  which  we  anxiously  look  for 
events,  and  for  news.  Removed  to  a  still  farther 
distance  from  you,  and  without  any  direct 
communication,  we  seem  dependent  upon  this 
tub-metropolis;  and  we  acquire  the  tidings  of 
England,  of  Europe,  of  the  West  India  Islands^ 
and  of  the  main  body  of  our  army,  only  as  con-, 
veyed  to  us,  indirectly,  \\k  Barbadoes. 

Two  vessels  have  arrived  from  thence; 
by  which  we  learn  that  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  the  troops  did  not  sail  until  the  21st 
of  April,  being  six  days  after  the  time  we  left 
Baibadoes.  It  was  not  publicly  known  whether 
they  were  gone  against  Guadaloupe,  or  St. 
Lucie ;  but,  from  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
armament,  it  seems  now  to  be  the  current  opi* 
nion  that  Guadaloupe  is  not  to  be  attacked 
during  the  present  campaign. 

We  are  told  that  Admiral  Christian  arrived 
just  before  the  troops  departed  from  Barbadoes, 
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brino;ing  with  him  twenty-seven  sail  of  vessels, 
the  remnant  of  the  immense  fleet  with  which  he 
originally  sailed,  in  the  month  of  November! 

You  will  not  envy  our  walks  in  the  heigh- 
bourhood  of  Stabroek,  when  I  tell  you  that 
the  wet  season  is  completely  set  in,  and  that 
rrom  the  soil  being  of  pure  mud  and  clay, '  we 
cannot  move  a  step  from  the  door  without 
being  ancle-deep.  ,  Such  .  roads  were  scarcely 
ever  seen;  and,  not  .having  yet  an  opportunity 
i)f  purchasing  a  horse,  I  am  compelled  daily 
to  walk  mjd-leg  deep  in  moist  clay,  or  to  drag 
my  limbs  through  a  path  still  deeper  in  inuA 

Since  the  date  of  hiy  last  letter,  I  liave  been 

witness  to  a  gentleman  calling  up  one  of  his 

slaves,  into  the  breakfast-room,  and  giving  him 

.orders  to  go  with  three  others  into  the  fields^ 

the  hi^hway3,  or  the  woods,   and  cuj  grass,  to 

^eil  in  the  town,  charging  him  to  recollect  thiit 

,it  Was  at  the  pain  of  a  "  good  flogging*'  if  they 

^did  not  each  bring  him  home  four  bits  *  at  night ; 

adding,  by  way  of  encouragement,  that,  if  tliey 

C(9u,ld  gain  more,  they  might  keep  ttie  surplus 

,for  themselves.     They  went  out,  each  taking  a 

long  knife  and  a  string,  and  returned,  punctually, 

•4n*  tfte  evening  with  the  ^ixteeti  bits. 

V  tJ'nfdrtunately  I  am  n6w  enablfed  to  speak 
pf  the  punishment  of  a  slave,  which  was  far 

*  About  U.  S(L  Sterling. 
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more  severe  than  that  mentioned  in  my  la^t 
letter ;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  attended  with 
similar  marks  of  insensibility,  and  want  of 
feeling,  on  the  part  of  a  white  female.  Happen- 
ing to  call  one  morning  Upon  a  lady  at  Stabroek, 
in  company  with  several  Europeans  who  had 
been  my  felbw-pa&sengers  hither,  we  were 
scarcely  seated  before  we  heard  the  clang  of 
the  whip,  and  the  painful^  cries  of  an  unfor- 
tunate black.  The  lady  of  the  house,  more 
accustomed  to  scenes  of  slavery  than  ourselves, 
pointing  to  the  spot,  as  if  it  were  a  pleasant 
sight  for  strangers,  or  something  that  might 
divert  us,  asked,  with  apparent  glee,  if  we  saw 
them.  ^^ flogging  the  negre  r  Truly  we  saw  tht 
whole  too  clearly.  A  poor  unhappy  slave  was 
stretched  out  naked,  upon  the  open  street,  tied 
down,  with  his  face  to  the  ground,  before  the 
fisca]*s  door,  his  two  legs  extended  to  one  stake, 
his  arms  strained  out,  at  full,  length,  .to  two 
others  in  form  of  the  letter  y,  and,  thus  secured 
to  the  earth,  two  strong-armed  drivers  *,  placed 
at  his  sides,  were  cutting  his  bare  skin,  by  turns, 
with  Jong  heavy-lashed  whips,  which^  from  the 
sound,    alone,    without  seeing  the   blood  that 

*  SlftTe8  8<)  tensed  from  being  promoted  to  Ui0diftiagu|di« 
ed  office  of  following  their  comrades,  upon  tU  occnsioiis, 
with  n  whip  at  their  baclcs,  as  fm  EngliBh  carter  attends  his 

hertef. 
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followed,  conveyed  the  idea  of  tearing  away 
pieces  of  flesh  at  every  stroke. 

I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  b6  able  to  re- 
lieve you  from  this  painful  scene^  by  presenting 
to  you  one  of  a  very  opposite  nature— one  in 
which  every  feeling  of  yout  heart  will  warmly 
participate.  A  party  of  recelitly  arrived  Eurd* 
peans  went  to  dine  at  '^  Arcadia;"  the  planta-" 
tion  of  a  Mr.  Osbofn,  about  eight  miles  from 
"  Stabroek.  Five  slaves  were  sent,  with  a  hand* 
some  covered  boat,  to  conduct  as  thithen  We 
had  a  most  pleasant  sail,  about  six  miles  up  the 
river;  and,  then,  we  were  drawn  about  two 
miles  furtlier,  by  the  negroes  running  at  the  side 
of  the  canal,  leading  to  the  estate,  dinging  all 
the  way,  and  pulling,  in  merry  tune,  together. 
On  our  arrival  at  Mr.  Osborn's,  we  were  pre- 
sented with  wine,  fruits,  and  various  refresh- 
ments j  and,  afterwards,  were  amused,  till 
dinner-time,  in  viewing  the  cofiee  plantation, 
the  negro  yard,  and  the  different  premises.  At 
dinner  we  shared  all  the  good  things  of  the 
colony,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  were  conducte4 
across  the  canal  to  visit  the  estate,  and  happy 
home  of  Mr.  Dougan,  a  neighbour  whom  Mr. 
Osboro  had  invited  to  meet  us.  Here  we  found 
a  rich  sugar  plantation  bordered  with  coffee  and 
fruits. 

I    cannot  express,  how    much  we^  were 
interested  and  gratified  with  all  we  saw  at  this 
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^h^iful  abode  ^f  Mr.  Doq^u.  Tlicj  plantation 
is  laid  out  with  much  ^aste,  ^ud  hcving  everjz; 
advaBtagP.of  culture,  it  exhibits,,  ijv  Uigb  per- 
fectiou,  all  the  Uixumqce  of  an  opulqnt  trx)pipal 
estate.  I)  tility,  comfort,  aud  convenience^  af^ 
here  most  happily  combined.  A  piivajtec^nal 
lea^s  through  the  middle  of  the  grou^ids,  ^^ 
S|^rve8  for  pmament  and  pleasure,  as  well  as  fpr 
bringing  home  the  copious  •harvesjts  of  coSec 
zQ^  sugar. 

At  its  skies  are  smooth  walks  of  grass ;  ajo,^ 
JbetWieen  tfa^e  and  the  sugar-canes  ^re  borderf 
^U^t^  is'^ith  all  the  choice  tropical  fruits,  lenr 
^^i^g.  ^  pfomcpade  upon  the  water^.  or  it9 
I^AnJk?,  ipost  fragiiaxsLt  and  inviting,  and  offering 
^  the  f ye, and.  the  palate  all  the  variety  cf 
'QWig^K  ^UaddQcks,  forbidden  fruit,  citroi^ 
llmQS,  JieiQpOf^.  ^herriesy  custard-apple^  c^ew- 
^pplei^ .  avagat^p4^rs,  greo^jdilloes,  water-je- 
.])K>p$)  mangoes,  and  pines.  The  otbei:  walJos^ 
;which,tr4vei'se  the  plantation,  are  also  cool  ao^ 
hweet-smeUing  avenues  of  frqit-tyees. 

B^t  however  great  the  richne^  be^lf, 
lupd  fri^r^nce  pf  the  estate,  its  eanalS|;  ai^^  its 
,ftKlkA>  ptill  il  am  sensible  that  I  slpall  ^nore  firi^ljr 
"MQuro  y<Hir  Attachn^t  to  it^  by  mentiowng  ji>B 
1»'mp}fi,  ^Qt  itbat,  to  Uie  slaves^  it  a^ords  •  «  « ,  • 
a  happy  home ! 

»  _  I  \(jaoiV  9fit  wlifitber^.  *},gpD.;apy  pcfasion, 
ipact  niy  ^^rtur^  fr«m  Eqglaad^  ^  k^'^P^i^ffi' 


fiemQrd.iuch  b6axt-rdit4>ld^suj:e,  ascTm  witnessing 
the  !high  ide^ee.  of  comfwt  ind  biE(ppiaes&  en* 
joyed  by  the  slaves  of  "  Profit."  Mr.  Dgtig^u 
not  €tely'graiit3  thero  maoj?  litUe  indulgences^ 
and  istudteata  ni^etfaem  happy,,  hat  be  fpster^ 
them  With  aifi«hei:'s;cftrfe>  KvikiU^they,  sepaiWe 
of  Im'  tdnderfaeas , towards:  them,.,  ]poki  to  .their 
rerered  .master : as  .a. kind,  and  a^ipcti<^n^te  pfir 
iieiQt>  ajwl^i  with>uiidiv«dod-rT^un8aphi»ti<*tQd.at' 
tacfament^  cheerfully  xlevdte, .  td  him,  •tbeij:  Jar 
bear  and  their  IK  ei.. :  ...;., 

Not  aatis^^iWidi  bestowing  npoti,J)if 
negcoes.  ^lere  fbod  and  miment^,  Mc»  DougAft 
estahUshes  for  them  a. kind  of  right»\  He. Mr 
iwres  to.tl^m  certain. property, .icndcbVourd't* 
excite  leelinga  of. eanulatiouaniong  thenit,  ao4 
to  inspire  them,  with  a.  spiiit  of  neatness  and 
Older,.  notiCQomionly  khowiv.  ainong;  blacks; 
and  I  jejoice  ta;  add,  that  the  effects  of  bi^ 
fneiKilyr  attentions^ :  to wiu:dsr^t}iemr-^Q:atroi)igly 
vumiftsted  in  theit  pi^sqns^  their. dwelBngs,.. and 
lUeiT  ^neral..  demeanour;  Perhaps  itt  ^vrei^ 
not  too  much  to  say,  tliat  the  negro  yard,  at 
^^  Prp£t'V  foam  one*  ofi  the  happiest  tvillagoa 
Ddtbintdae^ideiciccleiof  thegiobel.  .  :  /^.  <u* 

Tbe  slaysfr  bf  Mir^  Dougan  are  hot  onlyified^ 
and  clothed;  lasditetiderly. watched: itt. stckneas^ 
W]tboiit;«B3p.pcc3Qn£Llthecight,  onopnomoi];  hot 
each  baa  bis  apporopriate  spot  of -groimdyand  iiis 
cottage,  in  which  he  feels  a  right  :as'saicMd\<aif if 


*    ^ 
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•ecured  to  him  by  all  the  seals  and  parcfameBts  of 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  £ngland|  and  his 
court 

Happy  and  contented,  the  slave  of  ^^  Profit" 
sees  all  his  wants  supplied ;  never  having  been 
in  a  state  of  freedom,  he  has  np  desire  for  it  : 
not  having  known  liberty,  he*  feels  not  the  pri- 
vation of  it ;  nor  is  it  within  the  powers  of  his 
mind  either  to  conceive  or  comprdiend  the 
^nse  we  attach  to  the  term.  Were  freedom 
offered  to  him  he  would  refuse  to  accept  it,  and 
would  only  view  it  as  a  state  fraught  with  certain 
difficulties  and  v^^tions,  but  offering  no  com- 
mensurate good  **  Who  gib  me  for  gnyhum 
Mauar  he  asks,  '' if  fit  Jrur  ''Whogibmt 
chthesT*  *'  fVhoiend  me  a  doctor  when  me  iickr 

With  industry  a  sli^ve  has  no  acquaintance ; 
nor  has  he  any  knowleftgcf  of  the  kind  of  com- 
ibrt  and  independence  which  derive  from  it* 
Ambition  has  not  taught  him  that,  in  freedom, 
he  might  escape  from  poverty ;  nor  has  he  any 
conception  that  by  improving^  his  intellect  ho 
might  become  of  higher  importance  in  die 
scale  of  humanity.  Thus  circumstanced^  to 
remove  him  from  the  quiet  and  contentment  of 
such  a  bondage  and  to  place  him  amidst  the 
tumults  and  vicissitudes  of  freedom,  were  but 
to  impose  upon  him  the  exchangpe  of  great  coov 
parative  happiness,  for  much  of  positive  diffi-^ 
culty  and  distress. 
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From  wbat  has  been  said  yoo  will  perceive 
that  it  IS  difficult  to  do  justice  to  the  merit  of 
Mr.  Dougan.  His  humane  and  liberal  conduct 
does  him  infinite  honor;  while  the  richness  of 
the  estate  and  the  happiness  of  the  slaves  loudly 
proclaim  his  attentive  concern. 

The  cottages  and  little  gardens  of  the  ne« 
groes  exhibited  a  degree  of  neatness,  and  plenty, . 
which  might  be  envied  by  free-bom  Britons, 
not  of  the  poorest  class.  The  huts  of  Ireland,. 
Scotland,  France,  Germany,  and  many,  eyea 
of  England  itself,  bear  no  comparison  with 
tbesQ.  In  Impulsive  delight  I  ran  into  several  of 
tliem,  surprising  the  slaves  with  an  unexpected 
visit.  They  mostly  ^nsist  of  a  comfortable 
sitting-room,  and  a  clean,  well-furnished  bed* 
chamber^  In  one  I  observed  a  high  bedstead^ 
according  to  the  present  European  fashion, 
with  deep  mattresses,  all  nicely  made  up,  and 
covered  with  a  clean  white  counterpane;  the 
bed-posts,  drawers,  and  chairs  bearing  the  po- 
lish of  well*rubbed  mahogany.  I  felt  a  de- 
sire to  pillow  my  head  in  this  hut  for  the  nigh^ 
it  not  having  fallen  to  my  lot,  sihce  I  left  Eng- 
land, to  repose  on  so  inviting  a  couch.  The 
value  of  the  whole  was  tenfold  augmented  by 
the  contented  slaves  being  able  to  say,  **  All  this 
we  feel  to  be  pur  own.*' 

Too  often  in  regarding  the  countenance  of 
a  slave,  it  may  be  observed  that 

VOL.  I.  A  A 
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<<  Dark  Melaneholy  sits,  and  round  ber  throwt 
A  death-fflce  liknce,  and  a  dread  repose  f* 

but  throughout  Mr.  Dougan's  happy  gang  the 
more  striking  features  are  those  of  mirth  and 
gke;  for,  here,  the  merry  dance  and  jovial 
song  prevail,  and  all  are  votaries  to  joy  and 
harmony. 

Before  the  doors  of  the  huts,  and  around 
these  peaceful  dwellings  were  seen  great  nuih- 
bers  of  pigs,  and  poultry,  which  the  slaves  arc 
allowed  to  raise  for  their  own  profit;  an4  froih  ^ 
the  stock,  thus  bred  in  the  negro  yard,  the 
master  usually  purchases '  the  provisions  of  his 
table,  paying  the  common  price  for  >yhich  they 
would  be  sold  at  the  market. 

Tlie  CQuduct  of  Mr.  Osborn  to  his  slaves^ 
'  and,  indeed,  of  many  others  I  might  mention, 
is  also  very  highly  commendable.  The  negroes 
at  Arcadia  have  much  cause  of  contentment; 
their  happiness  and  welfare  being  guarded  with 
a  parental  care.  Were  all  masters  kind  and 
.humane  as  Mr.  Dougan,  and  his  neighbour, 
the  peasants  of  Europe,  although  blessed  with 
freedom,  might  sigh,  in  vain,  for  the  happiness 

enjoyed  7  - by  slaves  I 

^  Owing  to  the  tide  being  out,  at  the  time 
we  returned,  there  was  not  suflicient  water  in 
the  canal  to  admit  of  our  going  down  in  die 
Iboat ;  we  were  compelled,  therefore,  to  walk 
nearly  two  miles  before  we  embarked.     During 
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this  walk,  we  were  almost  in  danger  of  being 
devoured  by  the  musquitoes,  which  attacked  us 
in  such  daring  hosts  that  we  were  obliged  to 
carry  small  boughs  jn.Qur  hands,  and  to  con* 
tinue,  the  whole  time,  beating  them  from  our 
legs  and  faces. 

The  fire-^fliea  were,  scarcely,  less  numerousr; 
JHit,  notwithstanding  the  annoyaace  we  suf-^ 
^red  by  their  flying  against  us,  they  inflicted 
no  pain.  They  neither  tormented  us  witfc 
bite^»^XM>r  stings;  but  in; such  myriads  did  tbey* 
jdart  jwd  play  about  us,  that  it  appeared  as  if 
we  were  walking  ib  an  atmosphere  filled  wilh 
laoving  stars.  Ojoe  piece  bf  ci^ee,  in  particular^ 
bad  its  whole  surflice  so  illnm'med  by  these 
insects^  ias  to  cony^  the.  idea  of  the  field  being 
orerifffead  with  fire.  .AfJter.  going  into  the 
'  bdaA,  aald  |)rooepding  towards  the  middle  of  the 
rivtr,  .both>fire-flie8  and'SMsquitoes  forsook  us; 
and  we  were  pleasantly  rowed  down  to  the  town 
by  £aur  of  Mr.  Osbom's  contented  slaves* 
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Letter  xu. 

Subrciek,  Mtj  8«  ^    . 

OekIibal  Whyte  and  part  of  the  detachment 
which  accompanied  him,  are  returned  to  Denul- 
rata,  leaving  the  9Sd  regiment,  in  garrisdn,  at 
Berbische;  that  colony  having  capitulated  upon  ^ 
the  same  terms  as  Demarara  and  Essequibo. 
The  commerce  is  to  be  directed  to  the  ports  of 
England;  in  return  for  which  she  offers  pro- 
tection and  defence.  All  that  concerns  the 
military  proceedings  is  to  rest  with  the  English; 
but,  in  whatever  regards  the  civil  administra- 
tion>  the  settlements  are  to  preserve  the  establish* 
ed  laws  and  form  of  goverhment,  until  Uie  end  of 
the  war ;  and  the  present  Dutch  governors  axe 
Hot  to  be  removed* 

Under  these  conditions  most  of  the  Dutch 
soldiers,  who  were  in  the  garrison,  have  consented 
to  enlist  into  our  service,  and  to  act  conjointly 
with  our  troops  in  defence  of  this  coast  We 
thus  acquire  the  aid  of  a  corps  well  seasoned  to 
the  country,  and  ready^  at  all  moments,  to  act 
in  concert  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  settle* 
ments. 

It  is  likewise  iatended  to  strengthen  the 
garrison  by  forming  a  corps  of  negroes  to  be 
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Called  *•  The  South  American  Rangers/*  This 
will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  our  force^  as  these 
men  are  Qot  subject  to  tbe  debilitating  effects 
of  climate,  but  are  active  in  the}  greatest  heat; 
and  are  capable  of  supporting  the  most  fa- 
tiguing duties  under  the  direct  iay«  of  a  ver* 
tical  sun* 

Surinam,  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  borders 
Berbische,  on  our  right,  and  a  little  further  up 
the  coast  is  the  French  colony  of  Cayenne. 
With  such  restless  neighbours  about  us,  we 
shall  require  to  be  watchful  and  alert  On  our  - 
left  we  approach  the  river  Oronoko,  and  what 
is  termed  the  Spanish  main :  and  not  &r  from 
the  coast  of  Essequibo  is  the  Spanish  inland 
of  Trinidad.  From  this  quarter  we  hope  to 
procure  beef:  from  the  other  we  expect  only 
Wows. 

A  communication  is  to  be  opened  directly 
with  the  Spaniards,  in  order  to  negotiate  for 
the  purchase  of  cattle  from  the  woods ;  which, 
we  are  told,  they  will  be  gtad  to  sell  at  six  or 
seven  dollars  per  head. 

We  are  now  very  much  in  want  of  fresh 
animal  provisions;  fbr,  since  the  time  of  our 
arrival,  I  have  only  been  able  to  procure  two 
or  three  ^mall  sheep,  fbr  the  use  of  the  hoipitaL 
But,  as  the  guardian  of  the  sick,  I  owe  much 
gratitude  to  the  gentlemen  of  tbe  colony,  for 
tome  liberal  presents  of  beef  and  mutton, 
A  h  Ji 
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which  their  hutpanity  ha^  induced  them  l^aen<} 
to  the  hospital  for  the  comfort  of  tl)e  suiferiiig 
soldiers.  ;  Two  neighbouring  gentlemen^  in  par- 
ticular, Mn  T.  Cuming^  and  Mr.  Waterton,  have 
the  prayers  of  the  sick,  and  the  best  acknow- 
ledgments of  their  attendants.  Occasionally 
they  have  sent  us  an  ox,  or  a  sheep ;  or  have 
shared^  with  the  sick,  the  best  provisions  of  their 
table. 

Fruits  are  given  to  us  from  vari<His  estates, 
not  only  by  gallons  and  bushels,  but  by  caj;it- 
loads  and  boat-loads^  at  a  time;  and,  by  these 
generous  aids,  we  have  been  able  to  improve  the 
comforts  of  the  sick,  beyopd  all  that  money 
«ttld  have  eflfiecteA 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  d»e  opportunity  of 
being  present  at  a  more  regular  sale^  or  market 
of  slaves  than  I  had  seen  before,  and  here  I 
witnessed  all  the  heart-rending  distress  attend- 
ant upon  such  a  scene.  I  saw  numbers  of  our 
fellow^beings  regularly  bartered  for  gold,  and 
transferred,  Ijke  cattlf,  or  any  commo^  mer- 
chandise, from  one  possessor  to  another.  It 
was  a  sight  which  European  ci^riosity  had  ren- 
dered me  desirous  to  behold,  alApugh  I  had  an- 
ticipated from  it  oply  a  painful  gratification. 
I  may  now  say --r* --/ Aa%^  Siren  iV/  ^md 
while  nature  animates  my  breast  wit)i  even  lihe 
feeblest  ^psak  of  humapaity^  I  can  never  forget 
it! 
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The  poor  Africans,  whp  were  to  be  sold, 
were  exposed,  naked,  in  a  large  empty  build- 
ing, like  an  open  barn.  Those,  who  came 
with  intention  to  purchase,  minutely  inspected 
tliem  i  handled  theni ;  made  them  jump,  and 
stamp  wit^  their  feet,  and  throw  out  their  arms 
and  their  legs ;  turned  them  about ;  looked  into 
their  mouths ;  and,  according  to  the  usual  rule? 
of  traffic  with  respect  to  cattle,  examined  them, 
and  made  them  show  themselves  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  to  try  if  they  were  sound  and  healthy.^ 
All  this  was  distressful  as  humiliating,  and 
tended  to  excite  strong  aversion  and  disgust: 
but  a  wound,  still  more  severe,  was  inflicted  ou 
the  feelings,  by  some  of  the  purchasers  select- 
ing only  such  as  their  judgment  led  them  to 
prefer,  regardless  of  the  bonds  of  nature!  The 
urgent  appeals  of  friendship  and  attachment 
w^re  unheeded ;  sighs  and  tears  made  no  im- 
pression; and  all  the  imploring  looks,  and  pe- 
netrating expressions  of  grief  were  unavailing. 
Hungry  commerce  corroded  even  the  golden 
chains  of  affection ;  and  sordid  interest  burst 
every  tie  of  the  heart  asunder.  The  husband 
was  taken  from  the  wife,  children  were  separated 
from  their  parents,  and  the  lover  was  torn  froni 
his  mistress :  the  companion  was  bought  away 

from  his  friend,  and  the  brother  not  suffered 

>  .  . .       • 

to  accompany  the  sister. 

In  one  part  of  the  building  was  seen  9  wife 
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cHngingjto  her  husband,  and  beseeching,  in  the 
strongest  eloquence  of  nature,  dot  to  be  left  be- 
hind him.  Here  was  a  sister  hanging  upon  the 
neck  of  her  brother,  and,  with  tears,  intreating 
to  be  led  to  the  same  home  of  captivity.  There 
stood  two  brothers,  enfolded  in  each  other's  arcns, 
mutually  bewailing  their  threatened  separation* 
In  other  parts  were  friends,  relatives,  and  com* 
panions,  praying  to  be  sold  to  the  same  master ; 
using  signs  to  signify  that  they  would  be  con- 
tent with  slavery,  might  they  but  toil  together. 

Silent  tears,  deep  sighs,  and  heavy  lament- 
ations proved  the  bitter  suffering  of  thene  poor 
blacks,  and  told  that  nature  was  ever  true  to 
bet  feelings.  Never  was  a  scene  more  distress<» 
ful.  Among  these  unhappy,  degraded  Africans 
scarcely  au  unclouded  countenance  could  b^ 
seen.  Every  feature  was  veiled  in  the  gloom  of 
woe ;  and  their  grief  was  poured  forth  in  all  the 
sadness  of  affliction. 

A  host  of  painful  ideas  rushed  into  my 
mind  at  the  moment ;  and  all  the  distorted 
images  of  this  abhorrent  traffic  presented  them- 
selves to  my  recollection.  The  many  horrors 
and  cruelties,  which  I  had  so  often  heard  of, 
appeared  in  their  worst  shapes  before  me;  and 
my  imagination  was  acutely  alive  to  the  unme- 
rited punishment  sometimes  inflicted,  the  incesr 
sant  labour  exacted,  the  want  of  freedom,  and 
all  the  catalogue  of  hardships  endured  by  slaveSi* 


I  endeavoured  to  combat  the  effect  of  t)^e  im* 
pressions  by  directing  my  mind  to  opposite 
images.  The  kind  treatment  of  negroes  under 
humane  masters  occurred  to  me;  I  recollected 
the  comfort. and  harmony  of  the  slaves  I  had 
lately  seen  at  **  Profit.^  I  contemplated  their 
exemption  from  care,  and  the  many  anxieties  of 
the  world ;  and  I  remembered  the  happiness  and 
contentment  expressed  in  their  songs  and  merry 
dances:  but  all  in  vain!  The  repugnant  ip* 
fluence  would  not  tlius  be  cheated.  With  sudi 
distress  before  my  eyes,  all  palliatives  were  tin* 
availing.  The  whole  was  wrong,  and  not  to  hi 
justified.  I  felt  that  I  execrated  every  principle 
of  the  traffic.  Nature  revolted  at  it;  and  f 
Condemned  the  whole  system  of  slavery  under 
M  its  forms  and  modifications. 

When  purchased,  the  slaves  were  marked 
by  plaping  a,  bit  of  string,  or  of  red  or  white 
tape  round  their  arms  or  necks.  One  gentle* 
man,  who  bought  a  considerable  number  of 
them,  was  proceeding'  to  distinguish  thote  he 
had  selected,  by  tying  a  piece  of  red  tape  round 
the  neck ;  when  I  observed  two  negroes,  who 
were  standing  together  entwined  in  each  other's 
arihs,  watch  him  with  great  anxiety.  Presently 
be  approached  them,  and,  after  making  his  exa- 
mination, affixed  the  mark  only  to  one  of  them. 
The  other,  with  a  look  of  unerring  expression, 
^nd  with  an  impulse  of  marked  disappointment^ 
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cast  bis  ayes  up.  to  the  purchaser,  seeming  to  say 

"  And  will  you  not hav?  me,  too?"  then 

jumped,  and  danced,  and  stamped  wit^  his  feet, 
and  made  other  signs  to  denote  that  he,  als^^ 
was  sound  and  strong,  and  worthy  his  choice. 
He  was,  nevertheless,  passed  by  unr^arded ; 
upon  which  he  turned  to  his  companion,  his. 
friend,  brother,  whichever  he  was,  took  hin^ 
to  his  bosom,  hung  i^n  him,  and,  in  sorrowful 
countenance,  expressed  the  stronge^^t  marks  of 
affliction.  The  feeling  was  mut^l :  it  arose 
from  reciprocal  affectjon  :  his  friend  partiqi^ 
pated  in  his  grief,  and  they  both  wfpt  bitterly. 
Sooi^  afterwards,  on  looking  roufid  to  complete 
'bis  purchase,  the  planter,  again,  passed  that^ 
way,  and  not  finding  any  one  that,  better  suited 
his  purpose,  he  hung  the  token  of  choicp  roupd 
the  neck  of  the  negro  whom  he  had  befpre  dis- 
ngardad.  All  the  powers  of  art  could  not  have 
jsffected  the  change  that  followed  More  genuine 
joy  was  never.  pxpressecL  His  eye  became  enlir 
vened :  grief  and  sadness  vanished,  a^id  flying 
mtm  the  ^tmB  of  his  friend,  he.caressed  him  with 
rapture,  then  skipped^  and  jumped,  and  danced 
about,  exhibiting  all  the  purest  signs  of  mirth 
and  gratification.  His  companion  was  not  less 
delightedf  and  a  more  pure  and  native  sympathy 
fraa  Jiever  exhibited,  Happy  in  beipg  re- 
associat«d»    they  now  retired,  apart  from  the 


crow^  and  sat  down,  in  quiet  conteatioen^ 
b^ggi^  .w<l  kissing  the  red  sig^fil  of  bondage 
like  twQ  attached  and  affectionate  brotbers-^sa^ 
tisfied  to>  toil  out  their  days,  for  an  unknown 
master,  so  .they  might  but  travel  their  Jouiiu^ 
of  slavery  together. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  ch^ncesd 
to  be  present  when  another  gpntleipai^  c^nie  t9 
purchase  some,  of  the  slaves^  who  wer^  not  3pl4 
in  the  morning.  Aft^r  looking  through  the  lo^ 
l^  remarked  that  he  did  not  see  any  who  venp 
of  pleasant  ^aspect;  and  godpg  on^to  n^k0 
further  objectio^^,  respe^ipg  t^iew  .ajppearanjqj^ 
he  was  interrupted  by  the  vendor^  who  obscf  vi^ 
that,  at  that  moment,  they  wer^  se^  to  great 
disadvantage,  as  th^y  locked  worse^  ^^Jr0m  hao^ 
ing  lost  their  Jriends  and  associates  in  Jbcfmr^r 
ing.''  Ay,  truly,  I  could  havp  replied->-a  yeigr 
powerful  re^uM)n  why  they  ^r^  unfit  fqr  aile 
this  afternoon!  If  to  bje  ,of  sjoaili^g  visage 
were  necessjiry  to  their  being  sold,  it  were  po* 
litic  not  to  expose  them  for  loi^  to  come*  ^tlll* 
some  were  selected,  arid  the  mark  ipf  purchase 
being  m^de,  the  distressful  sceqeof  thejoiopiiiig 
wasy  in  a  degree,  repeated 

Only  a  few  of  the  most  iU-lookipg  now  i^ 
maimedy  who  were  meager,  and  of  rough  skin  ;^ 
not  thoroughly  black,  but  of  ^ .  yellowish^  jor 
dirty  brown  colour;  of  hungryi  ifnhe^thy  as- 
|>ect^  Jeehle,  of  hideoos  cavnt^nance,  upd,  in 
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giQDeral  appeanince,  scarcely  human.  These  re* 
mained  to  a  future  day,  and  would,  probably,  be 
sold,  not  to  the  planters^  but  to  the  boat-women, 
tailors,  hucksters,  or  some  of  the  inferior  me* 
thanics,  or  shopkeepers  of  the  town,  at  a  price 
somewhat  lower  than  that  demaqded  ibr'th^ 
snore  robust,  and  well-looking;  and,  aUs !  though 
least  able  to  bear  fatigue,  these  feeble  beings 
urould  be  subjected  to  a  far  more  heavy  slavery 
than  those  of  stronger  frame;  for  it  ts,  com- 
monly, seen  that  the  labour  exacted  by  the 
poorer  orders  of  people,  from  their  few  and 
weakly  slaves,  is  more  severe  than  that  required 
'by  die  opulent'  planter  from  his  r^gular^  and 
better-appointed  gang. 

We  find  it  extremely  difficultto  procure  a 
tufflcient  number  of  workmen  and  labourers,  in 
diis  colony,  for  the  services  required.  Although 
the  wages  are  extravagantly  high,  an  extraor* 
dinary  number  of  hands,  for  any  emergency, 
cannot  be  obtained,  without  having  recourse 
to  a  system  of  coercion. 

A  few  days  since  a  soldier  was  admitted 
into  the  hospital  with  the  dii^fnl  malady  of  the 
country,  called  "  yellow  fever."*  The  disease 
had  made  great  progress  before  he  was  brought 
to  us,  and  he  died  on  the  sixth  day  after  his  ad- 
mission. The  body  was  examined,  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  the  changes  produced  by  the  disease, 
but  the  appearances  were  not  precisely  such,  as 


Arom  conversing  with  the  colonial  practitioners^ 
and  reading  k  variety  of  authors,  we  had  beea 
led  to  expect  The  stomach  was  found  to  be 
the  orgati  which  exhibited  the  strongest  nmrks 
of  derangement.  The  inner  coat  waa  sur- 
charged with  blood,  appearing  very  red,  and  at 
one  spot  near  the  upper  orifice  it  was  of  a  livid 
hue,  and  ite  texture  so  weakened,  that  the  finger 
was  passed  through  it,  by  only  a  slight  degree 
^f  pressure. 

The  name  commonly  given  to  this  disorder 
seems  .to  be  highly  inaccurate.  Our  patient, 
although  several  days  ill,  had  no  yellowness  of 
the  skin,  until  a  few  hours  before  he  died.  If, 
therefore,  his  dissolution  had  occurred  only  a 
short  time  sooner ;  or  if  be  had  recovered  pre* 
vious  to  the  period  when  this  change  of  colour 
took  place,  we  could  not,  with  any  correctness^ 
have  called  the  fever  he  had  suffered  a  yellow 
fever,  although  he  had  undergone  all  the  cha* 
racteristic  symptoms  of  the  disease  so  termed, 
except  the  casual  one  from  which  it  has  been 
improperly  named.  Moreover,  affixing  to  a 
disease  a  name  derived  from  a  symptom,  and 
particularly  a  symptom  which  is  not  always  pre- 
sent, is  calculated  to  deceive,  and  may  be  of 
dangerous  tendency,  by  rendering  the  practi- 
tioner unsuspicious  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
disorder,  until  it  be  too  late  to  arrest  its  destruc*' 
tive  progress. . 
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Demarara,  Ma^  i^ 

ScfCE  I  lusjt  addressed  you  I  have  expefiencj^ 
a  sad  disappointment,  in  havu^  to  make. my 
ccmg6  to  the  general^  on  his  return  to  tbfi 
islands.  After  all  my  expectations  of  being 
soon  at  St  Domingo,  I  am  left  behiiid  with  ii^- 
•tmctions  to  continue  in  the  direction  of  the 
nedicaWepartment  of  these  colcmies>  until  our 
detachment  shall  he  relieved  from  the  staff  of 
.the  Charihbee  Islands. 

Ini^tead  of  my  being  permitted,  to  proceed 
to  head  quarters,4t  is  foiua^  recjpiisite  that  the 
branch  of  the  hospital  staffs  secving  her^ 
should  be  augmented.  I  have  made  out  a  i^- 
turn  of  the  medical  establishment,  which  seen^s 
.necessary  for  these  coloniea,  aad  still  hope  thi^t 
we  may  soon  be  relieved,  and  allowed  ta  proceed 
to  our  original  destinatbn. 

In  consequence  of  the  sipk-Iist  bfipomi)^ 
numerous^  we  are  compelled  tp  lemplc^  the  .me- 
dical officers  of  the  regiihents  in  the  dirties  of 
the  general  hospital. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  remaikii^g  to  ycm, 
that  General  Whyte  has  been  partieuliurly  at- 
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tcntive  to  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  and  tlie  ac- 
commodation of  the  hospital  department.  la 
every  thing  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  suf- 
fering soldiers,  we  have  always  been  happy 
enough  to  meet  with  his  full  and  ready  ac- 
quiescence. It  has  only  been  necessary  to  point 
out  Ivhat  wfts  required,  and  every  attention  was 
iitamediately  given  to  the  representation.  You 
'i^ill  believe  that  this  has  been  highly  gratifying 
to  me,  and  the  more  so,  when  I  add  that  the 
ipeasures  proposed  have  not  been  indifferently 
acceded  to,  but  exainined  with  a  degree  of  at- 
tentive consideration,  not  less  honorable  to  the 
general  than  satisfactory  to  myself. 

It  is  also  with  much  pleasure  that  I  am  en^ 
abled  to  add  that  Colonel  Hislop,  who  succeeds 
to  the  command,  is  a  man  of  great  humanity 
and  benevolence,  and  that  we  have  every  prt)- 
spect  of  finding  him  desirous  to  follow  a 
good  example  in  promoting  the  comfort  and 
welt-being  of  those  who  are  in  sicknesf. 

Before  he  left  us,  General  Whyte  gave 
orders  that  a  large  cotton  logis  at  La  Bourgade 
should  be  fitted  up  as  an  hospital,  and  that  a 
house  hear  to  it  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  medical  officers.  Tlius  have  we  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  the  sick,  and  tlie  >^hole  of 
the  department,  very  conveniently  J^ccomnio- 
dated;  the.  patients  being  lodged  in  k  spacious 
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and  well*aired  building;  and  their  attendants 
having  commodious  quarters  immediately  near 
to  them,  with  proper  offices,  and  what  is  of  con- 
sequence in  this  climate,  a  large  cistern  for  fresh 
water  adjoining. 

•Here  we  are  stationed,  as  a  distinct  de- 
partment, quiet,  and  secluded,  free  from  the 
noise  and  hurry  both  of  the  town  and  the  fort, 
and  nearly  equidistant  from  the  on6  and  the 
other.  The  public  road,  from  the  fort  to  the 
town,  passes  close  by  the  gates;  and  within  less 
than  a  hundred  yards  from  the  road  is  tlie  sea, 
or  rather  the  opening  of  the  river,  so  that  the 
sick  are  readily,  brought  to  us  on  either  side, 
}}y  land,  or  by.  w^er.  Perhaps  a];iother  situa- 
tion, equally  commodious  for  the  purposes  of  the 
medical  department,  could  not  have  been  found 
in  the  colony- 

I  have  already  changed  my  quarters  from 
Stabroek  to  our  new  home  at  La  Bouigadef 
but  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  I  shall  long 
remain  stationary,  for  I  have  received  instruc- 
tions to  proceed  to  the  colony  of  Berbische,  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  hospitals  there,  as 
soon  aa  I  shall  have  brought  these  at  La  Bour- 
gade  into  a  proper  establishment. 

I  now  suffer  considerably  from  the  *'  jprickly 
heat,"  but  this  would  be  very  supportable  were 
it  not  for  the  still  greater   torment^  of   mus- 


:  qui  toes,  ants,  centipedes,  jack-spaniards  ^,  and 
the  ttiultitudes  of  6tber  insects  biting,  buzzing 
about  our  ears,  crawling  upon  every  thing  we 
'touch,  and  as  it  were  filling  and  vivifying  die 
whole  atmosphere  around  U9. 

As  I  am  to  note  all  occurrences,  I  must 
not  omit  the  following, .  although  it  may 
seem  to  border  upon  the  incredible.  A  few 
days  ago  I  was  applied  to  by  the  wife  of  a  cqlo- 
nist  to  request  that  I  would  make  some  complaint 
to  her  husband,  against  the  slaves  of  the  house, 
very  humanely  urging  as  a  reason  for  imposing 
upon  me  so  grateful  a  task,  that  she  wished 
\^"  to  get  them  a  good  flogging  /"  I  trust  that 
neither  you,  nor  any  of  our  fair  friends,  on  the 
European  shore  of  the  Atlantic,  will  condemn 
my  want  of  gallantry  in  resisting  the  solicita- 
tion. It  was  not  even  contended  that  any  spe- 
cific fault  had  been  committed  to  justify  the 
punishment,  but  this  was  to  be  invented^  and 
merely  because  some  idle  whim,  some  fit  of 
caprice,  or  ill  humour  had  led  the  mistress  of 
these  poor  slaves  to  wish  them  *'  a  good  fljog-- 
gingr 

You  have  probably  read  that  in  the  woods 
of  these  colonies  there  are  numbers^  of  men 
called  "  Bush-negroes."  These  are  mostly  run* 
away  slai^es  who  have  revolted  from  thefir  mas- 

*  A  larg«  species  of  Wftsp. 
VOL.  I.  B  B. 
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ters,  .«and  having  collected  together  in  the 
forest^  have  there  formed  themselves  into  bodies^ 
under  certain  captains  cf  leaders;  and  have 
established  various  habitations  and  encamp*^ 
ments  in  the  thickest  parts  of  what  is  termed 
**  the  Bush  f  where  they  now  live  in  all  the 
bad  habits  of  savage  nature;  and  are  become 
mere  hordes  of  brigands  or  marauders^ 

They  are  negroes  of  the  worst  descripr 
tion,  cruel,  blood-thirsty  and  revengeful :  men 
whose  crimes  in  European,  and  all  welt^rdered 
states,  would  have  been  punished  with  deaths 
Many  have  murdered  white  inhabttaiiU^  mas-* 
sacred  their  masters,  or  revolted  in  combina- 
tion, plotting  the  destruction  of  the  planteis,  in 
order  t6  take  the  colony  into  their  own  posses* 
sion;  but  being  frustrated  in.  their  designs^ 
have  saved  themselves  from  punishment,  by 
flying  into  the  hidden  recesses  of  the  forest; 
from  whence  they  issue  only  to  ravage  and 
plunder. 

They  had  subjected  themselves,  to  a  sort  of 
regular  discipline  under  their  captains  and  lieu- 
tenants, and  the  lower  orders  of  them  (for 
there  are  distinctions  even  among  runaway 
slaves)  were  compelled  to  toil  in  the  nighty 
by  going  out  of  the  woods,  in.  parties^  to- 
steal  plantains  and  oUier  provisions  from  the 
estates ;  but  the  labour  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed, by  thii  night  duty,  was  so  much  more 


Btvere  than  that  recfuired  of  them,  in  tHeir^m- 
nton  roimdi  as^kves^  upon  the  planliations,  Chat^ 
soiBe  of  them  have  been  knos^n  to  de^rt  back 
from  the  woods,  and  return  to  a  state  of  slavery, 
after  haring  fled  ftom  theit  masters  ta  live 
in  idleness,  as  they  bad  expected,  with^  their 
brethren  in  "  the  Biish.'' 

Iwish  I  eottld  repeat  to  you,  as  eloqueilrtly 
as  I  heard  it  related,  the  very  interesting'  detail 
of  an  expedition  sent  into  the  woods  against 
these  Bush-negroes,  last  .year,  under  the  coni-' 
mand  of  Major  WPQtah,  and- Captain  Dougan. 
Many  persons  hbd  been  robbed,  and*  had  their 
property  otherwise  injured  by  their,  predatory* 
ei'curstoitii;  indeed  th*  iJrhole  cbl(>ny  was  dis- 
turbed^ a«d,  from  the  intreasmg  number  of 
these  sanguinary  hordes^  was  threatenfed  with 
eventuafl  destruction.  It  was  resolved  therefore 
that  a>  body  of  troops^  should  be  sent  into  the 
woods'  td  search  for  tlieir  places  of  resort,  and 
tl^  endeavour  to  subdue  or  exterminate  them.  A 
pUfty  of  thier  Ihitch  soldiers  of  the  garrison 
\^as,  acc6tdrngly,  equipped  for  this  duty ;  and 
matched  in  dud  mititiary  order  into  the  forest. 

But  this  Was  not  the  species  of  force  Cat-' 
cnlated  for  such  an  enterprise:  from'  nttt> 
having  observed  all  the  minute  precaution*  re- 
<^ire<^  in  thianew  and  hazardous"  warftu^e,  they 
wereatirjprised  and 'defeated  by  theblacks^;  and 
very  hw  of  die  soldiers  esoaped,  most  of  then* 
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being  killodi  and  their  sc^lpSi  or,  bodies^  fixed 
against  tbe  trees,  to  serve  as  examples  of  what 
others  were  to  expect  wbo  should  venture  on  a : 
similar  service  *. 

The  government  and  the  colonists  havbg 
discovered,  from  fatal  experience,  that  the 
Bush-negroes  were  more  formidable  than  had 
been  imagined ;  and  finding  that  regular  Euro- 
pean troops  were  not  the  best  fitted  for  tbi& 
kind  of  duty,  raised  a  corps  of  blacks  from 
among  the  most  faitliful  of  the  slaves ;  and  also, 
engaged  in  their  interest  a  party  of  Indians 
from  the  -woods,  who,  happily  for  the  planters,, 
bold  the  Bush-negroes  in  great  abborrence. 

Well  provided  and  equipped,  this  siecond 
expedition,  commanded  as  above^m.<^ntioned, 
separated  into  two  parties,  and  boldly  advanced 
into  the  forest  to  form  a  combined  attack.) 
Upon  their  march  they  passed  the  dead  bodies 
of  the  Dutch  soldiers,  tied  to  the  trees  at  the 
sides  of  a  narrow  path.  Not  deterred  by  this 
horrid  scene,  they  proceeded  onward,  having 
the  sagacious  Indians  on  their  flanka;  by  whose 
acuteness  and  penetration  they  discovered  the 
various  situations,  where  the  difierent  com- 
panies of  the  brigandi  had  taken  up  their  resi* 

*  Upon  this  oecasion  one  of  the  officers  was  carried  out 
of  the  wood  by  a  faithful  sieve,  who,  afterwards,  refused  to^ 
accept  his  freedom  as  a  reward ;  and  only  begged  to  h^re  w 
silver  medal  to  wear  on  days  of  fe^tivaL 
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i3ence,  ancl,  by  ivell-cbncerted  attacks/ deffeated 
and  routed  them  wheresoever  thet  met  them. 
As  an  encouragement  to  th^  able  and  new-raised 
troops,  a  premium  was  offered  for  every  right 
hand  of  a  Bush-negro  that  should  be  brought  in; 
and,  when  they  returned  from  the  woods, 
they  appeared  with  seventy  black  arms  dbplay- 
cd  upon  the]pbiAttS'6f  their  biaybnets,'  causing  a 
very  singular  and  shocking  spectacle  to  the 
beholders.  Three  hundred  guilders  each  had 
been  fixed  as  ttie  price, '  but  it  was  foiind  neces- 
sary to  reduce- the  premium,  lest  the  slaves 
should  Jeill  their  prisoners,  or  even  destroy  each 
otiier  to  obtain  it. 

t  The  exertion  and  fatigue  required  in  such 
a  movement  cannot  well  be  conceived  by 
those  who  are  accustomed  only  to  regular  and 
systematic  warfare :  nor  is  it  probable  that  such 
a  service  could  have  been  supported  in  this 
climate  by  European  soldiers.  Iii  addition  to 
all  the  difficulties  of  making  their  way  through 
the  unknown  and  almost  impenetrable  woods, 
they  knew  not  where  to  find  the  enemy's  posts ; 
and  were,  at  every  minute, :  liable  to  be  fallen 
tipon  by  surprise. 

At  first  entfe'ririg  the  Biish,  the  march  was 
continued  for  a  great  distance,  nearly  knee- 
deep  in  water:  when  further  advanced,  the 
troops  had  to  scramble  through  the  thickets, 
<or  follow  each  ether,  by  a  confined  patb,  in 
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city  of  the  Indians,  who  soon  discovered  that  to 
attempt  to  pass  at  any  other  part,  was  to  be  em* 
paled  alive. 

'  It  was  found  that  the  brigands  had  eight 
of  these  encampments,  or  points  of  rendezvous 
in  the  woods,  one  of  which  is  supposed  still  to 
remain  undiscovered.  After  much  fatigue  in 
endeavouring  to  find  it,  the  search  was  relin- 
quished^  in  the  idea  that  some  of  the  prisoners, 
either  by  indulgence  or  torture,  would  be  in- 
duced to  make  it  known :  but  this  expectation 
has  only  led  to  disappointment  All  the  means 
used  have  failed,  and  the  prisoners,  faithful  to 
their  cause,  have  suffered  torture  and  death 
without  betraying  their  forest-associates. 

The  cruel  severities  inflicted  upon  diese 
miserable  blacks  have  been  such  as  you  will, 
scarcely  believe  could  have  been  practised  by 
any  well-ordered  government :  for,  however 
strongly  punishment  was  merited,  the  refine- 
ment of  torture,  with  which  it  was  employed, 
ought  never  to  have  been  tolerated  in  any  state 
professing  to  be  civilized.  Humanity  shudders 
at  the  bare  recital  of  it. 

Most  of  the  ringleaders  were  taken,  and 
brought  to  Stabroek,  where  they  were  after* 
Wards  tried  and  executed,  the  majority  of , them 
suffermg  with  a  degree  of  fortitude  and  heroism 
worthy  a  bet^r  cause.  One  in  particular, 
named  Amsterdam,  supported  the  extremd  of 
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punishment  with  a  firmness  truly  astoAishing. 
He  was  subjected  to  the  most  shocking  torture, " 
in  the  hope  of  compelling  him  to  give  informa- 
tion regarding  the  remaining  encampment — but 
in  vain !  He  despised  the  severest  suffering,  and 
nothing  could  induce  him  to  betray  his  late 
companions,  or  to  make  known  their  yet  undis- 
covered retreat 

He  was  sientcnced  to  be  burnt  alive,  first 
having  his  flesh  torn  from  his  limbs  wjth  red- 
hot  pincers ;  and  in  order  to  render  his  punish- 
ment still  more  terrible,  he  was  compelled  to 
sit  by,  and  see  thirteen  others  broken  upon  the 
wheel  and  hung ;  and  then,  in  being  conducted 
to  execution,  was  made  to  walk  Over  the  thirteen 
dead  bodies  of  his  comrades.  Being  fastened 
to  an  iron  stake,  surrounded  with  the  con* 
Buming  pile,'  which  was  about  to  be  illumined, 
he  regarded  the  by-standers  with  all  the  com- 
placency of  heroic  fortitude,  -and exhibiting  the 
most  unyielding  courage,  resolved  that  all  the 
torture  ingenuity  or  cruelty  might  invent 
should  not  extort  from  him  a  single  groan ;  or 
a  $yllable  that  could  in  any  way  impeach,  hil 
friends. 

With  the  .first  pair  of  pincers,  the  execu- 
tioner tore  the  flesh  from  one  of  his  arms.  The 
sudden  infliction  of  pain  caused  him  to  recede, 
m  a  slight  degree,  from  the  irons;  and  he  drew 
in  his  breath,  as  if  to  form  it  into  a  sigh,  but  he 
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instaiitly  recovered  himself — ^liis  countenance  in- 
dicated self-reproach,  and  be  manifestly  took 
shame  for  having  betrayed  even  the  slightest 
sense  of  jsufFering ;  then,  resuming  more,  if  pos- 
sible,^  than  his  former  composure,  he  patiently 
waited  the  approach  of  the  next  irons,  and,  oa 
these  being  brought  towards  him,  he  steadfastly 
cast  his  eye  upon  them,  inclined  a  little  forward^ 
and  with  an  unshaken  firmness  of  countenance^ 
deliberately  met  their  burning  grasp!  From 
that  moment  he  showed  himself  capable  pf 
despising  the  severest  pain.  Noj^  a  feature  wat 
afterwards  disturbed,  and  he  preserved  a  degree 
of  tranquillity  implying  absolute  contempt  of 
torture  and  of  death* 

Finally,  -when  the  destructive  pile  was  ^ 
in  flames,  his  body  spun  round  the  iron  stake^ 
with  the  mouth  open,  until  his  head  fell  back^ 
and  life  was  extinguished*  I  am  told,  by  a 
gentleman  who  had  the  melancholy  task  to  at* 
tend  the  execution,  that  the  most  horrid  stench 
continued  for  many  hours,  to  issue  from  the 
roasting  body,  and  was  extremely  offensive 
throughout  the  town,  penetrating  so  strongly 
into  the  houses  to  leeward,  as  to  make  many 
persons  sick,  and  prevent  thrai  frofti  taking 
food  during  the  remainder  of  the  day*. 

Another  of  the  chiefs,  or  captains,  vUo 
was  taken,  is  still  in  confinement  at  the  fort, 
under  sentence  of  death.    His  execution,  has 


been  delayed  in  the  hope  of  learning,  from 
him, ,  the  situation  of  the  yet  remaining  encamp- 
ment; but,  hitherto,  to  no  purpose;  and  from 
his  present  conduct,  it  may  be  expected  that  he 
will  die  as  firm  and  dauntless  as  his  comrade 
Amsterdam. 
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La  Bonrg^de,  Maj  21. 

I  HAVE  already  informed  you  that  the  barrack 
allotted  to  the  medical  officers  is  a  very  commo- 
dious house^  situated  near  to  the  hospital;  but  I 
gav€  no  account  of  the  furniture;  nor  did  I 
describe  what  we  here  esteem  a  comfortable 
,  dwelling.  Let  me,  therefore,  tell  you  that 
our.  mansion  is  built  wholly  of  wood,  and  is 
of  the  simplest  construction.  Being  set.  upon 
low  pillars,  it  is  so  raised  from  the  ground  as  to 
leave  sufficient  space  for  dogs  and  small  pigs  to 
pass  under  it.  Cbimnies  and  fire-places  are  not 
required.  The  windows  are  mere  holes  in  the 
sides,  and  are  neither  closed  with  plate  glass, 
nor  well-fitted  sashes^  but  hung  with  heavy 
shutters  on  the  outside,  to  protect  us  in  time  of 
rain.  No  fine  stucco  covers  the  walls,  nor  are 
the  rooms  hung  with  rich  paper  or  tapestry.  No 
painted  cloth,  or  soft  carpet  spreads  the  floor, 
nor  do  any  rich  cornices,  or  figured  compositions 
decorate  the  ceiling.  Above,  below,  and  at  the 
sides,  all  is  plain  wood :  the  walls,  the  ceilings, 
and  the  floors  are  alike  of  naked  boards ;  many 
of  them  so  loosely  joined  together  as  to  allow 
free  admission  to  air  and  light.     Sitting  in  the 


parlour,  we  see  through  the  openings  into  the 
bed-room  above ;  and  to  the  pigs  routing  below. 
The  roof  is  also  of  wood,  and .  open  to  the  bed- 
chambers, which  are  hung  only  with  the  well- 
spun  tapestry  of  industrious  spiders.  An  old> 
bench,  or  form,  with  three  or  four  chairs  of 
rough  wood,  and  a  coarse  deal  board,  ^aid  upon  a 
pair  of  cross  legs  by  way  of  a  table,  complete 
the  furniture. . 

Thus  accommodated,  you  will  be  amused 
to  hear  that  we  have  had  company  to  visit  us 
at  our  dinner  table :  a  part^  from  one  of  his  ma-* 
jesty's  ships  of  war,  who  were  led,  by  curiosity, 
to  see  how  the  "  soldkr-officer^''  were  accommo- 
dated on  shore.  They  did  not  express  themselves 
violently  envious  of  our  comforts;  but  were  much 
diverted  in  fofming  conjectures  as  to  what  might 
have  been  the  remarks  of  some  of  our  foppish 
friends  in  London,  could  they  have  glanced  an 
eye  upon  our  humble  banquet,  and  the  general 
order  of  our  manege.  A  piece  of  hard  salt  beef 
.graced  one  end  of  the  table,  a  heavy  lump  of  salt 
pork  the  other,  and  salt-meat  soup  supplied  the 
place,  of  the  rich  plateau  in  the  middle.  Such 
is  our  daily  repast,  and  such  was  our  feast;  for 
we  gave  to  our  visitors  the  most  sumptuous  fare 
of  the  larder.  Fresh  animal  provisions  are  dain* 
ties  we  can  seldom  procure,  and  if  it  were 
not  for  the  daily  allowance  dealt  out  to  us  by 
govemtnent,  we  should  be  confined  to  a  diet  of 
yams  and  plantains,  like  the  slaves.     During  the 
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passage  from  England,  and  while  we  w*re  lyings 
at  Barbadoes,  we  disregarded  our  salt  allows 
ance;  nor  did  we,  till  now,  duly  estimate  the^ 
value  of  a  ^vernnkeut  ration  ;  but  it  is  herebe^ 
come  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  forms,  td 
VLB,  aa  well  as  to  the  soldiers,  the  principal  supply. 

We  often  despatch  negroes  to  the  distant 
plantations  upon  the  coast,  or  the  borders  of  the 
river,  in  search  of  fowls,  ducks,  roasting  pigs, 
or  any  other  fresh  provisions ;  but  they  so  com- 
monly return  empty«handed,  that  we  have  been 
led  to  suspect,  them  of  idleness  or  neglect,  and 
have  been  induced  to  make  the  experiment  our- 
selves, by  going  in  a  boat  to  different  estates  up 
the  river,  with  a  view  of  purchasing  poultry  or 
other  stock.  But  we  have  been  equally  unsuc- 
cessfiil;  sometimes  failing  altogether,  and  at 
others  procuring  only  a  single  chicken,  or  a 
sucking  pig  to  serve  a  mess  of  six  persons  for 
the  week.  It  bappased  once  that  we  met  with 
^  whole  littei*  of  young  roasters  to  the  tmm- 
bfer  of  six,  when  we  thought  ourselves  in  high 
good  fortune;  but  as  we  had  no  conv^i^it 
means  of  keeping  thero  fat  or  in  condition,  we 
were  unable  to  economize  the  use  of  them,  and 
from  eating  pig  every  day  till  they  were  all  con- 
sumed, we  became  so  entirely  satiated  with  this 
kind  of  food,  as  to  majke  it  doubtful  whether  We^ 
shall  ev^  be  able  to  enjoy  it  again» 

Be#f,^  veal,  and  mutton  are  luxuries  beyotul^ 
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our  reach.  This  settlement  does  not  supply  them 
in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  ordinary  consump^ 
tion:  we  do  not  therefore  expect  them,  except 
by  way  of  an  occasional  feast  The  great  ad- 
ditional  demand  for  fresh  provisions,  since  our 
arrival,  has  li|ce\vise  taken  off  all  the  surplus  of 
smaller  stock,  and  left  scarcely  a  spare  duck,  or 
chicken  in  the  colony. 

In  one  of  our  provision-hunting  excursians 
to  the  western  coast,  we  hald  the  good  fortuoe  to 
meet  with  Captain  Dougan,  whom  we  found  to  be- 
residing  there,  in  command  of  the  remnaat  of 
the  black  corps,  which  was  raised  last  ye^r  for  the 
expedition  against  the  Bush-negroes.  From  thiy 
gentleman  we  experienced  every  mark  of  polite 
and  friendly  attentioa.  In  our  conversatioa^ 
;^  we  discovered  that  he  was  the  son  of  the  gentle- 
man whom  I  had  seen  at  ^  Profit;"  and,  oa  his 
learning  that  I  had  visited  his  father,  we  became^ 
at  once  as  intimate  as  old  acquaintances.  But 
this  was  not  required  to  call  forth  the  captain^s 
hospitality,  for  he  had  previously  insisted  upon 
our  droing,  and  passing  the  remainder  of  thoday 
with  him ;  which  we  did,  and  he  gave  us  an  ex-^ 
cellent  dinner,  with  plenty  of  good  wines,  and  at 
most  cordial  welcotlae.  Cassada  cake  and  ronst^ 
ed  plantains  were  served  instead  of  bread,  and^ 
with  our  fowls  we  had  a  sauce  prepared  from  the- 
cassada  juice,  which  loseft  its  poisonous  quality 
by  boiling  and  evaporation,,  and  becomes  some* 
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Thb  hospital  at  La  Bourgade  beiag  now  esta* 
Uiefaed,  atid  placed  under  proper  regulations 
Ibr  tbe  accommodation  of  the  sick,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, Avtthout  delay,  to  the  settlement  of  Ber« 
bische  in  order  to  make  tbe  necessary  hospital 
arrangements  for  that  colony* 

With  grief  I  find  that  we  are  likely  to  luve 
an  ample  opportunity  of  prosecuting  our  inqai« 
ties  respecting  the  state  of  the  viscera  after  yel-» 
low  fever :  but,  that  we  may  not  be  deceived  by 
appearances,  we  purpose,  likewisei  to  examine 
the  bodies  of  those  who  may  be  destroyed  by 
other  maladies,  whereby  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
judge  more  i^cciirately  what  are  the  real  changes 
induced  by  that  disease. 

Among  the  late  sufferers  we  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  our  superintending  cook,  at 
the  hospital.  He  was  a  man  of  peculiar  strength, 
voice,  and  appetite.  Tlie  siclf  on  board  ship  used 
to  complain  that  he  ate  up  almost  the  whole  of 
their  food :  whpn  hp  spake,  his  voice  was  as  the 
roaring  of  thunder ;  ai^d  in  point  pf  jnuscular 
strength,  he  was  quite  Herculean.  The  attack 
vas  severe^  ^nd  he  ijuickl^*  fel|  a  sacrifiqe,  expe- 


riencing  all  the  inveterate  ^yinj^tdnui  of  the  fever, 
with  the  exception  only,  of  the  yellowness  of 
the  skm,— that  uncertain  Biark  from  which  the 
name  of  the  disease  has  been,  erroneously,  taken^ 
The  disorder  was  early  marked  with  UQCommpiaL 
restlessness  and  anxiety,  an  indescribable  sena^r 
ii(Hi  at  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  an  almost 
incessant  vomiting  of  a  black  ;flui4  resembUn^^ 
the  grounds  of  coffee.         . 

Among  the  distressful  scenes  it  bfis  lately 
been  my  lot  to  witness,  I  diaii^ced  to  be  at  Sta^ 
broek  a  few  mornings  ago,  at  the  time  of  tbe^ 
execution  of  the  captain  of  the  Bush-negroe^l 
whom  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter* 
He  died  faithful  to  his  cause,  and  no  information 
could  be  obtained  from  him  regarding  the  en* 
campment  said  to  be  still  rooiaining  in.  the 
woods.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  suspended  by 
t^e  neck  for  a  short  time,  and  then  takea  down, 
while  yet  alive,  to  have  his  head  severed  from 
his  body*  The  executioner  was  a  negro,  who, 
without  any  feelings  of  compunction,  or  of  tor- 
row  for  his  countryman,  exulted  in  the  adroit-, 
ness  with  which  he  took  off  the  bead  at  a  singto 
Wow. 

After  the  execution  I  sat  a  short  time  with 
the  officers,  at  the  barrack  of  the  99th  legi** 
ment ;  when  another  painful  scene  was  exhibit- 
ed to  our  observation,  in  the  floggipg  of  a  party 
cc  2 
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of  negroes^  before  the  fiscal's  dooji  upon  the 
public  street 

On  one  of  them  being  released  from  the 
stakes^  to  which  he  had  been  tied  down,  with 
bis  face  to  the  earth,  during  his  punishment,  I 
thought  that  I  recognised  his  features,  and  upon 
going  out  to  ascertain  the  fact,  discovered  him 
to  be  one  of  the  carpenters,  who  had  been  set 
apart  to  work,  under  my  direction,  at  the  hos- 
pital. It  happened,  too,  that  he  had  distin* 
guished  himself  by  his  industry,  and  was  the 
man  with  whom  I  had  most  conversed,  on  ac* 
count  of  his  speaking  English,  and  being  able 
to  explain  my  instructions  to  his  fellow-work* 
men. 

You  will  believe  that  I  felt  an  interest  re- 
garding him,  and  that  I  was  anxious  to  learn  by 
what  offence  he  had  brought  upon  himself  the 
severe  punishment  which  we  had  witnessed.  To 
this  end,  in  company  with  Major  Say  and  other 
officers,  I  followed  the  bleeding  slave  to  his 
home,  where  we  learned  that  the  alleged  crime, 

for  which  he  had  been  punished,  was striking 

a  white  man;  although,  in  fact,  it  appeared  to 
have  been  a  refusal  to  get  up  from  his  bed,  at  9 
o'clock  at  night,  to  work  for  an  European  inha- 
bitant of  the  town,  afterlabouring  at  the  hospital 
during  the  whole  of  the,  day.  It  was  further 
hinted  by  those  about  him,  that  something  of 
pique  or  prejudice,  on  account  6f  the  poor  man 
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expressing  himself  pleased  with  his  employment 
at  the  British  hospital,  might  possibly  have  ope- 
rated in  deafening  the  ear  of  justice  against  him. 
A  Dutchman  who  chanced  to  be  present 
at  the  time  we  were  making  inquiries,  in  the 
carpenter*8  shop  to  which  the  negro  belonged, 
told  us,  v^ith  an  air  of  confidence,  that  he  had 
been  punished  for  striking  him^  and  cutting  his 
elbow  with  a  large  chisel;  showing  us  the  very  in- 
strument with  which  the  wound  had  been  made, 
and  the  precise  spot  whereon  the  offence  had  been 
committed,  at  the  same  time  exhibiting  his  arm 
supported  in  a  sling.  All  this  being  so  circum- 
stantially stated,  four  of  us,  Major  Say,  the  surgeon 
of  the  99th,  another  olBcer  and  myself,  begged  to 
see  this  frightful  wound  which  had  been  cut  in 
the  elbow :  some  objections  were  offered,  on  the 
ground  of  disturbing  the  dressings,  unsewmg 
the  bandages  and  the  like :  but  as  Mr.  Blacka- 
der:  promised  to  replace  all  these  in  fit  order,  we 
persisted  in  the  request;  and  the  Dutchman 
finding  that  we  were  urgent,  and  rather  inclmed 
to  be  peremptory,  at  length  submitted  :  but  the 
coat  was  said  to  fit  inconveniently  tight ;  the 
shirt  sleeve  to  be  tied  in  a  hard  knot;  and  other 
little  difficulties  and  delays  were  thrown  in  the 
way.  Still  we  determined  to  subdue  them  all ; 
and  when,  at  last,  we  succeeded,  lo  !  instead  of 
the  many  bandages,  and  complex  dressings 
which  we  had  been  taught  to  expect,  we  could 

cc  5 
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neicb^r  find  a  plaster,  nor  the  wound.  Instead  of 
a  deep  cut  from  a  chisel^  a  slight  bruise  only 
appeared  upon  the  elbow^  the  skin  being  neither 
cuty  nor  broken.  This  strengthened  our  suspi- 
cions that  the  slave  had  been  unfairly  treated; 
and  by  prosecuting  the  inquiry  we  learned  the 
following  history. 

The  Dutchman  had  gone  to  the  carpenter's 
•hop  in  the  evening  in  search  of  a  carpenter  to 
do  some  work  at  a  house  in  the  town ;  and  finding 
tliis  negro  sleeping  in  the  room  over  the  work*- 
shopy  ordered  him  to  get  up  and  accompany  him. 
The  poor  fellow  pleaded  that  it  was  night,  that 
he  had  toiled  through  the  whole  of  the  day,  and 
further  that  he  was  directed,  by  the  commandant, 
to  work  only  at  the  hospital,  until  that  was  conn 
'pleted.  The  Dutchman,  nevertheless,  insisted 
upon  his  going.  The  slave  unhappily  refused. 
Words  ensued;  and  the  white  man,  seizing  the 
black  by  the  hair  of  his  head,  dragged  him 
down  into  the 'workshop;  where,  in  the  scuffle, 
the  Dutchman  happened  to  receive  a  bruise  of 
the  elbow. 

The  following  morning  a  complaint  was 
made  to  a  public  officer,  high  in  power,  stating 
that  the  negro  had  struck  the  Dutchman,  and 
wounded  him ;  and  it  being  an  offence  utterly 
unpardonable  for  a  black  man,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, to  lift  his  hand  against  a  white  one^ 
the  miserable  slave  was  sentenced,  without  fur- 
3        ^ 


ther  inquir^i  to  receive  the  punishment  we  had 
witnessed. 

We  could  not  feel  satisfied  that  the  pro* 
ceedings  had  been  conducted  with  a  due  regard 
to  justice,  we  therefore  waited  upon  the  person 
who  had  decreed  the  punishment,  to  inquire 
more  into  the  merits  o£  the  case ;  and  were  told 
by  him,  that  the  negro  had  been  punished  "  for 
striking  a  white  man,  with  a  heavy  stick,  and  m 
krge  nail  in  it,  and  therewith  cutCihg  a  deep 
wound  in  his  elbow."  As  this  account  differed 
from  that  of  the  Dutchman  himself,  we  asked 
this  man  of  power,  if  the  sentence  had  been 
pronounced  barely  upon  the  n)an's  own  reporU 
Certainly  not,  he  replied;  the  deposition  was 
also  sanctioned  by  the  testimony  of  Jour  rc- 
specUible  witnesses  who  appeared  in  evidence, 
having  seen  the  negro  strike  the  white  man  with 
the  great  stick  with  a  great  mil  in  it. 

We  then  used  the  freedom  of  asking  if  he 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  this  wounded 
elbow  himself.  He  had,  he  said,  '*  and  a  sad  cut 
it  was."  If  we  had  not  been  stricken  dumb 
with  the  reply,  we  might  have  exclaimrtl, 
"  Alas !  unhappy  blacks  1  what  hope  have  ye  of 
justice,  if  not  only  private,  but  also  public  pu-. 
nisbments  be  thus  awarded?" 

.  As  soon  as  our  surprise  and  indignation 
^ouid  permit,  we  infoimed  this  mm  ^  equity 
cc  4 


S92  NOTES  OCT  THE  WiyT  INDIES. 

that  four  of  us  had  miftutely  examined  this 
frightful  cut  of  the  elbow,  and  that,  with  all  our 
eight  eyes  strained  as  wide  as  they  could  stare,  we 
had  not  even  been  able  to  discover  the  wound ; 
adding,  for  his  further  information,  that  the 
Dutchman  had,  himself,  assured  us  diat  it  was 
cut  with  a  large  chisel :  but  that,  in  fact,  it  had 
neither  been  cut  with  a  chisel,  nor  with  a  nail 
in  a  stick,  nor  cut  at  all;  being  only  a  slight 
bruise  which  had  probably  happened  in  the 
struggle,  when  the  Dutchman  was  pulling  about 
the  negro  by  the  hair  of  his  head.  We  also 
ventured  to  add  that  the  whole  tale  of  this 
mighty  wound  was  a  scandalous  imposition; 
and  the  punishment  which  had  been  inflicted 
upon  the.  negro  a  gross  injustice.  We  then/  ap- 
pealed to  this  arbitrary  guardian  of  the  laws, 
very  earnestly  demanding  whether,  injustice  to 
the  injured  negno,  to  the  public,  and  to  himself, 
who  had  been  thus  imposed  upon,  he  would  not 
&el  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  institute  an  in- 
quiry regarding  the  fact,  and  to  liave  the  cruel 
wretch,  and  his  four  perjured  witnesses,  severely 
punished  !  Of  Course  we  made  no  remark  upmi 
hi3  havitig  seen  the  sad  cut  in  the  elbow  tviih 
his  own  eyes!  Whether  from  feeling  himself  im« 
plicated,  or  from  a  reluctance  arising  out  of  any 
other  cause,  this  great  officer  of  justice  did  hot 
seem  to  be  of  accord  with  our  sentiments  upon 
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the  subject ;  but  endeavoured  to  divert  us  from 
the  question  by  expatiating  upon  the  paramount 
necessity  of  holding  slaves  in  subjection,  and  the 
great  danger  and  impolicy  of  overlooking,  in 
any  instance,  the  crime  of  their  lifting  the  hand 
against  a  white  man.  We  readily  conceded  to 
him  that,  upon  the  present  system,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  tenacious  of  the  pri- 
vileges assumed,  but  we  could  never  agree  that 
it  was  either  just  or  wise,  to  punish  an  unpro* 
tected  man  upon  the  false  accusation  of  a  set  of 
perjured  wretches,  merely  because  Nature  had 
covered  him  with  a  dark  skin,  and  them  with 
fair  ones ;  nor  that  it  was  fit  not  to  expose 
such  wanton  malice  to  public  shame,  whenever 
the  falsehood  and  injustice  of  the  testimony 
should  be  detected;  therefore,  pledging  our- 
selves to  appear  in  evidence,  whenever  called 
upon,  we  left  the  office  obtaining  a  promise 
from  this  man  of  power,  to  institute  an  inquiry, 
and  to  have  justice  done  to  the  poor  injured 
slave ! 

Whether  our  endeavours  in  his  behalf  may 
be  crowned  with  success,  is  extremely  doubtful, 
but  the  unhappy  history  of  our  carpenter's  pu- 
nishment will  convey  to  you  some  idea  of  the 
kind  of  justice  to  be  expected  by  slaves.  The 
alleged  offender  is  not  heard  in  mitigation,  nor 
are  any  of  his  colour  admitte<l  in  evidence,  al- 
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though  they  might  be  able  \^holly  to  disprove 
the  charge;  hence,  whenever  a  white  man  is 
base  enough  to  perjure  himself  in  accusation^ 
(he  negro  can  have  no  hope  of  escaping  from 
punishment  * 
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Berbische,  May  51. 

£xp£CTiNG  a  passagie  of  only  a  few  hours  to 
this  colony,  I  left  Demarara  the  day  after  writ- 
ing to  you  my  last  letter,  in  a  small  vessel 
which  I  bad  not  seen  previous  to  embarking 
in  her^  and  which  offered  no  accommo** 
daticHi  but  that  of  being  bound  direct  to  the 
place  of  my  destination.  This,  indeed,  seemed 
to  be  all  that  was  required,  for  I  was  assured 
both  dn  shore,  and  when  I  arrived  on  board, 
that,  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  we  should 
be  at  Berbische.  But,  in  consequence  of  a  mul- 
titude of  adverse  circumstances,  this  short  pas- 
sage became  sadly  tedious  and  extended ;  and 
in  many  respects,  the  most  comfortless  and 
disagreeable  that  I  have  known.  Instead  of  a 
few  hours  only,  we  were  four  long  days  at  sea* 
A  minute  detail  of  the  progress  of  each  succes- 
sive! day  would  be  a^  tiresome  to  yOu  as  the 
voyage  has  been  to  me :  yet>  to  say,  iperely, 
that  we  were  four  days  going  only  a  few  league^ 
would  convey  to  you  no  idea  of  the  extreme 
discomfort,,  and  the  multiplied  annoyances  to 
which  I  was  exposed.  Let  me,  therefore,  givt 
you  some  of  the  particulars. 
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At  eight  o'clock  on  the  rooming  of  the 
86th  inst.  I  embarked  on  board  the  above  sloop 
to  proceed  from  Fort  William  Frederic,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Demarara  riVer,  to  Fort  St.  An- 
drew, at  the  entrance  of  the  river  Berbische. 
The  vessel  was  employed  by  the  Commissariat 
to  convey  stores  and  provisions  to  the  garrison. 
She  was  named  Voltigeur. 

Quite  unexpectedly  I  met  with  five  other 
passengers,  to  all  of  whom  I  was  an  entire 
stranger.  I  thought  myself  fortunate  in  having 
procured  three  small  chickens,  and  a  salted 
pig's  face,  with  some  fruit  and  vegetables,  as 
my  share  of  stock  for  the  voyage ;  and  which, 
I  was  told  by  my  friends  on  shore,  who  had 
often  made  the  passage,  was  an  ample,  supply, 
it  being  probable  that  I  should  not  have  to  re* 
main  more  than  a  single  day  on  board.  The 
other  gentlemen,  having  more  confidence,  than 
myself,  in  the  wind,  the  sea,  and  the  Voltigeur, 
had  embarked  without  provisions  or  stores  of 
any  kind. 

The  anchor  was  weighing  when  I  reached 
the  Vessel:  as  usual,  my  head  became  sensible  of 
the  sea-motion  before  we  had  passed  out  of  the 
river,  and  my  stomach  sympathizing,  a  violent 
sickness  seized  me,  which  compelled  me  to  has- 
ten to  bed- 
Till  now  I  had  taken  no  thought  regarding 
either  cabin  or  couch,  the    shortness  of  tbi^/ 
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voyage,  and  the  warm  and  steady  temperature  of 
the  climate  had  superseded  all  concern  respect* 
iug  a  birth  for  the  night.  But  I  now  discovered 
that  to  sit  up  was  impossible,  the  severity  of 
the  retching .  being  altogether  insupportable^ 
and,  as  the  sloop  offered  no  protecting  shade, 
to  lie  down  upon  the  deck,  exposed  to  the  full 
power  of  a  burning  sun,  was  to  invite  almost 
certain  disease. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  was  driven  to 
ieek  shelter  in  the  cabin,  such  as  it  might  chance 
to  be :  for  this  purpose,  I  was  conducted  to  a 
kind  of  trap-door  in  the  quarter-deck,  called  a 
hatchway;  and,  the  hatch  being  lifted  off,  a 
d|ark  hole  below  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  the 
cabii^  and  the  only  place  where  I  could  recline 
ray  aching  head,  or  hope  relief  for  my  sickened 
stomach.  Subdued  by  the  depressing  languor 
of  nausea,  I  was  too  ill  to  hesitate :  to  lie  down 
was  my  only  care !  and,  unassisted  by  staii-s  or 
ladder,  I  dropped  myself,  by  means  of  my 
trembling  arms,  through  the  opening,  into  this 
murky  cell.  My  feet  were  quickly  arrested  by 
the  old  chests,  and  other  lumber  scattered  about 
this  filthy  place,  which  was  not  of  sufficient 
depth  to  admit  of  my  standing  upright,  with* 
out  being  half  out  at  the  hatchway;  neither 
was  there  room  to  sit  down,  nor  a  chair,  or 
stool  to  rest  upon ;  hence  it  only  remained  to 
me  to  crawl  upon  my  hands  and  knees^  feeling 
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my  way^  over  the  loose  chests  and  barrds  to 
tiie  farthest  extent  of  the  cabin,  and  there  throw 
myself  into  a  wooden  birth  fixed  at  the  side; 
which  I  found  too  short  to  admit  of  the  full  ex*- 
tension  of  my  person,  and  too  near  the  planks 
of  the  deck  above,  to  allow  of  my  remaining  ia 
any  but  an  extended  posture. 

At  a  moment  when  the  sickness  had  a 
little  subsided,  a  sailor  with  a  light  in  bm 
hand,  dropped  through  the  hatchway  by  which 
I  had  descended.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
describe  the  sensations  I  experiebced  upon 
discovering  the  scene  which  now  opened  to 
me.  The  execrable  nest  in  which  I  was  lying 
was  not  simply  crowded  and  confined,  beyond 
all  that  tlie  annoyances  which  I  had  felt  had  led 
me  to  suspect;  it  was  a  tout  ensembk  of  nas* 
tiness,  that  defies  all  description.  Words  caa 
convey  to  you  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  dirfy 
and  abominable  place,  in  which,  for  four  long 
days^  sick  and  without  food,  I  had  to  live. 

This  horrid  cell,  called  a  cabin,  was  only 
six  feet  long,  seven  wide,  and  four  in  depth; 
and  was  further  contracted  to  less  than  half  ita 
dimensions,  by  the  loose  old  chests,  and  worm^ 
eat^n  coffers  standing  on  the  deck  below ^  the 
thick  sheets  of  cobwebs  suspended  from  tbo 
deck  above;  and  the  crowd  of  filthy  ornaments 
hanging  on  all  sides.  To  sit  or  to  stand  up 
appeared  impossible  j  scarcely,  iqd^^d,  w^  thwe 
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room  to  lie  dbwn,  or  to  breathe.^  Not  only  wa$ 
I  locked  to  see  the  noxious  den  I  was  in,  but 
was  puzzled  to  conjecture  bow  I  could  Imve 
steered  my  passage  to  the  birth,  where  I  was 
lying.  Both  the  entrance  to  the  cabin,  and  the 
path  by  which  I  had  travelled  to  my  couch 
were  such  as  I  could  only  have  passed  during 
the  insensibility  of  a  severe  fit  of  nausea* 
Descending  from  the  hole  above,  I  must 
luve  alighted  upon  a  heq>  of  unfixed  trunks 
find  coffers,  at  the  risk  of  my  legs  being  jammed 
between  them ;  then  I  had  to  crawl,  upon  my 
}^nds  and  knees,  over  die  old  unsteady  lumber^ 
breaking  my  way  through  filth-thickened  cob^ 
Veb3,  at  the  hazard  of  being  entangled  in  the 
strong  net  work  of  gigantic  spiders,  whose 
labours  had  known  no  interruption  since  the 
building  of  the  sloop ;  and  who,  by  constant  toil, 
had  manufactured  sheets  of  cordage  of  almost 
sufficient  strength  to  work  it.  But  when  com- 
pared to  the  many  other  offensiv<(j  things  which 
filled  the  place,  these  dirty  hangings  might  be 
rcigtrded  as  the  rich  tapestry  of  the  apartment. 

At  each  side  of  this  dark  abode  was  a  fixed 
l^leeping  birth,  which  was  narrow,  short,  and 
dirty«  The  centre  was  filled  with  barrels,  tubs, 
old  sea  cheats,  greasy  coffers,  and  other  lumber. 
At  one  end  stood  i  tub  of  stinking  salt  meat ; 
^t  the  other,  one  with  rotten  potatoes,  and  pots 
of  rancid  butter.    The  cabin  was  the  general 
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receptacle — the  store-house,  cellar,  pantry,  and 
larder  of  the  vessel.  Under  the  births,  saluting 
the  noses  of  those  lying  in  them,  were  filthy 
worm-eaten  chests,  filled  with  long-worn  ap« 
parel,  and  other  high-essenced  contents.  One 
was  set  apart  for  dirty  knives  and  forks,  un- 
washed plates,  basins,  and  dishes ;  another  for 
the  odorous  remains  of  yesterday's  dinner.  In 
one  corner  stood  a  bag  of  musty  biscuit,  in 
another  hung  an  old  grease-thickened  lantern. 
Hand-spikes,  marline-spikes,  swabs,  a  shattered 
mouldy  case  with  a  compass,  a  worm-eaten 
ditto  with  a  quadrant,  two  or  three  broken 
fishing  lines,  a  battered  speaking  trumpet,  and 
a  variety  of  other  implements,  hung,  or  strewed 
about,  added  to  the  furniture  of  the  apartment. 

But  worst  of  all  were  the  poisonous  long^ 
used  blankets  of  ^the  sleeping  births;  and  the 
myriads  of  insects  and  vermin  crawling  about, 
and  making  a  public  highway  of  my  body.  Rats 
and  mice,  cockroaches,  musquitoes,  fleas,  and 
ants  formed  only  a  part  of  the  catalogue. 

You  will  believe  that  on  discovering  how 
I  was  placed,  I  lost  no  time  in  attempting  my 
escape  from  this  wretched  place.  But,  on  ri$ing, 
a  violent  and  enfeebling  sickness  again  seized 
me,  and,  from  the  causes  I  have  mentioned,  it 
was  impossible  to  remain  upon  deck ;  I  there- 
fore made  the  experiment  of  standing  in  the 
hatchway,  with  my  head  through  the  opening, 


io  zi  tx>  cateh^  pat^g  famMe;  btfttfaein* 
tense  heat  ftoiii  tile  piei'peii4icular  rays  of  the 
wan,  and  the  de^th-like  nausea  and  ibceasaiic 
fetching,  produced  by  the  erect  poeture,  sOon 
chased  flie  tvotn  this  wholesome  station,  and 
left'  me  only  a  dioice  of  evils  i  either  ttf  extend 
fl^self  upon  deck,  exposed  to  burning  heat^  and 
tile  risk  of  being  rolled  overboard  into  the  sea; 
or,  again,  to  throw  noysdf  into  a  deadly  hole, 
threatened  with  a  poisonous  sufiboatidn,  and  the 
danger  of  being  devoured  by  vermin. 

In  this  dilemma-^viewing  it  as  the  lesseif 
evil,  I;  at  length,  resolved  to  i^tum  to  the  ma^^ 
ii%>Id  ills  of  the  cabin;  but  remained  at  the 
batdiway,  supporting  a  degree  of  sickness 
whidi  almost  inverted  my  stomach,  while  one 
of  the  sailQis  removed  the  blankets,  and  other 
offensive. things,  whith  were  in  the  birth,  and 
swcfpt'and  scrubbed  it  out^  in  order  to  give  me 
the  linre  hoards  as  a  restiiig>-plaCe. 

I  imw  drew  on  a  pair  of  thick  fustian  pan-' 
talixms,  reaching  doTm'to  my  feet;  buckled 
tiiefn  &st  in  my  shoes;  put  on  a  pair  of  strong 
gk)ves;  covered  my  head  and  great  part  of  my 
ftce,  with  my  night^cap;  and  changing  my 
eoat  'fc»r  a  loose  morning  gown,  rolled  myself 
Vif'SOMM  to  leave  scarcely  more  thim  my  nose 
aikmsible;'  and,  tfaiie  protected,  tumbled  again 
iaio  the  bit th  I  fakd  )quitted,  tedding  defiance 
to  the  ina^ts,  vermin,  and  every  annoyance 
vol.  t  D  i> 
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t)^p  tpcwwt,  very  miAi^,  for  I  Iftbwwid  \m^ 
4^T  ajB^ere  Qata^rbi  whiah  deprived,  mfe  of  tht 
f4^«i^ti«4  of  eiQQUtBg,  and  tMtipgt  wd  alitioat 
fpU)ed:  «i6.i>f  «8ht.  Situated  u  I  .waa^  siU  this 
«^Hjt.lM  <f0WidjealEid  .aa  fotbwiate^  for  I  ww 
fQq»pel|«id-  to  cpotiQue  tbf^g&out  the  remtMN 
deB  of/ the  4^  ciUiei  iviotopttf  netohitag,  ctt 
lOfttllii^gly  viewing  tha  hatefiuljlQd  idtsguatioi; 
iccm  VQiindiipew 

Before.  leMeows  t>Qai:  old  Mr.  Serjeant^  <m» 
^  M^i..fp\\w^p9fi$mgprsy  was  likewise  seized 
y[it)ic4j;l(0Qff ^  and  jcomf)eUed  to  aaak. relief  b^ 
lef^i^^g  «]pMtrbe^d^  ih  the  opposite  hittiL  df  tlie 
f ato(- ;' .  Iii'paiftful  aympathy  rwaubewailod  eacb 
9th^r>:dv»tre9$^  lookittg  with  attxiauaibapajtoa 
^7  9lSm3i.vf.lttClh  ttfon  tfae.ideaky-whaa^ttle 
%)}>.  ^hi^ld  fake;hi3)  tea^e  fot  the  gigfat.  - 
9u:  c3(it  iq  ^^axpeobatioii'iMxmDa  ^riavwnty 
disappointed.  .  Xhe;  retreat  ^  af  the  ami}  waa  soc^ 
cpfK^ed  thiy  he«iyyitorreiitaL<)f  rain;  >akid  iaatiad  of 
lMrJ)^Kg  ^Mie  t(»  fetumxnptiii  dedcvatl;the.0khtf 
f^^^gf^:  wene  drinran  hehm^^  croiRdiag  bodi 
U>fi  Qait^^.  aa4^(kJ3i^!v&jr,  so  as  to  thseatoa  4Eia 
l^i^h^th^  paitis  ftfisuffopation^:  £x'cry..cdd  chaat 
9pdtfun4(:i  110)1!  cracjkedi  witht  thd  mm^t»*aS 
1^^^  <we;jiwt€)iii»9  dowia  to.  escape  fram''tl^ 
W»!^i  Mdi.  i]iticklyt  ooibsajtfaapt^sevei^idr^eigfat 
f§fs<HMj  wf^.  C4:i>\vdfd  jj^t6  .dbia  odntracted  biia 
9I  :S^id$Hra  ao^  vftrmin^.  Qranni|dii|f*  defirfedo) 


Ii6tii?  ujion'the  ti«-trork  hatigifc^s, '  lii"  ^idH 
th«y  hirf'  lottg'rerfted'  undisttirbed.  Th*yhoI<i 
host  Vto  tWis  put  t6-  fl%Ht;  A^  ^thfe  living 
things  of  th^ttibiii  seepea  fo  "be  Ut  tedsd'iti 
alarm.  *Nunterdtis  flock^  of 'old  ^pidcb, '  ovet^j 
growTi  cotkroacKl^,  fats,  aiitk;  A*^  othei-  tra- 
f felWs;  ran  distrdctedly  ibbuf  tKfe'birtTi^  kitki 
iiig  up  then  heels  iti  onrftcies;  ahd  ^cafcifierfhg 
tfvtf  e'very  part  of  bur  persons.-  ..*.:- 

In  a  state  truly  deplorable  did  WEf'wlsiia 
long  and  wearisbme  night. '  My  head  thit)bbed 
with  pain;  the  heat  of  the  cabin  was'5iitble- 
hible^  and  I  was  altriost  cfkpirlng  frotii  watit*  ot 
ait;  How  anxiously  did  I  wait,  and  lioV  joy* 
ftrHy  hail  the  returning  daAVn'  of  d^y ! '  ' 
'  I  now  contennfplated  a  sf)eedy "escape  fronk 
air  theperfls  and  annoy atices  of  the  exett^htt 
Voltigeur:  but  the  term-^of  bUr  sttffirfin^s  wte 
not  thus  soon  to  close.  New  vexations  arosef, 
and' drsappdintttent  again  presented  its  thorns. 
An  old  isailbrj  who  had  b^en  etnployetf  to  take 
his  Avatch'  at  the  helm,  during  the  night/  had 
sacrificed  to'all-subduirig  Mofpheiis;  arid  sheered 
the  vessel  a  wron^  cburse;  by  which  accideiit 
we  had  no\fr"the  fnortificatibb  to'  fitid  bhfidves 
more  distaht  from  Bei'bische,  'thai  wfe  hati'Beeft 
m  the  evenmg. 

One  of  the  passengers,  whB  proved* to  be 
the  owner  of  the  vessel,  observing  liiy  solicitude, 
offered  me" consolation,  by  i-emdrKin^' that  we 
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were  not  hr  diitaat  fhmi  an  estate  of  his,  ifpon 
the  couki  and  asiariqg  me  that  if  the  vessel 
should  not  be  aUe  te  reach  Berhiache  in  the 
evening  rather  than  we  should  suffer  such 
another  n^t,  he  would  take  us  all  off  in  the 
boat  to  sleep  at  his  house  on  shore.  This  was  a 
cain6>rt  indeed,  and  I  supported  the  sickness 
and  other  ilk  of  the  day,  in  the,  full  coafidrace 
of  heini^  one  wa)ror  other,  relieved  from  them 
atnight 

Our  sloop  proceeded  in  dull  m^vementi 
soarcdy  regaining,  during  the  whole  of  the  day, 
the  distance  she  had  lost  in  the  night.  Evening 
again  approached,  and  our  captain  saw  no  pro- 
spect of  reaching  Berbische.  Finding  this,  the 
passengers  upon  deck  kindly  sent  a  message 
down  into,  the  cabin,  informing  me,  that  we  were 
within  sight  of  the  estate,  at  which  we  were  tp 
sleep. 

But  vexation  and  disappointment  were 
again  our  lot;  and  no  allev^ting  remission  of 
our  sufferings  was  allowed*  It  was  discovered 
that  we  were  too  far  from  ^he  shore  to  go  off 
in  ihp  boat)  moreover,  that  it  was  ebb  tide, 
which  rendered  it  impossible  that  we  could  tra- 
vel the  deep  hank  of  mud,  which  extended 
from  the  waterVedge  to  the  landt 

It  was  next  debated  whethei:  we  should 
\  avail  ourselves  of  the  ,^tum  of  the  tide,  and  of 
our  nesnr  apiMxach  to  the  shore,  at  a  later  hour; 


but,  again,  our  hopes  were  defeated,  by  the 
unexpected  decline  of  the  breeze,  which,  most 
j>rpvokingIy,  fixed  us  in  adea^calm.  Presently 
the  evening  closed,  and  it  growing  suddoily 
dark,  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  prcgec^ 
and  to  submit  to  the  torture  of  passing  another 
night  on  board. 

As  my  next  resource  I  resolved  to  avoid 
the  poisonous  stench  and' filth  of  the  cabin,  by 
pillowing  my  head  upon  the  open  deck  until 
morning:  but  I  found  that  my  measure  of  vex^ 
tion  was  not  yet  filled,  for  I  was  quickly  chased 
from  this  well-aired  couch,  by  the  falling  of 
heavy  rain,*  and  compelled  to  return  to  my  nest 
ef  spiders.  As  the  evil  was  without  a  remedy, 
I  hastened  below,  and,  keeping  on  my  clothes 
and  shoes,  tumbled  in  again  upon  the  bare 
boards^ 

The  rain  continued  to  fall,  and  from  .all  the 
passengers  crowding  into  the  cabin,  as  before, 
we  were  close-stowed  in  Confined  and  offensive 
heat,  and  passed  another  sadly  wretched  night; 
which  to  me  was.  more  distressing  than  the 
former,  on  account  of  my  cold  being  somewhat 
relieved,  and  my  olfactory  powers  in  a  slight 
degree  restored.  How  anxiously  did  I  wish  to 
place  an  additional  feather  in  the  wing  of  time 
•—bow  pray,  ere  the  night  had  well  commaiced, 
that  morning  would  again  appear! 

To  prevent  the  accident  of  the  preceding 
DD  S 
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•^igbt,  we^a4  l^t  go  the  anchor;  an4>  witbout 
the  risk  of,  steering  aw^y  from  our  course,  ro- 
^imined  near  the  shc^e  until  the  sun  pra* 
jtruded  ^rom  the  waters  of  the  east  to  guide  our 
pIttiK  It  .was  j[K>w  discavered  that  we  had  ^mm 
lying  near  ta  the  estate  of  pur  feHow^pasden^eic^ 
where  it  was  intended  we  should  have  slept;  it 
;alsQ  appe{ired  that  we  were  only  a  few  hours  run 
from  Bejbische;  axid  that,  unless  some  ^^  new- 
obstacle  occurred^  we  could  not  fail  to  cOm^ 
|)lete  our  voyage  in  the  course  of  the  day,    . 

Bujt,  unhappily,  the  proprietor  of  the 
aloop  wislied  to  be  set  on  shore,  and  we 
could  not  weigh  anchor  until  the  sailors,  who 
went  off  with   the  boat,   should  return.    At 

aeten  o'clock  Mr. took  his  departure  from 

-the  ves$^l,  carrying  with  him  the  other  passen* 
gers,  and  leaving  me  to  make  the  remainder  of 
the  voyage  alone. 

It  was  observed,  before,  that  these  graitle^ 
m^n  brought  no  provisions  on  board;  and  as 
piy  sqanty  atock  had  only  served  the  mess  for  a 
single  dinnei",  we  had  already  been  reduced  to 
the  negro  diet  of  plantains  and  water,  for  nearly 
t^o  days.  This  had  been,  hitherto,  no  incon* 
venience  to  me,  for  my  sickened  stomach  re- 
fused every  kind  of  nourishment;  but  my 
greatest  distress  arose  from  the  other  passen- 
gers having  devoured  every  morsel  of  my 
fruit,  whilst  I  was  lying  sick  and  ill  below,  not 


leaving  me  a  shaddock^  oriuioraoge^  tfrsto^tea 
T^y  lip8»  w  <^ool  my  tongue/ 

On  their  leaving  the  aloop^  I  earaestly  in« 
tzaated  th»i  not  to  detain  tbo  boat  a  moment 
af%er  they  landed,  k^t  we  should  be  prevented 
from  reaching  Berbiaelie  l^  night.  They  as^ 
tiifed  me  that  it  ahonld  not  be  d^yedan  instant 
b^ond^the  time  necessary  for  sendiiigns  ^'soint 
^it,  and  some  provisions  for  the  captain's  din- 
ner."  Bxktj  instead  of  the  boat  comii^  back^ 
directly^  we  were  kept  waiting,  the  whole  of  the 
ilay,  nnder  an  ahxiety  wbidi  it; were  more.easy 
to  conceive,  than  express. 

The  third  night  ican^  on,  and  no  boatap<- 
Reared.  Our  situation  was  now  tenfold  more 
distressing  than  before;  Withbut  the  men  wbe 
wont  off  with  the  boat,  we  had  not  hands^enough 
to  work  the  vessel.  No  remedy,  ^  therefore^  rev 
maitaed,  but  to. wait  for  them,  however  prottecte)^ 
thcnr  t^tixrtt. 

The  poor  captain,  git)wn  even  more  imipa- 
tienttban  myself,  becamt  quite  outri^oosv  fihd 
from  no  $ati^factory  cause  explainmg  to*hi6 
mind  the  detention  of  the  bottt,  hesoaght  not 
to  restrain  fais  rage,  but  kicked  and  stampMl 
npon  the  deck,  pouring  forth  dreadfiil  sea  aath% 
in  the  full  coarseness  of  bro^  Barbadian  dialect, 
and  with  all  die  emphasis  of  unkoonded  esM^ 
oration.  His  curses  were  really  tremendoysi. 
The^  wei^  unlik^  all' l^t  had  btfere  mtt  my 
DP  4 


40d  NOTES  <nt  mt  west  indies. 

ear ;  and  vere  rendered  doiiblj  odious  by  the 
drawling  accent  in  which  they  were  pronounced. 

Notwithstanding  my  determination  to  meet 
the  rough  and  the  smooth  of  life  as^th^  shall 
chance  to  fall  in  my  path,  this  I  confess  was  a 
day  of  trial  to  my  philoa<^hy.  Being  without 
food  and  drink,  without  society^  or  any  othw 
t^prhnemt^  I  was  not  able  to  beguile  the  sloth- 
ful hours,  either  by  conversation  or  the  plear 
aures  of  the  table;  and  was  even  disappointed 
in  the  hope  of  diverting  my  mind,  from  the  £l* 
tigue  of  unremitted  suspense^  by  reading.  In^- 
tending  to  make  the  trial,  I  begged  of  the 
atamping,  raving  captain  to  show  me  his  library. 
Ay»  exclaimed  he,  with  a  broad  oath,  thai  I 
can  soon  do!  And,  in  truth,  so  he  might ;  for 
it  consisted  only  of  a  torn,  mouldy  copy  of  die 
aaiWs  V^^mecum^  and  the  second  volume  of 
The  Tatkr^  wormreaten,  and  hAd  together  by  a 
needleful  of  worsted !  As  I  was  not  vf^  humour 
with  the  aea,  or  any  thing  appertaining  thereto, 
I  thiew  aside  the  musty  old  giiide,  and  sat  down 
to.  tattle  with  Mr.  Btckerstaff,  hoping  in  his  so- 
ciety to  forget  the  cares  of  the  moment;  but 
etill  the  boatp-rtbe  beta  annoyed  me  at  every 
pagip^  and  I  found  it  impossible  to  abstract  my 
thottg^ts  from  die  painfnl  apprdiension  of  pass- 
ing anptber  night  on  board  the  abominable  Vol* 
tigeur. 

I  remvued,  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
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day,  upon  deck;  but  as  is  common,  at  thm 
-season  of  the  year,  heavy  rain  again  fell  at  night, 
and  I  was  driven  belo^  to  pass  ^e  hours  of 
darkness  amidst  the  filth  and  perils  of  my  for«^ 
tner  retreat. 

The  poor  enraged  captain,  bidding  defiance 
to  the  showers,  remained  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  night  swearing  and  stamping  upoa 
deck ;  and,  in  his  watchful  look-out  for  the  boa^ 
kept  himself  awake  by  pouring  bitter  curses 
upon  the  heads  of  those  who  detained  it 

After  a  sad  and  wearisome  waiting  the 
day  again  broke  in  at  the  opening  of  the  cabin. 
Much  rain  had  fallen  during  the  night,  but  the 
mn  smiled  propitious  through  his  morning  robes, 
«id  seemed  to  ofier  cheerful  greetings.  With 
^ager  anxiety  I  sought  tidings  of  our  boat,  but 
<K>uld  obtain  no  intelligence  regarding  hec 
Neither  was  she  arrived,  nor  in  sight  The  com* 
plete  round  of  twent}''-four  hours  had  passed, 
since  she  left  us,  and  we  were  wholly  lost  in 
conjecture  what  could  possibly  detain  hen 

I  now  b^;an  to  feel  alarmed  for  my  fel- 
low-passengers, and  became  more  anxious  con- 
cerning their  safety,  than  regarding  die  return 
of  the  boat  Something  surely  must  have  hap- 
peneci!  The  tide  and  the  mud  appeared  no 
longer  sufficient  to  explain  the  delay.  Still  had 
ve  no  means  of  <4>taining,  nor  ev^  of  seeking 
^dbrmationi  and  it  only  remained  to  u4  to  cou- 
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tinue  the  expectations  of  the  preceding  ,d«|i, 
rendered  doubly  solicitous  from  our  ^ppreb^)* 
sions  respecting  tlie  fate  of  tlie  gentlmieA  who 
bad  left  us.  ..         - 

I  made  my  escape  very  early  fhmi  ■  the 
cabin,  and  having  exhausted  all  inquiries  and 
conjectures,  without  discovering  any  posaibke 
remedy,  it  next  became  a  question  how  ^to  kill 
the  heavy  time.  Already,  had  I  travelled  m 
far  as  Hnis  with  Isaat  Bickers taff ;  and  had  no* 
thing  left)  in  the  shape  of  a  book,  but  the  dirty 
worn*out  Vade-mecum  :  therefore,  great  as  was 
my  aversion  to  the  sea,  a  seeming  necessity 
t^ve  me  to  separate  the  dirty  pages  of  the  old 
guide.  A  Dutch  dictionary  mtghl;  faai^e  been 
M  entertaining.  I,  nevertheless,  laboored 
through  latitudes  and  longitudes^  and  meridians^ 
4nA  altitudes,  quite  to  tlie  end ;  and  still  .  4  •  . . 
no  boat  appeared. 

I,  next,  resumed  my  tattikig  with  Mr* 
BickerstaflP,  pursuing  our  conversation  of  yes- 
terday, until  a]K)ut  nooq,  when,  Jto  the  great  joy 
of  all  on  board,  our  long-lost^boat  hove  insight. 
Both  tatler  and  guide  were  instantly  forgotten, 
and,  leaping  up,  I  asked,  impulsively,  if  we  had 
yet  time  to  reach  Berbische  by  night  The  cap- 
tain assured  tne  that  we  had ;  and  you  wiU  h^* 
lieve  that  we  kept  ovr  eyes^  steadfastly,  oa  the 
|)oat,  wishing  her  ten^fold  ^eed«  Atlengdiy 
lifter  zn,  absence  of  tJurty^tW  woat  tedioia 


hoian,  -she  otme  safely  aloiigsiite;  wben  we 
teemed  tbat  no  accident  had  wcurred;  but  iMt 
owitg  to  the.imfiieose  beds  of  drifted  uiud  on 
tJat  coast,  and  to  the  tide  making  against  them,- 
"when  tliey  first  neared  the  shore,  all  the  party 
had  been  kept  at  sea  in  the  open  boat,  exposed 
to  the  full  ardor  of  a  vertical  son,  and  without 
>a  morsel  to  eat,  or  a  drop  to  drink,  during  ^ 
whole  of;  the  precedmg  day,  from  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night:  since  which 
.the  ,boat  hAd  been  kept  on  shore  to  give  re^  and 
ixfreshment  to  the  poor  sailors,  who  were  exr 
treihely  exhausted  by  heat  and  fatig^ie.  *  . 
I  Thus  did  it  appear  that  there  were  si tu^ 
"tiona  even  more  distressing  than  being  coofined 
on  board  tlie  odious  Voltigeur ;  for  those  who 
•had  gone  off  in  the  boat  had  been  greater  aufienp 
era  than,  myself.  Bat  I  was  surprised  to  fmi| 
that  men,  who  had  so  recently  known  thrills  of 
privation,  did  not  experience  some  feelings  of 
sympathy  towards  others^  Although  they 
knew  that  we  were  lying  waiting  in  sad  sust 
pense^  and  without  food  or  drink,  except  some 
«tale  plantains  and  bad  water,  notwithstanding 
the  boat  remaified  on  shore  inll  twelve  hours 
after  they  landed,  they  had  not  the  considera* 
t]on~tbe  compassion,  I  might  say,  to  send  o^^ 
either  a  bit,  or  a  drop  to  the  master  of  the  vesseli 
whom  diey  had  kept  waiting ;  or  to  the  person 
whose  provisions  they  had  eaten. 
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We  cGRild  not  but  feel  hurt  at  dm  neglect: 
Iwt  we  recollected  that  they  haded  at  aiglit 
and  in  a  &late  of  fatigiie  and  diieonifart  but 
little  calciihited  to  extend  their  coneern  bestead 
tlieir  owti  persons ;  and  we  hoped  to  feel  it  the 
less  on  account  of  speedily  reacbii^  the  haven 
whither  we  were  bound :  but,  as  if  flie  tonnenis 
of  this  vexatious  voyage  weie  never  to  end,  k 
was  discovered  when  the  boat  reached  us^  tiiat 
the  tide  did  not  serve  fcM*  w  to  get  under 
weigh ;  consequently,  we  were  c^liged  ta  spend 
two  hours  of  more  tedious  wiuting  than  all  that 
had  passed^  belbie  we  couM  open  our  saila  to 
Aie  wind.  At  lengthy  the  boat  beii^  haultod  up 
astern,  and  the  tide  serving,  we  again  stood  oot. 
to  sea;  the  captain  assuring  me  that  we  had 
atin  sufficient  time  to  reach  BerUsche  by  sm- 
:set.  Knowing  her  talent  ibr  sailing,  I  had 
ftpong  doubts  of  this ;  but  did  not  deem  it  wise 
to  discourage  the  commander  by  condemning 
his  vessel. 

The  wind  was  not  in  our  fii\nor,  and  on 
my  first  vemturing  to  ask  how  we  proceeded  I 
learned  that  we  were  about  half  a^league^/arrv 
thcr/r^m  port  than  when  we  were  lying  at  an* 
chor.  Still  I  was  enough  a  sailoi  to  have  this 
explained  to  my  satisfaction,  by  the  observation 
that  it  was  necessary  to  4ts»d  well  oul^  in  order 
to  fetch  ike  rroer  upon  the  next  tack.  But  very 
soon  after,  on  attempting  to  kruig  the  vessel 
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mbcut^  new  perplexities  arose.  The  Volti^peiH: 
^iBobi^ed  the  helm,  and  would  not  veer  to  /Ae 
xeind^  tn  the  sailor's  languagCi  she  wouli 
neither  taik  nor  zeear,  but  remained  fixed  like  a 
log  upon  the  water.  I  stood  equally  fixed,  ob- 
serving all  that  passed,  without  hazarding  a 
syllable  of  remark  ;  for,  however  bad  a  vessel 
ipay  be,  and  however  much  her  caiptain  may 
abuse  her,  himself,  still  every  commander  is  so 
tenacious  regarding  the  ship  under  his  direc- 
tion^  that  it  were  treason  for  any  other  person 
to  speak  of  her  as  a  slow  sailer. 

The  poor  captain  now  stamped  and  swore 
worse  than  ever ;  and  I  had  a  full  opportunity 
#f  hearing  the  whole  catalogue  of  vulgar  sea- 
oaths,  delivered  in  the  broadest  creole  dialect 
He  reviled  the  vessel's  eyes,^her  heart;  and  her 
sides ;  uttered  dreadful  curses  upon  her  bead,  ber 
soul,,  and  her  liver ;  and  after  loading  her  with 
aljl  the  horrid  imprecations  that  vulgar  mgie 
e6u^4  invent,  he  completed  the  climax,  by  ex*- 
claiming  to  the  sailors  '*  Da-amm  her^  cut  her 
M  throat,  da-amm  herT 

After  much  exertiou,  and  a  varied  repeti^ 
tionof  o^ths,  and  enraged  stampings  upon  the 
deck,  the  vessel .  was  brought  about,  and  w^ 
stood  in  for  the  shore,  sailing  for  a  short  tixne  ia 
steady  approach  to  the  river ;  but  within  less 
than  half  an  hour,  the  bright  prospect,  which 
l^d  so  recently  opened  to  us,   was  again  ob- 
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souped,  by  the  Voltigeur  strikittg  upon  the* 
4iud,  and  bemg  nearly  fixed  aground^  Fortu- 
Bately  she  a««l  afoi^/  on  this  tack,  with  greater 
h(M\ty  than  the  other,  and  hence,  by  putting 
her  round,  she  was  soon  set  afloat  again :  but  it 
was^  now  necessary  to  stand  away,  and  tinake  a 
letig  reach,  from  the  shore,  in  order  to  get  into 
deep  water.  This  would  necessarfly  ddiiy  our 
arrival;  still  the  captain  insisted  that  We  shotild' 
reach  Berbische  at  night.  But  upon  niy  next 
incJuiTy  respecthig  our  progress  I  found  that 
this  was  jiot  very  probable,  for  we  were  then  stp 
miles  furfhet  x>ff  than  when  the  boat  oame  to  \x% 
in  the  rtioming:. 

Soon  afterwards  all  hatnds  were  summonedf 
and  **  abtmty  about^  re-echoed  throughout  the 
afloop-  But  the  obstinate'  Voltigeur  again*  re- 
sisted. She  had  a  sad  antipathy  to  the  Berbische 
river,  and  on  then'  attempting  to  tacfe  fbr  the 
shore,  she  refused  to  turn  her  head  that  Way. 
The  ^oor  captain,  who  had  caiidously  Stationed 
every  man  at  his  post,  and  prepared,  Vith  air 
due  care,  for  putting  her  about,  grew  ahnost 
frantic.  He  stamped  and  rav6d,  and  swore  with 
all  the  bitterness  of  unbridled  wrath :  ahd.  Hav- 
ing g^ne  through  his  whole  volume  of  oathsj^ 
h6  threw  himself  down,  exhausted  by  his  exer- 
tions and  his  fury,  exclaiming,  '*  Dammee  if  wc 
ihali  get  in  to-nighty  for  she  'II  neither  wag  one 
way  nor  t'other''   For  this  I  was  not  unpirepared; 


my  eitpectatiotts  having  bden  ft)]ig  of  aco<ml 
wiftk  tiw  inforhiattonr ;  «Dd  altboagh  thb  aept<«' 
liiets  of  old,  rotten  ^and  leaky,  med  bythi9«K« 
raged  captain,  wiere,  from  all  jeippeaimioe,  veiy^ 
correctly-  true,  I  waff  grown  too  r^tgned,  «p 
too  calioui  to  all  the  ills  of.  itiy  situation,  to^ 
experience  any  feelings  of  alarm  respecting  our 
safety.    . 

After  some  delay  t^  vessel  did  'cmne  ubot^ 
and  we  again  stood  on,  boldly^  for  the  kdd, 
making  all  possible  sail,  the  master*  and  his 
crew  not  despairing'  of  being  able  to  teach  Bet- 
biecbe  by  nighU  But,  as  if  the  very  fates  hltd' 
combined  with  the  elements,  to  throw  eveiy  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  our  passage,  the  breeze  sud-' 
denly  dropped,  and  \ve  were  beset  in  a  calm?' 
Against  this  impediment  neither  the  fage  of 
the  comjnander,  nor  the  exertions  of  tbe  Mitorsr 
could  aught  avail.  Tlie  captain,  who  had.  al- 
ready opened  his  whole  stote  of  imprecations^ 
Was  about  to  repeat  them  with  manful  energy, 
But,  recollecting  himself,  he  be&towed  one 
round  curate  upon  the  wind  and  the  passage,  and 
as  k  dojsing  exclamation  cried  out— ^*  Da-amnr 
tke^  eld  tubj  it  is  not  her  fault  fteither-^here  is 
not  a'tlAmbteful  of  wind!  Dammee  if  we  shall 
getinfkii^elcr  /  ' 

Thus  ended  the  sailing  of  the  day,  and  we 

agam  let  go  our  anchor  for  the  night.    The  poor 

harassed  nsAti  now  became  more  tranquil^  and  I 

.  5'"  '''•'• 
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took  cotirage  to  address  bim  in  conrersatiofi^ 
wbm  I  letnied,  that  after  all  the  fatigue  and 

.  euirtkms  of  the  dayi  we  were  forther  from  Ber^* 
his^e  than  we  had  been  the  preceding  night ; 
Iiut  that  we  had  the  advantage  of  lying  in  deeper 
iratoTy  and,  conteqimitly»  were  better  situated 
Ibr  availing  ourselves  of  the  naoming  breeze. 

I  resumed  my  hard  birth,  protected  as  before^ 
and  in  nausea,  and  discomfort^  rolled  out  the  te- 
dious hours  of  night 

The  fifth  morning  of  this  wretched  voyage 
was  serene  and  clear^  and  I  left  my  sleepless 
couch  at  an  early  hour  to  breathe  a  pitrer  air 
Up(m  deck ;  when,  upon  looking  out,  I  perceived 

'  aa  island  not  far  distant,  lying  directly  in  our 
course  From  the  sailors  I  learned  that  it  was. 
within  the  mouth  of  the  river  Berbische.  This 
WAS  happy  intelligence,  and  seemed  to  promise 
a  speedy  tenqination  of  our  eventful  voyage. 
When  the  cap  tun  came  upon  deck,  he  greeted 
me  with  a  broad  oath,  assuring  me  that  I  should 
breakfast  at  Fort  St  Andrew.  I  wished  it 
might  b^  so :  indeed  all  seemed  now  within  our 
reach,  and  it  appeared  to  be  S9arcely  possible 
&at  any  new  impediment  could  interrupt  the 
completion  of  our  passage ;  but  the  experience 
we  had  had  was  sufficient  to  create  doubts  in 
the  mind  of  the  most  sanguine,  and  to  temper 
his  warmest  expectations  to  the  sobriety  of 
tardy  and  interrupted  aecomplishment ;  or, 
even,  to  convince  him  that  the  uncertainties  of 


■n  iesL  voyage,  could  never  ^id  until  ihei  fboi  waai 
again  upon  ttrtafinmu        . 

At  aeven  o'clock  we  weighed  aack)!:;  and 
immediately  made  all  possible  sail^  with  die 
island  displaying  its  thicjc  woods,  directly 
ahead  of  the  sloop,  and  fdrming  a  very  pleasing^ 
objei:t  As  we  came  nearer  to  it»  I  bbservied 
tlCstJt  was  situated  about  tke  middle  of  the 
riv.er,  and  nearly  opposite  to  thelandtng^pbca 
at  the  fort  All  seemed  now  pcdpitiuufl,  and  w$i 
sailed .  smoothly  on :  but  we  had  ;yet  to  expe^ 
riehce  a  further  trial  of  patience !  An  hour  had 
luXi  passed,  from  the  tiiAe  of  our  gettingiundcf 
weigh,  before  our  progress  was^completely  ar-» 
rested  by  the  YoUigeur  again  striking  uj>on  the 
mud.  ^^  By  Hwom^'  exclaimed  the  captain^ 
f*  ahit  agfotmdJ  This  ii  wmt  thn  ^wrT  AU 
hie  vexiations  were  now  ccueUy  aggrava^.  by 
the  stortificitioa  of  being  seen  from  the. fort; 
and  he  ran,  stamped,  storn^d,  and  cursed  in 
loud  bursts  of  rage^:  which  outdid  all  his  formet 
doings.  I  felt  th(  less  uneasy  at  this  addi«» 
tional  delay,  from  the  opportut^ity  it  afforded  me 
of  contemplating  the  sqene  before  us :  moce  patr 
tidLilarly  as  the  vessel  could  not  suffer-  aby  ii^ 
jury  from  her  soft  b^di  and  as  we  were^near 
/uawigh  to  reach  the  shore  in  the  boat,  should 
Miy  accident  render  it  necessary  for  us  to  quit 
ti^  sloop«  The  best  exertions  of  the  orew  wer0 
of  HP  av^aili^  fixtod  in  th«  «»id  we  w«re  90^ 
vox*.  !•  *  K 
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pelled  to  let  go  die  aochor,  and  .wait  until  Ok^ 
.flood  tide  should  again  set  as  a^oat 

The  view  h^fne  as  iras  that  4yt  a  wild 
eounfer3%  only  just  opening  into  cultivatian.  It 
c^smprised  an  extent  of  wdbd:.aii4  W^ter,  witli 
^nall  patches  <tf  land  bres^itig  into>  Incipient' 
tillage;  bat  it  had  nothia^of  the  bold  and  1:0* 
mantio  soenery  of  inonntainous  regions:  tba 
pitttqrp  was  salt  alid  hariqonipus.  We  weia 
lying  a  hw  n^les.  out  at  sea^  looking  directly 
up  dve  tiver ;  tbi  qmet  waters  of  which  wave 
gUding)  in  tranquil  stneam^  to  the  oceaa.  Nb 
part  of  the  territory  of  the.island  M^as  vifible^ 
but,  from  being  flat  aod  Iqw,  it  appeared  as  a 
mere  cl|i8tf!r  of  trees^  growing  oiit  of  the  water^ 
aad  causing  a  pleasant  break  in  the  iride  open* 
ing  of  the  riyer.  On  the  right  was  the  western 
shore  coverad  with  a  continued  mass  of  heavy 
forest^  whose  gigantic  timbers,  gradually  elevat* 
ing  their  crowded  suffimitsfbo^)  the  water's 
edge,  fonbed  a  broad  e?^panse  of  interminabla 
¥epdure>  whiah  fanoyinight  have  easily  convert* 
ad  into  a  green  JeH  of  immense  sKtent,  gently 
sloping  to  the  river.  On  the  l^t  was  the  east* 
em  3hor6)  shaded  also  with  deep  forests ;  but 
on  this  side>  the  river^  bank  was  parti^Jiy 
thinned  of  its  woods,  and  preseated  t6  our  viear> 
th«  fbrt  and  batteries,  w4th  a  wide  savanna  at  the 
back  of  them.  I  gazed  ia  earnest  contemplatmi 
npoii  ^9  soletbii  Mildness  of  tte^cene^  and  la» 


men  ted  not  ^tm  accident  whidtluui^Q  peool^ady. 
placed  it  before  me*  For  a  moiBeat  tAj  iniadr 
vas  abstracted  £roin  ererf  thtng  more  iiAia«}^ 
diately  around  me,  and  I  was  totally  abiprfaed 
amidst  these  vast  and  unbounded  fwtota^  JBnt 
n J  attention  was  quickly  diverted  twm  thesik 
endless  woods,  by  a  kmd  cry  ef  ^^  iftf  hmuk  ife 
Aexnie  <Ae  ^aEmrior.''  Tbe  tide  faad«ip|died  ns  witfh 
water  to^  float  the  sloop,  and  we  ftoat  wt»  tioo 
inattemptSDg  to  escape  firom  enr  nnaddy  biHb# 
Tbe  vie»el  now  stood  dbeet^  into  tbi 
mouth  of  the  river,  and,  b^ng  careful  to  Jcettp 
the  middle  of  the  strean),  we  agam  feli  secaie 
of  our  passage.  But  the  fates  had  not  yetcfiUed 
their  page.  Before  we  had  time  to  reacti  the 
fort  tbe  n^nd  dropped^  and,  &om  die  T^eldi»- , 
obeying  tbe  hdm,  we  again  drifted  aground. 
This  WES  worse  than  al| :  and  the  poor  eapitam 
tK>w  swore  that  *^  tbe  'cery  devil  himself  wmtt 
ha»c  set  Ms  epdl  upon  the  vwelf* 

We  were  again  compelled  to  let  go  the  an- 
chor, in  order  to  wait  tiie  return  of  tbe  bttea^. 
Being  near  to  die  island  and  the  fort,  I  itaight 
liave  gone  on  shore  in  the  boat,  but  contd  not 
Venture  to  ask  o«r  angry  commander  to  «p»e 
any  of  his  men  for  that  purpose^  I  had  pftvn 
seen  him  expend  his  wrath  without  pewmiug 
to  interrupt  him.  It  was  now  incmased  to 
frenzy,  ^nd  be  loudly  votiferated  ^'2%er#  is 
sme  daamm  devil  in  the  shop  that 's  bringing  ^s 
££  % 
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tJui  passage^  and  tve  tmat  heaot  him  oeoerbaardy  or 
wc  tkmit  get  in  this  mtmihr  It  wa«  perilous  to 
speak  to  him,  for  if  any  thing  I  might  say 
should  chance  to  cross  him^  it  was  not  certain 
but,  in  the  overflowings  of  his  rage,  he  might 
fix  upon  me  as  the  '^  JSqum/*  and  deem  it  expe« 
dient  to  take  hi*  measures  accordingly.  At  all 
events  it  was  necessary  to  keep  out  of  the  wayi 
in  order  not  to  interrupt  him  or  his  men  in 
working  the  vessel ;  I  therrfore  remained  he- 
low,  during  the  high  tide  of  his  ravings  and 
stampings,  showing  my  head  only  at  the  hatch* 
way,  like  an  unhappy  object  peeping  out  between 
the  bars  of  a  prison. 

We  remained  for  a  considerable  time,  deep 
fixed  in  mud.  Luckily  the  meridian  sun  brought 
a.  fine  breeze,  and  we  were  once  more  set  afloat, 
when  we  were  quickly  placed  alongside  the  bat- 
tery at  St  Andrew's  fort,  and  I  most  gladly 
jumped  on  shore,  rejoicing  in  the  termination  of 
«  voyage  which  had  been  harassing  and  vexa* 
tioM,  beyond  all  that  the  most  ilUtokened  cal- 
culation .  could  have  anticipated.  Never  was 
any  poor  suffering  captive  more  happy  in  being 
-released  from  long  confinement,  than  I  was  to 
escape  from  my  noisome  abode  in  the  Voltigeur. 
During  four  sad  long  days,  and  four  still  more 
.weariscmie  nights  had  I  been  immured  in  tl^ 
^Ithiest  of  all  filth;^  dungeousi  ill,  and  in  a  ^ 
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manner  without  food  or  support  having  only 
the  repetition  of  bad  plantains  and  water. 

I  was  met  at  the  landing-place  by  Mn 
Mackie,  the  acting  surgeon  of  the  garrison, 
who  kindly  conducted  me  to  an  apartment, 
where  I  could  cast  off  my  sea  garments,  and 
submit  myself  to  the  purifying  process  of  a 
complete  ablution.  No  person  could  have  wish- 
ed  for  my  birth  on  board  the  wretched  Voltigeur: 
but  every  one  might  have  envied  me  the  luxury 
of  my  bath  on  leaving  it!  I  c^not  tell  yon 
how  delightful — ^how  grateful  it  was !  It  so  re- 
freshed,  and  animated  me,  that  I  felt,  and  cer^ 
tainly  was a  very  different  being  ! 
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LETTER    XLVL 

BeilMche,  JuneSi  1796. 

-Fort  St  Andrew  is  situated  on  the  eastern, 
bank  of  the  river  Berbische,  opposite  to  tlie 
island  which  graces  its  entrance*  Nothing 
bearing  th6  semblance  of  the  abode  of  man  is 
%ithin  sight  of  it:  nor  is  there  any  way  of 
escaping  ^rom  it,  either  on  foot,  in  a  carriage, 
or  on  horseback ;  the  river  being  the  only  pri- 
vate path,  and  the  only  pnblic  road.  At  the 
back  of  the  fort  is  an  extensive  savanna^ 
giving  habitation  to  loud-roaring  frogs,  also  tp 
enormous  snakes,  alligators,  and  other  reptiles. 
This  naked  waste  stretches  to  a  great  distance, 
and  is  bordered  by  dark  forests,  which  reach 
near  to  the  fort,  and  preclude  every  view  ex- 
cept of  the  water  and  the  flat  uncultivated  sa- 
vanna. In  these  woods  wild  Indians  range  in 
all  the  freedom  of  nature.  Sometimes  also 
tigers  are  seen  prowling  from  their  deep  shades; 
and  our  ears  are  daily  and  almost  hourly  saluted 
with  the  loud  chattering  of  monkies,  the  louder 
screaming  of  parrots,  and  the  confused  noise  of 
numerous  other  inhabitants. 

The  fort  is  calculated  for  the  accommoda^ 
tion  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  men. 


l^be  territory  attached  to.  it  seaifcely  reaches 
bejrond  the  biiitdiiigay  and  the  whole  gai> 
iiaon  is  eonfineid  to  a  circle  of  less  than  half  m 
mile;  the  iMsde  promenade  ^tbout  the  gatelB^ 
being  from  the  barrack  to  the  hospital^  and 
back  frxMii  the  hoepital  to  th^  barrack;  k  distance 
of  Httlo  more  than  a  hundred  ybrda-  A  shott 
path  hkSj  indeed,  been  o|ieiiied  into  the  8avana% 
whieh  forrnv  a  very  limited  waUC|  in  the  dry 
iearan^ .  oiily,  A  few  of  the  gOvemitieQt  no* 
gfoes^  who  are:  employed  at  the  fort,  <  havre  con* 
etruteted  sHtall  haita  at  th/i  back  of  the  hospital 
itrhieh  call  to  *iy  lememfaranoe  the  cottagers* 
tfabina  in  the  Hig^nds  pf  Scotland,  At  these 
habitatioiiiBiy  We  itometmies  ^ittess  the  joyoua 
dancfe^  and  hayeoitr  ears  regaled  with  the  sound 
bf  thb.irtde  African  drtuB,  the  rattH  alid  the 
haii^^ 

Be^osd  the  immediate  precincts  of  the 
fort  We  do  jiot  find  any  hnman  abode^  without 
making  a  journey  of,  at  least,  a  mile  and  a  half 
by  wafer.  At  that  distance  is  now  forming  the 
tiHtrn  of  Amsterdam,  th^  new  capital  of  the 
colony.  Between  the  fort  and  thd  town  the 
^vdr  Kdnnye  opens  into  the  great  Berblsohe 
nm;  and  between  the  Kannye  and  the  for^ 
the  border  of  the  parent  river  is  still  covered 
with  the  wild  woods :  but  these  are  doomed  to 
ihe  axe^  and  soon  a  road  will  be  opened  upott 
the  bank  of  the  river  Berbische  to  the  river 
1X4 
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Kainnye,  and  front  liA  opposite  ilhoie  tt  ikA^ 
fiver  to  the  town;  Thb.wiU  be  a  gfeat^  and 
jdedlTable  improvement  It  Will  at  once  relicrvt 
llie  gloomifMets  cf  tbei  situation,  and  scenergr  of 
Ito  fort,  i^orm  a  ^nveniaat  pit>menaide^  ifsk 
hoxht  and  foot,  and  remove  the  dnll  ioiitude^ 
the'garris<m^  by  establishing  a  more  easy  inters 
/course  with  the  capital.  \ 

The  town  is  yet  in  embryo.  ^  According  M 
a  plan  formed  for  its  construction;  it' is  to  h% 
'built  upon  the  aa^e,  or  pen^nsmk)  between  ttot 
xivers  Berl>ische  and  Kannye,  eiLtendine  along 
the  bank  of  the  former.  The  kittd  on  which  it 
St  to  b«  erected  is  in  part  cleared  of  its  wood^ 
and  divided  into  lots  ready  for  buUding ;  but^ 
at  present,  only  here  and  thei«  a  scattered  house 
IS  to  be  ^Ken.  Beyond  the  prepared  land)  and 
not  half  a  mile  from  the  govemmentrhoMS^ 
:t&e  fiush  still  overhangs  the  river  ILannye; 
jbut  thos^  deatruc^ve  enghies  fine  and  the  axe 
are  now  directed  against  iL 

The  whole  scenery  at  New  Amsterdam,  as 
'Veil  as  at  Fort  St.  Andrew^  betrays  the  infaist 
state  of  the  colony.  The  dreariness  of  the 
land,  just  robbed  of  its  thick  woods ;  the  naked- 
;Dess  that  prevails  around  th^  govermnen/b- 
SfiDmse^;  the  want  of  roads  and  paths ;  the  swampy 
duti^anna;  the.  heavy  forests;  in  short  air  that 
Meets  the  eye  conveys  the  idea  of  a  ccauitry  just 


i.    ^  i 


^hierghig  from  its  oHgtnai  rudeness^  ifita  cultt- 
vation* 

Since  my  arrival  in  thf*  colony  my  hours 

.hare  been  busily  occupied  in  attending  the  sick, 

.and  establishing  regulations  and  arrangements 

•for  their  accommodation.     We  have  a  garrison- 

^hospital,  built  by  the  Dutch,  which  is  tolerably 

-commodious,  and,  with  a  few  alterations,  may 

serve  for  the  present  garrbon.    The  Hollanders, 

without  any  regard  to  climate,  had  preserved 

tbeir  European  tustont  of  placing  the  sick,  two 

^6r  three  together,  in  a  species  of  box,  with 

'iiigh  enclosed  sides,  instead  of  keeping  them 

apart,  and  giving  them  the  advantages  of  air 

<aad.  deanltness,   by  putting  them  upon  open 

':bedsteads.  ^- 

I  have  directed  that  all  these  confined  and 
-offensive  bed-^boxes  should  be  removed,  and 
[have  given  orders  to  have  some  bedsteads  made 
.tipon  a  new  construction,  which  - 1  trust  will 
"^[prove  both  convenient  and  comfortable^  They 
will  consist  merely  of  four  short  posts,  those  alt 
-the  top  ft  little  longer  than  those  at  the  bottoni, 
land  two  side^rails,  fitted  together  with  woodeti 
ipins,  and  so  contrived  as  to  be  easily  tak^ 
.tOi  pieces,  and  packed  in  a  portable  form,  ib 
loaie  we  should  at  any  time  wish  to  remove 
.  tbacn.  They  will  be  made  of  mahogany,  a 
Iwood  which  is  so  plentiful  in  these  colonies  als 
;fto  be  used  for  every  common  purpose.  A  piece  of 
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fttttttg  canvtt^  stretched  from  side  to  side, 
will  form  the  bedding;  a  head-board  will  riide 
into  grooves  in  the  two  opp^  posts,  and  the 
side-rails  will  more  up  and  down  in  an  opening 
,  cut  through  them,  and  be  fastened  mtb  pins, 
«o  SA  to  be  at  any  time  raised  or  lowered  at  die 
head,  without  disturbing  the  patient  When 
•these  shall  be  finished^  I  hc^e  to  see  a  Tery  com- 
plete hospital.  The  unfortuqate  sick  wtU  luKve 
the  comfort  of  being  well  lodged ;  each  will 
hare  his  mahogany  bedstead  to  himself;  and 
men,  with  different  makdsss^  will  iK>t  be  crowd* 
ed  together  in  filthy  boxes,  nor  shut  up  from  tbe 
tfefresbing  air.  > 

The  99d  regiment  is  intnisted  with  the 
defence  of  this  colony.  The  mess. is  one  df 
the  pleaisantest  I  hare  ye%  met ,  with.  In  grati- 
tude I  ouglit  to  tell  you  that  every  ndivi- 
dual  emulatol  his  comttiamder  in  kit^  and 
friendly  attentions  toward.mn.  In^ked  1  caimot 
but  be  strongly  sensible  of  the  many  marks  of 
politeness  and  civility  with  which  I  am  daily 
honoredv  Most  of  the  officers  are  men  of  culti- 
vated manners.  Among  them  are  several  of 
eonsidetabk  fortune,  Ind  some  of  iMik;  mm 
who  are  not  only  weU*discipiined:soldiers,  but 
well-bred  gentlemeh^  being  no  less  versed  in 
.the  polished  rules  of  civil,'  tha»  in  the  aottei^ 
.observances  of  a  military  life.  The  geneitl 
carder  and  decenun  which  mark  tbteir  wndatft 
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afford  the  surest  indication  of  f^orrect  discipTme^ 
and  offer  the  most  convineing  proof  of  the  higk 
advantage  derived  from  serving  with  a  strict; 
but  respected  commander.     Colonel  Gammell, 
Nvhile  he  suffers  no  remission  of  duty,  is  affable 
and    pleasant    towards    those  who  are  under 
him.     He  treats  them  as  companions,  and  see\i 
to   engage  their  affection  and  esteem.      The 
soldiers  consider  him  severe;   but  he  is  their 
friend,  and  the  majority  of  them  aries  not  insen- 
sible of  it.     We  fi-equently  overhear  the  conver* 
sations  and  remarks  of  those  about  the  hospital^ 
respecting  him,  and  they  always  terminate  very 
much  to  his  credit ;  for  if  one  calls  him  rigori* 
ous  or  severe,  another  instantly  contrasts  what 
they   regard  as  his  better  qualities,  saying— 
"  Why,  to  be  sure,  he  is  a  little  close  tipan  us,  and 
icceps  us  to  it ;  but  then  you  know  it  is  for  our 
own  benefit ;  and^  besides,  how  good  he  is  to 
US  when  we  are  sick !   You  see  he  keeps  these 
doctors  to  their  duty,  too.    He  comes  to  see  us 
himself  every  day,  and  makes  them  give  lis 
plenty  of  every  thing  that's  good  for  us;  and 
'tisn't  all  officers  do  that,  you  know !    Some  of 
^em  are  more  afraid  of  an  hospital  than  a  cannon* 
ball,  and  never  care  whether  we  die  or  live  f" 

In  this  way  their  remarks  usually  go  to  the 

approval   of   the   Colonel's    conduct   towards 

^  them ;  and,  like  good  soldiers^ they  acknowledge 

their  esteem  for  a  comqiander  who^  by  imposing 
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a  Strict  routine  of  duty,  gives  them  cause  to 
pride  themselves  upon  a  degree  of  pre-eminence 
in  point  of  health  and  discipline. 

Among  the  many  ills  of  climate,  I  am 
now  suffering  from  a  teasing  eruption  which 
has  thrown  itself  out  upon  my  legs ;  a  complaint 
which  I  find  has  lately  been  prevalent  among 
th^  troops  in  this  colony,  although  we  had  not 
pbserved  it  at  Demarara.  It  is  more  severe 
than  the  prickly  heat,  but  somewhat  of  the 
same  nature;  and  is,  perhaps,  only  an  aggra- 
vated degree  of  that  disease.  It  creates  an  un- 
easy sensation,  not  amounting  to  actual  pair, 
but  sufficient  to  rob  me  of  rest. 

The  second  day  after  my  arrival  at  Ber- 
.bische  I  had  the  unhappy  opportunity  of  in- 
specting the  body  of  a  soldier  who  had  fallen 
sacrifice  to  yellow^  fever.  The  appearances 
were  similar  to  those  v/hich  we  had  witnessed 
at  Demarara,  except  that,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, there  were  some  striking  iparks  of  in- 
flammation in  the  chest. 
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LETTER    XLVn. 

Berbiscbd,  June. 

1  HAVE,  lately  been  present  at  the  sale  of  ai 
Dutch  cargo  of  slaves,  at  the  new  town  of 
Amsterdam*  Many  of  the  officers  went  from 
the  fort  to  witness  this  degrading  spectacle, 
and  although  my  feelings  had  suffered  from  a 
similar  scene  at  Demarara,  I  could  not  resist  th^ 
novelty  of  observing  the  Dutch  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  this  sad  traffic  of  human  cattle. 

On  arriving  at  the  town,  we  were  surprise4 
to  find  it  a  holyday,  or  a  kind  of  publiQ 
fair^  The  sale  seemed  to  have  excited  general 
attention,  and  to  have  brought  together  all  th« 
inhabitants  of  the  colony.  The  planters  cam^ 
down  from  the  estates  with  their  wives  an4 
families  all  arrayed  in  their  gayest  apparel ;  the 
belles  and  b^ux  appeared  in  their  Sunday  suits; 
even  the  children,  were  in  full-dress;,  and  their 
•laves  decked  out  in -'gaudy  clothes*  It  wa$ 
guite.^  ga)a-day,  and  greater  qumberg  of  people 
were  collected  than  ^e  had  supposed  to  hay« 
been  in  the  colony.  Short  jackets,  with  tawdry 
petticoats  of  large  flpwered.  pattems,  and  loose 
Putcb  slippers  formed  the  prevailing  dress  of 
.t))e  ffmaks.  .Scarleti  cniASoni    wd    ppppji^ 
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with  all  the  bright  colours  used  in  a  northern 
winter,  rivalled  a  tropical'  sun,  and  reigned  ■ 
conspicuous  in  their  flaming  apparel.  To  the 
inhabitants  it  seemed  a  day  of  hilarity,  but 
to  the  poor  Africans  it  was  a  period  of  heavy 
grief  and  affliction ;  for  they  were  to  be  sold  a? 
beasts  of  burden — torn  from  each  other — anA 
widely  dispersed  about  the  colony,  to  wear^oul 
their  days  in  the  hopeless  toils  of  slavery. 

The  fair  being  opened,  atwl  the  crowd  as-^ 
#embled,  these  unpitied  beings  were  Exposed  to 
the  hammer  of  public  auction.  A  long  tabto 
was.  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  large  room,  or 
logis.  At  one  end  was  seated  the  aucttoneer  i 
at  the  other  was  a  chair  for  the  negroes  to 
Stimd  upon,  in  order  to  be  exhibited  to  th6 
view  of  the  purchasers ,  who  were  sitting  at  the 
tides  of  the  table,  or  standing  about  the  dif> 
fSerent  parts  of  tl>e  room.  All  being  in  readi«> 
ness,  the  slaves  were  brought  in,  one  at  a  time; 
and  mounted  upon  the  chair  before  the  bidders, 
who  handled  and  inspected  tbem,  with  as  little 
edneem  as  if  they  had  been  examining  cattle 
in  SitiitMield  market.  They  turned  them 
about,  felt  tbem,  viewed  their  shape  and  their 
limbs,  looked  into  their  mouths,  made  ^em 
jump  and  throw  oui  tiieir  arms,  and  sutjected 
them  to  all  the  means  of  trial  as  if  dealing^  fot 
a  horse,  or  sjiy  other  brute  animal.  Indeed 
Ibe,  faidelieacy  sh^wi^  towards  the  defooK^deaJB 
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AfitcanSi  by  tome  of  tbeise  dealers  in  tlmtr 
specifiBi,  nvias  not  less  innnaaly  thw  it  vw  dt»r 
gufitmg)  and  insolting  t»  hiamu^« 

.  We  weie. shocked  tq  obeerre  kronen  in  the 
room  who  had  come  to  tiie  fair  for  the  expreaa 
purpose  of  porcha^ing  ilatvea.  Even  childimi 
were  brm^ht  to  point  ihe  hicky  iEnger,  and  tjbe 
boj  or  girl,  thus  chosen,  was  faottgbt  by  \»pt 
at  the  request  of  superstidouB  inaflima^  to  give  at 
a  firing  to  young  massa  ormisfy ! 

The  price  of  these  poor  d^^taded  bbcki 

varied  from  600  to  SNOO  guBders^  according  ta 

tiieir  age  and  strength^  or  their  appearance  of 

being  healthy  or  otherwise.      The  boys  and 

girls  were  sold  for  600  or  700  guilders ;  some 

of  the. men  for  as  many  as  900;  and  the  woami 

were  knocked  down  at  about  800.  / 

In  the  course  of  the  aale^  a  tall,   robust 

negro^  on  being  brought  into  the  auction-roon^ 

approached  the  table,  with  a  fine  negress  hang** 

ing  iipon  his  arm.    The  «man  was  ordered  to 

mount  the  chair.   He  obeyed^  diough  manifestly 

with  reluctance.    His  bosom  Iseaved,  and  grief 

was  in  his  eye.    The  woman,  remained  in  the 

orowd.    A  certain  price  was  misntioned  to  set 

the  purchase  forward,   and  the  biddrog  com* 

menoed :  but  on  tbe  slave  bang  desired  to.  exr 

bibtt  the  activity  of  hb  limbs,  and  te  display 

Ins  peison,  he  kwered  his  chin  upon  his  breatt, 

ind  bong  down  his  fae^d  in  positive  lefiisal; 
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then;  looking  at  the  wdmaB,  made  slgm  iix^ 
pusssive  of  great  distress.    Next  he  pointed  tp 
her,  and  then  to  thechair^  evidently  iatimatuig 
t  desire  to  have  her  plaoed  by  his  side*    She 
was  his  chosen  wifey-  and  natuie  was  corrcctJ]r 
intelligible.     Not  obtaining  imniediate  aequi*' 
estdence,    he  became  agitated  and  impatient 
The  sale  was  iaterrupted,  and  as  he  could  not 
he  pr^vailad  upon  to  move  a  single  moscle  by- 
way  of  exhibiting  his  person,  the  proceedings 
were  at  a  stand.  He  looked  again  at  the  woman^ 
^^again  pointed  to  the  chair;    held  up>  two 
lingers  to  the  auctioneer,   and  implored   the 
multitude  in  anxious  suppliant  gestures.     Upod 
his  couat^hanpe  was  marked  the  combined  ex« 
pression  of  sorrow,  affection,  and  alarm.     He 
grew  more  and  more  restless,    and  repeated 
signs  which  seemed  to  say-*-^^  Let  us  be  sold 
together!  Give  me  my  hearths  choice  as  the 
partner  of  my  days,  then  dispose  of  me  as  yon 
f^lease,  and  J  will  be  content  to  wear  out  my 
lift  in  the  heavy  toils   of  bondage."    It  was 
nature  that  spake,  and  her  language  could  nol: 
be*  mistaken !    Humanity  could  no  longer  re- 
1»ist  the  appeal,. and  it  was  universally  agreed 
ijiat  they  should  -make  but  one  lot.    A  second 
^faair  was  now  brought,   and  the  woman  was 
^placed  at  the:  side  of  her  husband.    His  oooat^ 
Aabce  instamtly  brightened.    He  hung  iipoft 
.j^neck  of  hi;  wifbi  and  emb»ce4  her'  with 


mixture;  tiien  foktitig  her  in  his  attn^,  asd 
fte$tmg  hef  to  hm  bosom,  be  becaixie  com* 
^seA  i  and  loiAed'  round  with  a  smile  of  com- 
placent^ ^hioh  plainly  said,  "  Proceed !— I  ant 
jcdctrs,  yours,  or  yours  i  Let  this  be  the  Associftte 
of  mytmls,  atid  I  am  satisfied.^  The  bidding^ 
was  renewed*  They  exhibited  marks  of  health 
^id  strength,  and,  quickly,  the  two  Were  sol<i 
together  for  1650  guilders. 

**  Enough  r  you  will  say:  **  Give  me  no 
more  of  slaves,  nor  of  slavery!**  For thepr^ 
sent  I  obey,  and,  leaving  t3M  dusky  Africans, 
hasten  to  introduce  you  to  1^  copper-eoloufed 
Indians;  thus,  leading  you  to  the  opposite  eit^ 
treme  of  human  life,  and  placing  3^u  amdtig 
those  of;  our  species,  who  spurn  alike  the 
shackles  of  slavery,  and  the  slavish  trammels  of 
society.  I  have  lately  had  ati-  opportunity  of 
iteiag  several  parties  of  the  wild  and  naked  in- 
liabitaats  of  these  woods— 'men  who  range,  at 
largej  in  the  fnllest  enjoyment  of  native  free- 
dom ;  neitiier  suffering  their  liberty  to  be  eflfaced 
by  bondage,  nor  abridged  by  dvilization« 
JBeing  one  day  at  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam 
I  took  a  walk  with  the  acting  surgeon  of  the 
garrison,  doWn  to  the  Bush-*,  on  the  border  of 
•  the  creek  or  river  Kannye.  Nigh  to  the  water 
we  met  with  a  party  of  Indians,  and  observing 

»  tJpoii  this  costr  th«  forest  is  tenned  the  JSH$k^ 
VOt,  I.  ^^ 


iH^  K0TE8  .w  w»  "vxnr  imyjE^ 

i^t  i^  m^^e  ino.^^  w» 

i^^al  so  96ar;  to.; tb9m  asi  ta  tnix  iii.  the  groups 
W«  foimd  them  ieiigaged  ia  vtriouii  pursuits  j 
W4  remsttked  tlfat  QOt^  of  tb^ir  0ceil|MitioM  ^}a£- 
Uff^  aay  tftletmptioii  bgr  Our  pfesmce^  A  womaft 
an4:  hiw  m)h  w^  ireie  ia  the  river,  tantiatrid 
ip  .tntfie  beftue  ui»  wd  seemed  gretidy  to  ei^oy 
the  wftteir. .  >  ^ipe  were  cutting  wood  for  firi^^; 
some  collecting  the  Buah<>w%ter  *  with  a  mia^ 
lMsh|  for  tiie'purpose  of  drinklngi  or^of  cook* 
ingx-HKWue  were  stewing  crah^  togiithte  wtA 
^an^if^am  and  /Ctssada-juice  ibto   pepper-pot; 
joid  tfome  .were  esiing  ihe  raw  tops  of   th* 
n»<wntaiiitcabtMlge.  .To  the  latter  I  held  forth 
my  htmdt  implyMig  a  desire  Jko  partUi^k  of  their 
M|»as t   They  immediately  ^ve  me  a  part ;  and 
seemed  pleasfid  od  obiervmg  me  tat  of  it;    A 
1>ettetf  sakd  I  nerer  dtsUkL    It  was  ver]f  crisp 
and.  wklte^rmuch.  superior  to  the;  best  kfttuer ot 
mdive;  and,  in  flavour^  somewhat  res^obliaag 
the  filbert*    Pierceivfing.  that  thfty  were  not  in* 
bommoded  by  our  society^  Jirm  eontiidted  a  am* 
aidirable  time  attentively  watching  their  pro* 
ceediugs ;  but  their  anrioBity  was  not  c<mimenr 
siicate  with  our  own^  for  they  scarcely  looked 
^  US|*  Off  appeared  to  be»  in  any  dc^pree,  inter- 
ested cbnceramg  us.    With  indiffupen^e  th^ 
|aw  ursfpplKttch;  they  regarded  us  With  indif- 

^^l^f  i^^ster  wbi^  ledges  indie  lov|«ftSiCfths 
foresu 


i^nce whilst  we  remained;  and  with  indifier^ 
Ace  they  witnessed  our  departure.  ! 

Two  days  after,  I  saw  a  much  larger  party 
of  Indians,  who  came  to  the  government^ 
house  to  ask  for  rum,  as  a  compensati(»i  for 
iellmg  titnbei*;  and  the  same  evening,  on 
walking  towards  the  creek  'with  some  of  the 
officers,  we  met  with  a  still  mote  temerduk 
hody  of  these  inhabitants  of  the  forest,  who 
had  befell  -employed  by  the  Governor  to  cut 
down  wood  preparatory  to  clearing  die  land 
near  the  to^n  for  cultivation*  They  were  busi* 
t&  \n  packing  up  all  their  little  store  of  implex 
ments  and  utensils,  in  order  to  return  to  Iheit 
native  abode  in  die  Bush.  Elows  ^nd  arrows^ 
apparatus  for  preparrag  cassada,  the  clay  cook-* 
ing-vessel,  hammocks,  calabashes  and  crab^^ 
baskets  constituted  their  whole  liit  of  stores  and 
furniture.  All  these  were  light  in  structure^ 
or  in  the  materials,  and,  being  arranged  in 
compact  order,  were  easily  carried  on  their 
backs.  The  women  were  made  to  bear  the 
burden;  while  the. men  took  no  share  of  the 
load.  One  man,  who  had  three  wives,  packed 
upon'  iheir  backs,  very  neatly,  the  whole  of 
what  he  had  to  carry  away ;  then  taking  up  a 
long  staff,  he  marched  ota  before  with  lordly 
step,  the  wives  following  him  in  silent  train, 
one  after  another.  We  walked  gently  behind  a 
party  of  about  forty  as  far  as  th^  creek,  and 
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ikeresp^  s(m^  of  tbein>siiiWk  in  dn^r  cano^ 
to  paddle  up  the  river;  while  the  others  took  % 
Qirrow  path  Leailing  into  tl^  depths  of  the 
forest :  so  that  quickly  all  of  them  were  out  of 
sight,  leaving  not  a  trace  of  thejr  visit  behind. 
.  ,  They  c(^e  down,  occasionaUyi  in  parties, 
and  enter  into  an  engagement  to  cut  wood  foe 
a  certain  compematiop ;  but  no  dependence 
can  be  placed  upon  them  for  a  single  day,  for 
they  aon^etimes  pack  up  all  belonging  to  them^ 
and  return  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  into  the 
Bush ;  from  whence  thejt  come  not  again  for 
several  months,  perhaps  not  at  all.  They  are  na- 
turally indolent,  and,  being  tenacious  of  free- 
dom, they  become  impatient  of  the  restraint 
imposed  by  daily  labour;  wherefore,  they 
hastily  cast  it  off,  and  fly  back  to  the  forest  to 
range  in  their  native  liberty*  From  possessing 
a  degree  of  expertness  in  the  felling  of  tiknber, 
they  might  be  highly  usefnl  in  forwarding  the; 
cultivation  of  the  colony ;  but  they  have  no 
sense  of  industry,  nor  do  they  seem  to  acquire 
the  least  disposition. to  emulate  the  colonists  in 
any  of  their  pursuits :  content  with  finding 
food  and  pepper  in  the  woods,  they  have  Ho  am: 
bition  to  become  planters.  Cotton  is  not  necest 
sary  to  protect  their  naked  skins ;  nor  are  their 
appetites  so  reiinod  as  to  require  either  coffee  or 


sugar. 


At  the  fort  we  have  had  a  visit  also  fronji 


aft  Indian  family  ^ho  came  to  ui  in  thi  trrtii 
style  of  forest  accommodation,  fortning  a  siren^ 
of  high  intcrrtt   and  novelty.     Before  tbei# 
little  vessel  reached  tlie  fort,  we  observed  th^ 
long  black  hair  and  naked  skins  of  the  Hian; 
his  two  wives,  and  several  children,  who  were 
all  stowed  about  the  vessel  with  the  strictest  at* 
tention  to  equipoise — trimming  it  most  ^exactly. 
The  canoe  was  large,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
family,  was  loaded  witfi  cedar  and  other  kinds 
of  wood  for  sale  or  barter.     On  the  top  of  the 
cargo    appeared   a    ferocious-looking    animal, 
setting  up  his  bristles  like  the  quills  of  the  por* 
cupine.     It  was  a  species  of  wild  hog  caught 
in^he  forest,  and  hence  called  a  btish-hog.    A 
small  monkey  was  likewise  skippiug  about  the 
canoe.    At  one  side  sat  two  very  fine  parrots, 
and  on  the  other  was  perched  a  large  and  beau* 
tiful  mackaw,     displaying   all   the  splendour 
of  his  gay  pluinage.     On  the  canoe  arriving  at 
the  landing-place,    the    bow  and  arrows,    the 
clay  cooking- vessel,  calabashes,  hammocks,  and 
crab-baskets,  were  all  brought  into  view;  and 
we  gazed  on  the  whole,  as  forming  a  very  com- 
plete and  striking  specimen  of  original  equi^ 
page.  The  entire  family,  the  household  apparatus, 
file  qanoe  and  paddles,  in  short  all  the  fur* 
niture  and  implements  for  cooking,  for  sleep* 
^gi  for  shooting,^  fishing,  ai|d  travelling  were 

ff3 
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Imrf  Qioyed  tqg^ther  in  one  compact  body^  io 
•ft  to  render  it  indifferent  tp  them,  wbether 
ibey  should  return  to  th$  home  from  whence 
ibey  earner  or  take  up  a  new  abode  ifi  any  otber 
purt  of  tbe  forests 


ISnCB  ^OLVtR.  %i§ 
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SxvxRAi.  opporfaiiiitie»  have  lately  ofleMd  to  mt 
of  makiag  boat  excursiany,  vnth  Colonel  dnm^ 
mell  aiid  othcn  of  the  officers,  to  New*  Amster- 
dam, and  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  pre* 
seated  to  Governor  and  Madame  Van  Batten* 
burg,  of  whose  hofpitableand  polite  attentions 
I  cannot  express  myself  in  sufficient  terms  of 
praise.  They  have  kindly  invited  me  to  take 
up  my  abode  at  the  govemment-hous^  during 
my  stay  in  dxe  colony,  but  I  have  to  lament  thf|t 
my  duties  at  liie. hospital  will  not  itUow  me  to 
avail  myself  of  so  flattering  and  agreeable  an  ac« 
commodation. 

The  government-house  is,  beyond  all  potn- 
parison,  the  handsomest  and  most  spacdous  edi- 
fice I  have  yet  seen  in  South  America.  It  is 
built  near  to  the  river,  widi  one  front  com- 
manding the  water;  t}ie  other  the  town* 

A  few  days  ago  I  joined  a  small  party  fh>m 
the  fort,'  in  an  excursion  to  some  of  the  plantbrs^ 
estates  up  the  riv^  Kannye,  and  was  particu« 
krly  gratified  in  viewing  the  rkh  plssntation  of 
Mynheer  Ongre.  We  set  off  at  an  early  hour, 
lA  order  to  have  the  day  b^Mto  tis^  knd  arrived 

Ft  4  ^ 
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at  this  gentleman's  abode  just  as  he  was  sitting 
down  to  his  Dutch  breakfast  of  very  excellent 
crab  soupi  some  fine  fish,  a  tongue,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  .good  things.    Jt  is  iha  custom  of 
the  Dutch  to  take  coffee  in  bed,  or  as  soon  as 
they  rise,  and  to  make  a  more  substantial  break* 
fast  of  soups  and  solids  about  ten  o*ck>ck.  After 
partaking  of  this  repast,  we  were  conducted 
about  the  estate,  which  is  rich  and  wdl-cniti- 
vat^,  yielding  abundance  of  oofiee  and  cooea, 
and  some  cotton.    The  annual  produce  of  cofiise 
is  estimated  at  140,000lb.  weight,   and  of  cocoa 
]0,D00lb.    Two  hundred  slaves  are  employed 
upon  the  estate,  calculated  at  the  value  of  frcmt 
&01  to  100/.  each.    The  house  is  handsome  and 
spetcious,  the  plantation  extensive,  and  the  coffee 
\ogis  upon  a  very:  large  scale :  the  whole  exfai- 
bitiiig  the  i4>p^rflBce  of  fertility  and  opulence. 
Having  visited  the  fields  of  cofiee,  and  tbe 
cocoa  plantation,  we  next  went  to  the  logis, 
where  we  saw  the  cocoa  seeds  exposed  for  drjN 
iDg>  preparatory  to  their  being  made  into  cho- 
colate; and,  also,  great  quantities  of  oofiee  ns^ 
dergoing  the  last  process,  previous  to  dieir  beings 
sent  to  market.    I  observed  that  what  is  com* 
QioQly  used  as  cocoa,  in  England,  is  only  the 
shell  or  outer  covering  of  the  seed-^^the  kemd,' 
or  better  part,  being  used  for  making  tbe  cho-^ 
colate. 

At  anoithf^  e^nte  we  were,  regakd  witdi  fhii<v 
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and  sevef'al  pines  were  put  ipto  the  boat^  when 
we  were  going  a  way.  Here  we  als6  pulled  from 
the  trees  a  number  of  calabashes  of  uncommon 
s:ze»  to  take  home. with  us  to  lise  by  way  of  bowls 
and  platters.  We  likewise  gathered  some  roots  of 
jalap  from  under  the  hedges,  and  observed  th« 
ipecacuanha  growing  in  the  fields.  Thus,  yoii 
find,  that  however  shut  from  the  world,  we  can 
neither  want  fruit,,  food,  nor  physic;  for  th« 
hedges,  the  fields,  and  the  gardens  amply  supply 
them  all:  drink,  clothing,  and  condiment  w^ 
also  collect  from  the  trees,  the  plants,  and  the 
bathes;  and,  in  the^ calabash,  bountiful  natuce 
has  even  furnished  us  with  plates^  basins,  and 
dishes.  . . 

Although  we  had  not  the  usual  incitements^- 
of  a  sumptuous  dinner  and  a  splendid  ball,  we 
were  not  unmindful  that  the  4th  inst.  was  a  day 
of  rejoicing.  The  trqops  fired  a  feu  dejoie;  and 
a  royal  salute  sounded  through  the  thick  woods 
both  from  the  fort,  and  an  armed  schooner 
which  was  lying  in  the  river.  Bumpers  wer* 
filled  to  His  Majesty's  health,  and  we  were 
merry  and  happy  as  you,  who  were  revelling  in 
all  the  luxuries  of  London.  One  treat  was 
added  to  our  feast,  which,  even  in  that  all-sup^ 
plying  place,  you  would  fail  to  meet  with,  and 
which  I  know  would  have  much  pleased  you ; 
viz.  the  report  of  the  cannon  through  the  deep 
woods  around  us,  with  the  loud  shrieks  of  par^ 
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rots,  moxikies,  and  the  other  wild  inhsbitautS) 
on  hearing  it:  and,  above ;  all,  the  enchanting 
echo  which  was  returned  to  its  across  the  river. 
I  hud  listened  each  night  with  delight  to  the 
solemn  reverberations  of  the  evening  gtm,  and 
was  quite  prepared  tp  watch  the  effect  of  a  qioret 
heavy  firing.  It  was  grandi  and  wanted  only 
the  stillness  of  evening,  and  the  placid  rays  of 
the  moon  to  render  it  sublime.  On  escaping 
from  the  fort,  the  sound  seems  first  to  cioss  a 
part  of  the  water,  and  roll  softly  through  the 
island  of  trees,  at  die  ri  verVffrtMjfb :  from  thoic^ 
it  traverses  the  remainder  of  the  wide  stretftn,  and 
im  reaching  the  thick-  woods  of  the  opposite 
shore,  it  suddenly  echoes,  as  if  abruptly  ie« 
pulsed  into  the  water.  Afterwards  it  breaks 
through  the  forest,  and  is  heard  in  nrniMit^  un« 
dulation,  as  if  again  interrupted  in  its  course, 
^  at  length  its  awful  reverberations  steal  theSr 
tiollpw  way  through  the  distant  woods  in  deep 
and  heavy*a*olling  thunder. 
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Berbiscltf,  Juso. 

On  the  10th  inst  a  stoop  arrived  from  Deim^ 
tara,,  brmg^g  us  news  of  the  surrender  qf  %^ 
X^q:  but  stating  only  the  simple  faqt,  uncott- 
firmi^^  by  any  authtntic  details*  Still  we  cheerv 
foUy  .hail  the  tid^gs^  not  doubting  b^t  the  cml^ 
quest  has  beep  honorable;  to  our  countrymen  an4 
comrades.  <    . 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  last  we  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  one  of  the  soldiers  by  the  dis* 
ease  called  coup  de  soleil,  or  ictus  solis.  The  poor 
man  was  on  guard  and  stationed  as  sentinel  to 
take  his  turn  of  duty  for  two  hours  at  the  gat# 
of  the  for^  but  before  this  short  period  had 
elapsed  he  was  seized^  fell  down  suddenly,  an4 
expired  at  his  post  The  day  was  excessively 
ho^  and  the  perpendicular  rays  of  the  sun  stru(il(  * 
directly  upon  his  head.  Others  of  the  mea 
have  likewise  experienced  the  diseasei,  but  we 
have  only^  in  thisinstance,  seen  it  fatal. 

I  may  also  mention  a  very  marked  and 
inelaQcholy  case  of  yellow  fever  which  has  oo- 
eurred  at  Fort  St  Andrew,  a^brding  a  strike 
iBg  WAmple.c^  the  nasture  of  this  afflicting  ma- 
)^y4.  A  gten^H^  named  Llewellyn,  a  hand« 
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some,  well-made  man,    of  robust  figtirc,  was 
brought  into  the  hospital,  complaining  only  of 
an  uneasy  sensation  about  the  region  of  the  sto- 
mach, which  although  indescribable,  conveyed 
to  him  an  early  assurance  of  the  fatal  tendency 
of  the  disease,  with  which  he  was  attacked.  On 
asking  him  to  explain  his  complaints,  and  the 
feelings  which  so  alarmed  him,  he  replied,  *•  / 
feel  that  I  shaU  dUe^'  and  placmg  his  hand  over 
his  stomach,   said  he  had  ''  something  there** 
that  would  soon  kill   him.    We  used  all   the 
means  in  our  power  to  divert  him  from  this  de- 
sponding impression;  but  in  vain !   Nothing,  he 
said,  could  restore  him,  for  he  knew  the  hand  of 
death  was  upon  him.     He  evidently  laboured  un- 
der an  attack  of  the  disorder,  termed  ydlmtfeoerj 
but,  with  the  exception  of  this  fatal  sensation, 
no  symptom  was  present  which  could  have^  led 
to  the  apprehension  of  immediate  danger.     At 
my  next  visit,  on  the  following  morning,  I  found 
him  sitting  up,  and  apparently  somewhat  reliev- 
ed} but  on  my  asking  him  how  lie  was,  be  still 
.  replied,    ''  Dying!  I  feel  that  I  skM  mm  b0 
gone*    He  continued  perfectly  rational  and  col- 
lected until  the  next  day;  when,  alas!  death 
but  too  surely  confirmed  the  accuracy  of  hik  prer 
dictions.     From  the  moment  of  attack  he  had 
been  assured,  that  nothing  could  save  him !  The 
indescribable  feeling  he  complained  of,  aaemed 
to  induce  a  rapid  exhaustion  of  die  vital  powers^ 


while  It  fofitoed,  not  only  the  leading  feature, - 
but  almost  die  only  syroptom  of  the  disease* 

Upon  examination^  we  fomid  the  same  red- 
ness of  the  inner  coat  of  the  stomachy  which  wt^ 
had  observed  in  all  cases  after  yellow  fever :  rn 
the  lungs  also  were  some  strong  marks  of  recent 
inflammation* 

.  I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  that  alliga* 
tors  were  in  the  list  of  our  neighbours  at  Fort 
St  Andrew.  They  abound  in  the  adjoining  sa- 
vanna/ and  in  their  journey  down  a  small  muddy 
stream  to  the  river^  tl^y  often  visit  the.  fosse 
surrQ^ndifig  the  fort;  and  sometimes  are  even 
bqld  enough  to  ascend  the  works,  and  creep 
Qver  the  ramparts.  One  of  them  lately  alarmed 
a  sentinel  in  the  ni^ht,  by  suddenly  approaching, 
him  as  he  was  standing  at  his  post  within  the 
fort.  The  soldier,  terrified  at  so  unexpected  a, 
visitor,  in  the  impulse  of  surprise  fired  upon  the^ 
animal,  and  spread  an  alarm  throughout  the  gar- 
rison. The  guai'd  instantly  turned  out,  and  all 
the  troops  were  roused,  and  flying  to  arms,  'm 
the  idea  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  litAd.  But 
lo !  the  frightened  crocodile  retreated,  ajad  ther 
soldiers  had  only  to  return  to  their  bed,s ! 

We  have  since  had  one  of  these  frightful 
amphibia  killed ;  and  a  more  hideous  specimen* 
of  the  animal  creation  eouid  scarcely  be  mert 
with.  It  appeared  the  most  forbidding  of  na- 
ture's forms.     The  green  eyes,  the  sharps  teeth. 
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and.  tnanstnma  jaws,  tfaestroag  waving  tail,  die 
hard  impenetrable  skin,  and  tbe  akort  diick  legs, 
and  fonnidable  clawBy  together  with  die  drcum- 
atanGe  of  its  orawling  so  near  the  earth,  render 
the  alligator  a  real  object  of  horron  He  is 
well  armed  both  for  attack  and  defence: 
while  his  scaly  hom-like  skin  serves  as  a  pnK 
tecting  coat  of  mail,  he  possesses,  as  an  assailant, 
the  devouring  grasp  of  his  shark-like  teeth,  aAd 
the  ability  of  striking  a  blow  with  his  shell- 
like  tail,  which  might  knock  a  man  down,  of 
fou^tnre  his  legs.  His  limbs  are  also  of  peculiar 
strength,  and  are  each  armed  with  four  powerful 
daws. 

With  all  this  sitrength  of  form,  and  of 
tietion,  he  is  singularly  tmiicious  of  life :  indeed, 
by  the  common:  means  of  destruction  it  is  im* 
possible  at  once  to  deprive  him  of  animation ; 
finr  however  cut,  beaten,  or  torn,  still  signs  of 
vitality  remain  for  a  considerable  time.  It  is 
only  with  extreme  difficulty  that  he  is  conquer* 
^  in  the  first  instance,  and,  even  when  subdued, 
to  kill  him  is  still  a  task.  Unless  at  cerUin 
parts,  a  musket^ball  will  not  penetrate  his  skin, 
and  a  violent  blow  scarcely  does  him  any  injury, 
tf  cut,  or  torn  in  pieces,  and  left  to  appearance 
dead,  h%  for  a  long  time  after,  exhibits  marks 
of  sensation  upon  t)eing  touched, 

'  The^rae  we  destroyed  was  first  sliot  in  die 
head,  but  he  was  still  a  most  dangerous'  and 

a 


wetiti  ennij^  and  had  nearly:  seized  cole  of  tli^ 
negroes  by  the  leg.    Notwithstanding  his  being 
Wouhdedy  he  remained  nnmbdiiBd  until  hi  had 
fecbit^  rnimy  severe  blows  behind  the  neck } 
and  for  long  after  this  he  struck  very  forcibly 
xrith  his  tail. '  Fiirdier  attempts  were  made  to 
kill  him,  but,  as  late  as  two  hours  from  the 
timehe  liras xonqoered^  he  pressed  my  hand  with 
C<Misiderable  force,  on  my  taking  hold  of  one  of 
hift  daws;  for  several  hours  after^  he  continued 
to  show  6igns  of  life,  and  it  was  even  difficult 
to  mark  the  moment  when  it  became  extinct.  It 
wttk  tny  intention  that  you  should  some  day  see 
his  Ibrmvdable  coat  of  armour,   and  for  that 
purpose^  I  had  given  directions  to  have  it  care* 
ftiUy  preserved ;   but  from  waiting  to  kiK>\ir 
tibf&t  tbe  creature  was  actually  dead,  before  we 
stripped  him  of  his  skin,  we  unluckily  lost  him; 
and  I  shall  only  be  able  to  present  you  with  hit 
claws.  Having  lefthimnear  the  hospital  whilst  we 
WStkedinto  the  fcHt,  the  negroes  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  stealing  him  away ;  and,  on  retumingf 
we  Ibund  otir  alligator  chopped  in  pieces,  and 
alileady^  stewing  into  soup— -the  slaves  anticipate* 
iiig  the  tness,  as  a  delicitms  feast    The  meat 
#as  whiter  ^d  tiot  unlike  die  flesh  of  a  rabbit 
But  f6r  l4ie  common  prejudice  attaching  tp  its 
Ibih)^  perhaps  tbe  alligator,  as  food,,  might,  not 
be  found  inferior  to  other  amphibious  animals j 
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possibly  it  might  be  equal  to  our  rich  tartly  cm 
the  more  delicate  frogs  of  France. 

We  have  lately  made  a  party  from  the  fint^ 
and  spent  two  most  pleasant  days*-*qxie  at  the 
governor's^  the  other  with  Mr^.  Blair,  an  opulent 
planter,  residmg  at  a  short  diatsoiite  doim  ^e 
coast  on  the  opposite  shore  Of  the  river. 

At  the  governor's  a  dance  and  fiBte  were 
given  in  the  evening  to  the  slaves,  and  we  w^re 
extremely  delighted  to  see  how  much  they  em* 
joyed  diemselves.  They  assembled  in  the  great 
hall  of  the  government-house,  having  a  violiti, 
with  the  fife  and  drum  for  dieir  band.  Both  ne« 
groes  and  mulattoes  danced  with  a  degree  o£ 
animation  and  pleasure,  which  bespake  tbem  frea- 
firom  care.  The  governor,  his  lady,  his  sister, 
several  gentlemen  of  the  coloij^,  and  our  party 
from  the  fort,  attoided  as  spectators,  and  were  aU 
jimused  and  gratified  in  witnessing  this  merry 
dance  of  slaves* 

Until  now  I  had  only  seen  the  slaves  per- 
ibrm  the  rude  African  dance  upon  the  open 
green;'  and  had  not  imagined  them  to  be  capable 
of  moving  with  such  order  as  thej^  here  exhi- 
bited in  regular  country  dances.  Even  minuets 
were  ied  down,  in  precise  and  stately  step,  and 
with  a  degree  of  ease  and  gracefulness  of  move- 
ment which  are  seldom  witnessed  among  tbn 
common  people  of  England. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  a  oircttm* 
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stance  occurred  which  had  nearly  interrupfckl 
the  order  and  harmony  of  the  ffete:  but  it  ter* 
minated  widi  only  affording  to  the  governor  a 
pleasing  and  facetious  opportunity  of  convincing 
us  of  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  English 
language.     In  the  midst  of  the  dance  three  of- 
ficers of  our  army  and  navy,  who  were  not  of 
the  party  invited,  and  who  had  heea  devoting 
rather  too  freely  to  the  rosy  god,  came  staggering^ 
abruptly,  into  the  halK    One  of  them,  with 
the  busy  officiousness  of  inebriety,    insisted 
upon  introducing  the  others  to  Madame  Van 
Battenburg :  but  he  had  forgotten  his  English ! 
or,  in  the  confidence  inspired  by  wine,  was  am* 
bitious  to  display  his  knowledge  of  French ; 
and  therefore  addressed  her  only  in  the  latter 
dialect^  speaking  it  so  incorrectly  that  it  was 
difficult  to  comprehend  what  he  siud,  or  rather 
what  he  meant  to  say.    Alarmed  at  his  con- 
dition,  Madame  Van    Battenburg  bc^fged  to 
he  protected  lest  he   should    tumble  against 
her;  and  true  enough,   at  this  moment,   the 
poor  captain  fell  sprawling  at  her  feet    After 
much  exertion,  and  with  some  assistance,  he 
rose  up,  and  supported  himself  upon  his  legs. 
He  had  now  to  make  his  apologies,  which  were 
likewise  attempted  in  broken  French,  too  bad 
to  be  understood.    During  all  this  his  compa* 
nions  were  reeling  about  the  hall,  but,  regard- 
less of  them>  he  continue  to  persecute  Madame 
VOL.  I.  o  a    ^ 
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Van  fiattenburg  with  hit  bad  French,  insistii^ 
thai  either  she  or  Mademoiselle  Van  Battenburg 
should  join  hini  in  the  dance :  '^  Venes,  vmez^ 
MadamCj''  said  he,  "  il  faut  danser  —  voulez 
WM  viems  danser  avec  moi  ¥^  but  finding  he 
coald  not  prevail  with  either  of  die  ladies,  he 
suddenly  turned  from  them,  and  happening  to 
stumble  again  upon  his  companions,  each  of 
them  seiaed  a  sable  damsel,  and  dragging  their 
partners  into  the  roW,  took  their  places  in  the 
dance.  But  it  soon  appeared  that  they  could 
perform  only  reeU^  and  the  country  dances 
being  interrupted  by  their  presence,  it  became 

necessary  to  lead  away  these  slceoes ^  the 

botthy  in  order  to  prevent  both  the  spectators, 
and  the  dancei-s  from  being  deprived  of  dieir 
amusement;  accordingly,  with  some  trouble, 
they  "were  conducted  to  the  barrack.  Madame 
Van  Battenburg  feeling  surprised  at  our  intoxlr 
cated  captain  speaking  to  her  only  in  uuintel* 
ligible  French,  mentioned  it  as  remarkable,  that 
he  did  not  utter  one  syllable  of  English  :  when 
the  governor  replied,  *'  No,  my  dear!  it  iB  not  at 

all  strange  that  Captain should  not  speak 

English  to**night !  on  the  contrary  it  is  highly 
proper  and  correct  r'you  know  he  is  a  Bntish 
officer ;  and  it  would  be  disloyal  in  a  British  of- 
ficer to  cUp  the  King's  English''  On  another 
occasion  this  agreeable  Dutchman  gave  a  similar 
proof  of  his  close  acquaintance  with  our  lai»- 
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gi}age.  Ort^  day  as  they  w?re  sitting  over  the 
bottle,  he,  and  an  officer  of  the  navy  debated  re- 
specting spme  captured  property,  which  tie  go- 
vernor considered  a^  private,  and  the  officer  as 
public.  The  former  urged  that  it  was  sacred, 
and  ought  not  to  be  confiscated ;  while  the 
latter  insisted  that  it  was  colonial,  and  should 
be  condemned  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 
Each  maintained  his  opinion  with  amicable 
warmth — neither  yielding  to  the  other*  In  the 
evening  a  ball  was  given  to  the  party  at  thego- 
'  vernor's  house ;  when,  in  the  mirthful  dance,, 
the  officer,  perhaps  a  little  elevated  by  the  de- 
bate, or  the  bottle^  took  Madame  Van  Batten- 
burg  in  his  arms  and  saluted  her.  The  governor 
observing  it,  instantly  called  out  with  emphasis, 
"  Very  well,  captain !  Do  you  not  consider  tliat 
private  property  either?"  Perbfps  fe\)^  foreign- 
ers, who  have  not  resided  a  long  time  in  Eng- 
land, have  acquired  a  more  just  idea  of  the 
spirit  of  our  tongue.  The  governor  is  an  agree-j, 
able  well-informed  man ;  and  a  social  compa- 
nion. His  address  it  genteel,  and  his  manners 
are  polished.  He  is  hospitable  and  friendly :  his 
mind  is  highly  cultivated,  and  in  his  conduct  be 
obtains  general  respect  and  esteem.  His  door  is 
always  open  to  his  friends,  the  officers  are  fre- 
quently invited  to  bis  table,  and  he  allows, 
them  to  consider  his  house  as  a  home. 

Madame  Van  Battenburg  is  cheerful  and 
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^tertahiing.  Her  disposition  is  lively  and  znU 
mated;  she  sings  very  sweetly,  and  in  conver- 
sation is  sprightly  and  affable.  She  emulates  the 
governor  in  his  friendly  hospitality,  and,  toge- 
ther, they  make  their  abode  pleasant  and  fami* 
liar  to  us  all. 

There  being  nei^er  coffee-house  nor  tavern 
at  New  Amsterdam,  and  the  government-house 
|)eing  most  conveniently  situated  at  the  landing- 
place  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  we  are  happy  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  kipd  offer  of  the  go^ 
▼emor,  to  make  his  mansion  our  resting-place, 
and  point  of  rendezvous,  in  our  occasional 
visits  to  the  town. 

Tq  speak  of  the  sumptuous  entertainment 
we  had  at  Mr.  Blair^s  were  to  throw  an  air  of 
doubt  upon  my  former  notes  regarding  the  pau- 
'  city  of  fresh  pi«visions  in  these  colonies.  But 
let  it  be  remembered  that  individuals  of  large 
estate  may  find  the  means  of  procuring  a  most 
ample  supply  for  their  own  tables,  although  the 
colony  may  not  furnish  an  overplus  to  send  to 
tiie  public  market.  At  Berbische  fresh  animal 
food  is  provided  for  the  troops  more  frequently 
thap  we  had  been  able  to  procu|*e  it  at  Dema- 
tara. 

Mr.  Blair  is  one  of  the  most  opulent  plants 
ers  in  these  parts.  At  his  place  of  residence, 
stock  and  provisions  are  in  sufficient  abundanse 
to  epable  hm  to  treat  bis  friends  with  the  most 


Splendid  liberality.  He  is  generous  and  so* 
cial^  and  the  riches  of  his  table  are  dispensed 
with  all  the  bounty  of  his  nature.  Instead  of  a 
plain  cottage-just  rising  from  the  wild  woods  of 
an  infant  settlement,  we  might  have  fancied 
ourselves  feasting  in  one  of  the  hospitable  man- 
sions of  Old  England,  or  in  some  chartered  hall 
even  of  voluptuous  London  itself. 

The  house  is  a  compact  dwelling,  lieatly 
built  of  plain  timber,  offering,  in  its  exterior,  no* 
thing  to  attract  the  stranger's  ey^  nor  to  be^ 
speak  the  many  luxuries  within.  It  stands  on 
the  border  of  the  sea,  open  to  the  wide  ocean. 
Before  it,  is  an  extensive  and  flat  beach  of  firm 
sand,  forming  a  pleasant  ride  or  walk  at  the 
side  of  the  water.  The  estate  is  quite  in  its  in- 
fancy, being  recently  formed  out  of  the  rude 
forest,  and  only  now  breaking  into  cultivation. 
In  great  part  of  it  the  young  plants  of  cotton 
are  just  shooting  from  the  soil  between  the, 
remaining  stumps  of  trees  lately  destroyed* 
There  being  no  market  in  the  cdlony,  each 
planter's  abode  must  furnish  all  within  itself; 
•very  necessary,  every  comfort,  all  that  is 
given,  or  enjoyed,  must  be  found  in  the  house 
or  upon  the  plantation,  yet  in  such  plenty 
were  they  served  at  this  prolific  home,  that 
one  might  have  fancied  a  Covent-garden,  or  a 
Leadenhall  market'to  have  been  near. 

A  large  and  very  handsome  boat  was  sent 
«o  3 
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for  our  conveyance^  having  an  awning  at  the 
$tern  to  protect  iis  from  the  sun ;  and  we  were 
rowed  aomss  the  mouth  of  the  river  by  eight 
of  the  finest  slaves  of  the  estate,  who  pulled 
US  on  with  surprising  speed.  At  the  landing* 
place  another  party  of  slaves  attended  with 
liorses  to  conduct  us  to  the  house.  The  sun 
was  extremely  powerful,  but  we  had  a  delightful 
ride  about  a  mile  and  a  half  through  fields  of 
eotton  and  of  plantains;  the  negroes  running  at 
the  horses'  sides,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
country,  as  Fast  as  we  chose  to  proceed. 

Hock  and  Seltzer  water  were  presented  im- 
mediately on  our  arrival,  and  the  time,  until 
dinner,  was  most  gratefully  ofccupied  in  the  pe* 
rusar  of  a  packet  of  newspapers,  just  arrived 
from  England:  than  which,  perhaps,  a  greater 
treat  could  not  have  been  oflFered  us.  For  din- 
ner we  had  excellent  soup,  with  boiled  fi^, 
stewed  fish,  and  fish  in  pie;  also  turtle,  and 
crabs,  most  exquisitely  di-essed,  forming  two 
Uncommonly  rich  and  high-seasoned  dishes.  We 
had  likewise  a  side  of  lamb,  a  fine  goose,  a  large 
ham,  &c.  &c.  After  these  followed  a  complete 
course  of  sweets.  The  cook  was  quite  a  pro- 
ficient, and  did  great  justice  to  the  entertain- 
ment, the  whole  dinner  being  well  dressed, 
and  as  well  served.  M^e  had  afterwards  pines, 
shaddocks,  melons,  water-lemons,  and  multi- 
tudes of  other  fruits.     Hock,  Claret,  Madeira, 
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and  Port  w'ines  were  in  libferaluse.  We  had 
also  Seltier  and  Spa  waterd,  bottled  small  beer^ 
ale,  potter,  brandy,  rum,  Hollands,  noyeau,  and* 
several  different  liqueurs — ^all  in  supply  sufficient 
jt>r  a  lord  niAyor*s  feast.  ^^ 

^-  After  our  eating  and  drinking  we  took 
a  walk  about  the.  plantation,  and  found  every 
corner  of- it  equally  bounteous  as  the  table 
a&d^t^  celbr.  »Such  a  store  of  living  stocl^ 
bodi  large  and  small,  I  had  not  seen  upon  any 
eitdti  since  my  arrival  in  the  Western  world.' 
A >  more  gratifying  a^emWage  of  domestic' 
plenty ^could  scarcely  be.  found  in  any  country/ 
Among  the  stock  I  should  not  omit  to  mehtiom 
a'peti^of  living  turtles-kept  in  readiness  fbr  the^ 
tables  ktrge  ilroves  of  crabs  Were^lso  running 
ab6a[t  Hear  the  door ;  and  the  neighbouring  sea 
i«,  at  all  thnes,^  made  tributary  to  the  board. 
Several  hundreds  of  negroes -employed  at  work, 
or  moving  from  place  to  place,  improved  the 
variety  of 'the  scene,  while  they  added  es- 
setitraliy  to  the  value  of  the  home.  Together 
with  the  abundance  of  usual  productions  at 
this  atl^upplying  abode  were  likewise  some  of 
the  mbre  rare  and  curious  specimens,  such  as  the 
smfall  lionnnonkey;  and  the  large  powys,  or 
wild  turkey  of  the  woods;  also  the  trumpeter^ 
the  fly  ^-catcher,  and  several  other  uncommon 
birds.  Our  walk  was  highly  gratifying,  and 
offered  much  io  ^cite,  as  well  as  to  interest  our 
QQ  4k 
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omtemplaticms.  We  extended  it  ^  the  sea- 
beach,  and  found  the  sand  flat  and  firm  as  a 
bowling-green,  and  of  a  dark  brown  cc^nr, 
neither  liable  to  be  blown  into  the  eyes,  nor  to 
offend  them  by  its  brightness.  A  cool  sea-. 
breeze  adds  to  the  many  advantages  of  this  si- 
tuation :  it  is  idways  free  and  pure,  there  bmng 
nothing  to  impede  or  contaminate  it  between 
the  house  and  the  ocean.  After  it  grew  dark  a 
rubber  was  proposed  as  the  amusement  of  Urn 
erening :  but  cards  had  no  power  to  attract  the 
majority  of  us  from  the  dear  unfinished  Times 
and  Chronicle.  We  slept  in  hammocks  accord- 
ing  to  the  common  mode  of  the  country,  and  a 
most  convenient  mode  it  is,  for  a  very  large, 
party  may  be  thus  accommodated  in  a  small 
house,  it  being  only  necessary  to  hang  up  as 
many  hammocks  as  there  are  persons.  Neither 
beds,  sheets,  nor  blankets  are  required,  for  the 
hammock  includes  them  all,  and  serves  as  bed- 
stead, mattress,  and  coverlet  besides ! 

The  next  morning  I  rose  at  an  early  hour, 
and  took  a  walk  before  breakfast,  to  visit  what 
is  here  termed  the  ^^  yaw-house ;''  a  kind  of  hos- 
pital, placed  at  a  distance  from  all  the  other - 
buildings,  for  the  use  of  such  of  the  negroes  as 
may  be  afilicted  with  that  hideous  and  distressing 
disorder,  the  yaws.  Here  I  saw  some  most 
striking  pictures  of  human  misery— sad  objects 
of  compassion,  and  disgust !  Not  to  commise- 
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fate  their  su£feriDg8  were  impossible,  but  their 
offenrive  and  diseased  appearance  creates  m 
sense  of  horror  on  beholding  them.  Of  all  the 
unsightly  disorders  which  the  human  body  is 
heir  to,  this  is  perhaps  the  worst  Imagine  to 
yoursdf  a  group  of  meager  sickly-looking  ne- 
groes, with  their  bon^  almost  piercing  their 
unhealthy  skins,  and  their  bodies  beset  with 
ragged  noxious  sores,  and  ulcerous  excres* 
cences,  and  you  will  have  some  idea  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  a  yaw-house.  Congre-^ 
gated  disease,  crowded  suffering,  and  accumu- 
lated wretchedness  are  spectacles  common  to  the 
^es  of  medical  men :  tfaey  have  been  long  fa- 
miliar to  mine!  Yet  the  effect  of  this  scene 
was  too  impressive  ever  to  be  effaced  from 
my  mind.  Some  of  these  truly  pitiable 
beings  were  crouching  upon  their  haunches 
round  a  smoky  fire,  some  stood  trembling  on 
their  sadly  ulcerated  limbs,  others,  supporting 
themselves  by  a  large  stick,  were  dragging  their 
emaciated  bodies  from  place  to  places  while 
many,  too  feeble  to  rise,  lay  shivering  with 
pain  and  torture  upon  the  bare  boards  of  a 
wooden  platform. 

Unhappily  for  our  species,  this  most  odious 
distemper  is  contagious,  and  readily  communi- 
cated from  one  person  to  another ;  nor  has  it 
been  found  to  yield  easily  to  the  power  of 
medicine.    It  often  exists,  for  years,  and  com- 


niohly  its  removal  is  niore  tke  effect  ^ftim^  and 
regimen  than  of  medical  treatment 

WheA  a  negro  is  attacked  with  thib  cnielf 
disordety  h&  is  separated  from  his  fellow^shves, 
and  sent  to  the  yaw^house  to  remaih'  until  be 
shall  recover.  Usually  it  is  six^  often  <  twelve, 
months,  or  even  more,  bsloie  he  is  fl^in  Stt  to 
leturn  amidst  the  gang.  An  *4m{iroved'^ii^t, 
with  cleanliness^  piire  aiiv  laad aea-bathing^dlfe 
most  conducive  to  hbr.recoveiy;:' whence  ii^may* 
be  inferred  that  filthincss,  axrd  poverty  of  foed, 
are  among  the  occasional  causes  x)f  the  ^K^ea^. 
From'  its  resemblance  to  an  aftieting^vahi^) 
but  -too)  well  known  in  Enrope,  nieicuipy  4)^ 
been  much  lemployed  as  a  remedy/  but,'  ifiifor* 
tunatelV,  with  very  little  success.        !   .    ;    >    ^ 

I  may  here  announce  to  you  that  anotb^ 
excursion  of  a  more  extensive  nature^has  been 
projected,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting^  the  plaint- 
ers*  estates  in  the  Temotcst  parts  of  the  colony ; 
and  of  proceeding  up  the  river  even  beyond  the 
furthest  settlement  of  the  colonists,  in  order  to 
see  the  Indians  in  their  native  dwellings  amidst 
the  deep  woods.  If  it  takes  place,  I  shall  en* 
deavour  to  be  one  of  the  party ;  and  shall  not 
be  the  first  who  will  propose  to  return. 
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Berbiiclie,  June  S8« 

Ho^  true  it  is,  my  friend^  that  where  inclina- 
tion leads,  difficulties  are  easily  subdued !  After 
hearing  maiiy  apprehensions  expressed,  and  va^ 
rious  obstructing  circumstances  enumerated,  \^*« 
have  performed  our  contemplated  expedition^ 
without  encountering  a  single  impediment  which 
was  not  readily  overcome.  This  confirms  the 
opinion  that  most  of  the  o})stacles  which  inter- 
rupf  our  minor  plans,  and  even  of  the  mighty 
stumbling-blocks  placed  in  the  more  important 
path  of  life,  exist  only  in  imagination.  In  far 
the  majority  of  cases  discretion  and  prudent 
perseverance  might  surmount  them  ;  but  where 
exertion  is  required,  we  are  too  indolent  to  re# 
move  the  opposing  forms  which  fancy  haa^ 
created.  Terrified,  or  too  implicitly  jrielding 
to  visionary  impossibilities,  a  torpid  inaction 
prevents  us  from  examining  whether  th^y  are 
phantoms  or  realities,  and  weibrego  the  advan- 
tages of  the  pursuit,  from  a  disinclination  to 
use  the  efforts  which  may  be  required  in  its  ex- 
ecution. 

In  the  present  instance,  if  we  had  listened 
to  the  timid  counsel  of  those  whongi  fancied 
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difficulties  had  deterred  from  engaging  in  ity 
themselves,  we  should  have  neglected  makilig 
an  excursion  which  has  afforded  us  infinite  gra-^ 
tification. 

But,  to  olir  subject     Soon  after  our  visit  at 
Mh  Blair's,  our  party  was  formed,  and  we  set 
off  en  fttart€Ue^  Captain  de   Courcy^  Captaih 
W6bb,  lieutenant  Mackie,  and  myself,  on  our 
fondly  anticipated  journey.     We  had  a  four- 
oared  boat  from  the  fort,  with  an  awning  built 
over  the  part  where  we  sat,  which  not  only  pnH 
tected  us  from  the  sun,  but  also,  by  means  of  a 
door  and  windows,  enclosed  us  as  it  were  in  a 
cabin.    Sufficient  intelligence  could  not  be  col- 
lected to  enable  us  to  fix  either  the  limits  of 
cmr  journey  or  the  period  of  our  return.    We 
had,  therefore,  no  settled  route,  but  our  mov^ 
ments  w^^  to  be  forward  or  retrograde,  as  we 
found  that  pleasure  or  discomfort  attended  our 
path.    It  was  completely  a  nun'ooning  adventure^ 
Where  to  find  food,  or  where  take  rest  depended 
entirely  upon  chance.    Every  planter,  and  every 
estate  were  alike  unknown  to  us:  but  we  knew 
that  there  were  plantations,  and  places  of  abode, 
upon  the  borders  of  the  river :  we  knew,  also, 
that  in  all  civilized  countries,  where  strangers 
are  but  seldom  seen,  hospitality  is  a  prevailing 
characteristic  of  the  inhabitants;  we  became 
intruders,  therefore,  upon  the  good-will  of  the 
colonists^  resolving  to  regulate  our  proceedings 


by  the  information  we  should  acquire,  and  to 
govern  ourselves  wholly  by  events. 

Among  the  obstacles  said  to  present  them* 
selves,  was  that  of  the  period  of  the  year  being 
unfavorable;  and  it  was  suggested  that  from  the 
heavy  rains  of  the  wet  season,  the  river  would 
be  swelled,  and  the  current  so  rapid,  that  the 
negroes  would  not  be  able  to  row  against  the 
stream.  Upon  this  account  it  was  pretended 
that  we  could  go  only  a  very  short  distance 
each  day,  and  not  even  that  without  great  la* 
bour  and  fatigue  to  the  slaves.  If  we  had  not 
received  other  more  encouraging  reports,  this 
would  have  deterred  us  fron^  the  undertaking. 
It  certainly  was  a  circumstance  that  merited 
consideration,  and  we  found  in  it  an  additional 
reason  for  avoiding  every  thing  like  a  settled 
plan.  At  worst,  should  night  chance  to  over- 
take us,  when  no  plantation  was  nigh,  we  should 
always  have  the  remedy  of  tying  the  boat  to  a 
tree  or  a  bush  at  the  side  of  the  river,  and  let* 
tinjg  the  negroes  rest  until  morning. 

The  principal  difficulty  that  presented 
itself  was  our  ignorance  of  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage. It  happened  that  I  was  the  only  one  of 
the  party  who  had  any  knowledge  of  it,  and 
whether  I  might  be  sufficiently  conversant  with 
it  to  m^ke  myself  understood  was  doubtfuL 
flowever,  by  a  little  Dutch,  a  little  French,  and 
il  little  English  we  trusted  we  migh|  'make  cue 
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way.  We  established  a  cei^tain  routine  of  duty, 
such  as  directing  the  slaves,  presenting  the 
party  to  strangers,  making  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements, &c. ;  and  agreed  that  each  should 
take  it  by  turn  to  be  "  orderly"  for  the  day; 
ttms. forming  a  sort  of  military  fatigue  duty, 
which  was  to  fall  upon  each  i^  rotation,  accord- 
ing  tP  a  settled  muster*         "" 

To  provide  foi;  ourselves  the  comforts,  or 
even  the  necessaries  of  the  journey,  ,was  not  in 
Gur  power.  Our  whole  list  of  stores  consbted 
of  a  cold  ham  and  some  bread,  with  a  supply  of 
plantains  for  the  negrbes,  some  wine  and  Hoi* 
lands,  a  few  bottles  of  water,  and  our  ham- 
inocka. 

Thus  equipped,  we  embarked  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Wednesday,  June  15,  from  the  town  of 
New  Am^rdam*  We  ottered  the  most  intel- 
ligent of  the  negroes  to  assume  the  post  of  cock- 
swain, and  putting  the  others  to  the  oars,  took 
our  departure  without  having  decided  where 
to  make  even  our  first  place  of  call.  Rich 
estates^  commodious  houses,  and  lK>$pitable 
planters,  were  not  deficient  about  this  part  of 
the  river;  and  as  we  had  adopted  the  principle 
of  seeking  a  home,  wheresoever  we  should  fin^ 
it  most  convenient.  We  resigned  ourselves  to 
the  discretion  of  the  slaves,  desiring  theqi^  to. 
make  a  port  whenever  they  might  feel  them* 
•elves  fatigued,  or  should  find  the  tide  impede 
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tb^r  ptogTMs.  It  happened  that  they  took  us 
oa  nHwe,  about  two  o'clock,  at  a  plantation 
ChWtd  "  Het  Pleytanker/V  We  advanced  to  the 
llou8e>  without  hesitation,  and  intix)duced  our- 
selves by  observing  that  we  were  engaged  in  an 
excursion  up  the  river,  and  had  put  in  for  the 
purpose  of  resting  the  slaves ;  and  of  learning 
where  we  might  con \'eniently  take  up  our  quar- 
ters for  the  night.  We  were  received  with  great 
cordiality  by  M.  Deen,  the  manager,  who  in- 
sisted upon  our  having  dinner  before  we  pro- 
ceeded further.  At  table  we  met  a  Dutch  gen- 
tleman, named  Abbensets^  who  very  kindly 
iovited  u&  to  accompany  him  to  the  plantation 
"  Esdendam,''  where  he  was  pleased  to  say  he 
should  be  happy  to  accommodate  us  not  only 
-for  the"  night,  but  for  the  morrow,  and  as  long 
as  we  could  make  it  con\=*enient  to  give  him  oUr 
tjompany;  We  hailed  this  as  a  fortuna*te  ren- 
contre, as  it  augured  favorably  respecting  the 
Iwspitality  we  might  require  atthe  various  plant- 
ations in  the  course  of  our  journey.  We  par- 
toidk  of  a  very  good  dinner  at  Het  Pleytanker, 
and,  soon  afterwards,  availing  ourselves  of  the 
tide,  accompanied  iM.  Abbensets  to  Essendam, 
which  we  found  to  be  one  of  the  ricliest  coffee 
plantations  of  the  colony.  The  house  bespeaks 
the  value  of  the  estate,  being  a  spacious  build- 
ing, much  superior  to  any  we  had  seen  in  Ber- 
bische,   except  the  governor's  mansion,     Na- 
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Ihiiig  could  exceed  the  kindness  and  liberality 
of  M.  Abbensets.  He  entertained  us  with  aU 
the  cordiality  of  a  friend,  and  we  lamented  that, 
from  speaking  a  different  language,  we  were  de* 
prived  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  society*  M. 
Abbensets  knew  only  his  native  tc^igue,  there- 
fore;, in  conversing  with  him,  we  were  obliged 
to  speak  in  French  through  the  medium  of  a 
Mjmheer  Wohler,  a  Hanoverian  surgeon^  to 
whom  we  were  presented  on  our  arrival  at  Esr 
sendam,  and  who,  very  obligingly,  undertook 
the  office  of  interpreter  to  both  p(u*ties.  On 
account  of  my  being  a  medical  man,  vid  having 
some  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  language,  iL 
Wohler  mostly  addressed  himself  to  me  in  con* 
Tersation ;  as  a  professional  brother,  I  was  lik^ 
wise  honored  with  further  attentions,  and  in- 
vited to  accompany  him  in  a  ride  round  the 
estate ;  for  which  purpose  he  Ordered  a  veiy  ex* 
cellent  horse  to  be  saddled  and  brought  te  the. 
door;  accordingly,  leaving  the  other  gentlemen 
to  converse  by  signs  with  M.  Abbensets,  we 
made  the  tour,  not  only  of  ilssendam,  hut  also 
of  Sans  Soucif  the  adjoining  plantation  tmder 
the  management  of  M.  J.  Abbensets,^  nephew 
of  Mynheer  Abbensets  of  Essendam,  Green 
paths,  bordered  with  luxuriant  fruit-trees,  tra« 
verse  these  estates  at  various  parts,  and  while 
they  form  pleasant  rides,  give  a  general  air  of 


1ETTS9  U  46# 

neatness,  and  add  te  the  richness  conreyed  by 
the  fertile  coffee-bushes  which  spread  the  fields. 

On  our  arrival  at  Essendam  we  were  served 
with  tea  and  coffee,  and  at  nine  o'clock  was  set 
before  us  a  handsome  $upper  t)f  soup,  fowls, 
omelet,  and  many  other  good  things.  Madeira 
and  clarel  wines  were  amply  supplied,  also  Hoi* 
^andsii  bottled  sm^ll  beer  andportn*.  At  eleven 
we  went  to  our  hammocks,  oongratulatiDg  each 
,otber  pa  the  Sttcc^esa  of  our  first  day's  adven^ 
ture. 

Our  iatrusioDS  were  not  faarely  permitted, 
but  we  were  treated  with  the  most  imaf&cted 
liospitaUtj^  and,  in  the  kimA  attentions  of  thiite 
^e  Yisited,  we  could  (tisoover  diat  gmmme 
wdcome,  which  seeks  to  make  the  stnmger  ftf  1 
that  in  giving  bis  company  ap  obligdtnn  i^ 
'€aiKferred-«*»iiot  nceived. 
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Wj£  left  Essendam  early  the  following  moro- 
iog,  but  not  without  leceiving  additional  prooft 
of  attention  from  Mynheer  Abbensets,  who 
kindly  intreated  us  to  lengthen  our  present 
visit,  and  invited  us  to  make  his  house  our 
home,  and  remain  longer  with  him  on  our  re- 
torn.  In  all  the  graerosity  of  his  character  h)& 
ordered  some  bottles  of  wine,  and  a  store  of 
provbions  to  be  put  into  the  boat  for  our  use, 
enrout^.;  imd,  likewise,  supplied  the  negro^ 
with  a  fresh  stock  of  Hollaads  and  of  phn* 
tains.  According  to  the  Dutch  custom,  coffee 
had  be^n  served  to  us  as  soon  as  we  rose  from 
our  hammocks,  but  we  reserved  ourselves 
for  a  more  solid  breakfast  ^t  our  next  place  of 
caU, 

This  was  at  one  of  the  fltuga?  plantations  of 
Mr,  31air,  on  the  border  of  th^  river,  nearly  op- 
posite to  £ssendam.  Here  again  warm  greets 
ings.  met  us  at  the  landing-plape.  }i.  Schneider^ 
who  has  the  management  of  the  estate,  received 
us  with  a  most  friendly  welcome ;  and  a  breaki- 
fast  of  fbwl^  eggs,  and  other  soUcb  was,  pre^ 
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scntly,  set  before  us.  We  found  M.  Schneider 
a  very  intelligent  man,  and  acquired  more  inform* 
ation  from  him  respecting  our  journey,  than 
from  any  other  person.  He  had  made  a  similar 
excursion  ;  but  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  we 
could  possibly  follow  him,  he  having  gone  many 
hundred  itiiles  up  the  river.  He  was  equipped 
for  thg  purpose,  and  attended  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians as  conductors,  together  with  a  young  In- 
dian girl,  who  had  resided  among  the  colonbts,. 
as  interpreter. 

The  tide  serving  for  us  to  proceed,  we  were 
compelled  to  make  our  visit  at  M.  Schneider's 
much  shorter  than  we  could  have  wished ;  we 
had  therefore  barely  time  to  take  our  break* 
fast,  and  accompany  the  manager  in  a  short 
walk  about  the  estate,  in  order  to  see  the 
sugar-workSy  some  fine  trees  of  the  mango,  and 
a  young  plantation  of  the  bread-fruit.  At  ten 
o'clock  we  resumed  our  seats  in  the  boat,  when 
M.  Schneider  kindly  desired  to  contribute  to 
our  store,  some  bread,  and  some  rum.  We  also 
discovered  that  he  had  sent  on  board,  withouc 
our  knowledge,  half  a  dozen  bottler  of  very 
fine  porter,  of  which  he  had  observed  us  to  par- 
take, with  great  enjoyment,  at  our  second 
breakfast.  Instructed  by  M.  Schneider,  we 
were  to  make  our  next  home  at  Vigilantie^ 
Where  we  arrived  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing*  Thi3  was  a  severe  day  for  the  slaves.  fD*^ 
PH  % 
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deed  they  were  exposed  to  far  aiore  of  labour 
and  exertioa  than  we  should  have  required  of 
them,  but  from  their  own  conseat  to  the  pro- 
posal of  M«  Schneider ;  who,  assuriog  \is  that 
they  were  fully  competent  to  the  toil^  asked 
if  they  could  row  to  Vigjlantie  that  even- 
ing ?  They  replfc|d  in  the  affirma,tive,  a^4  cheer- 
fully executed  the  taak,  arriving  in  high  spirit^ 
and  smiling  when  we  asked  them  if  they  were 
not  sadly  tirBcL  Except  th^  short  time  we  re- 
mained with  M.  Schneider,  we  were  in  the  boat 
from  ha)f  past  eight  in  the  morning  until  seven 
in  the  evenii^.  That  even  negroes  could  sup- 
port 80  many  hours  of  heavy  and  incessant  la^ 
bour  in  such  a  climate  was  past  our  qonjecture« 
The  only  relief  they  required  was  to  rest,  oc- 
casionally, for  a  few  minutes^  upon  their  oars ; 
j^t  which  inter vals^  although  extremely  hef^ted^ 
and  bathed  in  perspiration  they  plu^iged  from; 
^  side  of*  the  boat  into  th^  river^  aqd 
9\fam  about  in  prder  to  cool  themselves^  anc( 
drive  away  ii^tjgue*  Hazardous  as  this  might 
seem,  ijiiey  did  not  suffer  the  slightest  inconv^ 
nience  from  it,  but  returned  to  their  oar/|  with 
renew^  spii  it  and  vigour,  feeling  more  refresh- 
i^,  and  more  delighted  with  their  battling  than 
with  their  food,  or  ^ven  their  beloved  grog, 
wluch  we  gave  them  in  very  plentiful  supply. 

Thi?  borders  of  the  river  oifefed  but  little 
to  arrest;  oi)r  attention  or  tog^r^tify  QU|^<nviosityi 
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SO  that  we  were  in  danger  of  suffering  taore  fa- 
tigue from  our  wearisome  confinement^  in  th^ 
boat,  than  the  negroes  did  from  the  heavier 
labour  of  pulling  the  OBifi. 

We  were  received  with  great  kindness,  and 
entertained  with  Qiuch  cordiality,  by  M,  Mal- 
sted,  but  unluckily  no  person  at  Vigilanfie  un- 
dersf ood  any  other  than  the  Dutch  langu^e ; 
0ur  ccmversation  was  therefore  very  limited, 
being  carried  on  only  by  signs  and  broken 
Ivords.  The  task  of  interpreter  fell  to  the  lot 
of  your  friend,  and  you  would  hare  been  highly 
diverted  could  you  have  seen  him  occupied 
throughout  the  evening  in  repealing  a  fcM^ 
words  of  bad  Dutch  to  serve  all  purposies,  and 
explain  for  all  parties. 

Desirous  to  know  the  mode  of  life,  arid  t6 
observe  the  habitations  of  ihe  slaves,  as  well  as 
of  their  masters,   I  did  not  neglect  to  make 
visits  to  tl>e  different  negro  yards  at  our  Various 
places  of  call.     Pursuant  to  this  custom,  soon 
after  my  arrival  at  Vigilantie,  I  took  with  me 
one  of  the  house  negroes,  as  conductor^   and 
went  to  view  the  huts  of  the  slaves.     In  one 
of  them  my  ebon  guide,  with  great  form,  begged 
to  introduce  me  to  a  very  fine  negress,  his  sister. 
I  dare  not  tell  you  what  soft  overtures  were 
made  by  this  young  lady,  on  my  having  the  honc^ 
of  being  presented  to  her.     But,  to  convey  kind 
bints,  seemed  equally  the  object  of  brother  atid 
H  u  3 
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sister,  t  mention  this  fact  only  to  show  yon  in 
what  light  prostitution  is  viewed  by  sUves — 
the  brother  would  feel  honored  in  placing  the 
pillow,  for  his  sister,  on  a  backra  man's  bed ! 

In  my  walk  to  the  negro  yard  I  met  a  slave 
who  appeared  under  a  peculiar  mode  of  punish- 
ment, being  compelled  to  wear  an  iron  dollar 
with  three  long  spikes  projecting  from  it,  in 
^larpened  points,  to  the  distance  of  eight  or  ten 
inches  from  his  person.  What  crime  had  led  to 
this  strange  method  of  punishment  I  did  not 
learn.  The  poor  man  not  only  suffered  the  an- 
noyance of  moving  about,  loaded  with  this 
heavy  collar,  but  he  was  effectually  prevented 
from  lying  down,  and  from  approaching  near  to 
any  person  without  the  danger  of  injuring  him 
with  the  sharp  points  of  his  iron  yoke. 

The  house  at  Vigilantie  was  very  inferior 
to  that  at  Essendam,  but  we  found  in  it  good 
£u:e,  and  an  honest  welcome.  Fowls,  milk, 
rice,  eggs,  and  various  other  dishes,  were  set  be- 
fore us  for  supper;  and  we  had  afterwards  some 
very  fine  Hollands ;  but  as  my  bad  Dutch  gave 
no  charms  to  conversation,  we  retired  at  an 
early  hour  to  our  hammocks. 

The  following  day  was  far  less  fatiguing  to 
us :  although  equally  busy,  it  was  broken  into 
more  varied  succession.  We  went  into  the  boat 
between  three  and  fpur  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  tide, 
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$o  as ,  to  reach  tl»  old  town  of  Amsterdam 
before  breakfast  We  accordingly  arrived  at 
seven,  in. time  to  take  coffee  with  Mynheet 
• — ^,  le  vieux  fisca),  with  whom  we  afterwards 
shared  a  more  solid  breakfast  4  la  Hollandoise* 
Our  visit  was  diVided  between  theJiscaU  and 
the,  doctor  (M.  Scholten),  both  of  whom  re- 
jDeivedns  with  great  urbanityi  and  invited  us  to 
prolcmg  our  stay  at  the  old  town» 

The  fiscal  is  61  yes^rs  of  age,  and  although 
his  youthful  days  are  past,  he  is  still  active  and 
alert  He  walked  with  us  to  M.  Scholten's^ 
,and  the  different  parts  of  the  town,  during  the 
morning,. and* was  very  animated  and  facetious^ 
meaning  to  be  good  company;  but  sadly. fa<> 
,tigued  us  with  an  incessant  flow  of  senile  gar^ 
^rulity.  He  knew  but  little  French,  and  ^U 
though  he  was  more  fluent  in  Latin^^  it  wa3 
neither  classical,  nor  always  intelligible*  At 
dinner  he  took  his  glass  rather  freely,  as  we 
afterwards  learned  was  too  commonly  his  cus* 
tom.  He  now  became  officious  and  troublesom^e 
in  his  attentions,  and  at  length  grew  unpleasant 
and  querulous.  He  professed  a  high  esteem  for 
the  £nglish|  and  his  civili  ties  to  us  bad  seemefl 
in  unison  with  his  professions.  He  drank 
bumpers  to  "George  the  Third  and  Old  England," 
but  on  the  health  of  the  Stadtholder  being  given^ 
as  we  had  intended  in  complimentary  return,  the 
mask  at  once  fell  off,  and  exposed  him  in  the 
BU  4 
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full  character  of  a  modem  leveller.  He  raved 
and  dwore^  called  himself  a  patriot,  and  de« 
clarcd  that  he  was  the  finn  frieni  of  HollaBd, 
adding,  ^  1  hope  again  to  see  Bat^a  a  great 
nation^  for  England  has  not  yet  conguered  all  the 
w>rldf^  But  still,  m  loud  noise,  and  with 
strange  inconsistency,  the  poor  oW  man  would 
drown  himself  in  bumpers  to  Georg*  III. !  It 
availed  nothing  to  tell  him  that  His  Majesty 
and  the  Stadtholder  were  friends:  he  would 
lose  his  senses,  and  sober  himself  again,  drink- 
hig  to  the  king  of  England;  but  nothing,  be 
persisted,  should  ever  compel  him  to  ewallat^  a 
drop  to  the  health  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 
His  nephew,  who  was  present,  was  very  much 
distressed,  and,  beggmg  us  to  accept  apologies 
from  him,  intreated  that  we  would  pardon  the 
conduct  of  his  uncle,  which  he  attributed  to 
the  royal  bumpers  he  had  taken.  We  could 
only  regard  his^ffUsions  as  the  harmless  ravings 
of  imbecility,  which  but  served  to  verify  the 
common  adage!  Before  dinner  his  sentiments 
were  disguised :  wine  tore  away  the  veil,  and 
in  deep  drinking^  the  intemperate  old  man  again 
became  a  child-«-was  ungui^^ded^  a(id  •  •  •'• 
fpake  the  truth/ 
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Berbi8che» 

Mynheer  Scholten^  although  not  so  advanced 
in  life  as  the  fiscal,  has  been  many  years  in  the 
colony,  busily  employed  in  the  practice  of  me- 
dicine^ and  acting  as  chirurgienmajor  to  the 
troops.  He  has  one  of  the  best  houses  in  thf^ 
old  town,  and  all  about  it  wears  a  degree  of 
order^  bespeakiAg  much  of  ease  and  independ* 
ence.  Madame  Scholten  appeared  to  be  a 
lively  pleasant  wopaan.  We  took  tea  with  her 
after  leaving  the  angry  i^/eta*-fiscaL  She  con- 
versed in  good  French)  and  seemed  inclined  to 
wit  and  humour.  M.  Scholten  is  about  to 
remove;^  from  the -old  town,  to  New  Amsier* 
dam^  so  that  we  have  a  prospect  of  seeing  tkif 
family  added  to  our  circle  of  society  near  the  fort, 
which,  in  this  thinly  inhabited  settlement^  wi)l 
be  a  great  acquisition. 

Old  Amsterdam^  as  a  town,  has  little  more 
to  recommend  it,  than  New  Amsterdam,  which 
is  only  now  growing  into  existence;  and.  tl^ 
latter,  with  regard  to  commerce,  has  every 
advantage  of  situation ; .  while  the  formqr,.  al- 
though many  years  established,  h(ks  no  sup^^- 
ority  to  claim  from  regular  stre^f,  handsomi 
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houses,  churches  or  other  public  edifices.  We 
were  conducted  to  one  large  building,  but  it 
vras  more  commodious  as  a  strong-built  store- 
house,  than  ornamental  or  splendid.  It  was 
erected  at  gteat  expense  by  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment, as  a  general  dep6t  of  stores,  only  a  few 
years  before  it  was  determined  to  abandon  the 
old  town ;  and  by  this  event  is  rendered,  in  a 
great  degree,  useless. 

In  our  walk  about  the  streets  we  met  with 
a  house  inhabited  only  by  Indians;  also  one 
possessed  by  a  party  of  manumitted  negro 
women.  Curiosity  led  us  into  both:  the  lat- 
ter Appeared  the  cleanest  and  best  ordered 
abode :  in  the  former,  the  family  were  lying  or 
sitting  about  in  listless  indifierence,  heedless  of 
"passing  events  and  occurrences.  We  purchased 
from  them  some  bows  and  arrows,  and  other 
specimens  of  Indian  workmanship.  Among 
the  group  we  remarked  a  half-naked  femaf^ 
whose  face  and  form  were  very  beautiful ;  and 
whose  fine  long  jet-black  hair  exhibited  the 
interesting  peculiarity  of  gently  waving  from 
the  lank  unyielding  straightness  so  universally 
observed  in  the  sable  tresses  of  the  natives  of 
Ax8  coast.         ^ 

On  preparing  our  persons  for  dinner  at 
the  fiscal  8  we  had  an  opportunity  of  remark- 
ing that  the  old  professional  association  of 
surgeon  and  barber  so  long  practised  m  England 
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wa$  ^ot  growQ .  obsolete  among  the.  Dotch% 
One  of   our  party»    in  the  mdokmre  of   the 
moment^    wishing  to    avoid    the   trouble  '  of 
smoothing  his  own  chin,  sent  into  the  town  for 
a  person  to  d^ave  him.     Quickly  appeared  the 
hospital-surgeon,  equipped  with  a  set  of  chinir* 
gical  instruments  and  tonsoric  apparatus.    He 
bowed  most  respectfully,  and  not  ungracefnlly^ 
pn  entering  the  room,    demanding  in  Iktin, 
which  of  us  it  was^  who  required  his  services; 
Struck  with  his   address  and    the  formidable 
appearance  of  his  case  of  instruments,  we  ima- 
gined that  the  slave  who  had  been  sent  to  fetch 
the   barber    had    committed    seme    mistake: 
but,  on  asking  the  question,  our  hero  of  the 
brush,  instantly  replied,   "  JVtwi,  domirdl    Sum 
chirurgthtonsor  r  then,  displaying  his  rdzor  and 
basin,  assured  us  that  he  was  more  attached  to 
the  operative^  than  to  the  other  branches  of  his 
profession.    Without  further  hesitation,  there^ 
fore,  two  brave  officers  submitted  ta  be  taken  by 
the  nose,   and  underwent  the  operation,    with 
much  ease  and  pleasantness,  from  tlie  dexterous 
hand   of  Mynheer    the  chirurgo-tomor ;  who, 
during  the  whole  process,  conversed  fluently  in 
Latin,  upon  me«j^ical  and  various  other  subjects. 
His  education  had  been  liberal,  and  he  was  not 
devoid  of  information,  either  literary,  or  pro- 
fessional: yet,  from  custom,  lie  did  not  seem  to 
feel  any  sense  of  humiliation  in  stooping  to  the 
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menial  office  oi  cleamng  tootber  man's  clna ! 
Siurh  is  the  force  of  habit  I  What  would  onr 
Xaglish  knights  of  the  scalpel  say  were  th^ 
called  upon,  in  these  enlightened  days,  to^hstoe 
even  the  most  dignified  of  his  majesty's  sub* 
jeetBi^ 

It  was  within  our  plan  as  recommended  by 
M.  Malsted,  after  passing  the  day  at  Old  Am- 
sterdam, to  proceed  with  the  evening  tide  to 
the  estate  Johanna.  We  held  it  a  fortunate 
eircumstance,  therefore,  that  we  met  with  M. 
Fenner,  at  M.  Schoiten's,  who  was  from  that 
estate^  and  whp  very  kindly  desired  to  be  our 
conductor  to  his  home,  an  offer  which  we  most 
l^dly  accepted*  Upon  entering  the  house  at 
Johanna  we  were  presented  to  a  party  of  six 
white  fonales,  Mrs.  Fenner  and  five  of  her 
friends.  Such  an  assemblage  of  backra  ladies 
we  had  not  met  since  our  arrival  in  South 
America:  but,  unhappily,  only  the  Dutch 
language  was  known  to  them,  which  prevented 
IIS  from  the]  full  enjoyment  of  their  society. 
Johanna  also  afforded  other  marks  of  European 
resemblance,  which  are  not  common  in  the 
cokmbs,  such  as  an  excellent  garden  laid  out 
and  cultivated  very  much  k  TAnglaise;  and  in 
the  fields  a  numerous  herd  of  cows  and  oxen. 
In  the  garden  we  saw  asparagus,  artichoke^ 
turnips,  cuamibers,  carrots,  French  beans, 
Cibbagesi    and     other    European    vegetables 
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gtowiug  in  all  tbe  vigour  of  a  mom  teoi* 
perate  dimate.    Jhe  vfuriouB  trofical  produe* 
tioqs  were  likewise  abundant    Some  of  the 
Walks  were  bordered  with  the  fragrant  Um% 
others  were  shaded  with  the  grateful  water- 
lemon,  or  the  grenadillo;  and  a  general  neat* 
Bess  with  an  unusual  freedom  from  weeds  pser 
vailed  throughout      This    well-manai^d  and 
productive  spot  was  cultivated  wholly  by  two 
hard«working  negroes,  each  havhsg  4>nly  iWf 
arm,   and  hence  M.  Fenner  wittily  observed 
that  the  labour  of  one  n^m  effected  it  alL 
This  was  an  uncommon  example  of  iadostry  ia 
slaves,  for  so  luxuriant  are  the  weeds  and  so 
rapid  the  vegetation  in  this  climate,  that  it  is 
always  difficult  to  maintain  the  soil  in,  even, 
tc^rable  neatness  of   appearaoce :    but,   here, 
two  single  arms  subdued  the  obtrusive  weeds, . 
and  kept  the  garden  in  far  better  order  than 
many  others  we  had  seen,  upon  which  the  time 
and  exertions  of  three  or  four  robust  blacks  were 
constantly  expended. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  we  were  q<m^ 
ducted  to  the  logis  to  see  the  slaves  who  wero 
engag^  in  the  occupation  of  ginning  cotton. 
The  building  was  very  extensive,  and  we  were 
led  by  way  of  a  gloomy  staircase  to  the  up|ier 
story^  where  the  blacks  were  all  employed  in 
one  deep  room,  which  ran  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  logis,  and  which,  from  the  scene 
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suddenly  breaking  upon  us,  created  strong  ideas 
of  the  fabled  regions  of  old  Pluto.  The  stairs 
opened  at  the  end  of  the  long  building,  so  that 
on  entering  the  room  the  eye  at  once  looked 
down  an  immeasurable  depth  of  glimmering 
light,  through  which  was  obscurely  seen  a 
multitude  of  naked  black  beings,  either  at  rest 
or  skipping  about  from  place  to  pkce,  without 
our  being  able  to  distinguish  what  was  their  em« 
ployment  As  we  approached  nearer  to  them, 
we  found  them  to  be  a  gang  of  negroes,  old  and 
young,  robust  and  feeble,  male  and  female,  all 
busily  and  variously  occupied  in  preparing  cot- 
ton, by  the  aid  of  one  faint  light,  suspended  in 
the  centre  of  what  would  otherwise  have  seem- 
ed an  interminable  gloom.  Some  were  sitting 
on  the  floor;  some  at  the  ginning  wheels; 
some  were  crouched  upon  their  haundies; 
others  standing,  aild  many  moving  about,  each 
according  to  the  varied  employment  of  ginning, 
of  beating  and  pulling,  of  fetchmg  and  carry* 
ing,  or  of  packing  the  potton.  Still  we  saw 
none  distinctly,  not  even  those  immediately 
near  to  us :  and  the  unusual  noise,  the  vartpus 
movements  of  the  negroes,  and  the  general 
confnsion  of  the  scene,  augmented  by  the 
feeble  light  of  the  centre,  and  the  impenetrable 
darkness  at  the  extremities  of  the  place,  so 
powerfully  called   to   piipd  the  dism^  f^bodo 


of  queen  Proserpine  and  her  grim  lord^  that  we 
could  not  divest  ourselves  of  the  impression. 

At  supper-time  the  usual  hospitality  of  tha 
colony  was'disptayedy  and  a  generous  plenty 
crowned  the  board.  A  party  of  thirteen  took 
their  seats  at  table;  where  a  lively  festivity 
prevailed^  until  a  late  hour,  when  the  ladies  left 
VB,  and  we  retired  to  our  faanmiocks. 
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We  rose  at  levm  o'dook.    Coffee  was  brought 
to  us  on  (jpiittiag  oar  hammocks^  and  at  nine 
was  set  before  us  a  more  substantial  repast 
Soon  afterwards  we  made  our  cong^  to  the  ladies, 
and  took  our  departure  from  Johanna.      We 
crossed  the  river  in  a  boat  belonging  to  M. 
Fenner,  the  negroes  having  been  sent  on  with 
ours  early  in  the  morning.    To  our  surprise,  on 
reaching  the  opposite  bank,  we  had  to  ascend 
a  hill,  which  to  a  Dutchman  might  have  seem- 
ed a  mountain ;  and  on  arriving  at  the  summit 
of  this  elevated  shore  we  found  slaves  and 
horses,  equal  in  number  to  our  party,  in  readi- 
ness to  conduct  us   to  Arends,    the  home  of 
Mynheer    Paiiels.      The   distance  was  much 
shorter  by  land  than  by  water:  our  negroes, 
therefore,  were  sent  round  with  the  boat,   by 
way  of  the  river,  in  order  to  meet  us  in  the 
evening; .  while  we  proceeded  on    horseback, 
across  the  woods,  and  savannas.    This  change 
in  our  mode  of  travelling  was  planned  by  M. 
Fenner,  and  it  not  only  afforded  us  a  pleasant 
variety,  but  relieved  us  from  a  tedious  and  un« 
interesting  journey  in  the  boat    The  first  part 


6f  6ur  ride  was  across  a  wide  plain  bordered 
with  heavy  forests,  and  exhibiting  all  the  rudc- 
itiess  of  primitive  nature:  next  we  ti'aviirsed  the 
deep  woods,  by  way  of  d  narrow  path,  fbl^ 
lowing  each  other  in  the  Indian  file :  then  we 
escaped,  again,  into  an  opeti  savanna,  more 
taried  and  Interesting  than  any  uncultivated 
spot  we  had  seen  in  the  colony.  As  we  were 
trotting  through  the  still  shades  of  the  forest; 
we  perceived  that  the  notes  of  our  cotiv^rsatioti 
became  unusually  soft,  and  rumbled  ih  gentle 
muftnUrs  amongst  the  trees.  Struck  with  thisi; 
unexpected  charm  of  our  voices,  we  were  in- 
duced to  sound  the  huntsman V  call,  and  the 
halloo  of  the  chase,  in  order  to  observe  the 
melodious  echo.  But  we  quickly  discovered 
/ifiat,  bowevei^  musical  and  delighting  in  the 
copses  of  England,  these  were  calls  of  danger 
in  the  woods  of  Guiana!  Our  friendly  conductor, 
M.  Fenner,  instantly  took  alarm,  and  begging 
Hi  to  desist,  desired  that  we  would  quicken 
our  pace,  and  be  still,  lest  we  should  bring 
down  the  Bush-negroes;  who,  if  they  should 
find  themselves  able  to  overpower  us,  would 
certainly  take  off  our  scalps,  an4  perhaps  not 
y  leave  us  our  beads !  Need  I  say  that  we  were 
obedient  to  our  guide,  and  rode  on  in  silence? 

Tile  accommodations  of  this  day's  journey 
yf^^  quite  West  Indian :  we  had  blacks  as  foot- 
lroL.1.  II 


4M  Kons  on  ms  wisr  ikdies. 

yagcn  holdiiig  by  die  horses*  acumes,  or  their  taib; ' 
and  each  slave  was  loaded  either  with  a  trunk  of 
dothei  upon  bis  head»  or  a  bottle  of  Madetm 
wine,  of  runi,  or  <^  water  in  his  hand  Lna- 
fine  to  yourself  the  picture  of  a  party  of  Eurc^ 
peam  riding  tiiroug^  the  wild  woods  and  savaar 
Has  of  South  America,  with  a  body  of  African 
ikves  mnniog  at  their  sides^  carrying  bottles  in 
thdr  hands,  and  trunks  on  their  heads,  and  you 
will  have  a  correct  idea  of  our  travelling  gio^p* 
The  negfbes  kept  pace  with  us  throughout  th* 
journey^  and  were  not  only  at  hand  to  give 
iis  drink  on  the  road;  but  were  likewise  in  nMuUr 
WM  to  supply  us  with  dry  clothes  on  oor  ar- 
rival* 

At  the  distance  of  about  nine  miles  from 
Johanna,  the  estate  Arrads  opened  suddenly 
to  our  view,  and  the  scene  became  ttausuaUy 
varied  and  European.  It,  in  some  df^grac^  re^ 
minded  us  of  £ngland-«-a  circumstance  which 
gave  it  additional  interest,  a6d  led  us  to  caor 
template  it  with  a  kind  of  filial  reapect^  Ixx^l- 
ing  down  from  high  land  we  saw,  below  ui^ 
a  rich  plantation  of  coffee,  cotton,  imd  cocoa» 
together  with  the  bouse  and  home  of  M.  Pai^eb»» 
On  descendmg  from  the  rude  plain  to  thia  finely 
improved  estate,  our  road  was  oontinued  ido0g 
a  fragrant  path  bordered  with  rows  of  otanges 
and  pines,  which  leads  across  Um  pUntation  up 
to  the  house. 
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Our  leception  at  Arends  Was  cordial  and 
fri^dly. .  We  found  M.  Pailels  to  fcje  a  man  of 
liberal  edmiation,  and  of  refined  manneri.  The 
house  and  environs^  indeed  the  whole  order  of 
the  home^  no  les3  than  his  personal  addressj 
indicated  an  improved  and  cultivated  mind^ 
We  took  dinner,  and  passed  a  few  hours  so 
pleasantly,  that,  we  regretted,  they  could  not 
he  tenfold  mult^pFied.  Jn  the  evenings  M. 
Pailtels,  with  his  own  boat  and  slaves,  undeiM 
took  to  condiict  the  party  to  M.  Heyne^ 
mannX  1^ -remotest  European  settlement  ol 
the  colony.  We  embarked  from  Arends  on  a 
]iarro\f  Hver  or  creek,  which,  at  a  short  distance 
from  thtf  estate^  falls  into  the  g^eat  river  Ber« 
bnche.  Oh  the  point  of  land,  at  the  angle 
formed  by  the  two  streams,  is  a  small  battery^ 
and  an  old  established  military  post>  which  it 
still  kept  up  by  a  Dutch  guard,  or  at  least  the 
semblance  of  it^  formed  of  a  few  antiquated  iii* 
vidids. 

The  journey  from  the  fort  to  M.  Heyne- 
mami's  afforded  nothing  of  interest  or  variety^ 
The  scenefy  was  a  dull  sam^ess  of  river  and 
forest:  \^ood  and  water  overspread  by  the 
asiire  canopy,  were  all  that  met  the  eye.  Wei 
were  two  hours  and  a  half  in  the  boat,  and  at« 
i^ed  at  M.  Heynemann's  just  as  it  Was  growing 
dark;  having  completed  our  expedition  from  the 
sugar  pkmtation  of  Mr.  Blair,  in  three  dsiys ; 

III 
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although  we  had  been  told  at  the  town  that  wt 
could  not  perform  it  in  less  than  ten.  More- 
over we  had  effected  it  with  the  greatest  ease, 
notwithstanding  our  having  been  assured^  by 
several  persons,  that  such  a  journey  could  not  be 
execute^  especially  in  the  wet  season,  without 
infinite  difficulty  and  fttigue,  if  at  all.  We  felt 
it  singularly  fortunate  that  M.  Fenner  was  of 
our  par^  to  M •  Heynemann^s,  the  latter  gentle- 
man not  speaking  any  language  but  Dutch,  and 
it  being  from  him,  particularly,  that  we  expected 
to  acquire  a  great  fund  of  informaticm,  as  well 
regi^ding  the  customs  and  manners  of  the 
Indians,  as  respiting  the  coi^ntry  and  its  na- 
tural productions.  He  had  been  chosen  king^ 
or  captain  of  a  band  of  Indians,  and  having  re- 
sided for  many  years  among  them,  was  better 
acquainted  with  their  habits  and  pursuits  than 
any  other  person  in  the  colony.  To  him  they 
frequently  brought  presents  of  whatsoever  they 
esteemed  rare  or  curious,  and  it  had  been  inti- 
mated to  us  that  he  had  accumulate^  an  exten- 
sive collection  of  specimens  in  natural  history; 
also  of  Indian  implements  and  appa^vtus.  We 
found  a  number  of  Indian  men  and  women, 
living  in  the  house  with  this  king*  of  the  dis- 
trict*  He  had  also  a  gang  of  negro  sla^ ;  so 
that  the  household  consisted  of  a  medley  of 
white,  copper-coloured,  and  black  inhabitants^ 
who  were  assembled  in  this  remote  corner^  from 
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three  different  quarters  of  the  glohe,  the  group 
being  composed  of  Europeans^  AfricanSi  and 
native  Americans. 

The  day  having^  been  spent  in  busy  occu- 
pation,  we  went  to  our  hammocks  very  soon 
after  supper,  in  order  to  rest  and  recruit  ourselves 
for  the  morrow's  fatigue. 


II  t 
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Unwhuno  to  lose  my  time  in  sleep,  I  rose  at 
an  earlier  hour  than  my  comrades^  and  had  the 
opportunity  of  inspecting  the  whole  of  M. 
Heynemann's  collection  before  breakfast ;  also 
of   hearing  his  observations  and  remarks  re- 
specting the  Indians,  with  whom  he  had  long 
been   in  habits  of  intimate  association.      At 
breakfast  Messrs.   Fenner,   PaAels,    and  Hey- 
nemann  planned  our  joume3rings  for  the  two 
or  three  succeeding  days,  informing  us  that  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  forest  in  their  native 
dwellings,   in  the  environs  of  an  old  estate, 
called  Savonette,  about  twenty  miles  higher  up 
the  river;  and  remarking  that,  according  to  the 
nature  of  our  expedition,  we  should  be  unable  to 
proceed  further  with  any  prospect  of  comfort  or 
gratification.   We  could  not  oppose  the  opinions 
of  these  gentlemen ;  therefore,  embracing  their 
proposal,  we  agreed  to  pursue  our  journey  to 
Savonette  with  the  evening    tide,    and  after 
i^siting  an  Indian  village,  and  the  other  curi- 
osities of  the  spot,    to  return  to.  M.  Heyne^ 
mann's. 
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Tlie  morning  was  {deasantly  ^tmt  in  e3»- 
mining  the  coUeotkm  of  Indian  canositiesi  and 
of  qiedmens in  natural  history;  but  more  espe* 
eially  in  hearing  M.  Hejrneinann  rekte  his  adven^ 
iunes  among  the  men  and  women  of  the  woodii^ 
whom  he  termed  Bucks  and  BwJceen,  tiieae 
being  the  names  commonly  given  to  tham  in 
the  colonies.  We  wese  also  amused  by  sedng 
M .  Heynprnann  and  one  of  the  Indians  shoot 
with  their  common  bow  and  arrow,  and  blow 
the  poisoned  arrow  at  a  mari^  from  its  tube. 
^The  accuracy  of  the  Bocks,  in  using  both  these 
weapons,  was  described  to  us  as  being  minute 
almost  to  a  wonder,  llie  commoa  arrow  em* 
ployed  in  their  wars,  or  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
gsune,  is  nearly  six  ft^jBt  long,  made  of  a  pecu- 
liarly stQught  and  fine  reed,  without  a  knot  or 
inequality  in  its  whole  length,  and  strengthened 
at  the  point  witb  a  piece  of  sharpened  bone, 
having  a  barb  at  one  side.  At  the  shaft  it  is  fur- 
nished on  each  side  with  a  piece  of  cut  feather, 
in  order  to  steady  it  in  its  flight  Sometimes 
a  thin  piece  of  hard  wood,  pointed,  and  cut 
in  many  notches  at  the  sides,  is  fastened  to 
the  reed,  and  forms  the  end  of  the  arrow :  but 
those  who  have  mixed  with  the  colonists,  for  the 
most  part  arm  the  extremity  with  a  sharp  piece 
of  steel.  Hie  arrows  used  for  striking  fish  are 
forked,  having  three  iron  points,  with  a  barb 

ii4 
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near  the  end  of  each,  Uie  middle  point  project* 
ing  considerably  beyond  die  others.  The  bo«r 
is  usually  two  or  three  inches  longer  dian  the 
arrow,  and  when  strung,  is  not,  at  its  greatest 
curvature,  bent  more  than  an  inch  and  a  half 
from  the  cord.  Various  kinds  of  wood  axe 
used  for  the  bows,  the  most  beautiful  of  which 
is  called  letter-wood,  a  name  which  it  hafr  ob- 
tained from  its  peculiarly  marked  appearance, 
being  richly  mottled,  as  if  stained  by  art,  and 
somewhat  resembling  the  skin  of  a  snake.  The 
string  is  made  of  the  silk-grass,  and  is  remark- 
ably strong.  An  Indian  can  bit  a  chicken 
with  tolerable  certainty,  at  nearly  a  hundred 
yards  distance.  He  is  very  particular  respect- 
ing his  arrow,  and  examines  it  with  great  care, 
in  order  to  ascertain  that  it  is  perfectly  straif^t^ 
before  he  attempts  to  use  it.  His  4ttitude> 
when  pulling  the  bow,  is  highly  graceful,  and 
exhibits  the  human  figure  to  much  advant$ge^ 

The  arrow  which  the  Bucks  are  iu  the* habit 
of  poisoning  is  made  of  a  light  hard  wood*  It 
is  about  ten  or  twelve  inches  long,  and  of  the 
thickness  of  an  oat  straw*  It  is  blunt  at  one 
end,  and  cut  to  a  point  at  the  other,  that  whidi 
is  sharpened  being  dipped  in  the  poison.  The 
manner  of  using  it  is  by  blowing  it  from  a  cy- 
lindrical tube,  about  seven  feet  in  length.  A  bit 
of  cotton  is  lightly  put  in  at  on^  extremity  of 
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the  tube,  tbe  arrow  is  dropped  in  at  the  other^ 
Mkd  falls  to  the  cotton ;  the  lips  are  then  ai>^ 
|>lied^  and  the  arrow  is  forced  forward  by  a  sud* 
den  puff,  or  jerk  of  the  breath,  and  is  thuf 
shot  to  the  distance  of  eight  or  ten  yards  with 
surprising  acxniracy.  So  expert  are  some  of  the 
Bucks  in  the  use  of  this  tube,  that  at  twfitve 
or  fourteen  feet  distance,  they  will  strike  tbe 
arrow  almost  to  a  certainty  upon  the  edge  6f  t 
penknife  stuck  on  the  back  of  a  chair.  The 
tube  is  made  of  a  species  of  reed,  and  they 
are  very  carefnl  in  preserving  it  Indeed,  froiQ 
the  difficulty  of  finding  it  perfectly;  itrai^^ti 
a  good  one  becomes  highly  valu&ble  to  tbem» 
and  its  worth  is  enhanced  by  an  i<Me  hucy 
which  prevails  among  them  regarding  the 
cutting  of  ihp  reed.  It  commonly  grows 
in  wet  places,  or  wide  stagnant  marshes;  and 
superstition  has  stationed  an  evil«spirit  to  dch 
fend  it,  whence  t)ie  Indians  liave  the  appre- 
hension that  some  ill  must  befal  him  who  yenr 
tures  in  to  procure  the  reed.  This  weakness  has  * 
probably  originated  from  some  of  them  having 
he%a  injured  by  alligatcMrs  or  serpents«-ievil 
beings  which  commonly  inhabit  sudx-like  places. 
We  asked  many  questions  respecting  the 
poison  used  upon  the  arrows,  but  M*  Heyn«* 
mann  did  not  seem  to  have  possessed  himself  of 
the  secret.  He  described  it  as  a  compound  of 
ihe  juices  of  three  different  plants ;  but  he  had 
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oot  GonectlyaBcertqinM  theaiodo  of  j^mpaftAp 
it ;    nor  do  we*  karn  liiat  it  bao  ever  l^oeu 
IbfiMld  by  aoy  EbfppeBB ;  altiaDiigh  40in$  tfn- 
.  ¥ellem  bhve  described  ft  with  a  degree,  of  pfecft- 
Sfon,  iirbicb  might  seem  to  knply  a  l^U  aodccnh 
rect' kfiowledge  of  its  compositUMi.    It  is  a  v<h 
gdihble  extmct,  and  we  are  infocmei  tbat  iit  ^ 
unquestionably  prepared  ftem  several  4i£^rciBt 
plants,  somettmes  more,  and  sometiines  fiewef  w 
number,  but  whether,  in  either  case,  aU  that  aie 
nsed  are  necessary  to  the  efficacy  of  (he  poiGMm 
is  a  dabionS'  queetkm.    Its  fatal  eflSects  are  ofir 
tain  and  almost  k^stantaneow,  proviided  the  n^i- 
iratest  partkbk  of  it  mixes  with  the  bLoo|cJi»  Yo^ 
ilready  Icnow  that  a  quantity  of  thttpoiaon,  t^s 
lieen  ebnied  to  England,  and  that  ^c^erimen^, 
made  with  it  in  Z^ondon,  have  proved  the;  nu- 
dity tmd  certainty  widi  which  it  destroys  aniia^ 
life. 

M.  Heynemann  gave  ns  a  plentiful  dinner, 
ami  sweetened  its  flavour  with  an  un^fiTected  wel- 
come. He  expressed  himself  much  grati6ed 
that  we  had  made  so  long  a  jotimey  to  visit  him ; 
and  confirmed  his  professions  by  his  obliging 
conduct,  and  Ins  bounty  inentertainiia^  us»  In 
the  afternoon  we  lost  our  kind  conductors,  M, 
Paiiiels,  and  M.  Fenner,  who  left  us  in  order  to 
return  to  their  Pi»pective  homes,  but  not  until 
they  had  earnestly  enjoined  us  to  repeat  our  vi* 
trits  at  Arends,  and  at  Johanna*  on  our  way  down 
the  river.    Being  thus  deprived  of  our  friendly 


iaterpreters,  M.  Heynemann  sought  to  remedy 
th^  evil  by  calling  to  our  aid  an  old  non-cotn« 
missioned  officer,  who  ^ad  acquired  a  knowledge 
of  our  languagei  from  having  been  in  the  £ng*. 
lish  service  during  the  American  war.  Attended 
by  this  aged  soldier,  we  set  off  by  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening  for  Savonette,  the  late  home  of  M. 
Heynemann,  where  he  hsul  long  resided  amidst 
whole  tribes  of  Indians,  and  received  honors  as 
their  captain  or  chief.  Under  his  directi<Hi» 
many  of  them  had  been  taught  to  labour,  and 
although  without  much  of  industry,  the  planta* 
tion  Savonettt  had  been  cultivated  principally 
by  the  Sticks.  Studious  to  promote  our  com^ 
fort,  the  generous  Heynemann  had  put  into  our 
boat  some  food,  ^nk,  candles,  and  other  ne^^ 
tessaries  for  the  journey.  One  of  our  party 
being  seized  with  a  fit  of  affection  for  2ihand* 
wme  Indian  specimen  which  he  had  seen,  pleaded 
sickness^  and  declined  proceeding  with  us  to  Sa« 
vonette:  but  the  nuffor  domo  discovering  the 
nature  of  his  complaint,  pleaded,  in  his  turn,  tho 
necessity  of  attending  the  sick^  and  remained  be^ 
hind  likewise,  in  order  to  administer  die  kind  of* 
fices  of  hospitality. 

The  effect  of  the  tide,  so  far  from  the  sea, 
was  very  inconsiderable,  and  scarcely  sufficed 
to  counteract  the  current  of  the  river :  hence 
this  stage  of  our  journey  became  a  heavy  labour 
to  the  slaves.    The  day  soon  clo^  in,  and. 
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being  enveloped  on  each  side  by  the  impenetrable 
gloom  of  the  forest,  we  moved  slowly  along  the 
litaipid  surface,  amidst  all  the  solemn  stillness  of 
Bight  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  when 
we  reached  the  Indian  plantation  (if  so  I  may 
termX  Savonette,  having  been  nearly  eight 
houn  in  the  boat,  and  much  of  the  time  in  the 
dark.  This  was  a  sadly  tedicHis  sitting,  but  we 
were  relieved  from  the  fatigue  of  it,  part  of  the 
time,  by  lighting  a  candle,  and  amusing  our-^ 
lelves  with  our  book&. 

We  regretted  the  lateness  of  our  arrival  the 
less,  on  account  of  its  a£fording  us  an  opportu* 
nity  of  seeing  some  of  the  Indians  as  they  were 
sleeping  in  their  hammocks,  and  observing  their 
manner  of  disposing  themselves  to  rest  for  the 
night 

On  quitting  the  boat,  we  ascended  what, 
in  this  country,  might  be  called  a  hill,  and  pro« 
ceeded  to  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  M. 
Heynemann,  which  is  situated  upon  a  more 
sound  and  dry  soil  than  is  common  on  the  bor- 
ders of  this  riven  Near  to  the  water  was  an 
Indian  hut,  built  like  the  comm6n  sheds  of 
England,  the  roof  only  being  covered,  and 
the  sides  left  entirely  open*  Desirous  of  wit- 
nessing their  mode  of  sleeping  in  their  native 
dwellings,  we  made  no  calculations  of  peril,  on 
the  score  of  unexpectedly  disturbing  these  rude 
inhabitants  of  the  woods  in  the  night;  but  with-* 
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out  hesitation,  entered  the  house,  and  advanced^ 
with  our  light,  close  up  to  their  hammocks.   lu 
the  middle  of  the  hut  was  burning  a  small  fire 
of  wood,  immediately  over  which  were  suspend**^ 
ed  three  hammocks,  made  of  the  bark  of  a  tree^ 
and  open  like  net-work.      Two  were   placed 
abreast  very  near  to  the  fire,  and  the  third  di- 
rectly above  the  others.     In  one  of  the  lower 
was  lying  a  naked  Indian  mant  ever  the  side^ 
of  the  others  were  hanging  several   legs  and 
arms,  and  two  heads,  which  we  discovered  to 
belong  to  a  boy  and  a  woman,  who  were  lying 
naked  together  in  the  same  hammock :  in  the 
upper  one  was  another  man  with  his  long  legs^ 
projecting  out,  soliciting  his  share  of  influence 
from  the  fire  below :  but,  from  the  breeze  being 
freely  admitted  at  the  sides  of  the  hut,  it  wai^ 
manifest  that  the  fire  was  more  intended  to  pro- 
'  tect  them  from  insects,  than  to  add  to  the  beat 
of  this  almost  equatorial  climate*    We  rambled 
about  until  three  o*clock,  availing  ourselves  of 
this  moment  of  unexpected  vbitation,  to  gratify 
ourselves  with  all  the  variety  in  our  reach.  We 
looked  .into  every  hut  we  met  with,  and  ob- 
served the  above  to  be  the  common  mode  of 
taking  rest  for  the  night.     It  was  matter  of 
surprise  to  us  to  find  how  little  these  people 
were  incommoded   by  our  sudden,   and  noc* 
^turual    appearance   among   the^i.     They  ex* 
pressed  no  concern  at  pur  presence*  nor  evinced 
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tbe  slightest  appcefaensiaii  dr  curiosity  n^ 
garding  ua.  Not  so  with  Vandyke  a  hardy 
Dutch  soldier^  whom  M.  Heyncmann  had  sta^ 
tioned  at  Savonette,  as  a  kind  of  manager^  and 
deputy  post-holder,  in  order  to  take  charge  of 
the  estate,  and  maintain  a  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  naked  inhabitants  of  the  Bush.  This 
man,  like  the  Bucks  themselves,  was  living  al- 
most in  a  state  of  nature^  Tbe  natives  of  the 
forest  were  his  only  companions,  and  from  some 
of  his  habits,  it  might  tiave  seemed  that,  in  their 
society,  he  had  forgotten  the  duties  of  civiliza* 
tion :  yet,  in  his  general  conduct,  he  was  atten- 
tive  and  jespectfal,  and  appeared  to  possess  the 
soft  feelings  of  humanity.  No  European  resided 
nearer  to  him  than  at  M.  Heynemann's^  and 
the  few,  who  were  there,  he  seldom  saw }  no- 
thing therefore  could  exceed  his  surprise,  on 
waking  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  finding  a 
party  of  officers^  armed,  and  in  scarlet  uniform^ 
standing  at  his  bedside.  You  will  imagine  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  he  gave  credit  to  his  senses, 
or  believed  that  he  was  actually  awake.  AU 
though  I  carefully  remailced  the  expression  of 
bis  countenance,  his  incoherent  replies,  and  all 
hk  agitated  movements,  you  will  better  con- 
ceive the  effect  of  such  a  visit  upon  his  mind 
than  it  is  possible  for  the  pen  to  describe  it 
Vandyke's  bed,  like  the  couch  of  the  Indians, 
tras  a  simple  hammock,  and  only  differed  from 


tbeix^  in  h^ng  nlade  of  cottcm  instead  of  l3i# 
l^kof  a^tiee.  .  Inanotkerliamiiiodcxjktse^hitt 
aifk^.  :W9s  lo^Qg  {L  Baked  ladim  \mmah,  ^whom^lit 
b«d)8d6oted'fn>iii  the  woods  as/hfe  wi&«  She 
appeared  to  be  ill,  and  ive  wsm^led  to^uik  sonie 
questions  regarding  the  means  of  procuring  her 
medical  relief,  when  Vandyke,  with  an  air  of 
nonchalance^  instantly  replied,  ^^  Och  !  als  zy 
ziek  is,  moet  ik  eene  ai^ere  hebben,"  which  may 
be  thus  translated,  **  when  she  grows  sick,  I  turn 
her  into  the  woods  and  take  another/^ 

Vandyke  was  too  much  astonished  at  our 
unexpected  appearance,  as  well  as  too  much  a 
soldier,  to  remain  quietly  in  his  hammock,  while 
he  saw  a  party  of  officers  unprovided ;  he  rose, 
therefore,  very  quickly,  and,  conducting  us  to  the 
best  room  he  had,  set  before  us  such  fare,  as  his 
scanty  means  enabled  him  to  collect,  and  kindly 
bade  us  welcome;  then  pointed  out  to  us  some 
hooks,  whereon  to  suspend  our  sleeping  births  for 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  Our  chamber  very 
much  resembled  an  old  bam.  The  repast  pre- 
sented by  Vandyke  was  cassada  bread,  with 
Hollands  and  water :  but  the  hospitality  of  M. 
Hejmemimn  had  prevented  us  from  being  thrown 
upon  the  humble  fare  of  Savonette-^ompared 
to  which  our  boat  was  a  .luxurious  larder. 

The  convenience  of  hammocks  was  never 
greater,  nor  more  striking  than  upon  this  occa* 
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•ion.  In  sach  an  apartment  beds  or  mattr^seft 
would  have  been  objects  of  terror  to  us,  but  sm^ 
pended  in  our  netting,  we  |ay  in  comfort; 
bidding  defiance  to  lizards,  thkk  cobwebs,  dir^ 
venniHi  and  all  other  annoyances. 
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Berbifche. 
Caosr  anticipation  tracing  in  my  mind  all  that 
we  were  to  see,  hear,  and  acquire  at  Savonett^ 
I  had  scarcely  closed  my  eyes  before  it  was. time 
again  to  c>pen  them.  The  period  allowed  to  us» 
by  the  arrangements  of  Messrs.  HeynemanOi 
Fenner,  and  Paiiels,  was  very  limited ;  fearing^ 
therefore^  to  lose  the  smallest  portion  of  the  aL> 
lotted  hourSj  I  was  up  and  abroad  before  mj 
companions. .  It  was  seven  o'clock.  Vandyke 
had  risen  with  the  sun,  and  now  came  to  ofier 
himself  to  our  command.  Our  non-commissioned 
interpreter  was  also  ready,  and  obedient  to  our 
Vrill.  As  soon  as  my  comrades  left  their  ham- 
mocks, we  took  our  breakfasts  of  coffee  and  cas^ 
sada-bread ;  and,  without  further  delay,  set  forth 
into  the  woods,  in  search  of  the  Indian  town ; 
to  visit  which  was  the  great  purpose  of  our  jour- 
ney to  Savonette. 

JBntering  the  forest,  the  first  thing  that  at- 
tracted our  notice  was  a  cluster  of  wild  pioes^ 
growing  ten  or  twelve  feet  high.  Our  path 
was  good.  Although  pleasantly  shaded  at  each 
side,  it  was  not  so  narrow  as  to  confine  ns  to 
the  usual  Indian  file.     It  more  resembled  the 
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open  ridings  which  embellish  the  woods  of  Eng- 
land, The  scene  was  new;  and  every  object 
created  a  lively  interest.  Expectation  was  arr 
denty  and  on  the  point  of  being  gratified. 
It  was  a  walk  of  nearly  a  mile  to  the  Indian 
to^n.  Feeling  anxious  to  avoid  every  possible 
cause  of  offence,  we  begged  of  Vandyke  to 
instruct  us  in  such  rules  of  conducti  as  it  might 
be  proper  to  maintain  towards  the  naked  tribe ; 
but  he  did  not  cotsider  any  precautions  neces- 
sary: bemg  himself  familiar  with  these  natives 
of  the  woods,  he  left  us  to  our  own  discretion, 
and  assured  us  a  civil,  if  not  a  polite  reception^ 
On  our  arrival  he  led  us  directly  into  the 
simple  buildings  which  are  used  for  houses. 
No  ceremony  was  obsewed :  neither  rapping  at 
the  door,  nor  ringing  at  the  bell  was  required. 
*^  Parlez  au  Suisse'*  offered  no  impediment,  nor 
delay.  Vandyke  advanced,  and  the  party  was 
at  once  amidst  th^  family.  You  will  believe 
that  our  attention  was  active.  Nof  a  bouse,  a 
hut,  or  a  hammock  escaped  us.  Not  an  article 
of  furniture,  not  an  implement,  or  utensil ;  not 
a  step  of  ground ;  not  a  movement,  or  a  look  of 
any  inhabitant  was  disregarded.  We  hunted 
through  every  corner  and  place,  taking  up  some 
things  in  our  han^s,  inspecting  others,  and  as- 
sailing Vandyke  with  questions  concerning  all. 
The-B«c**  were  gone  into  the  forest  tocut  wood, 
tl^e  Buckem  and  their  children  b^ing  l^t  at  home* 
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Most  of  the  women  were  engaged  in  one  part 
orotherof  the  process  of  preparing  the  poisonous 
cassada  into  food.    Wishing  to  see  them  ih 
their  different  employments,  we  hastened  from 
hut  to  hut  in  the  idea. of  coming  upon  them,, 
before  their  occupations  were  interrupted  l^ 
the  surprise   which  we    thought  it  probable 
might  be  excited,  from   the   unes^pected  ar- 
rival of  a  party  of  clothed  strangers,  among 
them.    But  on  this  head  we  need  have  had 
no  anxiety.     Not  an  individual  suffered  ^y 
interruption  from  our  presence.    The  curiosity, 
by  which  we  were  actuated,  was  in  no  degree 
reciprocal;  for  scarcely  did  any  one.  take  the 
trouble  even  to  look  towards  us!   We  passed 
through  their  huts,  and  around,their  persons,  in 
a  manner  unnoticed;   and  they   continued  at 
work,  or  unemployed,    precisely  as  we  found 
them!  Whether  on  their  legs,  whether  seated,  or 
lying  in  their  hammocks,  so  they  remained ;  no 
observtble  change  being  induced  by  our  visit    ^ 
Added  to  other  gratifications  it  was  in  part 
our  object  to  collect  specimens  of  natural  pra> 
duction,  or  of  Indian  workmanship.     In  our 
varied  assemblage,  was  a  small  and   beautiful 
little  animal,    called  the  lion-monkey;   also  a 
Laba^  which  in  appearance  somewhat  resembles 
the  hare.     Its  flesh  is  esteemed  the  most  deli- 
cious food  of  the  country ;  the  taste  of  it  ap^ 
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proathes  to  a  m\xjed  flarour  of.  the  hare,  and 
very  ddic^te  pork.  It  is  dressed  without  oasipg; 
th^  skin  being  considered  the  favorite  part.  This 
is  very  thick,  and  in  cooking  becomes  gelatinous, 
like  the  Calves  bead,  or  turtle*  The  Indians  scald 
off  the  hair  or  fur,  then  cut  the  body  in  pieces,, 
and  stew  it  in  cassada-jnice,  seasoning  it  very 
highly  with  capsicum.  Thus  prepared,  it  is 
extremely  good,  and  if  it  could  be  bad  in  Lon-. 
doDj  might  form  a  dish  not  unworthy  theno* 
tice  of  a  mansion-house  purveyor. 

Many  fine  bows  and  arrows  were  among 
the  collection  which  we  procured  at.  this  forest 
village.  In  one  of  the  huts  I  fixed  my  eye 
upon  a  small  pair  which  appeared  to  be  ex- 
tremely delicate,  of  exquisite  workmanshipy 
and  by  far  the  finest  specimen  of  the  kind 
we  had  met  with.  I  wished  to  show  them  to 
my  friends  in  England ;  and,  taking  them  into 
my  hand,  resolved  to  purchase  them  if  possible. 
But  I  was  disappointed,  by  an  unexpected  cir^ 
cumstance,  which  very  much  interested  me, 
and  which  I  shall  ever  remember  with  plean 
sure.  Holding  the  bow  and 'arrow  to  the 
naked  woman  of  the  house,  I  was^about  to  offer 
money,  my  pocket-handkerchief,  or  my  neck* 
cloth  in  exchange  for  them;  when  a  littlfe 
copper-skinned  urchin,  almost  covered  with 
long  black  hair,  broke  out  in  such  pi^us  be* 
wailings,  that  (although  to  have  had  them  I 
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wout4  hav^  ^iv^^iUxBQfitAny  article  of  .tny  a,pT 
fai!elX  I  Waa,  ^t/OB/ee,  divejted  from /every 
thought  of;  possjQsaiog  them.  I  felt  liiat  no 
terms  cojuld  indtiee  Boeto  take  tbeiDv  if  at  the 
expense  of  the  tears^  and  broken-^h^aFt^^  t^^^^ 
«6)om.of  the  yoimg  archer  to  whom  they>he- 
iooged.  Still  I  (ymi  that  I  was  cru^l  eQQugh  to 
prolong  f^e  Jittle  iJogne*s  cries  and  fears,  by  aa 
experiment  lipou  the  mother.  I  wisihed  tq 
ascertain  the  sentiment^  of  an  inhabitapt  of 
the  rude  fbrest  upon  such  an  occi^ion ;  and 
to  observe, what  would  he  the  conduct  exhibitr 
ed>  under  tiie  circuinstancea  of  z  son's  distress'; 
I  persevered,  therefore^  in  my  seeming  attempts 
to  prevail  on  the  woman  to  let  me  have  the  bow 
-a^xd  arrow:  but  she  was  true  to  ndture;  and 
her  child's  happiness  Mra^  the:  first  object  of^ior 
parent-breast  i  No  offeiw.no .  inducement  cc944 
tempt  her  to  barter  her  son's  peace^  If  her  4^ 
infantas  peace  was  to  be  the  price^  nothing  was 
adequate  —  nothing  could  ^  compensate !  ;  The 
little  distoressod  boy  hung  abdut  myknees-r^raa 
.to  his.  fnotherr-^held  up  an  inipk>ring  hand^^ 
bnd  uttered!  sad  cries  of  aiHi^tion. .  I  ttsisreed, 
ibr';a  time,  itbe  impulse  of  my  feelings*— 4if- 
playedto  therwocnan  my  hEEindkerchief,  and  t^y 
pocket-book  -r-  ofered  her  money  — *.tried  to 
sooth  ;her  stmi  and  ffaighed.  ev^ry  means  of  per* 
sbasion : '  hiit  all  «in  Ttin* !  She  4*emained  infley  j 
ibte^f    Her  child  iRas  unhappy,,  and  With  his 
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comfort  there  coald  be  bo  Gompromise.  tt  w«l 
enough!  The  experimeHt  w^  made;  and  I 
Mras  delighted  to  find  that  m  the  wild  wood»  the 
sacred  laws  of  nature  were  not  subordinate  tA 
alU  subduing  interest 

I  had  no  desire  further  to  tantaliM  th# 
little  weeping  fellow,  or  his  affectionate  mo- 
ther, therefore  gave  him  the  bow  and  arrow, 
and  made  him  happy-^^ompenaating  the  afflic* 
tion  I  had  caused  him,  by  the  pocket-handker- 
chief which  I  had  offered  as  the  purchase  of  his 
arms.  His  grief  instantly  vanished;  but  he 
*fiew  to  his  mother,  and,  clinging  to  her,  did 
not  again  venture  from  her  side,  whilst  we  re- 
mained in  the  hut 

Further  ei(amples  occurred  to  us  evincing 
the  powerful  operation  of  the  affections  among 
these  uncivilized  people.  One  of  the  women 
pointed  out  to  our  observation  the  grave  of  her 
son ;  a  youth  who  had  destroyed  himself  because 
the  mother  of  a  young  buckeen^  of  whom  he  was 
enamoured,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  let 
\Am  take  her  daughter  for  his  wi&.  Thus  the 
wily  €upid  would  seem  to  wield  his  bow-with 
equal  prowess  amidst  tiie  simple  beings  of  the 
forest, '  as  among  the  more  pampered  swains  of 
erowd^d  society.  The  son  of  our  afflict^  bucl(* 
cen  was  young,  and  his  attachment  as  pure  as 
it  was  ard^it  and  disinta^eated*  Without  the 
adored  object  of  hU  affections  life  was  insim^ 
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portable,  and  he  resolved  n6t  to  survive  thd 
disappointment :  deprived  of  his  heart's  choice, 
existence  lost  all  its  charms,  and  he  yielded 
himself  a  victim  to  despair !  These  liide  peopte 
lionored  the  sentiment  In  sad  grief  his  parents 
'deplored  their  loss,  and  the  inhabitants  of  every 
hut  lamented  the  fate  of  the  youthful  lovef. 
An  additional  instance  of  natural  aflRsotion  and 
attachment  occurred  in  the  solemn  observance 
paid  to  his  remains,  which  as  an  ever-dear  and 
sacred  deposit,  were  entombed  within  the  cham- 
ber where  his  afflicted  parents  dwelt ! 

Like  all  other  tribes,  who  are  ignorjint  of 
the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  civilisation, 
the  Indians  of  Guiiina  procure  their  food  from 
the  rivers,  the  sea,  and  the  forests.  They  hat^ 
nbanimds  domesticated,  nor  any  grain  or  roots, 
except  the  cassada,  brought  into  cultifvationi; 
and  hence  they  depend  very  much  upon  tte  for- 
tune of  the  chase  for  subsistence;'  A  small 
species  of  deer,  called  wirrebocerra,  the  laba,  and 
the  armadillo  are  among  the  animals  they  most 
esteem/  Crabs  and  varioos  kinds  of  fish  are  also 
much  used,  partictilarly  the  former,  which  th^ 
find  in  great  abundance  in  tiie  muddy  margins  of 
the  rivers  j  especially  at  the  parts  wjiera  dieyopen 
into  the  sea,  Wl|$n  forianate  in  the^chase,  they 
indulge  their  natural  indolence  by  lying  in  their 
hammocks,  most  of  the  time,  until  their  provi- 
i^tws  are  expended :  and  when. the  supply.  oIqk 
K  K  4 
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tained  by  the  bow  and  arrow  is  less  plenti^^  or 
when  their  hunt  in  the  woods  happens  to  prove 
unsuccessful,  they  find  a  resource  in  erabs  and 
cassada,  which  may  be  capsidered  their,  staple 
articles  of  consumption.  Indeed  the  latter 
may  be  called  their  rtaff^  of  life,  for  it  offers  fL 
resource  when  they  fail  in  the  chase,  and  becomes 
to  them  what  plantains  are  to  the  negroes  of 
these  colonies,  or  potatoes  to  Irish  peasant#. 
Being  the  only  vegetable  they  cultivate,  it 
h  usually  planted^  in  a  rough,  and  irregular 
manner,  near  tx^  their  huts.  Very  commonly 
they  prepare  their  food,  in  the  form  of  pepper- 
pot;  their  favorite  dishes  being  crabs,  or  lab^i, 
ftteHred  with  cassada*juice,  ^nd  seasoned  ex- 
tremely hot  with  ned  pepper. 

I  can  give  testimony  to  both  of  these 
bfnng  very  rich  and  good ;  perhaps  in  point  of 
flavour  thiB  pepper-pot  of  crabs  claims  the  pre- 
ference ;  but  either  might  be  a  feast  for  an  epi- 
cure. In  one  of  the  huts  we  saw  part  of  {m  ar- 
madillo^ which  had  been  broiled  or  roasted  in 
its  shell*  In  appearance  and  taste  it  was  not 
very  unlike  young  pig.  Water  is  their  common 
^rink,  but  they  sometimes  ute  a  fermented  U* 
QQor  called  fmprrce,  which  they  make  from 
cassajia.  This  is  iatoxicatingi  and  Itas  «tHne  re* 
femblance  to  beer. 

The  huts  are  us^^y  consiructed  like  that 
which  \fe  <faw  near  the  |andiiig<f  |ace  at  S^vq^ 
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nette*    I  hope  to  show  you  a  model  of  them  on 
voy  return^  having  the  promise  of  one,  made  by 
the£i^A^,  with  furniture  complete.    At  theviU 
lagesome  of  the  huts  were  closed  in  at  the  ends; 
others  were  left  entirely  open.     The  foofs  were 
neatly  thatched  with  the  leaf  of  the  coco-nut  or 
the  mountain-cabbage.     Near  to  the  cabins  that 
were  inhabited,  we  observed  at  detaclied  build* 
iDg  enclosed  on  all  sides,  forming  a  single  roomt 
into  which  light  and  air  were  only  admitted  at 
the  door-way.     Upon  inqufiry  Ave  learned  that 
this  was  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  aick— not  a$ 
an  hospital,  but  as  a  temple  of  incantation,  fof 
the  purpose  of  expelling  disease.    Their  su- 
perstition leads  thein  to  attribute  sickness  to 
witchcraft,  or  the  visitation  of  some  evil  spirit 
-like  the.  Oheali  pf  the  Africans;  and  having 
faith  in  spells,  they  make  little  decorated  in- 
struments, of  tender  rushes  about  a  foot  long, 
which   the  physicians,  or  priests  called  Pyeis^ 
employ,  together  with  other  magical  implements, 
as  wapds  to  drive,  out  these  demons  of  ill,  which 
they  term  Yowahoos.    The  Pyei  i«  thought  to 
possess  a  peculiaV  influence  over  the  Yowahoo  ; 
.and  by  means  of  dissimulation,  and  supersti- 
tious forms,  the  sick  and  his  friends  are  made 
to  believe  that  he  holds   an   intercourse  with 
him,   previous  to  removing  the  effect  of  his 
malign  visitation  from  Jus  patients.     The  build- 
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ing  seems  better  calculated  for  their  more  na- 
tural  remedy^  the  hot  or  vapour  bath,  which 
they  contrive  by  throwing  water  upon  a  large 
heated  stone^  and  enveloping  the  sick  person  in 
the  steam* 

Around  the  village  the  wood  had  been  par- 
tially cleared  awjiy,  and  the  scenery  of  this  in- 
teresting spot  was  much  improved  by  several 
eows  coming  out  of  the  thick  part  of  the  forest 
to  broM^te  about  the  open  space.  They  were  the 
T^roduce  of  a  herd  originally  brought  by  M, 
Heynemann  to  Savonette. 

After  having  gratified  our  curiosity  by  a 
long  visit,  and  a  minute  inspection  of  every 
thing  worthy  of  notice  at  the  Indian  town,  we 
were  led,  through  a  close  and  narrow  path,  de^ 
void  of  any  turning,  either  to  the  right  hand  op 
the  left,  into  the  profoundest  shades  of  the  fch 
rest.  The  way  was  difficult,  and  we  were  corner 
pelled  to  follow  each  other  in  single  file,  through^ 
out  the  whole  length  of  our  walk  ;  which,  from 
the  closeness  of  the  wood,  the  narrowness  of 
the  path,  and  th^  consequent  defection  of  the 
breeze,  was  distressingly  hot  and  oppressive. 
The  object  from  which  we  were  to  expect  com<i 
pensation  was  ...•...«  tree!  We  had  strong 
apprehensions  that  the  sight  of  it  might  not  be 
an  adequate  reward  for  so  fatiguing  a  walk,  but 
we  had  thrown  ourselves  upon  the  judgment  of 
Vandyke,  desiring  him  to  okmduct  us  to  all  that 
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might  be  gratifying  to  strangers;  we  tberefoiie 
marched  opy  in  tacit  obedience,  ^^^y.^g  upon 
his  guidance;  and  our.  perseverance  W4s  amplj 
reconnpensed  by  viewing  the  great  c^ief  of  thi^ 
fi>rest--«an  enormous  tree  of  the  Tonquin-beaq^ 
vhich  appears  in  lofty  and  majestic  truQl^  ex* 
tending  its  higb-exalted  foliage  above  the  hosts 
of  aspiring  mats  that  surround  it    Tbebo(|jf 
forms  an  immense  perpendicular  pillar  rising. to 
the  height  of  70  or  30  feet  before  it  tlxrows  out 
^  shoot  or  a  bud>  then  spreading  its  wide-ex* 
panded  branches  in  proud  canopy,  so  elevated  ^ 
to  protect  from  the  r^ach^  and  even  to  conceal 
from  the  eye,  the  nuts  which  contain  its  sweet- 
scented  beans*    Viewipg  this  huge  tree  ^itb 
regard  to^  its  straight  and  perpendicular  txnvJ^ 
its  immense  bulk,  and,  ^bove  all^  its  prodigious 
height,  it  may  be  considered  ^  one^f  the  fin^t 
specimens  of  vegetable  production  growing  on 
the  face  of  the  globe*     In  beauty  and  grandeiir 
it  is  equalled  only  fay  the  stately  inountain-cab- 
bage,  whose  noble   trunk^  and  fine  palmated 
foliage,  stand  unrivalled  in  the  vegetable  world* 
The  trees  grow  to  a  size,  ip  these  forests, 
not  easily  to  be  imagined  by  persons  who  have 
seen  only  those  of  th^  moi^  temperate  climate 
of  Europe*    They  are  tall  and  stately,  and  con- 
tain a  great  proportion  of  timber,  in  consequenqe 
of  running  up:  to  an  imn^nse  height  before  they 
thrown  off  their. branches.    U  is  often  4^^^ll^' 
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and  not  unfreqneirtly  impossible  to  reach  tUetr 
fruity  or  foliage.     The  Toiiquin-4bban  tr^  wbeft 
growing  out  of  the  forest,  selcloin  attains  to 
Ifiis  grandeur  of  form:   it  branches  off  at  a 
shorter  distance  from  the  ground,  and  in  its 
growth  more  re^mbles  the  English  asb ;  thb 
Bark  b  somewhat  like  the  po{><ar,  and^  the  leaven 
Ksemble  those  of  the  pear.  The  one  we  saw  had 
been  drawn  up  to  an  unusual  height,  by  growinj^ 
in  i  crowd,  and  was  indebted  to  health  and 
years  for  its  extraordinary  bulk.    The  ndts  co»« 
taiQing  the  fragrant  beans  are  abunidantly  pleii* 
^ifol  in  the  forest,  and  may  be  picked  up  in 
hushels  under  the  trees,  at  a  certaiii  season  of 
•the  year.'    While  we  were  gazing  at  this  vege- 
table giant,  Vandyke  cut  on  its  bark  the  initials 
of  our  names,  and  the  date  of  our  visit :  this 
necessary  ceremony  being  duly  performed,  we 
trod  our  way  back,  by  the  nantjfw  path,  to  the 
residence  of  our  friendly  guide>  and  there,  most 
gladly,   made  a  resting-place-    But  Vandyke 
was  allowed  no  respite,  for  we  still  beset  him 
whh  hosts  of  questions.     When  he  had  satis- 
fied otir  inquiries,  and  we  learned  that  Savonette 
offered  qo  further  novelty,    we    i^eSMm^  our 
seats  in  the'  boat,  and  returned  to  the  abode  of 
the  hoipitable  Heynemann,   Vandy ke  presented 
us  with  a  young  Kiwibi,  an  antm^al  which  bears 
*'8ome  resemblance  to  a  pig,  and  is  about  the  size 
of  kiatge  cat, -having  a  nty  long  tail,  -tfftarked 


with  alternate  rings  of  black  and  white  hain 
He  also  gave  us  several  specimens  of  Indian 
implements,  most  of  which  I  hope  to  bring  to 
England.  Some  of  the  Indian^  follow^  us  to 
the  water*side,  and  put  into  our  boat  large 
baskets  filled  with  fine  water-lemons,  which  they 
had  gathered  from  the  woods. 

On  our  qiutting  the  shore  Vandyke  hc^ 
nored  our  departure  with  the  firing  of  cannon* 
He  was  a  soldier,  and  in  addition  to  other  ciyi*. 
lities,  felt  a  pride  in  showing  to  officers,  whp 
visited  him,  every  mark  of  military  respect.  We 
were  the  more  pleased  with  the  complimfsnt,  at 
it  afforded  us  an  unexpected  opportunity  of 
bearing  the  enchanting  echo  from  the  forest. 

We  were  in  time  to  take  a  late  dinner  with 
Mynheer  Heynemann,  and  in  the  evening^ 
according  to  the  plan  laid  down  for  us,  we  pror 
ceeded  to  Arends.  M.  Paiiels  was  from  home, 
but  we  found  the  best  arrangements  of  the  fa- 
mily ordered  for  our  accommodation.  We  were 
sumptuously  entertained  by  a  young  gentleman^ 
the  friend  of  M.  Pailels ;  and  at  night  were  con- 
ducted to  very  excellent  bed-chambers,  fitted 
up  more  in  the  style  of  European  accommoda- 
t^ion  than  any  we  had  s^en  in  the  colony. 
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Berbiididsf 

The  generous  Heyncmanu  ap^ared  much  gnr-^ 
tified  by  the  satisfaction  we  eiptessed  ourselves 
to  have  experienced  in  Our  visit  at  Satronette, 
and  in  our  acknowledgments  of  the  civil  atten- 
tions of  his  deputy,  Vandyke.  He?  was  parti- 
cularly pleased  at  the  interest  which  he  said 
I  seemed  to  take  "  respecting  every  object; 
and  every  circumstance  in  this  retnote  part  of 
the  world,"  and  so  devoted  himself  to  the  means 
of  indulging  me,  that  I^was  compelled  per- 
emptorily to  arrest  the  liberal  hand  with 
which  he  would  have  bestowed  multiplied 
marks  of  his  favor — to  the  injury,  ind  almost 
the  extinction  of  his  own  collection.  At  first 
I  had  freely  pronounced  my  admiration  of  such 
things  as  were  calculated  to  call  it  forth,  but  I 
soon  discovered,  that  to  admire  what  I  saw  was 
to  tax  his  liberality;  for  if  he  o»ly  heard  me 
breathe  approval,  or  but  perceived,  by  my  eye, 
that  I  liked  any  specimen,  it  was  instantly  mine. ' 
He  gave  me  samples  of  various  gums,  nuts,  and 
woods  employed  in  medicine  by  the.  IndianSi 
idao  crystals,  bows  and  arrows,  Indian  paddles, 
niusical  instruments,  instruments  of  war,  io^* 


|>1ein(iit8  of  household  furniture,  used  by  the 
Bucks,  and  a  variety  of  oth^r  curiosities :  in« 
deed,  if  I  could  have  persuaded  myself  to  have 
taken  all  that  he  offered  me,  I  might  have  fitted 
up  a  small  museum ;  but  I  could  not  reconcile 
the  idea  of  trespassing  upon  such  kindness,  and 
therefore  positively  refused  many  specimens  of 
which  I  observed  that  he  had  no  duplicates,  and 
which  I  felt  it  possible  he  might  afterwards  la-^ 
ment*  Hb  was  equally  liberal  in  all  his  atten- 
lions,  and  seemed  desirous  to  explain  to  me 
whatever  I  wished  to  ask.  You  will  believe 
that  I  had  less  reserve  in  my  questions^  than 
in  the  acceptant;e  of  his  offerings,  and  that 
I  was  happy  to  call  forth  the  observations 
and  remarks  derived  from  his  kmg  and  familiar 
intercourse  with  the  Indians.  At  his  present 
abode,  and  at  Savonette  he  had  resided,  during 
many  years,  in  the  appointment  of  post- holder, 
having  constant  intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
and  forming  the  connecting  linik  between  them 
and  the  colonists* 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  Dutch  government 
to  expend  a  certain  sum  annually  in  the  purchase 
of  blue  cloth,  beads,  ribands,  hatchets,  and  otiher 
implements,  and  ornaments  to  give  to  the  In- 
dians ;  a^d  it  was  made  the  duty«of  the  person 
placed  at  the  most  remote  esta^  of  the  colony^ 
to  associate  with  them,  and  to  cultivate  their 
friendship,  ia  order  to  prevent  acts  of  hostili^. 
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on  their  part,  iind  to  secure  to  the  colonists  tfao 
peaceable  possession  of  the  territory  which  they 
bad  appropriated*  Hence,  from  situation  and 
appointment,  as  well  as  from  natural  disposi* 
tion,  abundant  opportunities  had  offered  to  M» 
Heynemann  of  intermixing  freely  with  the  In* 
dtans,  and  observing  their  most  retired^  as  well 
as  their  more  exterior  habits.  Possessed  of  en- 
terprising talents,  and  a  certain  hardihood  of 
mind  and  frame,  together  witli  affidble  and  coq-» 
ciliatoty  manners,  he  was  peculiarly  qualified 
for  the  trust  which  had  been  so  long  confided 
to  him.  He  associated  with  the  BuckSy  adopted 
their  cnstoms,  insinuated  himself  into  their  good 
opinion,  and  became  so  entirely  one  of  them* 
selves^  that  at  Savonette  they  elected  him  their 
chief  or  king;  and  he  could,  at  any  time,  as- 
semble them  in  a  body  of  several  hundreds,  in 
military  array,  and  appear  as  captain  at  their 
bead. 

This  was  a  novelty  which  he  ofiered  to  ex- 
hibit to  us,  if  we  would  consent  to  prolong  our 
visit,  or  would  repeat  it,  giving  him  only  a  few 
days  notice  of  our  coming.  I  regretted  ei:* 
tremely  that  it  could  not  be  in  my  power  to  ac- 
cept either  of  these  proposals.  It  was  a  high 
compliment  offered  to  us,  and  what  I  should 
have  particularly  enjoyed;  but  I  had  only  a 
short  time  to  remain  at  Berbische,  and  dared 
not  hope  for  another  long  absence. 
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M>  Heynemann  is  a  persda  of  great  zeal|^ 
activity  and  exertion.  With  qonsiderable  pene^ 
tration,  he  possesses  much  of  perseverance^ 
but,  from  the  want  of  a  liberal  education,  his 
observations,  though  valuable,  are  loose  and  un- 
digested— devoid  of  arrangement  and  scieatific 
correctness;  and  evidently  not  the  result  of 
any  systematic  train  of  inquiry.  Governed  by 
chance,  and  with  no  specific  object  in  view,  his 
pursuits  and  remarks  are  not  so  conducted  as  to 
promote,  essentially,  the  advancement  of  oa- 
tural  science ;  but,  a  man  of  high  literary  ac- 
quirements would  be  less  fitted  perhaps  for 
the  post  which  M.  Heynemann  has  so  long 
filled  with  credit  to  himself,  and.  advantage  to 
the  colony.  I  should  have  been  much  gratified 
to  have  prolonged  our  visit,  and  with  regret 
bade  adieu  to  this  generous  chief  of  the  naked 
tribes. 

Although,  from  my  short  stay  among 
them,  you  cannot  expect  aQ  elaborate  disquisi- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  the  native  possessors  of 
these  extensive  forests,  you  will  demand  a  pass- 
ing word  on  such  prominent  points,  concerning 
them,  as  more  immediately  strike  the  eye.  I 
may  therefore  tell  you  that  the  Indians  who  in- 
habit this  part  of  the  South  American  coast  are 
.  of  four  tribes  or  nations,  the  Arrouwacs,  the 
Accawaus,  the  Warrous,  and  the  Charibbees* 
The  Charibbees^  or  Charibsi  as  they  are  mors 
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^cqaeEMy  called,  are  the  tallest  men,  and  of  tbe 
most  warlike  aspect.  Those  we  hare  seen  of 
the  other  tribes  are  rather  short,  but  in  general 
well  formed ;  aldiough  their  figure  denotes  more 
of  sttbttanoe  than  of  gracefulness.  They  are 
of  a  bright  bay  colour,  their  hair  jet  black, 
long,  and  straight  In  common  they  are  rather 
personable,  and  their  features  are  more  indica- 
ttve  of  mildness  than  ferocity;  for,  altboagh 
in  some  of  them  the  lines  of  the  Tartar  face 
vmy  be  traced,  the  character  more  generally 
denoted  by  the  countenance  is  that  of  gende* 
Mss  and  tranquillity.  The  eyes  are  Tery  black, 
tbqr  BXt  smalli  distant  from  each  other,  and 
deep  in  the  orbits.  The  cheek-bones  stand  a 
little  wide,  but  they  are  not  strongly  prominent; 
the  fiurdiead  tenda  to  squareness  of  form,  and 
the  eyebrows  are  heavy.  The  nose,  though 
not  decidedly  aquiline,  when  viewed  in  profile 
somewhat  approaches  that  shape ;  the  mouth  is 
of  middle  uze;  th^lips  of  moderate  thickness; 
the  teeth  small,  white  and  regular ;  the  chin 
round;  the  angles  of  the  lower  jaw  some* 
what  wide :  from  all  which  you  will  pereeive 
that,  the  face  ia  rather  broad  than  round,  al^ 
though  the  contour  approaches  more  to  the  cir- 
cular than  the  long  or  oval.  We  did  not  ob- 
serve, among  them  any  resemblance  of  the  flat 
nose,  the  wide  mouth,  thick  lips,  or  larg^ 
teeth  of  the  negroes. 
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Their  necks  are  thick/and  for  the  most  part 
not  sufficiently  long  so  be  graceful.  The  chest  is 
high  and  full ;  the  shoulders  square,  going  off 
at  nearly  right  angles  from  the  neck.  The 
limbs  are  fleshy  and  robust  Upon  the  whole, 
they  may  be  said  to  be  of  the  figure  usually 
denominated  square-made,  and  consequently 
their  form  denotes  more  of  strength,  than  of 
gracefulness,  or  agility.  Still  there  is  a  differ- 
ence between  them  and  the  strong-marked 
muscular  subjects  of  colder  and  more  moun- 
tainous regions.  Among  the  Nindians  of  Gui- 
ana, the  rough  lines  denoting  strength  are 
concealed  in  consequence  of  the  interstices 
between  the  muscles  being  so  filled  with  fat  as 
to  give  a  general  smoothness  to  the  surface; 
and  from  the  same  cause,  the  fine  action  of  the 
different  muscles  becomes  less  obvious,  when 
they  are  in  motion,  or  under  any  exertion. 
Hence,  although  an  Indian  be  square,  full, 
and  robust,  still  hjs  appearance  does  not  convey 
precisely  that  idea  of  strength  which  attaches  to 
the  rough  and  muscular  frames  of  the  North ; 
and   yet  his   form  is  more  unlike  that  of    the 


negroes. 


It  has  happened  to  me  to  have  frequent  op- 
portunities of  seeing  parties  of  Indians,  aud  t>f 
Africans  standing  naked  together,  and  I  have 
always  remarked  a  striking  distinction  in  their 
persons.  The  negroes  have  longer  necks,  and  a 
t  l2 
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&er  fall  of  the  shoulden  Their  chest  is  not  sa 
full  and  open.  The  limbs  are  not  so  stout, 
but  thinner,  and  longer  in  proportion  to  the 
body.  The  form  of  the  Indians  appears  close 
and  compact,  while  that  of  the  negroes  is  more 
loose  and  slender,  and  more  indicative  of  the 
languor  arising  from  the  heat  of  climate. 
The  projecting  curvature  of  the  tibia,  so  com- 
mon to  the  Africans,  does  not  prevail  among  thjs 
Indians.  The  difference  of  countenance  is 
still  more  remarkable  than  the  difference  of 
form ;  but,  as  the  negro  face  is  familiar  to  you, 
I  need  not  enter  into  a  more  minute  detail  of 
the  discordant  features. 

The  Indians  wear  no  clothing,  except  a 
band  tied  round  the  waist  and  bi^ught  between 
the  legs  to  fasten  before ;  such  as  I  have  men* 
tioned  to  be  in  use  among  the  negroes  of  these 
colonies.  This  is  worn  both  by  the  men  and 
women.  Some,  who  have  visited  the  colopists, 
have  it  made  of  blue  cloth:  but  those  who 
have  hot  had  the  same  opportunities  of  pro- 
curing cloth,  make  it  of  the  bark  of  a  tree. 
Sometimes,  instead  of  this  band,  the  women  use 
'a  small  apron  about  three  or  four  inches  square, 
which  being  tied  round  the  waist,  and  left  to 
hang  loose  before,  serves  by  way  of  a  Jig-leaf. 
These  aprons  they  call  kways.  Among  those 
who  have  associated  with  the  colonists,  the 
kway  is  occasionally  made  of  small  beads  of  dif- 
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ferent  colours^  ingeniously  put  on  threads  of 
cotton,  or  of  the  silk-grass,  so  as  to  give  the 
apron  the  appeamnce  of  being  woven  in  a  va- 
riety of  figures.  This  is  used  as  high  dress,  and 
is  much  valued.  It  happened  that  I,  one  day, 
met  a  young  buckeen,  thus  ornamented,  walk- 
ing with  her  mother,  and,  being  desirous  to  add 
a  sample  of  the  kway  to  my  collection  of  spe- 
cimens, I  made  signs  to  the  parent,  meaning  to 
ask  if  she  could  procure  me  one ;  when,  with- 
out the  slightest  hesitation,  she  took  off  that 
which  was  before  my  eyes,  and  presented  it  to 
Hie :  the  young  lady  very  modestly,  but  with'- 
out  blushes,  supplying  its  place  with  the  pocket^ 
l)a^dkerqhief  which  I  gave  her  in  exchan|;^ 


It  9 
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Fboh  the  inactivity  of  the  Indians  they  are 
generally  seen  to  be  enbonpohUf  and  this,  as  I  re- 
marked before,  gives  them  a  certain  equality 
of  form,  and  of  surface;  but  their  skins  have 
not  that  velvet  softness  so  common  to  the  ne* 
groes.  Their  bodies  are  peculiarly  free  from 
hair.  Possessing  an  idea,  that  it  is  more  be*- 
coming  not  to  have  any  hairs,  except  upon  the 
head,  they  are  in  the  habit  of  pulling  then)  out 
from  the  chin^  the  breast,  the  armpits,  and  other 
parts.  The  general  smoothness,  thus  given  to 
the  surface,  has  led  some  travellers,  who  have 
been  ignorant  of  the  cause,  into  the  error  of 
considering  this  to  be  their  natural  appearance; 
and  hence  have  arisen  the  strange  opinions  that 
they  differed  from,  Europeans,  and  were  in  this  re- 
spect a  peculiar  race  of  the  human  species.  The 
instrument  used  for  eradicating  the  hairs  is  a 
small  piece  of  wood  partially  split  Those  who 
intermix  with  the  colonists  often  employ  a  bit 
of  wire,  twisted  into  a  spiral  form, 

From  the  beat  of  the  climate,  and  the  fa- 
cility of  procuring  food,  the  Indians  of  Guiana 
are  naturally  indolent,    Jn  fiveiy  quarter  of  (h^ 
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globe  the  great  incentive  to  ii^dustry  is  either 
necessity,  interest,  or  ambition*  Labour^ 
simply  as  such^  is  no  where  a  natural  impulse. 
It  is  the  effect  of  our  realf  or  imaginary  wants* 
Among  the  natives  of  these  woods,  it  springs 
from  necessity  alone,  and  ceases  wit})  the  imtee* 
diate  occasion  which  calls  it  forth*  They  have 
no  interest  in  the  accumulation  of  property  f 
and  thetef<M^  do  not  labour  in  ord^r  to  obtain 
wealth.  They  live  under  the  most  pf»iect 
equality,  and  hence  are  not  impelled  to  in** 
dvstry  by  that  spirit  of  emulation,  which,  in 
society,  leads  to  great  and  unwearied  exerti<m^ 
Content  vrith  their  simple  means,  they  evince 
no  desire  to  emulate  the  habits,  or  the  occupa? 
tions  of  the  colonists :  but,  on  the  contraryi 
seem  to  regard  their  toils  and  customs  with  a 
sense  of  pity  or  contempt  I  have,  occasionr 
ally,  seen  parties  of  them  looking  on,  when  bur 
soldiers  have  assraibled  to  go  through  the  va** 
rious  evolutions  of  their  exercise;  and  the^f 

'  always  regarded  tbem  with  a  quiet  indifference; 
or  indicated  by  ^heir  features;  a  sort  of  cotx^ 
teniptuouspity,  which  was  sometimes  expressed 

^  by  a  significant  look,  that  seemed  to  say,  *^  Ay, 
foolish  peo{$le!;yQu  take  vast  pains  with  these 
things :  but  we  dio  them  n^ucb  better^  with  io«» 
fi^tely  less  trouble.** 

They  lare  veiy  fond  of  drinking  rum,  and 
eagerly  pwidlow  i6  to  intoxication.    But  thejf 
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oh^Tve  a  kiDd  of  method  in  their  drunkenness^ 
for  when  they  come  down  to  the  towns  in 
bodies  of  considerable  number,  it  is  remarked 
that  half  the  party  will  freely  devote  to  Bac- 
chus, whilst  the  other  half  carefully  refrain,  in 
order  to  watch  the  helpless ;  and  these,  when 
restored  by  sleep,  are  observed  to  take  thar 
turn  of  watching,  and  to  guard  their  late  pro^ 
lectors  through  similar  visits  to  the  deities  of 
turbulence  and  repose.  They  have  no  pleasure  in 
long  sipping,  but  swallow  large  draughts  of 
rum,  or  drink  quickly  glassful  after  glassful,  till 
they  are  unable  to  move. 

The  Indians  are  excessively  arbitrary  and 
despotic  towards  their  women.  Polygamy  is 
practised  among  them.  Each  man  takes  as  many 
wives  as  he  can  conveniently  maintain.  They  are 
^eiy  jealous,  and  commonly  appoint  the  senior 
of s  their  wives  as  a  spy  or  guardian  over  the 
conduct  of  the  others;  but,  as  a  spice  of  iutrigue 
has  found  its  way  even  into  the  wild  woods, 
it  is  said  that  means  have  been  foqnd  to  convert 
the  old  Duenna  into  the  best  channel  of  obtain^ 
ing  an  introduction  to  the  junior  branches  of 
the  harem. 

All  the  domestic  labour  is  done  by  th« 
femalesi,  and  in  their  joumeyings,  from  place  to 
place,  the  women  are  made  to  toil  under  the 
burden  of  whatever  they  may  have  to  trans-^ 
Itort    ThuS|  in  removing  from  any  atfpde.  to 
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take  up  a  new  home,  the  different  articles  of 
fiimiture,  and  all  the  little  variety  of  impte* 
ments  and  utensils  are  placed  upon  the  hacks  of 
the  women,  who  follow  in  silent  train,  bending 
under  a  heavy  load,  while  their  imperious  lord 
marches  on  before  unincumbelred. 

From  the  rigid  government  exercised  over 
them,  by  the  men,  the  women  appear  to  be 
sombre  and  reserved.  They  commonly  sit  with 
their  backs  towards  strangers,  and  remain  ia 
profound  silence  when  their  husbands  are  pre- 
sent In  their  absence  they  show  less  restraint, 
and  seem  disposed  to  cheerfulness  and  vivacity. 
Like  the  men  they  are  very  fond  of  rum,  an4 
drink  bumpers  in  rapid  succession  as  if  it  were 
only  water, 

I  have  observed,  that  notwithstanding  the 
great  heat  of  climate,  the  Indians  of  this  part  of 
South  America  are  not  of  the  same  meager  ap- 
pearance as  the  negroes.  From  their  habits  of  in- 
dolence a  portion  of  fat  is  deposited  under  the 
skin,  which  gives  them  a  soft  fulness  of  formj 
but  we  did  not  see,  among  the  people  of  the 
woods,  a  single  instance  of  the  heavy,  protrud- 
ing obesity  so  common  among  the  luxurious 
sons  of  civilized  society.  Figures,  it  is  true, 
may  be  found  *among  them  a^s  lean  as  hard^ 
toiling  slaves ;  but  perhaps  no  Indian  was  ever 
seen  palpitating  under  that  oppressive  pro* 
^^berance  of  fat,  which  the  bons  x^am  of 
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Europe^  and  particularly  tlie  btef-eatiog  subjects 
of  England  so  frequently  carry  before  dienL 
This  circumstance  may  tend  to  show  that  great 
obesity  is  only  the  effect  of  indolence,  or  good 
living,  or  of  both  acting  together ;  and  that  by 
a  due  observance  of  exercise  and  abstemiousness 
it  might,  in  all  cases,  be  prevented. 

Let  me  return  with  you  to  our  tour,  and 
tell  you  that  M.  Fenner  very  kindly  met  us  at  ^ 
Arends  in  the  morning,  with  a  fine  mule,  and  a 
whole  troop  of  slaves  and  horses  to  conduct  us 
1>ack  to  his  home  at  Johanna.   According  to  the 
usual  custom,  cofiee  was  brought  to  us  at  seven 
o'clock,  on  leaving  our  hammocks,  and  without 
waiting  for  a  iporq  substantial  breakfast,  we. 
went  round  the  plantation,  and  walked  to  see 
some  Tonquin-bean  trees,  which  were  growing 
upon  the  estate,  then  mounted  our  ponies,  and 
put  ourselves  on  the  marcli,  attended,  part  of 
the  way  by  M.  Mittelholster,  with  whom  we  ^ 
had  been  guests  for  the  night. 

The  party  formed  a  motley  group,  consist- 
ing of  Dutch  planters,  British  officers,  and 
naked  >  Africans  marching  across  an  immense 
waste  surrounded  with  wild  woods,  under  a 
scorching  and  vertical  sun,  with  M.  Pennei:  our 
friendly  conductor,  seated  upon  a  prancing 
mule,  leading  the  way  as  commander  at  the  head 
of  the  squadron.  His  grotesque  appearance 
would  haye  highly  diverted  ^ou  j  for,  wor^^^ 
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mzay  he  was  not  bs^rely  a  Hollander  on  boiBe* 
back,    but  a  gros-culottes  dressed  in  a  white 
coat  and  broad-brimmed  hat,  capering  upon  a 
slender  mule,   and   in    danger  of   falling  off 
at  every  step :    indeed   it  was  evident  to  the 
whole  corps,    that  if  they  should  venture  to 
move  quicker  than  the  Dutch  jDkm  graocj   their 
leader  would  soon  Jail  in  the  rear :  nor  had  we 
gone  far  before  our  fears  were  realized,  and  our  . 
decanted   conductor  seated  on  the   parterre; 
leaving  his  sprightly  mule  to  kick  her  heels  in 
air   across  the  wide  savanna.      Finding  that 
our  chief  had  fallen  without  being. wounded, 
the  whole  troop  was  quickly  engaged  in  a  chase 
across  ^  the  plain,    to  overtake^  their  captain's 
charger.      At  this  moment  a    rapid  thought 
winged  its  way  to  England,  and  I  wished  I 
could  have  placed  a  picture  before  you,  lepre* 
senting  your  friend  occupied,  amidst  a  group  of 
horse  and  foot,  planters,  officers,  and  slaves--* 
Englishmen,  AfricanSj  and  Dutchmen,^  scamper^ 
ing  over  a  wild  savanna,  enclosed  by  the  deep 
forests  of  Guiana,  in  pursuit  of  a  South  Atneri^ 
can  mule.      We  fortunately    surrounded    the 
apimal  before  she  had  made  her  way  into  the 
woods,  and  after  a  long  gallop  about  the  plain^ 
she  was  brought  back  into  the  ranks.    . 

It  now  became  a  question,  who  should  monnt 
our  captain's  steed;  for  Mynheer  Fenner,  though 
not  hiMTti  had  grown  pallid  and  nervous,  «nd  was 
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m  tnitb,  so  bad  a  horseman,  that  there  was  not 
the  least  probability  of  his  remaining  many 
viinutes  upon  her  back,  if  he  should  again  at- 
tempt to  ride  her :  and  to  leave  our  commander, 
cur  guide,  and  our  host  behind  us,  to  walk  to  Jo* 
faanna,  could  not  be  endured.  In  this  dilemma 
it  fell  to  my  lot  to  undertake  the  management 
of  the  frisky  mule,  throughout  the  remainder 
.  of  the  journey.  Whether  her  capering  fit  was 
subdued  by  the  chase  about  the  savanna,  or 
whether  she  preferred  an  English  to  a  Dutch 
rider,  it  were  of  no  consequence  to  determine  2 
she  carried  me  pleasantly  and  quietly,  and  we 
arrived  at  Johanna  without  any  further  disaster. 
On  our  way  we  were  conducted  to  an 
Indian  village,  built  at  the  edge  of  the  savanna, 
just  within  the  border  of  the  forest.  Very  few 
of  the  people  were  in  their  dwellings.  They 
were  engaged  in  the  chase,  in  search  of  pro- 
visitms,  or  had  concealed  themselves  in  the 
woods,  upon  seeing  us  approach.  In  one  of 
the  huts  yre  found  an  old  woman  wretchedly 
diseased,  left  quite  alone,  and  lying  naked  in  a 
hammocks  She  seemed  to  be  only  a  breathing 
ykeleton:  her  countenance  was  deeply  Hippie 
orotic  )  eruptions  and  foul  ulcers  disfigured  her 
body,  and  rendered  her  a  perfect  object  of 
horror;  she  was  unable  to  move — almost  to 
s^k,  or  to  respire,  and  exhibited,  altogether^ 
a  QK^t  striking  example  of  hum^n  miser^^ 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  huts  we  saw^ 
•omeof  the  fine  reeds  growing,  which  are^used 
by  the  Indians  for  making  their  arrows.  They 
app^eared  to  have  been  planted  about  the  village 
for  the  convenience  of  furnishing  a  ready  supply. 

In  our  ride  through  the  woods,  some  large 
trees  were  pointed  out  to  us  as  being  a  species 
of  wild  cinnamon.  The  bark  had  somewhat 
the  flavour  of  that  spice,  and  on  being  broken 
resembled  it  in  odour,  but  it  was  very  rough 
and  coarse. 

We  reached  the  Johanna  estate  three  hours 
before  the  negroes,  who  had  been  sent  round  by 
way  of  the  river  with  our  boat;  their  journey  by 
water  having  been  above  four  hours  longer  than 
ours  by  land,  notwithstanding  obr  delay  in  Sh^ 
savanna. 

Having  gone  to  t\\e  extent  of  our  expedi- 
tion, and  it  only  remaining  to  us  to  return 
down  the  river  amidst  the  same  unvaried  scenery 
which  we  had  passed,  we  became  anxious  to 
reach  New,  Amsterdam  and  the  fort,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  and,  therefore,  set  off  in 
the  afternoon  for  Fort  Nassau,  intending  to 
hang  our  hammocks  at  Mynheer  Scholten'3 
until  the  morrow.  But  in  this,  we  were  disap** 
pointed,  by  the  failure  of  the  tide ;  consequently, 
finding  at  the  dusk  of  evening,  that  we  were  not 
likely  to  arrive  at  the  old  town,  we  pursued  oujf 
marooning  system,  and  put  into  the  first  port 
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we  could  make.  This  happened  to  be  at  the 
plantation  Helvetia,  where  we  were  received 
with  great  kindness  and  civility  by  Mynheer 
Freindc.  Coffee  was  presented  on  our  arrival.: 
soon  afterwards  the  supper-board  was  plentifully 
spread;  and,  although  unexpected  intruders, 
we  found  excellent  accommodations  for  the- 
night. 

We  did  not  enjoy  the  society  of  Mynheer 
Freinde  so  much  as  we  could  have  wished,  in 
consequence  of  our  limited  knowledge  of  his 
native  language;  yet,  by  means  of  the  many 
good  things  he  gave  us,  he  made  himself  ex- 
tremely well  understood.  The  estate  is  large, 
and  is  the  property  of  Mynheer  Freinde  jointly 
with  three  other  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  re- 
sides in  London,  the  two  others  at  Amsterdam. 

I  might  have  remarked  to  you  that  at  the 
Johanna  plantation,  we  were  this  day  indulged 
with  the  luxury  of  having  two  young  negroes, 
a|id  an  Indian  jgirl,  placed  behind  us  waving 
lime  boughs  around  our  heads,  in  order  to  keep 
us  cool,  and  prevent  us  from  being  annoyed  by 
insects,  while  we  wereeatiAg  our  dinners;  and, 
in  addition  to  this  genera^  protection,  I  was 
farther  indebted  to  the  flattering  attention  of 
Mynheer  Fenner,  fdr  the  distinguished  honor  of 
having  a  separate  slave  stationed  at  my  elbow 
holding  an  Indian  fan,  with  express  orders  to 
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give  me  air,  and  guard  me  from  the  musqui* 
toes. 

We  led  Helvetia  with  the  early  tide,  in 
order  to  breakfast  at  the  old  town ;  and  accord* 
ingly  arrived  at  nine  o'clock  at  Mynheer  Schol- 
ten's*  During  breakfast  we  were  visited  by 
the  fiscal,  who,  looking  extremely  abashed, 
begged  us  to  believe  that  he  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  offer  multitudes  of  apologies,  for 
his  rude  behaviour  on  the  day  we  had  dined  at 
his  house,  adding,  that  he  had  been  greatly 
afflicted,  from  the  moment  he  had  been  told  of 
it ;  and,  in  explanation,  ascribing  all  his  loud 
noise  and  political  violence  to  the  leoelling  bum* 
pers  which  he  had  taken  of  claret  and  Madeira^ 
W,e  likewise  met,  at  breakfast,  another  of  the 
oldest  inhabitants  of  the  colony,  an  uncle  of 
Mynheer  Scholten,  whose  aged  and  venerable 
figure  commanded  great  respect  for  his  person, 
while  it  impressed  a  favorable  idea  of  the  salu* 
brity  of  the  climate. 

After  satisfying  the  calls  of  appetite,  we 
took  a  walk  into  the  town,  and,  in  the  courae 
of  t)ur  promenade,  had  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing a  very  beautiful  lion-monkey,  ftom  one 
of  the  handsomest  Indian  women  we  had  seen, 
and  who,  by  signs  and  gestures,  gave  us  to  un* 
derstand,  that  if  desired,  means  might  be  de- 
rised,  to  make  the  mistress  the  companion  of 
the  little  animal,  at  our  quarters  at  the  fort 

Before  noon  we  were  again  in  the  boat 
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pursuing  our  journey  down  the  river.  Having 
the  current  in  our  favor,  we  were  carried 
rapidly  on,  and  were  enabled  to  make  longer 
tides  than  when  going  the  opposite  way.  In 
proceeding  up  the  river,  the  slaves  had  found 
it  necessary  to  avoid  the  centre^  and  to  keep 
the  boat  as  near  as  possible  to  the  shore ;  but  in 
returning,  they  gladly  sought  the  middle  of  the 
channel,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
current  As  the  evening  approached,  the  return 
of  tide  overpowered  the  fresh-water  stream,  and, 
by  putting  a  stop  to  our  progress,  compelled  us 
to  seek  quarters  at  an  earlier  hour  than  we 
wbhed.  The  plantation  Daargradt  being  nearest, 
we  dropped  our  anchor,  there,  and,  without; 
ceremony,  took  up  our  abode  for  the  night 

This  is  one  of  the  colonial  estates,  and 
is  subject  to  a  question  of  sequestration;  it 
being  yet  in  doubt  whether  Daargr^c,  together 
with  some  other  plantations  similarly  circum* 
•tanced,  may  not  be  condemned  as  public  pro* 
perty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors.  The  estate 
is  extensive,  and  cultivated  by  a  numerous 
gang  of  slaves,  who  are  attached  as  stock,  and 
consequently  make  a  part  of  the  property.  My 
mind  anticipates  the  idea  which  suggests  itself 
to  you  upon  this  subject ;  but  you  will  not  ex* 
pect  that  I  should  offer  comments  upon  the 
protpMt  of  sharing  priMC-numey  from  such  a 
source. 
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The  uisual  difficulty  respecting  language 
would  have  occurred  to  us,  from  the  manager 
not  knowing  either  English  or  French;  but 
fortunately,  a  gentleman  whom  Iliad  met  at 
Mynheer  Ongre's,  happened  to  l>e  at  Daar- 
gradt,  who,  with  great  kindness,  undertook  the 
troublesome  task  of  interpreter ;  and  procured 
for  us  the  best  accommodations  of  the  house* 

We  went  early  to  our  hammocks;  but 
passed  a  sad  restless  night,  owing  to  our  beiag 
assailed  by  hosts  of  musquitoes,  whose  venom* 
ous  bitings  wholly  deprived  us  of  sleep. 
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IMMiGllt. 

iVe  rose  with  {he  sun  in  order  to  go  round  tlie 
plantation  and  the  negro  yard  previous  to  our 
departure,  and  before  ten  o'clock  we  took  our 
•eats  in  the  boat,  availing  ourselves  of  the  early 
tide,  with  the  intention  of  banging  our  hamr 
mocks  at  Mynheer  Roboloski's  in  the  evening; 
and  of  proceeding  oq  the  morrow  to  New  Am* 
sterdam.     M.  Roboloski  had  m^e  a  visit  to  the 
British  officers  at  the  fort,  and  had  very  piesi- 
ingly  invited  us  to  his  plantation;  which  we 
understood  to  be  situated  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  river,  between  Mynheer  Abbensets*  and 
the  town,  and  very  conveniently  for  becoming 
the  last  place  of  rest  upon  our  excursion.    A 
little  past  noon  ve  arrived  at  Essendam,  intendr 
ing  to  make  only  an  en  passant  call  upon  Myn- 
heer Abbensets ;  who  received  us  with  all  the 
kindness  and  cordiality  of  a  friend ;  nor  would 
he  bear  of  our  going  further,  but  insisted  that 
we  should  pass  the  remainder  of  the  day  with 
him ;  and,  the  more  effectually  to  reconcile  the 
delay,  he  assured  us  that  the  tide  would  not  cany 
US  so  far  as  M.  Roboloski's  by  night     Finding 
this  to  be  the  case,  we  yielded  to  his  kind  soli- 
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citations :  and  the  more  readily  From  ouf 
knowing  that  the  town  and  the  fort  were  still 
within  the  morrow's  journey;  besides  haviqg 
proved  by  experience,  that  neither  shore  of 
die  river  could  supply  us  with  more  desirable 
quarters.  Having  agreed  to  pass  the  night  at 
Essendam,  we  rested  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
made  an  excursion  across  the  river  to  offer 
thanks  to  M.  Schneider;  for  the  information  h« 
had  given  us  respecting  our  journey ;  and  to  see 
the  sugar- works  at  Mr.  Blair's  estate.  As  soob 
as  we  returned,  a  well-served  dinner,  with  plenty 
of  good  wines,  was  set  before  us :  and  the  gene- 
rous Abbensets  warmly  bade  us  welcome.  It  is 
not  the  custom  in  these  colonies,  as  in  England^ 
to  consume  the  whole  of  the  afternoon  over  the 
bottle.  Wine  is  taken  liberally  at  dinner-time^ 
and  the  party  withdraw  from  the  table  very 
soop  after.  At  M.  Abbensets',  cards  were  in* 
troduced  almost  as  soon  as  the  cloth  was  removed. 
When  the  sun  was  declining  we  engaged  in  a 
pleasant  promenade  about  the  plantation,  and 
proceeded  as  far  as  Sans  Souci^  the  adjoining 
estate,  to  call  on  Mynheer  Abbensets'  nephew. 

Soon  after  we  returned  from  our  walk,  the 
supper-board  was  spread,  and  to  crown  the  ev,en- 
ing,  some  very  fine  old  Hollands,  and  the  social 
pipe  were  introduced.  You  will  perhaps  be 
surprised  to  learn,  that  I  was  the  only  one  who. 
could  not  enjoy  this  part  of  the  repast :  most  of 
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tbe  officen  have  acquired  the  habit  of  smokii^, 
and  some  of  them  have  become  such  adepts  in 
this  very  dirty  and  inelegant,  however  social 
ciislQin,    that  they  can  already  drink  gin,  and 
w^ift*  a  pipe  or  sagar  almost  as   well  as   any 
Dutchman    of    the  colony!      You    will   pro* 
bably  envy  them  the  accomplishment  as  little 
as  I  do !     We  went  to  our  hammocks  very  soon 
after  supper,  hoping,  by  a  long  sleep,  to  relieve 
the  heavy  fatigue  of  two  disturbed  and  restless 
nights;  but  we  were  sadly  disappointed! — the 
tormenting  musquitoes  again  besieged  us,  and 
tl^e  third  night  proved  no  less  sleepless  than  the 
two  preceding.     The  heat  and  itching  from  for- 
mer bitings,  the  pain  of  new  and  acute  punc- 
.  tures,  and  the  still  more  wearisome  buzzing  of 
the  insects,  in  our  ears,  combined  in  such  utter 
annoyance,  as  not  only  to  deprive  us  of  sleep, 
but  of  all  ease  and  quiet.     Even  the  power  of 
lying  still  was  unattainable.     The    irritation, 
caused  by  tbe  pain  and  excessive  itching,  ren- 
/dered  us  quite  feverish,  and  with  the  weariness 
and  languor  arising  from  want  of  sleep,  made  us 
really  ill.     At  lengthj^  grown  impatient  of  suf- 
fering, and  finding  it  impossible  to  rest  in  our 
hammocks,  we  got  up,  walked  about  the  room, 
washed  witK  cold  water,  rubbed  ourselves  with 
orange-juice,  and  with  limes,  then  opened  the 
windows,  shook  onr  hammocks,  beat  about  the 
apartment  with  cloths  and  handkerchiefs,  and 


LETTER  LVIir.  ^33 

tried  various  means  of  driving  away  the  insects, 
and  obtaining  relief:  but  in  vain;  all  our  efforts 
failed  of  success;  and  we  were  copipelled  to 
drag  out  ^  most  wearisome  and  comibrtless 
night.  . 

We  left  our  rop^i  early  in  the  morning  op- 
pressed with  feverish .  f^elipgs, , and  a  sense  of 
general  stupor.  Out  eyelids  were  swoln  and 
heavy;  our  faces  infiamed  and  tumefied,  and 
we  were  almost  blind. 

We  breakfasted  with  M.  Abbensets,  and  at 
nine  o'clock  embarked  for  New  Amsterdam. 
The  negroes  tookjio  rest  between  Essendam  and  p 
the  town.  They  cheerfully  pulled  the  oars  for 
five  hours  without,  intermission,  in  order  to 
reach  the  landing-place  before  the  turn-  of  the 
tide ;  all  the  relief  they  sought,  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  time,  being  that  of  occasionally 
taking  up  a  handful  of  water  from  the  river, 
and  pouring  it  upon  the  oars,  to  prevent  them 
from  becoming  hot  and  dry;  and  thereby  blis- 
tering their  hands.  At  two  o'clock  on  the  23d 
of  June  we  finished  our  journey,  and  were  again 
safely  on  shore  at  the  government  landing-place, 
at  New  Amsterdam. 

You  will  feel  that  the  excursion  was,  al- 
together, one  of  high  interest  and  gratification: 
but  I  hav^  proceeded  in  such  minute,  and  (I 
fear  you  Avill  say)  tedious  detail,  that  very  little 
remains  to  be  offered  by  way  of  general  remark. 
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The  novelty  which  presented  itself  to  our 
observation  was  not  more  striking  than  the 
unbounded  hospitality,  which  welcomed  us 
at  each  place  of  calL  Although  unexpected  in- 
trudersy  we  were  every  where  received  with  a 
•ordlal  urbaniQr,  which  is  very  inadequately  ex* 
pressed  by  the  common  term  eivUity.  It  seemed 
to  be  the  study  of  all,  who  should  most  server 
and  oUige  us.  Not  satisfied  with  adminis- 
tering tl^  best  accommodations  of  the  hous^ 
whilst  we  remained  with  them,  a  generous  re* 
gard  for  our  comfort  extended  their  liberality 
yet  further,  and  they  either  q>en1y,  or  privately 
contributed  to  our  convenience,  by  adding  to 
our  travelling  supply.  Porter,  wine,  and  spirits, 
food  and  fruit,  and  plantains  for  the  negroes,  all 
found  their  way  into  the  boat  . 

Our  mode  of  travelling  was  in  itself  highly 
commodious,  and  afforded  many  facilities.  The 
party  sat  together  as  comfortably  as  if  in  a  smalt 
room  on  shore;  we  advanced  at  ease,  and  were 
scarcely  sensible  of  any  motien :  by  the  awning 
we  were  protected  from  the  sun ;  and  by  means 
of  the  open  windows  at  the  sides,  we  had  al- 
ways a  stream  of  cool  air.  Enough  of  space 
was  afforded  for  provisions,  wine,  clothes,  and 
all  other  stores  of  the  journey;  also  convenient 
stowage  for  whatever  specimens  we  might  col* 
lect.  Together  with  these  accommodations  a 
secure  harbour  was  found  for  the  boat  at  every 
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plantation;,  and  our  slaves  either  fed  themselves 
from  the  provisions  of  the  vessel^  or  foraged 
among  the  negroes  of  the  estates ;  so  that  we 
had  no  care  concerning  either  servants  Or  ksMle^ 
carriage  or  roads*  '  ^■ 

r  The  variety  in  point  of  scenery^  you  will 
have  perceivedi  was  not  very  great,  but  the  in- 
animate sameness  of  wood  and  water  was  plea* 
santly  relieved  by  the  occasional  openings  of  the 
diffident  plantations.  In  scnne  parts  of  the 
river,  the  water  was  singularly  gtill  and  clear, 
and,  with  its  forest  borders,  exhibited  a  novelty 
of  peculiar  feature.  Its  smooth  and  lucid  sur« 
face  fornied  a  perfect  mirror,  30  completely  re* 
fleeting  ^very  thing  around,  that  it  seemed  dif- 
ficult to  discQver  how  we  were  supported— -by 
what  means  suspended,  as  it  were,  in  the  caitre 
of  space.  At  the  sides  of  the  river  no  line  of 
termraation  could  be.  distinguished.  It  was  not 
seen  where  the  water  ceased,  or  where  the  land 
commenced ;  but  the  trees,  on  each  borderi 
being  within  the  edge  of  the  water,  were  so  dis* 
ttnctly  reflected  as  to  convey  the  semblance  of 
a  forest,  gtowipg  upwards  and  downward!  from 
^  same  roots.  The  boat  was  reflected  in  a 
simikr  manner;  as.  was  likewise  the  unclouded 
canopy  of  the  skies.  The  watery  medium  made 
no  impression  upon  the  eye;  bi}t  the  open  azure 
expanse  wi»  seen  the  same,  whether  we  looked 
upwards  or  downwards.    We  seemed  suspended 
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in  the  centre  of  a  hollow  globe,  having  the 
same  concave  arch  aboire  and  below,  with  an 
inverted  and  an  upright  forest  on  either  hand. 
At  one  spot  we  met  a  huge  mass  of  earth  re- 
iemlrting  a  small  island,  floating  down  the  silent 
river,  with  a  variety  of  plants  and  shrubs  grow- 
ing upon  it;  and  from  the  water  being  invisible, 
the  perfect  reflection  of  this  little  plantation 
gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  clump  of  young 
trefl^  calmly  moving  in  a  wide  Vacuum,  with 
each  plant  growing  perpendicularly  upward  and 
downward,  in  precise  resemblance.  If  we  held 
out  a  hand,  or  an  oar  over  the  side  of  the  boat„ 
the  same  was  seen  below,  without  discovering 
the  limpid  medium  between  them.  In  short, 
we  seemed  only  to  move,  like  our  globe  itself, 
in  ethereal  space. 

The  difficulties  which  many  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  colony  had  urged,  as  necessarily  at- 
tendant upon  the  expedition,  proved  to  be  ideal. 
Until  the  last  three  nights,  scarcely  any  thing 
occurred  to  interrupt  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
excursion.  Indeed  the  torment  of  these  nights 
served  only  as  a  variety,  which  placed  in  a 
stronger  light  the  many  facilities  ^^e  had  met 
with  ;  for,  amidst  the  woods,  and  at  the  estates 
far  up  the  river,  we  had  almost  wholly  escaped 
the  annoyance  of  insects.  Musquitoes  did  not 
seem  to  inhabit  the  depths  of  the  forest.  In  these 
j>acti  we  had  also  found-  tha  air  cooler,  and  th# 
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Jand  less  heated «;  than  where  it  was  cleared  of 
wood»  and  more  open. 

I  must  not  neglect  to  inform  you  of  a  cus* 
tom,  which  we  observed  to  be  very  prevalent 
it  being  an  act  of  politeness  quite  novel  to  £u« 
ropeans.  As  a  mark  of  attention  the  gentlemen 
of  the  different  plantations  usually  accompanied 
ms  to  our  sleeping-room,  at  the  time  of^our 
going  to  bed,  when,  on  taking  their  leave  for 
the  night,  they  concluded  the  complimenfa  of 
the  day  in  the  following  terms,  "S*ily  a  d'autre 
chose,  Messieurs,  dont  vous  avez  besoin,  il  n'en 
laut  que  demander  au  garden— cela  n'est  pat 
mon  affaire/'  This  was  genuine  West  Indian 
complaisance;  and  it  offered  a  lamentable  proof 
of  the  absence  of  moral  prindple  in  a  country 
degraded  by  the  usages  of  slavery. 

Adieu. 
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